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Course Title: The Key of Doing Evangelism.
Course Content: This course will examine the types and the meaning of evangelism, the origin of evangelism, evangelism in the Old Testament, evangelism in the New Testament, evangelism in the early churches, evangelism in the 18th, 19th, and 20th  centuries,  and evangelism in the present world .
Course Objectives: At the end of the course, students will be involved actively in at least two forms of evangelism inside and outside of the church.
Criteria to Pass: The student must turn in all assignments and must be actively involved in at least one form of evangelism inside or outside of the church.
Pre-Requisite: The student must have access to the Internet, because all course notes and assignments will be posted in the http://ChristCenterGospel.org on the Internet. I have complete control of contents in this website. The course will be conducted in English. Translation will be provided upon request.
Week 1: Examine the meaning, origin, and types of evangelism. Two forms of evangelism will be examined in detail: personal evangelism and large scale evangelism. Personal evangelism will involve a personal testimony and the four spiritual laws. Assignment 1: Write a one-page personal testimony.

Etymology
The word evangelist comes from the Koine Greek word εὐαγγέλιον (transliterated as "euangelion") via Latinised "Evangelium", as used in the canonical titles of the four Gospels, authored by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John (also known as the Four Evangelists). The Greek word εὐαγγέλιον originally meant a reward for good news given to the messenger (εὔ = "good", ἀγγέλλω = "I bring a message"; the word angel is of the same root) and later "good news".

The verb form of euangelion, euangelizo (transliterated "evangelism"), was used rarely in Greek literature outside the New Testament, making its meaning more difficult to ascertain. Parallel texts of the Gospels of Luke and Mark reveal a synonymous relationship between the verb euangelizo and a Greek verb "kerusso" which means "to proclaim".[1]
Our modern word "Gospel" comes from the Old English word "Godspell". In Old English, "god" with a long "o" meant "good", and "spell" meant "word" (we carry this meaning also in our word "spelling"). So in other words, "Godspell" meant "good word", specifically the good tidings concerning Jesus Christ.

Evangelism refers to the practice of relaying information about a particular set of beliefs to others who do not hold those beliefs. The term is often used in reference to Christianity, where the scriptures often describe "evangelism" as "spreading the Gospel".

Christians who specialise in evangelism are known as evangelists whether they are in their home communities or acting as missionaries in the field. Some Christian traditions consider evangelists to be in a leadership position; they may be found preaching to large meetings or in governance roles. Christian groups who actively encourage evangelism are sometimes known as evangelistic or evangelist.

The communication of Christian faith to new geographical areas and cultures is often referred to as evangelization, or specifically, world evangelization.

Proselytism

If converting to Christianity includes services or material benefits it is called proselytism.[2]
Catholic missionary work in Russia is commonly seen as evangelism, not proselytism. Archbishop Kondrusiewicz openly stated "that proselytism is absolutely unacceptable and cannot constitute a strategy for the development of our structures either in Russia or in any other country in the world."[3] Especially regarding claims by Orthodox church that spreading the faith and receiving converts amounts to proselytism[4] Catholic Church Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued document called "Doctrinal Note on some aspects of evangelisation"[5] which states that evangelism is "an inalienable right and duty, an expression of religious liberty ...", document added that "The incorporation of new members into the Church is not the expansion of a power group, but rather entrance into the network of friendship with Christ which connects heaven and earth, different continents and age. It is entrance into the gift of communion with Christ...."

Origin

According to the Christian Bible, during his last days on earth Jesus commanded his eleven disciples (the apostles) as follows:

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

– Matthew 28:19,20 NIV
Other translations render the phrase “make disciples of all nations” in the above quotation as “teach all nations”. Jesus is also quoted in the Gospel of Mark saying

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature"

– Mark 16:15 KJV
These are two main passages of the New Testament from God that are interpreted by some (mainly Evangelical Christians) to command everyone who believes in Christ to preach the gospel. Taken in context, however, the command is to the eleven, who in turn commission preachers as the sole method of spreading the gospel - "How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?" (Romans 10:14 KJV)

Modern methods
Dramas such as Heaven's Gates, Hell's Flames have gained enormous popularity since the 1980s. These dramas typically depict fictional characters who die and learn whether they will go to heaven or hell. Other entertainment-based Christian evangelism events include sporting exhibitions, wherein professional athletes entertain crowds. At some point a gospel presentation is usually given.

In the 1970s, The Power Team spawned an entire genre of Christian entertainment based on strong-man exploits mixed with a Christian message and usually accompanied by an opportunity to respond with a prayer for salvation.

The Christian music industry has also played a significant role in modern evangelism. Rock (and other genres) concerts in which the artist(s) exhort non-believing attendees to pray a prayer for salvation have become common, and just as common are concerts that are focused on activity not necessarily on prayer and conversion, thus forming an environment that is not driven by conversion, but instead relaying of a message.

With the rise of technology there are also a number of evangelistic online movements.

Evangelists
Sometimes, the regular minister of a church is called a preacher in a way that other groups would typically use the term pastor. The evangelist in some churches is one that travels from town to town and from church to church, spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many Christians of various theological perspectives would call themselves "evangelists" because they are spreaders of the gospel. Many churches believe one of their major functions is to function as evangelists to spread the evangelist belief that Jesus is savior of humanity.

The title of evangelist is often associated with those who lead large meetings like those of Billy Graham, possibly in tents or existing church buildings, or those who address the public in street corner preaching, which targets listeners who happen to pass nearby. It can also be done in small groups or even on a one-to-one basis, but actually it is simply one who spreads the gospel. Increasingly, the internet enables anyone to become an Internet evangelist, and resources such as Internet Evangelism Day exist to equip them.

Missionary work
The New Testament urges believers to speak the gospel clearly, fearlessly, graciously, and respectfully whenever an opportunity presents itself (see Colossians 4:2–6, Ephesians 6:19–20, and I Peter 3:15).

Throughout most of its history, Christianity has been spread evangelistically, though the extent of evangelism has varied significantly between Christian communities, and denominations. Evangelism, apologetics and apostolic ministry often go hand in hand. An ἀπόστολος (apostolos) is literally "one who is sent" and refers to the missionary calling of being sent into the world. Since missionaries often travel to areas or people groups where Jesus is not yet known, they frequently take on an evangelistic role. But the apostolic or missionary calling is not necessarily the same (and it is a misnomer and misinterpretation to equate them), as there are many who serve in missionary, church planting, and ministry development roles who have an apostolic calling or serve in an apostolic role but whose primary duty is not evangelism.

Approaches to evangelism

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Throughout history, Christians have used many different approaches to spread Christianity via the practice of evangelism. Christianity began with only a few different evangelical approaches, but over the years, many different forms of evangelism have been employed by various groups to spread the faith. Many of these forms of evangelism are often employed in only certain parts of the world by Christians in different geographical areas. In particular, most new approaches to evangelism today have arisen out of Europe or the United States, especially when new technologies are used for the effort of evangelism.
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Open-air preaching






A representative painting of Jesus Christ delivering the open-air Sermon on the Mount
Open-air preaching is an approach to evangelism characterized by speaking in public places out in the open, generally to crowds of people at a time, using a message, sermon, or speech which spreads the gospel. It is one of the oldest approaches to evangelism.[1]
One of the earliest open-air preachers of Christianity, according to the gospels, was Jesus Christ, whose first specifically recorded sermon was the Sermon on the Mount,[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approaches_to_evangelism" \l "cite_note-Spurgeon-1" [2] which took place on a mountainside in the open air.[3] In the Gospel of Luke 6:17-49, it was recorded that Jesus also gave an open-air sermon known as the Sermon on the Plain.[2]
After Jesus's death, many of his apostles and followers open-air preached the gospel in the Temple of Jerusalem or in other open spaces.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approaches_to_evangelism" \l "cite_note-Spurgeon-1" [2]
During the dark ages and the Protestant Reformation, open-air preaching was often employed by Protestants throughout Europe[4] who could not always preach inside churches, which were mostly Catholic.[5] Open-air preaching in Europe continued during the rise of Puritanism and other Protestant movements,[2] It was often used in Pastoral environments as well as in cities, the former sometimes due to a desire to avoid the authorities,[6] and the latter because, for one reason, it could reach eccentric people living in cities who would not otherwise hear the gospel.[7]
In the time period of the late 1800s and early to mid 1900s many famous open-air preachers in the United States began to preach, such as Billy Sunday[8] and Billy Graham. Graham in particular used a combination of open-air preaching and the recent advent of televangelism to broadcast his sermons, which often took place in large venues such as stadiums, to large portions of the world and millions of Americans.[9]
John Wesley, founder of Methodism declared, "I am well assured that I did far more good to my Lincolnshire parishioners by preaching three days on my father's tomb than I did by preaching three years in his pulpit." ... "To this day field preaching is a cross to me, but I know my commission and see no other way of preaching the gospel to every creature".

Wesley's contemporary, Anglican preacher George Whitefield stated: "I believe I never was more acceptable to my Master than when I was standing to teach those hearers in the open fields." ... "I now preach to ten times more people than I should, if had been confined to the churches." Including the “field” outside Park Street.

It was said that one of the regular practices of America evangelist Dwight L. Moody in the late 1860s "was to exhort the passersby in the evenings from the steps of the court house. Often these impromptu gathering drew as many hecklers as supporters."[10]
Open-air preachers throughout history have often noted that preaching to large crowds often causes preachers to be abused in certain ways, typically by having objects thrown at them such as rotting vegetables or unsanitary liquids of many varieties.[11]
Supporters of this approach note that both Jesus[1] and many of the Old Testament prophets often preached about God in public places.[2]
Charles Spurgeon, the famous open-air Baptist preacher of England, believed that open-air preaching was instrumental in getting people to hear the gospel who might otherwise never hear it,[2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approaches_to_evangelism" \l "cite_note-11" [12] and many open-air preachers today believe that it reaches many more people at once than other approaches to evangelism do.[13] Charles Spurgeon recommends several things for open-air preachers, such as never trying to speak into the wind, trying to speak away from the wind so one's voice will carry farther, (sometimes up to half a mile by Spurgeon's account) keeping sermons concise instead of overly verbose and complicated, use illustrations and anecdotes to keep the crowd interested, and to not speak at the very top of your voice so you don't wear yourself out too quickly.[2] Spurgeon also recommended to never use tents when preaching due to their muffling effects,[14] and to be careful of what is on the other side of walls you may be preaching in front of, since people behind the wall or living in spaces in buildings could harass preachers.[15]
Trickle-down evangelism
Trickle-down evangelism is an approach to evangelism primarily concerned with converting high ranking members of a society, so that their influence can serve to help spread Christianity throughout the society in question. It was practiced especially often during the Middle Ages.

Trickle-down evangelism was practiced throughout China multiple times during the Middle Ages, with examples such as converted or sympathetic officials helping the Jesuits or other parts of the Catholic church spread,[16] or the expedition of Marco Polo resulting in the Mongol ruler of China Kublai Khan inviting the Pope to send "teachers of science and religion" to China.[17].

Trickle-down evangelism was also applied often in European areas during ancient times, such as in the northern Sweden area, as the Catholic Church tried to send missionaries into the area.[18]
Door to door preaching
Door to door preaching is an approach to evangelism where a Christian will go from household to household in a certain area to evangelize to residents, often in conjunction with passing out gospel tracts. Jesus often went into other people's homes during his own ministry, and according to The Encyclopedia of Protestantism, it is a very important approach to evangelism.[19] One of the first modern large scale uses of door to door preaching was when the Oriental Mission Society attempted to visit the homes of an entire nation, by visiting 10.3 million homes in Japan through the years of 1912 to 1917.[19] The Canadian organization Every Home for Christ International began door to door preaching in 1953 throughout many countries, and in 1996, total home visits by their members became 5 million.[19] Many local parishes and churches worldwide use this approach to evangelism.[19]
Groups such as the Jehovah's Witnesses[20] and Mormons are famous in particular for spreading their beliefs by door to door evangelism at people's homes, often in pairs or small groups. Both group's main organizations use Door to Door preaching to a great extent, with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints specifying certain lengths of times in which members practice this approach to evangelism; men engage in "missionary work" for two years, and women perform it for 18 months.[21]
Evangelizing through a sermon
Many churches regularly have a gospel message preached in a sermon. Often, this will include an altar call where people are invited to come forward and "accept Christ". The use of altar calls is somewhat controversial, while it is practiced by many evangelical churches, some Calvinists object to it in the grounds it creates false conversions.[22]
Lifestyle evangelism
Lifestyle evangelism is an approach to evangelism characterized by someone demonstrating their faith by their actions in the hope that people around them will be impressed with how God affects that person's life, and become a Christian. According to The Encyclopedia of Protestantism printed in 2004, approximately 100 million people use this approach to evangelism.[19]
Supporters of this approach to evangelism often cite Matthew 5:16 as a proof verse.[23]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approaches_to_evangelism" \l "cite_note-23" [24] Supporters also often point out that Jesus drew people to God by showing them kindness and performing good deeds, while detractors sometimes note that people may not realize one's good behavior is due to Christianity. Supporters of using primarily this method claim this is more effective than direct evangelism because of the perception that it is harder to live 'righteously' than preach a sermon.

Friendship evangelism
Similar to lifestyle evangelism, friendship evangelism is an approach to evangelism characterized by Christians developing relationships with people in order to show them kindness and talk to them about God eventually. Supporters sometimes say that Jesus related to those who took an interest in him as friends, or that it is more effective than other methods of evangelism which are seen as less personal.[25] This approach can sometimes been known as "loving someone into the kingdom."

Creative evangelism
This approach to evangelism is where the creative arts (such as music, visual art, drama, film) are used to present a gospel message.[26] Examples include Wendy Alec's novel 'The Fall of Lucifer', Christian rock band Delirious? and Sebastian Bach's musical composition "Matthäuspassion" (Saint Matthew Passion).[27] However, some ministries refer to this kind of evangelism as simply the practice of finding creative ways to evangelize.[28]
One of the most famous examples of creative evangelism is George Handel's oratio, "Messiah", written in 1741. It is the most performed major choral work in history, has been tied to the revival of the Church of England and to influencing famous evangelist John Wesley's theology concerning Eternal security, and in modern times, has around four million viewers per year.[29]
Campus Crusade for Christ, an evangelical Christian association with branches in a multitude of countries, owns the distribution rights for a movie called "Jesus Film", a presentation of the life of Jesus Christ. This movie, which has been translated into 80 languages, has been viewed by about 850 million people.[30]
The Presbyterian Church (USA) Diocese of Hyderbad in Pakistan uses this approach to evangelism among tribal groups in areas of Pakistan which have a high population of Sindhis.[31]
Using Gospel tracts
A gospel tract in the Christian sense is a leaflet [32] with a gospel message. It is typically a short presentation of the Gospel lasting only a few pages, and is typically printed on small pieces of paper.[33] Estimated numbers of tracts distributed in the year 2000 amount to around 5 billion. It is often used in conjunction with street preaching or door to door preaching. As an approach to evangelism, many modern evangelists attest to the usefulness of gospel tracts to spread the gospel.[34]
Televangelism
Televangelism is an approach to evangelism characterized by an evangelistic message presented through the medium of television,[35] often through a charismatic sermon. Large Christian television networks such as the Catholic broadcasting channel EWTN or the Protestant televangelism channel Trinity Broadcasting Network feature many televangelist preachers.[36]
Televangelism was started in the United States and Canada in the early 20th century, as a primarily evangelical Protestant approach to evangelism. It made Christian viewpoints much more visible in the world at the time than they were before.[37]
Radio evangelism
Radio evangelism is an approach to evangelism which began around 1921, and has reached more people per hour than any other kind of evangelism, according to The Encyclopedia of Protestantism.[19] It is the usage of radio broadcasts to evangelize to listeners, sometimes worldwide in one broadcast.

Maria Miranda, the most listened to radio evangelist from Latin America in 1990, was heard by over 100 million people per day through 537 radio stations in 22 countries during that time.[19] in Yemen, a country in which 97 percent of the country is listed as Muslim,[38] 10 percent of the population listens to Christian radio.[19] The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod has had a radio station on KFUO called "The Lutheran Hour" since 1925, had 5 million listeners by 1931, and broadcast in over 31 languages with 40 million listeners in 1987.[19] The first missionary specific radio station, HCJB, went on the air in Ecuador on December 25, in 1931.[39]
Internet evangelism
Internet evangelism is a form of evangelism where the gospel is presented on the internet.[40] This may include a website defending the accuracy of the Bible, someone discussing their faith in a chat room, evangelical messages or advertisements on the home pages of Christian organizations,[19] or other methods of using the internet to spread Christianity.

In the United States, the Internet Evangelism Coalition, set up by the Billy Graham Center in 1999,[41] initiated Internet Evangelism Day on the last Sunday of April every year.

Phone evangelism, aka "phone fishing"
This approach to evangelism involves using phones to contact people in order to spread the gospel to them. This sometimes takes the form of random phone calls, or is done after someone contacts the evangelist to recommend people to whom a person may want the evangelist to evangelize. Way of the Master radio hosts Kirk Cameron, Ray Comfort, and Todd Friel, who practice this form of evangelism on their radio show, refer to it as 'phone fishing'.

The huge growth in cell phones and other mobile devices is opening up the way for new and creative methods of mobile evangelism.

Personal evangelism
Sometimes referred to as "one to one" or "personal work", this approach to evangelism is when one Christian evangelizes to, typically, one non-Christian, or only a few non-Christians, in a private manner.[19] A 1982 Gallup Poll revealed that 51 percent of all Americans had tried to convince someone to become a Christian during their life.[19]
Creation evangelism
Not to be confused with creative evangelism, creation evangelism is the use of creationist scientific, philosophical and theological arguments to prove the literal interpretation of Genesis and thus the reliability of the Bible and the truth of the Christian gospel to people so that they may become convinced that Christianity is true.[42] This approach to evangelism is often used by missions organizations in parts of the world that have tribal cultures who have not been exposed to Christianity before.[43]
Prophetic evangelism
A method employed mainly by charismatic Christians. This is where (as its practitioners believe) God speaks through a Christian to a non-believer to say something that will prompt that person to seek God. On most occasions it is something that the speaker could not have known naturally; for example, someone who is having a secret affair may be told that God knows they are doing wrong and wants them to change their ways.

However, some critics of this approach note that other religions appear to use a similar method to spread their faith.

Treasure hunts
So called treasure hunts are a type of prophetic evangelism.[44] In a small groups Christians take time to pray and listen to revelation by the Holy Spirit about people God wants them to go to. There is a close correlation to personal evangelism. This type of evangelism may be referred to as a game of searching Gods treasures which are people. The revelation that the group of people may get is often in the context of places, clothing, hairstyle or situations.[45]
After receiving the revelations they go out and be on the lookout for the people they got the revelation on. In some occasions they are able to speak Gods love and the Gospel into somebody's life. In other occasions they pray for them for healing or anything else.

The main focus in this type of evangelism is to let people know that they are valuable for God and that God send them on a search for His treasure. Through this message the gospel of Jesus Christ is preached.

Using the EvangeCube
The EvangeCube is a puzzle like pictorial teaching aid of eight interlocking blocks used tell the story of the gospel of Jesus Christ:

· Mankind's separation from God

· The death of Jesus on the cross for mankind's sin

· Jesus body sealed in a guarded tomb

· Jesus' resurrection

· The way to God open through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross

· The choice to receive God's gift of forgiveness and eternal life

The seventh face illustrates five practices for the new believer to follow: love for God and others, prayer, Bible study, Christian fellowship and sharing the gospel of Christ with others.

The idea of EvangeCube was born in 1998 after creators Nathan Sheets and Jim Wyatt returned from a short-term mission trip to Haiti and encountered a marketing promotion using a cube in their mail. The cube's illustrations were completed with the help of two artists: a comic-book illustrator and stained-glass designer.[46] The cube has been readily received by the Christians around the world with more than 3 million distributed since January of 2000. [47]
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音樂宣教 ＞另類宣教？

張世明牧師
小時候，幾乎沒有聽過音樂宣教這回事。宣教士與音樂之間的關係，
大概只是從書本上看到李溫斯頓在非洲彈管風琴，或從父母口中得知在中國
汕頭之外國宣教士家中有鋼琴（在當時是十分罕有的），琴聲悠揚，令人妒羡。
初中時，認識了建道神學院前任院長劉福群牧師，他經常來活石堂講
道，甚至主領聖餐 。他所講的道我一篇也記不起來，但他的音樂事奉卻影響
我的一生。不但是我，對全世界華人教會也影響深遠。劉牧師雖是神學院院
長，但他並不是以神學教學出名，他與同工所編的「青年聖歌」（全套十二
冊），到今天仍然在世界各地許多華人教會中大派用場。還有他所指揮的建
道神學院詩班（全部是神學生，無論有聲沒有聲，愛唱不愛唱都必需參加練
習）；每年之聖樂獻唱，是我們年青人必定參與的聚會。當我們看到站在台
上一群穿著詩袍的神學生，每一位都是委身全時間事奉的奉獻者，他們還沒
開口唱，我們的心已深受感動。
劉福群牧師是一位很出色的指揮（很少有神學院院長亦是優秀的聖樂
家），每首不同的聖詩或清唱劇。在他的領導下，都能夠把信息表達得那麼
清楚而感人。每次音樂會的尾聲都沒有講道，因為沒有此「畫蛇添足」的必
要。劉牧師只轉過身來，用幾句話發出呼召，許多許多的人，年長的、年輕
的，都帶著敬虔、戰兢的心來到台前，回應呼召，獻上身心，我當時亦在其
中，那次刻骨銘心的經歷，怎能忘記呢？從未想過劉牧師是如假包換的音樂
宣教士，他所做的就是音樂宣教。
另一位是張寶華牧師，（我認識他很久，他與家母均是伯特利神學院
的學生），一位音色很美的男高音牧師，亦是 CNEC 福音自傳會的宣教士。
他過去卅多年在香港，特別在東南亞各地領會講道、獻唱、指揮、植堂、推
廣聖樂等事工，不遺餘力，更在八十年代與麥希真牧師及數位同工一起創辦
新加坡神學院之聖樂學院，並擔任首位聖樂主任，他是在我事奉道路上有著
深遠影響的一位。
我當時還是一中學生，他剛從美國回來，擁有聖樂碩士學位，是出色
的講員和音樂家，他竟然邀請我替他彈伴奏，甚至和他一起在大聚會中擔任
二重唱。令我受寵若驚。1979 年我在克里夫蘭音樂院畢業後，還在猶疑未想
進入神學院接受裝備時，是他將東南亞聖樂事工的異象和需要介紹給我，並
且鼓勵我加入這音樂宣教的行列 。
在過去一段事奉的日子，越來越看到音樂的碓是宣教事奉的好工具，
它不但能發出十分吸引人的訊號 (Signal that can draw attention)，亦能十分自然
地將福音乘載出去 (Useful vehicle of gospel)。在一些對福音有敵視的地方，音
樂成為最有效的打頭陣的先鋒部隊 (Pre-evangelism)。
因此，我願將來繼續把福音訊息透過音樂的管道，帶到每一個神要帶
領我去的地方，用神的話透過詩歌將道撒在人心中，讓神的應許透過詩歌去
激勵 、安慰疲倦受傷的心靈，裝備一 班未來的傳道人和未來的宣教士如何好
好使用這有效的工具，在工場上為神作美好的工作。
音樂宣教－－另類宣教？您認為呢 ？
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	EVANGELISM - Spontaneity
	佈道 - 自動自發


	The great need in the church is for a spirit of evangelism, not just a spurt of evangelism. 

教會的最大需要是傳福音的精神，而不是傳福音的衝動。

	When our hearts are filled with Christ's presence, evangelism is as inevitable as it is contagious. 

Robert E. Coleman
當我們內心充滿基督的臨在，傳福音就像得了傳染病一樣無可逃避。

	Evangelism should be an attitude permeating all the activities of the Christian. 

Bryan Green
傳福音必須成為瀰漫基督徒一切活動的態度。

	Evangelism never seemed to be an 'issue' in the New Testament.  That is to say, one does not find the apostles urging, exhorting, scolding, planning and organizing for evangelistic programmes...Evangelism happened!  Issuing effortlessly from the community of believers as light from the sun, it was automatic, spontaneous, continuous, contagious. 

Richard C. Halverson
傳福音在新約福音中從來都不是一個「議題」。也就是說，我們找不得使徒在傳福音方面的鼓吹、激勵、責罵、計畫與組織佈道節目。傳福音就這樣發生了！傳福音從基督徒團體中自動產生，就像太陽發出光亮，這是自動、自發、持續不斷、有感染力的。

	Evangelism for the early Christians was not something they isolated from other aspects of Christian living in order to specialize, analyse, theorize and organize.  They just did it! 

Roy Joslin
對早期基督徒而言，傳福音可不是跟基督徒生活毫無關連，以便獨樹一幟，讓人分析、建立理論或組織安排的。他們就是去傳福音！

	        

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


三福: 全名為三元福音倍進佈道，是由高愛迪牧師( Rev . Buddy Gaines)和施多馬牧師(Rev. Thomas Stebbins)兩位宣教士於1978年引進香港，是個人佈道的方法。
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Seven Principles of Personal Evangelism (4:1-26)
INTRODUCTION
1. Most Christians want to share the gospel of Christ with others...

   a. Yet many often feel awkward in their attempts to talk with others

   b. Or they simply don't know how to establish contacts for a Bible

      study

   -- Causing many to experience frustration that discourages them from

      trying again

2. Perhaps we learn some things from Jesus, the master teacher...

   a. Who often engaged in personal evangelism as well as public

      preaching

   b. For example, His conversation with the Samaritan woman at Jacob's

      well - Jn 4:1-26
[Observing Jesus in action, it is possible to glean "Seven Principles Of

Personal Evangelism" that we would do well to remember in our own

efforts to teach others.  One such principle is to...]

I. CONTACT PEOPLE SOCIALLY
   A. WE MUST HAVE SOCIAL CONTACT...
      1. The import of Jesus passing through Samaria - Jn 4:1-6
         a. Many Jews, because of their disdain for Samaritans, avoided

            Samaria

         b. Jesus and His disciples chose to pass through Samaria,

            assuring contact

         c. A similar example of Jesus making social contact - cf. Lk 5:

            29-32
      2. When people aren't coming to Christ, it's because we are not

         going to the people!

         a. We can't be fishers of men by fishing in a barrel; if the

            fish won't come to the barrel, then we must go where the

            fish are!

         b. The problem with sowing the seed is not that there is not

            good ground to be found, but that the seed is still in the

            barn! - cf. Hag 2:19
   B. DO NOT CONFUSE SEPARATION WITH ISOLATION...
      1. Yes, we must be separate - 2Co 6:14-18
      2. But this does not mean we are to isolate ourselves

         a. Note the prayer of Christ - Jn 17:15
         b. Note the command of Paul - 1Co 5:9-11
      3. Withdrawing ourselves from those who have not heard or obeyed

         the gospel in contrary to the will of the Lord!

   C. OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL CONTACT...
      1. At school with fellow students

         a. Don't think you are too young to be involved in leading

            others to Christ

         b. Young Christians often possess the greatest opportunities to

            teach others

         c. How you serve now will likely be an indication of how you

            will serve later in life

      2. At work with fellow employees or employers

         a. We spend much of our life with these people

         b. We have the greatest potential to influence them, especially

            by example

      3. At home with neighbors, friends, and family

         a. Do we even know our neighbors?

         b. Those closest to us can be difficult sometimes, but are

            reachable - e.g., Mt 13:54-58; Jn 7:5; Ac 1:14
[Remember, Jesus said "Go into all the world..." (Mk 16:15).  We must go

where the people are!  Another principle we can glean from Jesus'

conversation with the woman is...]

II. ESTABLISH A COMMON INTEREST
   A. COMMON INTERESTS CREATE A BRIDGE...
      1. Note Jesus' first words to the woman - Jn 4:7-8
         a. She had come to draw water

         b. He was thirsty

         c. His first words centered around their common interest

            (water)

      2. Realize the need to build rapport

         a. Meaningful dialogue is not easy, especially involving

            spiritual matters

         b. A common interest allows opportunity for meaningful dialogue

         c. Once a bridge for communication has been established, it

            will be easier to discuss God's word with another person

   B. COMMON INTERESTS ARE MANY...
      1. They include family (such as children, grandchildren)

      2. They include activities (such as work, community projects,

         hobbies)

      3. They include shared experiences (such as travel, or even

         tragedies)

[Don't feel that you must immediately begin talking about spiritual

matters.  Take time to nurture common interests.  Yet at some point we

want to reach the next stage, which leads to our third principle...]

III. AROUSE SPIRITUAL INTEREST
   A. THROUGH YOUR ACTIONS...
      1. The example of Jesus - Jn 4:9
         a. As a man He speaks to her, a woman

         b. As a rabbi He speaks to her, an immoral woman

         c. As a Jew He speaks to her, a Samaritan

         -- He aroused interest by simply speaking to her

      2. Regarding our actions

         a. We can arouse spiritual interest by our example

         b. By showing kindness and compassion to all, even the evil and

            wicked

         c. By not harboring racial or social prejudices to those who

            are different

         d. By our own example of faith and hope - e.g., 1Pe 3:1-2,15
   B. THROUGH YOUR WORDS...
      1. The example of Jesus - Jn 4:10-14
         a. Jesus' statement shifted their conversation to spiritual

            matters

         b. He led them into a discussion on a common spiritual interest

            (living water!)

      2. Regarding our words

         a. We can raise questions or make statements that shift

            conversations to spiritual matters

            1) E.g., "What do you think our world is in such a mess?"

            2) E.g., "Would you be interested in what the Bible says

               about...?"

         b. The discussion should first involve matters of common

            agreement

            1) Start with things upon which you agree, to build rapport

               and instill confidence

            2) This was the practice of apostolic preaching - e.g., Ac 13:16-22
[Once spiritual interest has been aroused, another principle can be

gleaned from Jesus' conversation with the Samaritan woman...]

IV. DON'T GO TOO FAR, TOO FAST
   A. GIVE A PERSON WHAT THEY ARE READY FOR...
      1. Note Jesus' discussion with the woman - Jn 4:15-16
         a. She wanted the "living water", but did she really

            understand?

         b. Jesus saw the need to slow her down and provide the proper

            ground work

            1) She needed faith in Him as the Messiah

            2) He needed to provide evidence that He was the Messiah

         c. So instead of giving her the "living water"...

            1) He tells her to get her husband

            2) Which will result in her conviction of Him as a prophet

      2. Sometimes people don't realize what they need first

         a. They'll want to talk about a particular subject

         b. But they really need something else first

   B. SOME EXAMPLES...
      1. Some want to study Revelation, when they need to be grounded on

         the rest of the Bible first

      2. Some want to discuss issues related to church organization,

         work, worship, etc., when they ought to focus on the "first

         principles" of the gospel

      3. It is important that a person not choke on the "meat" of the

         Word - cf. 1Co 3:1-2
[There is another principle of evangelism that takes into consideration

the need of the prospect...]

V. DON'T CONDEMN UNNECESSARILY
   A. THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS...
      1. He could have dwelt on her being an adulteress - Jn 4:17-18
      2. As stated elsewhere, He came to save the world, not to condemn

         it - cf. Jn 3:17
      3. Not to say He will not one day judge the world, but that the

         primary purpose of His first coming was to offer salvation 

         - cf. Jn 12:46-48
   B. IN OUR EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS...
      1. Though we preach against sin, our primary purpose is to save,

         not judge - 1Co 5:12-13
      2. Our focus should be to inform others of the forgiveness God

         offers - cf. 2Co 5:18-20
         a. God seeks reconciliation with sinners

         b. Ours is a ministry of reconciliation

[Another important principle in evangelism to remember is...]

VI. STICK WITH THE MAIN ISSUE
   A. IN THE CASE OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN...
      1. She turned the subject away from herself to where one should

         worship - Jn 4:19-20
      2. Jesus answered her question, while effectively turning the

         conversation back to the original subject:  Who He is and what

         He offers - Jn 4:21-25 (cf. Jn 4:10)

   B. REMAIN STEADFAST TO YOUR OBJECTIVES...
      1. If seeking to establish a common ground of agreement, avoid

         jumping ahead

      2. As you move from common to uncommon ground...

         a. Take one step at a time

         b. Do not go on until agreement at each step has occurred

      3. If your objective is simply to obtain consent for a home Bible

         study, avoid getting into a detailed discussion at that time 

         - cf. Pr 15:28
[One last principle in evangelism gleaned from Jesus' conversation with

the woman at the well...]

VII. CONFRONT DIRECTLY
   A. JESUS' EXAMPLE THEN...
      1. Finally, Jesus confronted the woman with His identity - Jn 4:26
      2. This came after He had laid the groundwork

   B. EXAMPLES FOR TODAY...
      1. In trying to set up a home Bible study

         a. Take advantage of social contacts

         b. Develop common interests

         c. Be open to comments that indicate a spiritual interest,

            while demonstrating your own faith through actions and words

         d. Avoid fruitless arguments, emphasize instead common beliefs

         e. Praise their good points and encourage them in the right

            direction

         f. Have one primary objective:  to encourage them to study the

            Bible even more

            a. Ask if they would like to learn more about Jesus, the

               Bible, His church

            b. Note the example of Aquila and Priscilla with Apollos 

               - Ac 18:24-26
         g. Confront them directly with the opportunity to study the

            Bible

      2. During the course of a home Bible study

         a. Continue to develop the social contact

         b. Continue to establish common interests

         c. Take time to accentuate common ground you share in your

            spiritual interests

         d. Go from common ground to uncommon ground carefully

         e. Stress the gospel message; don't obsess on their individual

            shortcomings

         f. Have one primary objective:  to help them understand their

            need and gospel plan of salvation - Mk 16:15-16; Col 1:5-6
         g. Confront them directly with the invitation to obey the

            gospel of Christ; for example, by asking...

            1) "Does this make sense?"

            2) "Is there anything I have said that you do not

               understand?"

            3) "Have I been teaching you anything other than what the

               Bible teaches?"

            4) "Would you like to obey Christ now and be baptized for

               the remission of your sins?"

CONCLUSION
1. The result of Jesus' conversation with the Samaritan woman was the

   conversion of many people in the city of Sychar - Jn 4:39-42
2. This demonstrates the potential of personal evangelism...

   a. Who knows whether the one person you teach may in turn bring many

      to Christ?

   b. That one person may be like a seed from which seeds may come forth

Realizing this potential, we can better appreciate the words of Jesus:

   "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and [then] comes

   the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look

   at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!" (Jn 4:35)
Perhaps by following the example of our Lord, we can be more useful in

His service...

Sharing Your Story

Developing A Personal Testimony

Your unique experience in coming to Christ can be an effective tool in communicating the gospel to others. A carefully prepared testimony adapts well to either group situations or casual one-on-one conversation. It enables you to speak confidently, knowing that your words are well-chosen, biblically accurate, and appropriate to the situation.

The body of an effective testimony generally includes three parts: what your life was like before you received Christ, how you received Christ, and how your life is different as a result of receiving Christ. This is sometimes referred to as the Before/How/After format. Then you would only need to add an attention-getting introduction and a brief concluding thought.

Before You Start

· Ask the Lord to guide your thoughts and written words. Then trust Him to do so. Remember, your story can bring glory to Him and also be a plan for the salvation of others. 

· Write as if you were sharing with just one person. "Many first-time speakers make the mistake of speaking to a group instead of an individual. But if you write as if you are talking to one person, your testimony will be more direct. Each person in your audience will feel that you are sitting beside him or her personally to share your life." {1} 

· Keep it short. Three minutes (about 1½ - 2 pages typewritten double-spaced) gives you enough time to explain your experience and include a clear presentation of the gospel. That length causes you to be very selective about what you communicate. 

· Consider using a theme (see sample testimony #2). A theme is a phrase or idea that is stated in the introduction, woven throughout the body of the testimony, and then restated in the conclusion. It helps to keep the testimony on track and aids in the listener's understanding and retention. 

· You will find some helpful samples in the appendix. The Bible itself provides a good example to follow in Acts 22, 23, and 26. There Paul utilizes the "Before/How/ After" format which we will follow. 

Putting It on Paper

Start with the body of the testimony. Later, you will add the introduction and conclusion. You will proceed by writing each of the five sections in the following order:

1. Before you received Christ 

2. How you received Christ 

3. After you received Christ 

4. Introduction 

5. Conclusion 

Because you are trying to be concise, the following tips may help you as you begin to put your ideas on paper:

1. Before actually writing the body of the testimony, jot down ideas, thoughts, and events as you go through the questions that follow in the sections called "Before you received Christ," "How you received Christ," and "After you received Christ." 

2. Decide what is most important to your testimony. Avoid being too explicit or sensational. 

3. Arrange your events, ideas, and thoughts in a logical order of presentation. 

4. Develop these brief thoughts and ideas in sentences. 

5. Tie them together with other sentences in a concise, meaningful way. 

Before you received Christ

1. What things were most important to you? What did your life revolve around? (Examples: money, marriage, career, etc.) 

2. Why were they so important? What basic need were you attempting to fulfill? 

3. How did you try to satisfy that need? 

Some tips . . .
Start at a time in life which relates to your experience with Christ. Remember that this is not a biography from childhood.

If you became a Christian as a child, but cannot remember making a specific decision to accept Christ, concentrate on describing your life before it began to change and use that material as the "before" portion.

People do not like to identify themselves as sinners. Therefore, emphasizing your depth of sin as a non-Christian probably will not relate best to your audience. Rather, point to your outward "goodness" (e.g. church attendance, morality, generosity, etc.), as well as to your inward inadequacies. An example would be to say, "Even though my life looked all together, I knew something was lacking."

Don't be discouraged or intimidated by other testimonies you may have heard involving dramatic conversions and radical lifestyle changes. Vonette Bright and Barbara Ball, in their book The Joy of Hospitality write:

"A personal testimony is not simply a story of how God rescued someone from a life of horrible sin. It is an account of how God transforms lives—no matter where the person comes from or what circumstances the person has experienced. Many people are encouraged by the testimony of someone who was introduced to the Lord at an early age and who then avoided many pitfalls of growing up. God uses each of us as we are, created in His image and transformed by His power." {2}
How you received Christ

1. When did you first hear the message of Christ and what was your reaction? 

2. When did you first begin to feel positive toward the gospel and why? 

3. Why did you make the decision to trust Christ and how did you specifically do that? 

Some tips . . .
In answering these questions you are seeking to identify specifically the process that brought you to the point of receiving Christ. This is the climax of your testimony.

It is important to emphasize that this is a decision that one makes as an act of his/her will. If you came to Christ as a child, your "decision" may have been more of a process. For you, the "when" is not as important as the assurance that Christ is now in your life.

In this "How" portion, attempt to present the basics of the gospel clearly and concisely. This may be the only opportunity for a person to know how to become a Christian.

After you received Christ

1. How did Christ specifically satisfy the basic need you stated in the before section? 

2. What changes have occurred in your life as a result? 

3. How do you know Christ is in your life? 

Some tips . . .
Be practical in describing the changes in your life since you became a Christian. Describe how God is helping you learn how to trust Him more. Give examples of ways you have changed or principles you have discovered in God's Word and how you have applied them in your daily life.

Be sure to mention that you are not perfect now! You still have many problems every day, but Christ enables you to face them realistically and to solve them God's way. You are not perfect, but you are forgiven and progressing.

Practical areas that Christ has changed might include relationships, goals and priorities, good or bad habits, attitudes, the atmosphere in your home, etc.

The Introduction

Consider two different versions: one to use in a group setting and one to use with individuals. Both introductions need to be memorized word for word so that getting started is made easier and smoother.

1. If sharing your testimony with a group, your opening sentence will be more formal than it would be in a conversation with a friend. Consider using an interesting quote, a startling question, or an illustration that really captures their attention. An example would be, "One of the richest men in the world, John D. Rockefeller, was once asked, ‘How much money would it take to satisfy you?' Smiling, he quickly replied, ‘Just a little more.'" 

2. If sharing with an individual, the opening statement should relate to where he or she is and include a teaser that piques his or her curiosity about the gospel. Examples are: "Bringing up children in this would can be difficult. Apart from one factor, I would be lost as to knowing how to raise mine." "When I was in college I had everything a person could want, yet underneath, I was dissatisfied." 

The Conclusion

1. Your conclusion should be a summary statement of one or two sentences referring back to your initial basic need and the fact that Christ now fills that need. An example would be, "I made this decision over nineteen years ago. It was the most important decision I have ever made. During this time I've had a growing sense of purpose, peace, and fulfillment based on my personal relationship with Jesus Christ, not based on my successes in life." 

2. Remember that your goal is to explain what Christ has done in your life and to stimulate them to think about their own lives. Do not preach. 

3. Leave your audience with a challenging thought. Keep in mind that they will generally comment on the last thing you say. 

4. Avoid tacking a Scripture verse onto the end. It is much better to put it in the "Before/How/After" portion where it best relates. 

Some Helpful Hints

1. Do consider writing more than one draft. Ask others to critique it using the questions listed in section IV "A Final Check." 

2. Do rehearse your testimony until you are able to give it naturally. 

3. Don't use Christian lingo. Words or phrases familiar to a Christian may be strange or nonsensical to a non-Christian. Examples are "asking Jesus into my heart," "saved," "converted," "convicted," "born again." 

4. Don't be too wordy. Have a clear point and direction to your words. 

5. Don't emphasize how bad you were. 

6. Don't speak in glittering generalities, such as "wonderful," "glorious," etc. 

7. Don't speak critically or negatively about any other group or individual. 

8. Don't mention churches or denominations by name. 

9. Do be realistic. Share how Christ enables you to walk through your problems, rather than removing them from your life. 

You now have completed the basic parts to a personal testimony. You have the body, consisting of the Before/How/After sections, as well as an attention-getting introduction and a conclusion that gives your listener something to think about.

Remember that a personal testimony is dynamic in that it is constantly changing. From time to time you may want to change your theme or update your specific details. Seasons of life change what we emphasize in our testimony.

The goal is to communicate effectively with your audience, whether it is a college student or a roomful of faculty wives. Preparation is the key. That is what this information is meant to do—equip you to share confidently in a well-thought out way as God opens doors of opportunity especially for you.

A Final Check

To aid in refining what you have written you may want to use the following questions to help you make a final check.

1. How does this testimony come across? Do any parts of it sound patronizing, preachy, cutesy, etc.? 

2. Is the introduction attention-catching if speaking to a group and realistic if speaking to an individual? 

3. Is the "before" portion of the testimony understandable? Do I specify a clear need? 

4. Is the gospel so simple and clear that a non-Christian would be able to receive Christ as a result of hearing it? 

5. Is the "after" portion of my testimony realistic or does it sound as if my life is now problem-free? 

6. Is my conclusion a good synopsis of my testimony or does it leave the listener hanging? 

7. If I used a theme, was it woven throughout my testimony? 

8. Does it avoid or explain religious terms that would not be understood by a non-Christian? 

9. Do I say anything in my testimony that would be offensive to a particular person, group, or denomination? 

10. How would my testimony make a non-Christian feel about Christianity? 

Class Practice: Divide into groups of twos, and practice personal testimony to each other.

Week 2: Examine and memorize the four spiritual laws. Assignment 2: Form teams to do personal evangelism and write a report. 
DO YOU KNOW FOR SURE .....[image: image3.jpg]



........that you are going to be with God in heaven?
If God were to ask you,
" WHY SHOULD 
I LET YOU 
INTO MY 
HEAVEN " 
what would you say? If you are uncertain or hesitate for a moment 
to answer that question, this booklet has the ...
BEST NEWS you could ever hear! 

The few minutes it will take you to read the following pages may be the most important time you will ever spend!

Did you know that the Bible tells how you can KNOW FOR SURE
that you have eternal life and will go to be with God in heaven?

"These things I have written to you ... that you may know that you have eternal life. " I John 5:13
Here's how you can 
KNOW FOR SURE...
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1.
HEAVEN (ETERNAL LIFE) 
IS A FREE GIFT.

The Bible says, ". . . the GIFT of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23b) 

And because heaven is a gift like any other genuine gift......[image: image5.jpg]



IT IS NOT EARNED or DESERVED

. Therefore, no amount of personal effort, good works, or religious deeds can earn a place in heaven for you.

"By grace you have been saved through faith, and that NOT OF YOURSELVES. it is 
the gift of God, NOT OF WORKS, lest any man should boast. " Ephesians 2:8.9
WHY is it that no one can earn his way to heaven? Because ...
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2.
MAN IS A SINNER.

"AII have sinned and fall short of the glory, of God. " Romans 3:23
[image: image7.jpg]


Sin is transgressing God's law and includes such things as lying, lust, cheating. 

deceit, anger, evil thoughts. immoral behavior, and more.

And because of this .....

MAN CANNOT SAVE HIMSELF.
If you wanted to save yourself by good deeds, do you know how good you would have to be? 
The Bible says you would have to be perfect. "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. " Matthew 5:48
With such a high standard, no one can save himself for God also says, 

"Whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all." James 2:10
In spite of our sin, however ...
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3.
GOD IS MERCIFUL,

and therefore 
DOESN'T WANT TO PUNISH US.

This is because ... 
"God is love. . . " I John 4:8b [image: image9.jpg]



and He says, 
"I have loved you with an everlasting love." 
Jeremiah 31:3b 
But the same Bible that tells us that God loves us also tells us that . . .

GOD IS JUST, and therefore 
MUST PUNISH SIN.
He says ... 
"I will by no means clear the guilty" 
Exodus 34:7b 
"The soul who sins shall die." 
Ezekiel 18:4 


We have a problem; we have all sinned. The penalty for sin is death. 

We need forgiveness so that we can have a right relationship with God.

God solved this problem for us in 
the Person of ...
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4.
JESUS CHRIST

Who exactly would you say Jesus Christ is? 
The Bible tells us clearly that He is the infinite [image: image11.jpg]



GOD-MAN. 
"In the beginning was the Word (Jesus) ... and the 
Word (Jesus) was with God ... and the Word (Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us. . ." John 1:1,14 
Jesus Christ came to earth and lived a sinless life, but while on earth ...
WHAT DID HE DO? 
He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the grave to purchase a place for us in heaven. 
"All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned, every, one, to his own way, and 
the Lord has laid on Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all." Isaiah 53:6 
God hates our sins but because of His love for us, He has placed them all
on His Son. Christ bore our sin in His body on the cross. 
Now Jesus Christ offers you eternal life (heaven) as a free gift.

This gift is received by ...
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5.
FAITH

Faith is the key that opens the door to heaven. 
Many people mistake two things for saving faith:

1. Mere INTELLECTUAL ASSENT, that is, believing certain historical facts. The 
Bible says the devil believes in God, so believing in God is not saving faith. 


2. Mere TEMPORAL FAITH, that is, trusting God for temporary crises such as financial, family, or physical needs.

Now these are good, and you should trust Christ 
for these, but they are not saving faith!

[image: image13.jpg]


SAVING FAITH is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. It means resting upon Christ alone and what He has done 
rather than upon what you or I have done to get us into heaven. 

"Believe (trust) on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved. . . " Acts 16:31a 

Faith is like the hand of a beggar receiving the gift of a King. We don't deserve the gift of eternal life. 

But we can have it, if we will receive it by faith.

You have just read the greatest story ever told about the greatest offer
ever made by the greatest Person who ever lived - Jesus Christ.

The question that God is asking 
you now is ...

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE? 
Because this is such an important matter ... 
LET'S CLARIFY just what this involves. 
It means, first of all, that you 
TRANSFER YOUR TRUST from what you have been doing to what Christ 
has done for you on the cross.[image: image14.jpg]



It means, next, that you RECEIVE THE RESURRECTED, LIVING 
CHRIST into your life as SAVIOR. 
He says, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock [at the door of your life]. 
If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him. " 
Revelation 3:20
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It means further that you RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST INTO YOUR LIFE AS LORD . 
He comes as Master and King. There is a throne room in your heart, and that throne is rightly His. He 
made you. He bought you and He wants to take His rightful place on the throne of your life. 
It means, finally, that you REPENT OF YOUR SINS. That means that you are willing to turn from anything you have been doing 
that is not pleasing to Him and to follow Him as He reveals His will to you in His Word.

Now, if this is what you 
really want ...

YOU CAN G0 TO GOD IN PRAYER 
right where you are. You can receive His gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ right now.
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"...with the heart one believes to righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made to salvation ... for whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
Romans 10: 10, 13 
If you want to receive the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ, then 
call on Him, asking Him for this gift right now. 
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HERE"S A SUGGESTED PRAYER:
"Lord Jesus Christ, I know I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died and rose from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Lord Jesus, come into my life; take control of my life; forgive my sins and save me. I repent of my sins and now place my trust in you for my salvation. I accept the free gift of eternal life." 
If this prayer is the sincere desire of your heart, look at what Jesus promises to those who believe in Him. 
"Most assuredly, I say to you., he who believes in Me has everlasting life. " John 6:47
WELCOME to God's Family!
If you have truly repented (forsaken, turned away) from your sins, placed your trust in Jesus Christ's sacrificial death, 

and received the gift of eternal life, you are now a child of God!

Forever! Welcome to the Family of God![image: image18.jpg]



"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name." 
John 1:12
TODAY is your SPIRITUAL BIRTHDAY 
a day that you will always want to remember! 
"Who were born, not of blood, nor of the Will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. " John 1:13
When you were physically born, the day of your birth was attested by a birth certificate.

And so today, to help you recall what God had done in your life on this important day, we invite you to sign and keep the following 





SPIRITUAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE
"For whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Romans 10:13
Knowing that I have sinned and that I need the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior. I now turn from my sins and trust Jesus for my eternal life.

I ask Jesus Christ to forgive me and to deliver me from sin's power and give me eternal life.

I now give Jesus Christ control of my life.______________________________________________________

From this time forward, as He gives me strength, I will seek to serve Him and obey Him in all areas of my life.

Date _____________________

Signature: __________________________

WHAT'S NEXT? 

Just as a newborn baby grows physically, so you will grow spiritually by taking the following steps:

1. Read one chapter of the Book of John in the BIBLE each day. 
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"As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the Word (of God), that you 
may grow thereby." I Peter 2:2
2. Spend time each day in PRAYER conversing with God. [image: image20.jpg]



"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. ... 
Philippians 4:6
3. WORSHIP regularly in a church that teaches you the Bible and honors Jesus Christ. 
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" I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go into the house of the Lord"' Psalm 122:1 
"God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
John 4:24
4. FELLOWSHIP with Christians who will help you grow in faith. 
"Those who gladly received his, word ... continued steadfastly in [image: image22.jpg]



the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Acts 2:41,42
5. Be a WITNESS by telling others what Jesus Christ means to you! 
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Jesus said, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also 
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies me be- 
fore men, him I will also deny before My Father Who is in heaven. 
" Matthew 10:32,33
Remember to attend regularly a Bible-teaching CHURCH where Jesus Christ is honored. 

Confess your faith in Christ to them and join it.[image: image24.jpg]



"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some... Hebrews 10:25
If you have appreciated the GOOD NEWS you have just read, please let us know. We want to rejoice in what God has done in your life and help you grow spiritually. Please call or write us.
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[image: image27.jpg]MENORAH 719770




-MENORAH MINISTRIES -
P.O. Box 460024
Glendale, CO 80246-0024
Voice:  303-355-2009  303-355-2009 Fax: 303-355-6901 
E-mail: menorah@menorah.org 
Internet Page: http://www.menorah.org

god2100

	[image: image28.png]Have You

‘i FOUR

SPIRITUAL
LAWS?





Just as there are physical laws that govern
the physical universe, so are there spiritual laws
that govern your relationship with God.
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God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life.
God's Love
"God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16, NIV).

God's Plan
[Christ speaking] "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly"
[that it might be full and meaningful] (John 10:10).

Why is it that most people are not experiencing that abundant life?

Because...
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Man is sinful and separated from God.
Therefore, he cannot know and experience
God's love and plan for his life.
Man is Sinful
"All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).

Man was created to have fellowship with God; but, because of his own stubborn
self-will, he chose to go his own independent way and fellowship with God was broken.
This self-will, characterized by an attitude of active rebellion or passive indifference,
is an evidence of what the Bible calls sin.

Man Is Separated
"The wages of sin is death" [spiritual separation from God] (Romans 6:23).
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This diagram illustrates that God is holy and man is sinful. A great gulf separates the two. The arrows illustrate that man is continually trying to reach God and the abundant life through his own efforts, such as a good life, philosophy, or religion
-but he inevitably fails. 



The third law explains the only way to bridge this gulf...
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Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin. 
Through Him you can know and experience
God's love and plan for your life.
He Died In Our Place
"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).

He Rose from the Dead
"Christ died for our sins... He was buried... He was raised on the third day,
according to the Scriptures... He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.
After that He appeared to more than five hundred..." (1 Corinthians 15:3-6).

He Is the Only Way to God
"Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life, no one comes to
the Father but through Me'" (John 14:6).
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This diagram illustrates that God has bridged the gulf that separates us from Him by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross in our place to pay the penalty for our sins. 



It is not enough just to know these three laws...
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We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord;
then we can know and experience God's love and plan for our lives.
We Must Receive Christ
"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children
of God, even to those who believe in His name" (John 1:12).

We Receive Christ Through Faith
"By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God; not as result of works that no one should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9).

When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth
(Read John 3:1-8.)

We Receive Christ Through Personal Invitation
[Christ speaking] "Behold, I stand at the door and knock;
if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him" (Revelation 3:20).

Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting
Christ to come into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us what He wants us to be.
Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross
for our sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience.
We receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act of the will.

These two circles represent two kinds of lives:
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Self-Directed Life
S-Self is on the throne
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-Christ is outside the life
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-Interests are directed by self, often 
resulting in discord and frustration

Christ-Directed Life
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-Christ is in the life and on the throne
S-Self is yielding to Christ,
resulting in harmony with God's plan
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-Interests are directed by Christ,
resulting in harmony with God's plan

Which circle best represents your life?
Which circle would you like to have represent your life?



The following explains how you can receive Christ:

You Can Receive Christ Right Now by Faith Through Prayer
(Prayer is talking with God)
God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude
of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer:

Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life.
Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be.

Does this prayer express the desire of your heart? If it does, I invite you to pray this
prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised.
Now that you have received Christ
Divide the class into groups to twos. Practice the four spiritual laws to each other.
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原则一：
神 爱 你，并 且 为 你 的 生 命 有 一 奇 妙 的 计 划。
神的爱
神 爱 世 人，甚 至 将 他 的 独 生 子 （耶 稣）赐 给 他 们，叫 一 切 信 他 的，不 致 灭 亡，反 得 永 生。（约 翰 福 音 3：16）
神的计划
耶 稣 说：我 来 了 是 要 叫 人 得 生 命，并 且 得 的 更 丰盛。（更有意义的生活）（约翰福音10：10）
为 什 么 大 多 数 的 人 都 没 有 经 验 过 这 种 丰 盛 的 生 命 呢？
因 为 ...
 



原则二：
人 因 有 罪 而 与 神 隔 绝，所 以 不 能 知 道 并 经 验 神 的 爱 和 神 为 他 生 命 的 计 划。

人因有罪
因 为 世 人 都 犯 了 罪，亏 缺 了 神 的 荣 耀。(罗马书3：23）
神 创 造 人 原 是 要 人 享 受 与 他 同 在 一 起 的 快 乐，但 因 各 人 顽 固 任 性，偏 行 己 路，背 向 真 神，以 致 与 神 隔 绝。这 种 向 神 任 性 的 态 度，使 人 对 神 漠 不 关 心 或 公 开 反 对，就是 圣 经 所 说 的 罪。

与神隔绝
因 为 罪 的 工 价 乃 是 死。（灵 性 与 神 绝）（罗 马 书 6：23）
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圣 洁 的 神 与 有 罪 的 人 中 间，有 如 深 渊 隔 绝。虽 然 人 不 断 地 用 自 己 的 方 法，就 如 善 行、道 德、宗 教、哲 学 等，来 寻 神 和 丰 盛 的 生 命，但 是 总 得 不 着。
第 三 原 则 告 诉 我 们 这 难 题 唯 一 的 答 案 ...
 



原则三：
耶 稣 基 督 是 神 为 人 的 罪 所 预 备 的 唯 一 救 法。藉 着 他 你 可 以 知 道 并 经 验 神 的 爱 和 神 为 你 生 命 的 计 划。
耶稣为我们死
唯 有 基 督 在 我 们 还 作 罪 人 的 时 候 为 我 们 死，神 的 爱 就 在 此 向 我 们 显 明 了。（罗 马 书 5：8）
耶稣从死里复活
基 督 照 圣 经 所 说，为 我 们 的 罪 死 了，而 且 埋 葬 了，又 照 圣 经 所 说，第 三 天 复 活 了，并 且 显 给 矶 法 看，然 后 显 给 十 二 使 徒 看，后 来 一 时 显 给 五 百 多 弟 兄 看。（哥 林 多 前 书15：3－6）
耶稣基督是唯一的道路 
耶 稣 说：我 就 是 道 路、真 理、生 命；若 不 藉 着 我，没 有 人 能 到 父 （神） 那 里 去。（约 翰 福 音 14：6）
[image: image41.png]e





神 差 他 儿 子 耶 稣 基 督，为 我 们 的 罪 死 在 十 字 架 上，成 为 神 与 人 中 间 的 桥 梁，沟 通 了 两 者 之 间 的 深 渊。
只 知 道 以 上 三 个 原 则 还 不 够 ...
 



原则四：
我 们 必 须 亲 自 接 受 耶 稣 基 督 作 救 主 和 生 命 的 主，这 样 我 们 才 能 知 道 并 经 验 神 的 爱 和 神 为 我 们 生 命 的 计 划。
我们必须接受基督
凡 接 待 他 的，就 是 信 他 名 的 人，他 就 赐 他 们 权 柄，作 神 的 儿 女。（约 翰 福 音 1：12）
我们藉着信心接受基督
你 们 得 救 是 本 乎 恩，也 因 着 信，这 并 不 是 出 于 自 己，乃 是 神 所 赐 的，也 不 是 出 于 行 为，免 得 有 人 自 夸。（以 弗 所 书 2：8－9）
我们必须亲自邀请基督进入心中
耶 稣 说：看 哪，我 站 在 门 外 叩 门，若 有 听 见 我 声 音 就 开 门 的，我 要 进 到 他 那 里 去。（启 示 录 3：20）
接 受 基 督 包 括 自 我 转 向 神 （悔 改），相 信 基 督 进 入 我 们 的 生 命，赦 免 我 们 的 罪，使 我 们 成 为 合 神 心 意 的 人。人 只 在 理 智 上 同 意 关 于 基 督 的 真 理，或 只 有 一 些 情 感 的 经 验，都 是 不 够 的。我 们 必 须 藉 着 信 心（意 志 的 行 动）去接 爱 基 督。
这 两 个 圆 圈 代 表 两 种 生 命：
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	自我管理的生命
自我在生命的宝座上

基督在生命以外

人 生 各 项 活 动 在 自 我 管理 之 下，
时 常 产 生 各 种 的 混 乱 和 不 安
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	基督管理的生命
基督在生命的宝座上
自我退下宝座
人 生 各 项 活 动 在 基 督 管 理 之 下，
结 果 就 合 乎 神 的 计 划


那 一 个 圆 圈 代 表 你 现 在 的 生 命？

你 愿 意 那 一 个 圆 圈 代 表 你 的 生 命？
以 下 说 明 你 怎 样 才 能 接 受 基 督：


你 现 在 就 可 以 藉 着 信 心 的 祷 告 接 受 基 督
（祷告就是和神交谈）

神 知 道 你 的 心，他 看 重 你 内 心 的 态 度，过 于 你 的 言 语，下 面 的 祷 告 可 作 参 考：

主 耶 稣 啊！我 需 要 你。感 谢 你 为 我 的 罪 死 在 十 字 架 上。我 愿 意 打 开 心 门 接 受 你 作 我 的 救 主 和 生 命 的 主。感 谢 你 赦 免 我 的 罪 并 赐 给 我 永 生，求 你 管 理 我 的 一 生，使 我 成 为 你 所 喜 悦 的 人。奉 主 耶 稣 的 名 祷 告，阿 们。

这 个 祷 告 是 否 合 乎 你 的 心 愿？

如 果 是，请 你 现 在 就 作同 样 的 祷 告，基 督 就 会 照 着   他 的 应 许 进 入 你 的 生 命。
你是否做以上的祷告？
· 是


Week 3: Study the examples of evangelism in the Old Testament.  Do Assignment 3: Summarize lecture notes.
Moses (Ex 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12) “Let my people go to worship Jehovah.”
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam (Ex 15) Sing, praise, and dance to the Lord!

Moses delivered the Ten Commandments to the Israelites. (Ex 20)

Moses set up civil laws, criminal laws, human right laws. (Ex 21, 22)

Moses set up moral laws, and religious laws. (Ex 22, 23)

Moses set up the Tabernacle to worship Jehovah. (Ex 25, 26, 27)
Hanna’s prayer (I Sam 2)
David’s dance (II Sam 6)
David’s prayer (II Sam 7)

David’s last words (I King 2)
Solomon’s sermon (II Chronicles 6)

Nehemiah’s prayer (Ne 2)
All 150 Psalms

All 31 chapters of Proverbs
All 12 chapters of Ecclesiastes

All 66 chapters of Isaiah

All 52 chapters of Jeremiah

All 5 chapters of Lamentations

All other major and minor prophets, especially Jonah

Week 4:  Study the examples of evangelism in the New Testament. Do Assignment 4: Summarize lecture notes.
John the Baptist (Matt 3)

The Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5, 6, 7)

John the Apostle (John 1)

Peter’s sermon (Acts 2)

Paul’s sermon to the Jews (Acts 13)

Paul’s sermon to the Greeks (Acts 17)

All 16 chapters of Romans

All Paul’s Epistles 

All 13 chapters of Hebrews

All 5 chapters of James

All chapters in the First and Second Peter’s Epistles
All chapters in John’s Epistles

The Book of Jude

All 22 chapters of Revelations

Week 5: Review the evangelism in the early churches. Do Assignment 5: Summarize lecture notes. 
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Introduction

In Acts 5:12-42 Luke reveals the early church's pattern of evangelism.

A. An Analysis of the Church's Growth

1. Rapid growth

From its inception the church grew rapidly. Acts 2:41 says that on the Day of Pentecost "there were added unto them about three thousand souls." Acts 2:47 says, "The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." In Acts 4:4 we discover that "the number of the men [Gk., an[ma]er, "adult male"] was about five thousand." Acts 5:14 says, "Believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women." In Acts 6:7 Luke records that "the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly." Acts 8:6 notes that in response to Philip's ministry "the people with one accord gave heed." Acts 9:31 says, "Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, were multiplied." In Acts 11:21 Luke says that "a great number believed," and verse 24 reiterates that "many people were added to the Lord." The church was growing so quickly that within weeks, thousands had joined. Believers were actively evangelizing--the church was reaching the world.

2. Real growth

That tremendous growth continued, although being a Christian back then wasn't easy. The price was high, the demands were extreme, and total commitment was essential. But after having counted the cost, many were still coming to Christ. There's nothing wrong with tremendous growth if it's the result of evangelism--that's the only kind of growth that is real. Those Christians wanted to win others to Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, they did. Their only motive was God's glory, so the Holy Spirit magnified their work. Later in Acts when Paul and Barnabas reported the conversion of Gentiles, "they caused great joy unto all the brethren" (15:3). There's nothing more exciting to the people of God than being used by God to draw others to Himself.

3. Regular growth

Today some would suggest that when a church reaches 600, 1,400, or 2,000 it should stop reaching out. The early church in Jerusalem had 3,000 the first day--and had just begun! It's tragic for a church to become satisfied with its growth. Regardless of how many believers there are, there need to be more. Those who know Christ can't be content just to attend their churches, feast on the Word, and excuse themselves from reaching others, thinking there are so many here already. Everything we learn should make us more effective in winning others to Christ because evangelism is our mission.

B. The Annals of the Church's Growth

In Acts 1 we see our Lord equipping the future church, as it still remained in the womb of God's promise. Then in chapter 2 the church was born. Immediately it began to grow and was nurtured in "the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (2:42). Naturally with growth came opposition, and its infant muscles were tested. But it became stronger as a result. The church's task was simple: to reach the world. And it was totally committed to it. In chapter 4 they prayed, "Lord, behold their threatenings; and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child, Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness" (vv. 29-31). These members of the early church were committed to evangelism.

They were committed not only to evangelism, but also to each other. Acts 4:32-37 stresses that there was unity and sharing. That text describes two essentials for effective evangelism: individuals proclaiming the Word and a collective unity. Jesus emphasized the importance of unity when He prayed that His followers might be one so the world would believe that the Father sent the Son (John 17:21). In John 13:35 He tells His disciples, "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." So their evangelism flowed naturally from personal communication and collective unity. But at that point Satan struck. In chapter 5 a great sin, which threatened to be a blight on the church, surfaced. Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit in an effort to be considered spiritual. God disciplined them before the whole church by taking their lives, illustrating the severity of sin in the church. Thus God immediately cut out the cancer that had crept into the church. So when we get to verse 12, the church is pure again, and evangelism is ready to flourish.

Lesson

Acts 5:12-42 highlights five progressive features that are keys to effective evangelism.

I. PURITY (vv. 12b-14)

"They were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. And of the rest dared no man join himself to them; but the people magnified them. And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women."

A. A Mandate for Purity

1. The proof

a) Stated

In Acts 5:1-11 God disciplined Ananias and Sapphira because the church must be pure to make an impression on the world. Nineteenth century Scottish minister Robert Murray McCheyne said, "It is not great talents God blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon in the hand of God" (Memoirs of McCheyne, Andrew A. Bonar, ed. [Chicago: Moody, 1947], p. 95). So to reach the world the church must be pure. I believe God still purifies the church as He did in Acts 5. Hebrews 12:6 says, "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." First Corinthians 11:30 reveals that God took the lives of some Corinthian believers because they had abused the Lord's Table. First John 5:16 refers to "a sin unto death." Although God still disciplines directly, today He has primarily committed discipline within the church to its leaders and members. We are responsible to discipline not only our own lives but also the lives of those around us. After examining our own hearts, we must be alert for sin in the church. Ephesians 5:11 says, "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness but, rather reprove them." First Timothy 5:2O says, "Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear." In 1 Timothy 1:20 Paul mentions Hymenaeus and Alexander by name, saying they were "delivered unto Satan, that they [might] learn not to blaspheme." In Titus 1:13 Paul exhorts Titus to rebuke unruly believers "sharply, that they may be sound in the faith." In Luke 17:3 Jesus says, "If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him." The church must examine sin within itself because purity is basic to evangelism.

b) Illustrated

First Corinthians 5:1-6 says, "It is reported commonly that there is fornication [sexual sin] among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles [heathen], that one should have his father's wife. And ye are puffed up [proud of your sin], and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath done this deed, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan [to put him out of the church] for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. . . . Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?" The church must deal with sin.

2. The process

In Matthew 18 Christ presents a clear process for dealing with sin in the church.

a) Matthew 18:15--"If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother." It's amazing how many Christians refuse to go to the one who has done wrong. Instead they create a circle of talk and gossip. It is biblical to approach the person himself first.

b) Matthew 18:16--"But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established." Your responsibility doesn't end once you have gone to a sinning brother privately and he has refused to listen. Take two or three others with you and lovingly confront him with his sin again.

c) Matthew 18:17a--"If he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church." This is what you do if he refuses to listen to you all.

d) Matthew 18:17b--"If he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a tax collector." That doesn't mean he loses his salvation; it means he should be put outside the fellowship because he will harm it by bringing in his sin. The church is committing the sinning brother to God's discipline. Practicing church discipline can raise some difficult problems. But the early church never sidestepped difficult issues. Those believers understood what was at stake: not the feelings of a sinning brother but a pure church from which to communicate the gospel to the world. It's a question of priorities.

3. The pattern

God Himself was the first to practice church discipline to show how critical purity is. Harry Ironside said, "If the Spirit of God were working in that way today, what a lot of work there would be for the undertakers!" (Lectures on the Book of Acts [N.J.: Loizeaux, 1975], p. 132. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was a gash in the lovely body of the infant church; a splash of filth on the white raiment of God's chosen. In 1 Peter 4:17 Peter says, "Judgment must begin at the house of God."

B. A Model of Purity

Acts 5:12b-14 is a large parenthetical comment that discusses the purity of the early church in Jerusalem.

1. A record of the church's purity (v. 12b)

"They were all with one accord in Solomon's porch."

The sin within the church had been rooted out, and all were with one accord--the church was pure again. That doesn't mean all the members were sinlessly perfect. It means they were being honest with God and confessing their sin, not hiding it deceitfully as were Ananias and Sapphira. Luke said they were all in "Solomon's porch," which was one of the elevated sides of the great court of the Temple. Peter and John healed a man there, and then Peter preached there (3:17-26). Thus Solomon's Porch had apparently become a customary place for Christians to assemble daily for the times of prayer in the Temple. It was a perfect spot, because at the times of prayer masses of people crowded into the courtyard. Those Christians who were elevated slightly on Solomon's Porch would be able to catch the eye and interest of everyone there.

2. The results of the church's purity (vv. 13-14)

a) Stated negatively (v. 13a)

"Of the rest dared no man join himself to them."

No one else dared to join the Christians who had gathered in Solomon's Porch. Usually when something is new, exciting, and fast-growing, people are eager to jump on the bandwagon, but not in this case. Verse 5 explains: "Ananias. . .fell down, and died; and great fear came on all them that heard these things." Verses 10-11 add, "Then fell [Sapphira] down immediately at his feet, and died. . . . And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things." People weren't anxious to join that movement because it was dangerous! You could die! So only those who were totally committed to Jesus Christ became part of the church. It was too risky for those who weren't. People naturally avoid any relationship where their sin will be confronted--unless they're totally committed. So only those whom God was adding became part of the church. Discipline in the church is important because it makes our evangelism pure and protects us from the infiltration of the world.

Total Commitment: Jesus' Requirement for Church Membership

Today's churches are filled with sinning saints. Because there's no price to belonging, people who don't belong constantly infiltrate the church. There's nothing to fear, and church membership can be advantageous to them. The problem is that most churches don't require any deep commitment of their members. Consequently unbelievers, hypocrites, and people with shallow commitments infiltrate the church and prevent the purity that should characterize it. Membership in the church of Jesus Christ demands a total life commitment. God's standard is perfection, even beyond what we can experience or understand. When anyone who wants to can belong and become deeply involved, the church becomes impure and obscures the truth. I am not saying we shouldn't welcome those who don't know Jesus Christ--we welcome them wholeheartedly with His love because we want them to come to Christ. But when they come to unite with His church, we must stress God's standards for admission. By that we're not trying to keep them out, but to tell them what God demands to get in: total commitment to Jesus Christ. 

b) Stated positively (v. 13b-14)

"But the people magnified them. And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women."

Only believers were added to the church. That is the way it is supposed to be. We need purity that is motivated not by legalism but by a love for God, who desires to keep His church pure. What plagues Christianity today is the multitude of unsaved church members who can hide in the church, because it never confronts sin and allows membership for anyone who asks. A frequent excuse for not disciplining is that we might offend someone. But that's like saying, "I don't want to tell my lungs that they have cancer because they might be offended."

The Church's Check System

When I talk about the responsibility of the church to discipline, I'm not talking about the church on the corner or a denomination, but about every Christian. Each believer has the responsibility to maintain personal purity and to help fellow believers do the same. We do that by our example and rebuking them of sin we are aware of. Knowing that other believers are lovingly watching our lives helps us to be pure. It's a check system. If you know something in your life is wrong, make it right. If you know of sin in the life of a brother, go to him privately, and in love admonish him. If the church is pure, our evangelism will be also. 

Some--often because of the fear that they themselves will be discovered--argue that such teaching will keep unbelievers from attending church. However, real evangelism starts with a pure church. When the church is pure, God adds genuine believers to it. If the price of membership is high, as it ought to be, the church will be composed of legitimate members. Although our love extends to everyone because of Jesus' death for them, people must understand the cost of belonging and weigh it carefully. Our churches must not allow unbelievers to hide in the church as members. Because we love them, we should want them to truly know Jesus Christ.

Jesus' High Standard for Belonging to Him

Luke 9:57-58 says, "It came to pass that, as they went on the way, a certain man said unto [Jesus], Lord, I will follow thee wherever thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head." Somewhere between verse 58 and 59 that man leaves and never returns. Verse 59 says "he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father." His father probably was still living. Perhaps he wanted to wait until his father died and he had received his inheritance before following Christ. The Lord responded, "Let the dead [those who are spiritually dead] bury their dead [those who are physically dead]; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God" (v. 60). Apparently that man also left. Verses 61- 62 continue, "Another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, who are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." Christ demands total commitment.

In Matthew 10:32-39 Jesus says, "Whosoever, therefore, shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father, who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father, who is in heaven. Think not that I am come to send peace on earth; l am come not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in- law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." He seeks people who will lose everything and follow Him.

Some may think that kind of commitment produces a weighty and slavish life. Others may wonder why anyone would want to become a Christian. In Matthew 11:28-30 Christ balances the demand for total commitment by saying, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." The Lord demands total commitment, but once we are willing to make it, He shoulders the rest of our burden. Knowing Jesus Christ is truly a great joy. 

Notice the last part of verse 14 speaks of "multitudes both of men and women." The church grew so fast that they stopped counting. A pure, saved, fully committed membership is the key to real growth. Evangelism begins as we emphasize purity within our own lives and churches.

II. POWER (vv. 12a, 15-16)

A pure church will always have power, and the church in Jerusalem had it. The Sanhedrin had threatened the apostles against any public ministry (4:18). No one could speak about the resurrection. But it's impossible to hide the power of a pure church, so they were bold, and the church progressed.

A. Seen Through Signs and Wonders (v. 12a)

"And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people."

The apostles were regularly doing miracles. The gifts of miracles, healings, tongues, and interpretations of tongues were sign gifts, which God gave to the apostles and certain Old Testament prophets to confirm the Word. After seeing the miracles that the apostles did in the name of Jesus Christ, the people were open to hearing about Him. Those miracles verified the apostles' message. In fact, in 2 Corinthians 12:12 Paul calls miraculous gifts "the signs of an apostle." Hebrews 2:4 speaks of the apostles having certain miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, which they used to verify the validity of their message. Jesus Himself used miracles to confirm His message. He went into a town, performed miracles, and then told the people who He was.

The miracles in Acts 5 are an answer to the church's prayer in chapter 4, where they said, "Grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child, Jesus" (vv. 29-30). But God couldn't grant that request until the church was pure. The Greek words translated signs and wonders emphasize their purpose. "Signs" point to something, and "wonders" create an attitude of amazement. All the miracles pointed to the deity of Jesus Christ, and created wonder in the minds of the people.

B. Seen Through Healings (vv. 15-16)

"Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds [the valuable, soft beds of the rich] and couches [the typical beds of the poor], that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them who were vexed with unclean spirits; and they were healed every one."

The streets of Jerusalem were an incredible sight. Everywhere there were beds occupied by rich and poor alike, all waiting for the apostles to move through town. The inhabitants of Jerusalem actually believed that Peter's shadow could heal. Some ancient peoples believed that a man's shadow carried his influence, so parents would place their children into the shadow of great men and snatch them away from the shadow of someone they disliked. The text doesn't say that Peter's shadow healed anyone, only that the people believed so. Their actions display a tremendous respect for Peter. Great miracles indeed occurred.

Can We Expect Miracles Today?

Someone may ask, "If the church is pure today, will all those miracles continue?" No. The miraculous gifts have passed away because they were for the establishment of the church (cf., Heb. 2:3- 4). There is no biblical promise that those miracles would continue. Some people argue that such miracles can happen today because we live in the end times. But the Holy Spirit says that at the end of this age there will be apostasy, lawlessness, departure from the faith, false religions, delusions, and doctrines of devils--no miracles. However, the Bible does say there will be signs and wonders. Second Thessalonians 2:9 says there will be "power and signs and lying wonders" propagated by Satan. Although Paul is referring to the events surrounding the Tribulation, we've already begun to see "the mystery of iniquity" at work (2 Thess. 2:7). Some "lying wonders" are happening even now under demonic influence.

The early church was a powerful church. The church today can be too if we're pure. The same applies to every individual believer. Reminding Timothy of the priorities for ministry, Paul said, "Keep thyself pure" (1 Tim. 5:22). God uses only holy instruments.

Conclusion

Second Timothy 2:19-21 says, "The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his; and, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to dishonor. If a man, therefore, purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and fit for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work." Clay, wood, silver, and gold vessels are all in the Father's house, but no one wants to be a clay pot when he could be a gold one. No one wants to be on a shelf when he could be fit for the Master's use. Keep yourself pure. As each Christian keeps himself pure and keeps his brothers and sisters in Christ accountable, the church will have the power to reach the ends of the earth and minister spiritual healing to the multitudes--all to the glory of God.

Focusing on the Facts

1. What do Acts 2:41, 4:4, and 6:7 teach about the early church (see p. 1)?

2. Everything we learn should make us more effective in winning others to Christ because _______ is our _______ (see p. 2).

3. What was the early church nurtured in (see p. 2)?

4. What does Acts 4:32-37 stress? Explain (see p. 2).

5. Why did God discipline Ananias and Sapphira before the whole church (Acts 5:1-11; see p. 2)?

6. To whom has God primarily committed discipline within the church? Explain (see p. 3).

7. Explain the process Jesus gave for dealing with sin in the church (Matt. 18:15-17; see p. 4).

8. Where was Solomon's Porch? Why did it become a gathering place for Christians (see p. 5)?

9. Explain why people who were uncommitted were reluctant to join the church (see p. 5).

10. Why is discipline important in the church (see p. 6)?

11. Explain Jesus' standard for belonging to Him (see pp. 7-8).

12. What was the purpose of the miracles performed by the apostles in Acts? Explain (see pp. 8-9).

13. Are the miracles that occurred in Acts 5 supposed to occur today? Explain (see pp. 9-10).

Pondering the Principles

1. In Matthew 18:15-17 our Lord gave us a clear directive for effectively dealing with sin in the lives of others. Unfortunately it is too seldom followed. When a believer knows a brother is in sin, the most common responses are to ignore the problem, to tell one's friends--occasionally that is excused as a prayer request--or to report his sinful actions to the pastor or someone else in authority. All those responses are unbiblical. Read Matthew 18:15- 17, noting the progression. You may want to memorize verses 15-17, or at least memorize that Matthew 18 contains the biblical process of confronting sin in the church. Ask God to enable you to react biblically the next time you know a brother is in sin. Read Galatians 6:1 to know the proper attitude for carrying out Matthew 18.

2. Although we are responsible to help each other stay pure, Matthew 7:3-5 graphically demonstrates that our first priority is to "cast the beam out of [our] own eye." Before we help others, we should investigate our own condition. Sometimes when we think of personal purity, we think only of external behavior. But in 2 Corinthians 7:1 Paul says we should rid ourselves of "all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (emphasis added). Are you now guilty of some sin of the flesh or the mind? Have you sinned by what you have said? Stop now and acknowledge your sins to God, asking for His forgiveness and restoration.

Re-evaluation of our evangelism
We do not need to speak of secrets in the early church as far as its evangelistic success was concerned. A prayerful and concerned look at the documents they left posterity (the New Testament) will inform us and resolve all doubt.

Today's church is in bad need of reformation in most areas of her theology and in her mission.

The early church impacted the world. For them to evangelize was so to present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit that men come to put their faith in God through Him, to receive Him as their Saviour and necessarily to serve Him as their absolute King in the fellowship of His church. For them evangelism was not individualistic; it was a corporate effort. It was not a system; they adopted no four spiritual laws, making out of the gospel a hackneyed formula that, being so simplistic, made no sense to their audience. For them evangelism was not the task of the ordained ministry alone; rather the elders trained the saints to evangelize and reach out to a lost world (Eph.4). For them evangelism was not man-made propaganda; God was intimately involved in it. For them evangelism often cost them their own comfort; they were persecuted, maltreated, discriminated against, and even martyred.

Does this speak to us? Is this the picture we have of the modern evangelist who most of the time visits places where an evangelical witness is already established, and preaches in the milieu of the church with, perhaps, visitors attending?

The early Christians were culturally deprived, they had hardly any academic learning, they had no heirachical organizations, and yet they turned the world upside-down. We have all the advantages and yet the world does not even pay attention, let alone be changed by the message. Something is wrong somewhere; and it's not hard to know where.

We specialize in getting to know the culture, and in becoming sensitive to the needs of the people. But the impact at the end of the day is almost nil. By contrast, the early church was confronted with tremendous handicaps: no equipment, no large numbers, no literature, and yet, using their mouth and their feet, they did the work. They went; they spoke; the Lord added to His church!

Christianity for them was not a comfortable extra added to their lives to bring it somewhat more in shape. No, they were dedicated: "For me to live is Christ." They experienced a joyful sense of discovery: "Christ in you, the hope of glory." Theirs was a transparent love: they shared their goods together, quite spontaneously and willingly. They endured hardship; they were not chocolate soldiers, that melted under the first exposure to heat. They were concerned for those outside; they wanted them in to taste and see that the Lord is good. They had an awesome sense of responsibility: "I am innocent of the blood of all of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:26,27). Their priorities were straightened out: they knew what was absolutely essential and what was desirable (Acts 6:4). They stuck to the God-given mandate. The power of their lives was evident: their conversion was genuine and transforming (1 Cor.6:11). "Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full assurance" (1 Thess.1:5).

This could happen again. It did happen during the time of the Protestant Reformation where thousands upon thousands were given sight of the glory of the all-sufficient Christ; it happened again during Whitefield's and Edwards's time. It could happen again!

I am not trying to ignore the heresy and immorality that regularly harassed the early church. The New Testament gives us a picture of living vibrant churches that were not lacking in doctrinal and ethical problems. But they dealt with the problems and fought them. Generally they exercised local church discipline, and when they didn't they were severely reprimanded (1 Cor.5). And they were regularly taught the fundamentals of the faith and fellowshipped with each other (Acts 2:42).

The quality of the apostolic church was distinctive. Here was a church devoted to every member ministry. Here was a church which cared: about new believers, about the hungry, the widows, the orphans, the poor, the underprivileged. But it was not a short-sighted church: they cared about those who had never heard the gospel.

It was also a church where the koinonia was real (Acts 13:1ff); whose leadership was shared according to the biblical pattern; whose worship was dynamic, with unity and variety and the same time, with fasting and prayer, with order, spontaneity and silence before the God of all the earth. No orchestra to dull the senses, no noise to awaken the depressed. It was an obedient church, walking in the precepts and commandments of the Lord.

It was a church which looked beyond itself, having a visionary outreach, remarkable and impressive. Sending out evangelists such as Paul and Barnabas, or Paul and Silas. It spoke out the Word, as the Lord made it clear that it was to all people, to all whom they met, in the marketplace, in the synagogue, in the streets, at their workplace.

The apostolic church held doctrine in prominence and foundational to all other aspects of its life and prosperity. Its deacons were able to present apologetic speeches that confuted the enemies (Acts 7), and budding teachers were taken care of, as, for instance, Prisca and Aquila took Apollos and showed him the way of the Lord more correctly.

It was a church with one overmastering passion. Its members were soon called Christians (Acts 11:26), a nickname that showed that its members were devoted to Jesus Christ, just as the Augustiani were employed by Augustus, loyal and committed to him. This was the supreme secret of an evangelistic church: one that has a single passion - only Jesus. No encumbrances, no cobwebs that blur the vision. Only Jesus, in all His glory and majesty. The King by whose command they operated.

They looked for conversions, and expected real conversions to happen. They looked for touched consciences, for minds to be opened, for wills to be reached and bent to obedience, for transformed lives. To this end they spoke to a need, a real spiritual needs; not about the abolition of slavery, or the emancipation of women, primarily, but about the liberty of the soul through Christ. They therefore told of Jesus: of Jesus as fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures; of Jesus as the Perfect Man, of Jesus the Divine Messiah; of Jesus crucified, making atonement for sin; of Jesus risen; of Jesus exalted and reigning, and therefore of a contemporary Jesus.

They offered a gift, in Christ's name, the gift of eternal life. And they expected a response. They did not mean to just influence society; they wanted to win society for Jesus Christ.

Their motives in evangelism were God-honouring. They bothered because of God's love; because of Christ's command; because of the Holy Spirit's thrust. They knew the terror of the Lord and therefore sought to persuade men; they were conscious of their responsibility. They counted it a privilege to proclaim Christ. They knew other people's needs, for Jesus had come to seek and to save those who are lost (Luke 19:10). Their engagement in world-evangelism brought them great joy (1 Thess.1:5,6), even though with joy there was affliction too.

In the light of such a tremendous beginning, we should all the more evaluate what evangelists we, as churches, are supporting, and what type of evangelists are we proving to be in the midst of our own society.

The early church evangelists presented themselves as ambassadors of the King, not as entertainers. No wishy-washy presentation of the gospel, take it or leave it. They went for every-member witness (Acts 8:1,4), and they were trained for this by their elders who themselves were to set the example and preach nothing but the Word, whether it be in season or out of season (2 Tim.4:2,5). The following principles were prominent:

1. They worked outwards from the centre (Acts 1:8). Paul had plans and a system in his evangelism; nothing haphazard (Romans 15:22-25).

2. They concentrated on the 'godfearing fringe,' that is, the Jews who already had an acquaintance with the Scriptures.

3. They ran a lot of home meetings (Acts 17:5; 18:7; 21:8; 12:12; 2:46; 5:42; 10:22). Paul rented a house in Rome and invited the Jews in, and testified solemnly to them about the kingdom of God.

4. They loved to discuss on neutral ground (Acts 22; 2 Tim.4:16,17). The market-place was an ideal spot.

5. They wrote and disseminated literature. What is the New Testament but a collection of correspondence and records. But they wrote apologies too, and treatises addressed to emperors and men in high places.

6. They engaged in missionary journeys.

7. They relied on personal talks. Mass evangelism is fine, but it must be backed with personal contacts.

Today's church is neglecting to follow the God-given pattern; it has even been foolish enough to adopt worldly methods thinking that she's wiser than God. We must take God's vision to heart, and adopt it as our own. God's gospel is still powerful and effective. But it must be sounded by clean vessels, such as God desires.

My appeal is that we should start with our own local church and patiently face the current, challenging our brethren in love to see that the New Testament pattern is still valid. We have no right to lay it on the shelf.

Early Church Fathers
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Week 6: Review the evangelism in the 20th century. Do Assignment 6: Summarize lecture notes.

Ten greatest preachers:
1. James S. Stewart (1896-1990)

Most readers will be surprised that Stewart’s name appears at the top of such a list, though few would deny he belongs in this distinguished company. The gifted Scottish preacher taught New Testament at the University of Edinburgh, was Chaplain to the Queen in Scotland, and served in 1963-1964 as Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

Stewart was committed to expository preaching, and preached with an earnestness and energy that was warmly received by his listeners. Much of Stewart’s influence on American preaching was through his writing and lectures. His books such as Heralds of God (the published version of his Warrack Lectures at Edinburgh) and A Faith to Proclaim (the published version of his Lyman Beecher Lectures on Preaching at Yale) have inspired tens of thousands of preachers to strive for greater effectiveness in their proclamation of God’s Word. As Stewart challenged in A Faith to Proclaim:

“‘I, yet not I, but Christ.’ To be thus taken command of, so that our testimony, when we go out to speak of Christ, is not ours at all, but Christ’s self-testimony — this is our vocation and the hope of our ministry. It is God’s great promise and demand to every preacher of the Word. Here, in all reverence and humility, the disciple may take upon his lips the saying of his Lord: ‘To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world.’”

**********

“Born in 1893, the son of a popular Bible teacher in the YMCA movement, James Stewart was an acclaimed preacher both in his native Scotland and also in America. He served as Pastor of three Church of Scotland congregations, and then joined the faculty of New College, the divinity school of the University of Edinburgh.

Though I never had the privilege of hearing Stewart preach in person, I have listened, spell-bound, to some taped sermons, and have underlined many a memorable statement in those I have read in my library. He was a preacher’s preacher, possessing gifts most of us can only dream of.

I appreciate his ministry for many reasons — his sermons were thoroughly biblical (he argued persuasively for expository preaching), erudite without being stuffy, eloquent though not ornate, moving but not cheaply emotional, eminently practical, often conscience-piercing, and above all, God-exalting.

Yet the thing I appreciate most is his commitment to the mandate of world evangelization. In his own preaching he did not hesitate to call men and women to personal faith in Christ, and he challenged his students and others to do the work of the evangelist. In his Beecher Lectures in 1953 he declared with characteristic directness, that there is “no place today for a Church that is not aflame with the Spirit who is the Lord and Giver of life, nor any value in a theology which is not passionately missionary” (A Faith to Proclaim, p.12). In an earlier book consisting of lectures on preaching originally given to his students, he wrote that “no Church is anything more than a pathetic pietistic backwater unless it is first and fundamentally and all the time a world missionary Church” (Heralds of God, p. 30). (William Hogan, Professor Emeritus of Preaching, Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, MS)

***********

2. Billy Graham (1918- )

A dynamic preacher and evangelist, Billy Graham — through the televising of mass crusades — has proclaimed the gospel to more persons than any other preacher in history. In the process, Graham has become a “national chaplain” for Americans and a world citizen and ambassador for Christ.

Graham’s preaching is simple and straightforward, filled with illustrations drawn from the day’s headlines. And each sermon is focused intently on a single purpose: to draw men and women to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Over a ministry about to enter its seventh decade, God has blessed Graham’s preaching and has used his faithfulness and integrity to draw hundreds of thousands to respond to the call of Christ.

Through his long life and ministry, Graham has built a remarkable organization which today reaches far beyond sponsoring mass evangelistic crusades. Through television and movies, radio, books and magazines, and a network of related activities, this anointed preacher has faithfully proclaimed Christ across America and around the globe.

**********

“The numbers speak of greatness and complexity. He has preached in person to more people than any human being who has ever lived. While his pulpit started in white-frame churches, trailer parks, and circus tents it rapidly moved to cathedrals, stadiums, and other arenas which are among the world’s largest public gathering places.

He’s been called “America’s Pastor” and has ministered personally to several American presidents. Over 100 million people have listened to his sermons. Almost 3 million of those people have responded to his famous “invitations.” But when all is said and done, Billy Graham is just a simple man with a simple message.

Raised on a North Carolina dairy farm, Graham’s pious parents were old-fashioned enough to believe in corporal punishment, mandatory daily Bible readings, and regular lectures on clean living. And while numerous icons of morality have come and gone, for 50 years Graham has endured both criticism and applause with humility, integrity, and genuineness.

Simplicity truly characterizes his message. Through all the accolades he has presented a strong Christianity with a big God, a loving Savior, a hot hell, and a glorious heaven. Yet his message has remained incredibly simple: every person is sinful before God, a predicament that can turn to forgiveness only through faith in Jesus Christ. He has communicated it through simple phrases like “The Bible says . . .” and “You must be born again” that have riveted themselves into our hearts and minds. His delivery has been even more simple, characterized by crispness and clarity that even the youngest of listeners is able to grasp.
Thank God for a preacher who takes Jesus at His Word. Thank God for a simple preacher. Thank God for Billy Graham.” (Jim Shaddix, Professor of Preaching, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary)

***********

3. George Buttrick (1892-1980)

An English-born Congregational preacher who served nearly thirty years as pastor of New York’s Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, Buttrick succeeded Henry Sloane Coffin. From that distinguished pulpit Buttrick began a teaching career at Union Theological Seminary, then as Preacher to the University at Harvard.

Buttrick exerted a profound influence on a generation of American preachers. He wrote many books and articles, and twice delivered the prestigious Lyman Beecher Lectures on Preaching at Yale. In his preaching, Buttrick sought to lift up Christ, and he believed only that preaching which was centered on the cross would im-pact eternity. As he said in his Yale lectures:

“In a Cathedral at Lucca there is a crucifix said to have been carved by Nicodemus — so clumsily carved that he left it in despair. But (says the story) in that despair an angel came while he slept and made the crucifix true both to the eye of the craftsman and the eye of the worshipper. A Spirit can thus redeem our poor preaching of the Cross. To such preaching we must pledge ourselves. Let the history of the Church be for a witness that power has visited the Church in such preaching, and that power has ebbed when the Cross has been forgotten. In any event love compels us to cry — it is all such preaching need hope or wish to say — ‘Behold the Man!’”

**********

“During his lifetime, three generations of seminarians sought Buttrick out not only as a man who knew homiletics, but more than that one who could really preach. He served brief congregational pastorates in Vermont and Illinois before he moved to Buffalo, NY, to serve the First Presbyterian Church. From there he moved to the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City, which was to be his most prominent pulpit. In the mid-fifties he began his teaching career, first at Union Theological Seminary and later Harvard.

His brilliant career in homiletics was not free of all handicaps. He was considered not to have the dramatic sort of voice that generated pulpit electricity. In fact, he said of himself that he had an “odd sandy voice, the voice of an old nurse” (Alphabet of Grace, 1970, p. 44). Nonetheless he was forceful in the pulpit and became a master at sermon construction and orderly, powerful discourse. His discipline and talent came in time to be ranked alongside Harry Emerson Fosdick and Paul Scherer. His teaching influenced all sorts of notable pulpiteers, including Frederick Buechner.

His most popular courses had to do with the outlining of sermons. He believed that a sermon’s architecture should render the sermon pleasing, beautiful, orderly and useful. His love of literature and the arts informed his clean, simple sermon outlines that intersected all of life. His sermons abounded with literary quotations.

Buttrick believed a sermon should always bear the kind of truth that saves. Once, when his church members asked him to preach more like a fundamentalist, with fundamentalist truth, he replied, “A telephone directory is literally true, and the parable of the prodigal son is not; but the telephone book is not salvation, whereas that story of human folly and divine mercy is like a daybreak on our darkness.” (The Sign of a Savior, Dec. 23, 1928). His poignant love of communication and his devotion to Biblical truth, was his gift to preaching in the 20th century. (Calvin Miller, Professor of Preaching, Beeson Divinity School, Birmingham, AL)

**********

4. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968)

King was a gifted African-American preacher and civil rights leader whose sermonic appeals for justice and personal activism helped change the course of American life. His prophetic words and actions resulted in his recognition as a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. He was tragically assassinated in 1968.

Though his theological training was provided in a context of theological liberalism, as King’s ministry progressed — as pastor of Montgomery’s Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, then Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church — his preaching grew increasingly more evangelical and biblical. His sermons became more Christ-centered, with a growing emphasis on the cross.

Steeped in the rhetorical traditions of the African-American church, King displayed gifts in the pulpit and the political arena that made him one of the most compelling speakers of the century. It is important to remember that the leader of the most profound American social movement of this century described himself as “fundamentally a clergyman, a Baptist preacher.”

**********

“Martin Luther King, Jr. was a man of great passion, devotion, and humor. His humorous side is not frequently discussed, and though often portrayed by the media to be a rather serious, no nonsense individual, in reality he was the epitome of humor. However, while he could greatly amuse a select group of friends in private, it was his passion and devotion that caught the international spotlight.

>From his family he inherited a sense of mission that encompassed him as a preacher and a Civil Rights leader. A major source of King’s theology was the African-American church. Perhaps the greatest gift willed to King from the African-American church was that of an indomitable faith in God which reverberated through his sermons and speeches.

Of the many career opportunities King could have pursued, he chose to take a full time pastorate. Above everything else, Martin King considered himself a preacher of the gospel. Apparently King was often disappointed that he was not primarily seen as a preacher.

King was a poet and an artist in the pulpit. He saw no incompatibility between biblical preaching and preaching on relevant social issues. That is only part of his legacy to modern preachers. King has helped ministers to recover the relevance of preaching for our day, to motivate Christians to blend their theology with their ethics, and to translate their faith in God in the social, economic and political struggle, while not being afraid to use philosophy and formal reasoning.

Ultimately King breathed life back into many preachers simply through his profound approach of addressing the audience cardiologically and colonially. Just as his passion, devotion, and humor sprang from his head as well as his mind, so he directed them and his message to the head and minds of others. (Robert Smith, Professor of Preaching, Beeson Divinity School, Birmingham, AL)

**********

5. Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969)

One of the most influential preachers of the century, Fosdick’s ministry coincided with the growth of radio, contributing to his national prominence. As pastor of New York’s Riverside Church, he was minister to the Rockefellers and other prominent business and civic leaders, yet he was known as an advocate of social change.

Considered by many to be the finest pulpit orator of his generation, Fosdick has had a continuing influence on the shape of American preaching into the present day. He was a practitioner of what he called “life situation preaching,” a homiletical model which focused the sermon on human need and climaxed in a call to human action. Though his homiletical approach grew out of his own liberal theological views, his model gave a new shape to American preaching, including much evangelical preaching.

**********

“My first introduction to Harry Emerson Fosdick was at Stetson University in Deland, Florida, while a student there. That was back in the days when chapel was required of students. Preachers from around the area were invited to speak. This was a good education for a young man preparing for the ministry because we heard many sermon styles and many forms of delivery. On one particular Wednesday morning, I was arrested out of my boredom during chapel by a particularly stimulating sermon brought to us by one of the leading “Fundamentalists” in our area. This sermon was thoughtful, incisive, communicated quite well, and used scripture in an unusually intelligent way. It was not like so many sermons I had endured in which the preacher had laboriously beaten us over the head with unexamined propositions, but rather it was focused directly upon our needs, took us by the hand and led us in to the scriptures as the answer to the needs the pastor was discussing.

After chapel, I was discussing the sermon with one of my professors. He acknowledged that it was an exceptionally good sermon. But he commented to me that it was unusual to hear that sermon coming from that preacher because the preacher had spent a great deal of his ministry fighting “modernism.” Then he went on to tell me the other reason the sermon was so unusual; it was one of Harry Emerson Fosdick’s sermons, and Fosdick was the leading “modernist” of the time. He proceeded to go to his library, pulled out a book by Fosdick and opened it to the exact page and showed me the sermon. I had trouble putting all this together but I did know there was something about this sermon that was different.

Later in seminary as we began to study great preachers, I discovered Fosdick as an oasis in a dry desert. I read everything by Fosdick I could get my hands on. I saw in Fosdick, not a source of sermons but a dimension of preaching that had been withheld from me in my early development. Here were delightful subjects, well researched, magnificently focused and artistically presented, from an obvious preacher who was profoundly committed to the Christian gospel and to the church of Jesus Christ.

Like other preachers, I have stolen my share of Fosdick’s sermons. I’ll admit it, but so has every other preacher, whatever his theological stripe may be. But there comes a time when you can’t live off another person’s work. You can’t be David in Saul’s armor. Fosdick taught me to lighten up, not to take myself too seriously, but to take the gospel and the preaching of the gospel very seriously, and to communicate. For this, each time I step into the pulpit, I know that in one way or another, my congregation owes a great debt to him. (William L. Self, Pastor, Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta, GA)

**********

6. G. Campbell Morgan (1863-1945)

Called by many “the prince of expositors,” G. Campbell Morgan helped influence the shape of evangelical preaching on both sides of the Atlantic. Born in England, raised in Wales, Morgan lacked formal education but his absolute confidence in scripture made him an avid student and interpreter of the Word.

This skilled expository preacher served several English congregations before an itinerant ministry in the U.S. (1901-1904). From 1904 to 1917 he served as pastor of London’s Westminster Chapel, a church which experienced unparalleled growth under his leadership. Following more years in America, Morgan returned to Westminister Chapel in 1933 (at age 69) and served for a decade during one of the most dangerous periods of Britain’s history.

Morgan’s love of the Bible shone through his sermons, which were carefully prepared and then presented with an anointed intensity. His successor as pastor of Westminster Chapel, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, said of Morgan that “preaching was the supreme passion of his life.”

**********

“The first and best advise I ever received on the subject of preparing a sermon recalled the fundamental design of G. Campbell Morgan’s expository method: “Read the text. Read it again and again. Read it 25 to 50 times. The whole book. In context. Only then will you understand the text and be ready to preach it.” Though I didn’t know it then, that recommendation expressed the expositional approach to preaching the Bible that Morgan practiced, a model that has influenced thousands of theologically conservative Bible teachers and preachers.

Campbell died four years before I was born. I never heard him preach. Yet because the influence of his popular preaching, extensive itinerant teaching, and prolific writing still lives, I feel as if I have heard him time and again in the sermons of others. They have studied the text in context, analyzed, synthesized, and expounded the truth of Scripture with clear and compelling arguments. That’s the model of preaching I grew up on and have tried to master.

Two stories about Morgan have especially influenced me. The first was how he was rejected for formal ministry because his preaching showed so little potential. In the dark days that followed his father reminded him, “rejected on earth . . . accepted in heaven.” God will be the final judge of our gift. What a relief. What a challenge. Second, when his studies in theology and science led to doubts about the truth of the Scriptures, Campbell put away all his books except The Book. His primary text and tool became the Bible. The Bible, first and foremost, gives authority to what we proclaim. God’s ideas, not mine. What a relief. What a challenge.

While changing times demand changing styles of preaching, the first and best advise to any preacher remains, “read the text.” (Timothy S. Warren, Professor of Pastoral Ministries, Dallas Theological Seminary)

**********

7. William Edwin Sangster (1900-1960)

A strongly evangelical Methodist preacher, he served for sixteen years as pastor of London’s Westminster Central Hall, where he preached weekly to 3,000 souls. During World War II he had the largest Sunday-evening congregation in London, filling the 2,500-seat hall, and he opened the large basement as a bomb shelter for those in need.

At different points in his ministry he succeeded two of the most popular Methodist preachers in Britain (Leslie Weatherhead and Dinsdale T. Young). He concluded his ministry as head of the home mission department of the Methodist Church, before his deterioration and death because of progressive muscular atrophy.

Sangster combined evangelical intensity with a brilliant mind and gifted use of language. As Leslie Weatherhead once described one of Sangster’s books of sermons, “No chapter finishes by making you say, ‘What a clever writer Sangster is.’ They all make you say, ‘What a wonderful Savior Jesus is.’”

**********

“It isn’t easy to say how much the ethos of British Methodism shaped: W. E. Sangster and how much he shaped it. Suffice it to say that his sermons exemplify the best of that strand of homiletics in the 20th century. Though Sangster died many years before I became a minister in the Manchester and Salford Methodist Mission, I immediately recognized characteristics of his method in the sermons I heard others preach, and in the values and lifestyle of fellow clergy.

The product of a working-class family, Sangster was educated in London and Birmingham, and served in the army during World War I. He had served several churches before his appointment to Westminster Central Hall in 1939. A man of the people, he literally lived with the people, moving his family into a community bomb shelter created in the church basement during the war. Sangster’s preaching was orthodox, grounded in Scripture but not necessarily expository, and called listeners to action as well as reflection. A gifted storyteller, his sermon illustrations range from accounts of the desolation of war-ravaged cities or observations about drunkenness to quotations from Matthew Arnold and John Bunyan.

His more doctrinal sermons can perhaps be likened to the hymnody of Charles Wesley, about which it has been said that whatever earthly topic they begin with, they end in heaven. Sangster’s sermons look forward to God’s future, encouraging the listener to trust God’s promises.

The timely references in his messages may date him, yet aspects of his method provide a model for preaching in the post-modern world: knowing the world of the listener, taking the listener’s experience seriously, and embodying the hope we have in Christ.” (Carol M. Noren, Professor of Preaching, North Park Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL)

**********

8. John R.W. Stott (1921- )

A favorite preacher among evangelicals around the globe, John Stott is Rector Emeritus of All Souls Church in London and Director of the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity. He served at All Souls Church as assistant curate (1945-50), as Rector (1950-75), and as Rector Emeritus since 1975. He was appointed a Chaplain to the Queen from 1959 to 1991.

Since his retirement, Stott has invested much of his ministry in working with pastors, church leaders and students in the Third World. He is the author of over 40 books, including Basic Christianity and The Cross of Christ. In his book I Believe in Preaching, Stott emphasized the place of proclamation in his own ministry:

“Nothing is better calculated to restore health and vitality to the church or to lead its members into maturity in Christ than a recovery of true, biblical, contemporary preaching . . . The task of preaching today is extremely exacting, as we seek to build bridges between the Word and the world, between divine revelation and human experience, and to relate the one to the other with integrity and relevance.”

**********

“When the first International Congress on Preaching was held in London in 1997, one of the most exciting elements for me was the opportunity to meet John Stott.

For so many years I have admired this gifted author and preacher, whose insights about the preaching task have meant so much to so many. His little book, The Preacher’s Portrait, is one of the most meaningful volumes ever written about the nature and calling of the preacher; I cannot count the number of times I have recommended it to young pastors.

At a stage of life and a stature in which he could do whatever he wishes, Dr. Stott is today dedicating his life to helping train and encourage Christian preachers in the Third World. Only God knows the number of lives which will have been influenced for Christ because of the faithful ministry of John Stott.” (Michael Duduit, Editor, Preaching)

**********

9. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899-1981)

This Welsh preacher was a brilliant expositor and fervent Calvinist who succeeded Campbell Morgan as pastor of Westminster Chapel and led the church to even greater growth. An admirer of the great Puritan preachers of an earlier era, Lloyd-Jones demonstrated the power that is possible through the careful and systematic exposition of scripture in the pulpit.

Lloyd-Jones was trained in medicine rather than theology, but abandoned his medical practice in response to his sense of God’s call. After a single 11-year pastorate, in 1938 he was invited by Morgan to come as associate pastor of Westminster Chapel, and there shared the preaching ministry with the aging patriarch. At Morgan’s retirement in 1943, Lloyd-Jones assumed the pastorate and served successfully until his own retirement in 1968.

Even today his sermons are widely published and read on both sides of the Atlantic. Through his preaching in Westminster Chapel and his war-time leadership of Inter-Varsity in Britain, Lloyd-Jones influenced a new generation of British and American evangelicals to stay rooted in scripture.

**********

“A few years ago while walking around London with a friend, I suggested that we take a short walk from Buckingham Palace over to Westminster Chapel, the former parish of D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Upon our arrival, my friend informed me that he had never heard nor read a sermon by Lloyd-Jones. In response, I suggested that he remedy the situation! Taking my exhortation, he immersed himself in the Lloyd-Jones preaching legacy. Recently my friend told me how Lloyd-Jones’ God-centered biblical preaching encouraged him in the midst of hard times.

Lloyd-Jones’ preaching does that. His was a special theological mind which could take the doctrine of justification by faith and successfully employ it as the solution for the deepest melancholy.

In his book Preaching and Preachers, Lloyd-Jones defined preaching as “logic on fire.” That definition accurately describes his own approach. His preaching was thoroughly biblical, passionate, rational, and theological. Yet what was truly remarkable about Lloyd-Jones is that his preaching exhibited all four of these qualities simultaneously. (For Lloyd-Jones beginners, the place to begin is with his sermon “But God”). In his preaching, Lloyd- Jones excelled at demonstrating the theological framework which binds Scripture together, and he did so for thirty years in the pulpit of Westminster Chapel.

In my library, the collected sermons of Lloyd-Jones bear witness to an “earnest ministry,” as the Puritan John Angell James once put it. They are cause for self-reflection and examination for those of us in ministry at the dawn of a new century. What are our analogues to Lloyd-Jones’ weighty and profound volumes on Romans and Ephesians? What legacy will we leave behind? To such questions Lloyd-Jones would admonish us to “take ourselves in hand” and assess our faithfulness to the Scriptures and the high calling to be ’stewards of the mysteries of God.’” (Gregory Alan Thornbury, Instructor in Christian Studies, Union University, Jackson, TN)

**********

10. Clarence Macartney (1879-1957)

Clarence Macartney was a lifelong bachelor, avid student of scripture, and champion of theological orthodoxy who stood in opposition to Fosdick’s liberalizing influence. When Fosdick preached his famous sermon, “Will the Fundamentalists Win?” Macartney countered with his own powerful sermon, “Will Unbelief Win?”

Macartney’s ministry took him successively to pastorates of three downtown churches, culminating in the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh. His preaching was topical in style, often biographical. His sermons were painstakingly prepared and delivered with directness and evangelical fervor. He was noted for his imaginative illustrations and his keen insights into the human heart. Often preaching in sermon series (many of which are still in print), he was committed to preaching without notes.

A diligent worker and able student, Macartney preached five times weekly yet maintained an active schedule visiting in homes and hospitals three days a week. His preaching reflected a love for people, an urgency about their salvation, and a commitment to Christ and to God’s Word.

**********

“With dramatic titles designed to catch attention and bring the Bible to life, he carefully crafted each sermon so that God’s word spoke for itself. From the neo-gothic stone building where he preached at the heart of Pittsburgh’s Golden Triangle, he touched thousands of lives. His influence was such that many people recall how he had ready access to his rich, famous and politically powerful contemporaries.

Such was the influence of bachelor preacher, Clarence Edward Macartney. Yet he never forgot the humble County Down roots of his heritage. His world travels were often routed through Ulster to visit cousins at the old homestead.

Today I am at once humbled, challenged and privileged to stand in his pulpit. Nearly half a century after he retired as pastor of Pittsburgh’s historic “First Church,” as his fifth successor I still reap the benefits of the ministry of a true homiletical giant. There are yet great saints in the First Presbyterian family of Pittsburgh who sat under his preaching Their numbers are fading but his books still line the shelves of their libraries.

“Preach it again, Doctor!” Come Before Winter, based on Paul’s urgent invitation to young preacher Timothy (see 2 Timothy 4:21), is his best known sermon. It echoes around the world in a variety of forms. Taped copies of it are available from our library as well as from Geneva College, where many of his letters and papers are available in the repository of the Macartney library. The first October of his Pittsburgh ministry he preached it. The church elders asked that he preach it each year thereafter, which he did. It is said that he may have preached it as many as 39 times, both in Pittsburgh and across the country.” (Robert Leslie Holmes, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, PA)

勉勵：鄭紀昭牧師 
我們的日子，我們的責任 
彼得前書 4:7-11  
Exhortation： Rev. Chi-Chao Chieng 
 
Our time, Our task  

1 Peter 4:7-11
 

 

第一部份: 我們的日子 

4:7 萬物的結局近了 

First Section: Our time 

4:7 The end of all things is near 

第二部份: 我們的責任 

4:7-11: 『所以，你們要謹慎自守，警醒禱告。最要緊的是彼此切實相愛，因為愛能遮掩許多的罪。你們要互相款待，不發怨言。各人要照所得的恩賜彼此服事，作神百般恩賜的好管家。若有講道的，要按著神的聖言講；若有服事人的，要按著神所賜的力量服事』 

Second Section: Our Task 

Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides
彼得告訴我們去做三件事:  

第一件事: 要警醒禱告
第二件事: 要切實相愛
第三件事: 要彼此服事 

Peter told us to do three things: 

First: Be clear minded and self-controlled to pray
Second: Love each other deeply
Third: Offer hospitality to one another
第一件事: 要警醒禱告 

4:7 『萬物的結局近了。所以，你們要謹慎自守，警醒禱告。』 
 

First thing: Be clear minded and self-controlled to pray 

4:7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 
19世紀，蘇格蘭(Scotland)有一位出名的牧師(Thomas Chalmers)曾說:  

Prayer is not preparation for a great work for God.
Prayer is a great work for God. 

禱告不是為神作大工的準備，禱告本身就是為神作大工。
我們的禱告，必須謹慎自守，因為我們生活的 Quality，決定我們禱告的 Quality。
我們生活中所做的事，比如我們的閱讀、休息、運動、工作…等等，都是為我們的禱告而做準備。我們必須在最好的情況下，才有最好的禱告。 

Our prayer must be clear minded and self-controlled because the quality of our life depends on the quality of our prayers. All things we did in our life, for example, our reading, rest, exercise and work etc. are ready for our prayers. We need to be at our best so that we can pray at our best!
第二件事: 要切實相愛 

4:8-9:『 最要緊的是彼此切實相愛，因為愛能遮掩許多的罪。你們要互相款待，不發怨言。』  

Second thing: Love each other deeply 

4:8-9: Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
彼得這裡談到二種的相愛: 

第一種是: 保護性的愛 

第二種是: 實際行動的愛 

Peter talked about two kinds of love in this verse: 

First is : Protective Love 

Second is : Practical Love
第一種愛: 愛能遮掩許多的罪，這是一種保護性的愛。 
箴言10:12: 『恨能挑啟爭端；愛能遮掩一切過錯。』 

First love: Love can cover over a multitude of sins, and this is a Protective Love. 

Proverb 10:12 Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs. 
第二種愛: 要互相款待，不發怨言 

切實的愛不只是一種感覺，不只是一種理論，而是一種實際行動。這種實際行動的愛是要去找出我們能為別人做些什麼? 然後，就去做。 

Second Love: Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

The real love is not only a feeling or a theory, but a practical action. This practical love is to find what things we can do for others, and then, just do it. 
第三件事: 要彼此服事    

4:10-11a:『各人要照所得的恩賜彼此服事，作神百般恩賜的好管家。若有講道的，要按著神的聖言講；若有服事人的，要按著神所賜的力量服事。』 

Third thing: Offer hospitality to one another 

4:10-11a: Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides 
第一類的恩賜: 是講道的恩賜 

4:11: 若有講道的，要按著神的聖言講 

First gift: is the gift of preaching 

4:11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  

第四世紀一位很出名的講道家 Chrysostom 說: 『釋經講道的價值，要紮根在神講得多，人講得少』 

Chrysostom, one of the most famous preachers of the fourth century said, “ The value of the preaching should establish on the foundation that God speaks much and man little.”
第二類的恩賜: 是服事的恩賜 

4:11: 『若有服事人的，要按著神所賜的力量服事。』 

Second gift: is the gift of serving  

4:11 If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides,
4:11: 『叫上帝在凡事上， 因耶穌基督得榮耀。』 

4:11: ”so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” 
認識聖經
※
世上只有一本書──聖經；世上只有一個人──耶穌基督。―― 馬丁路德
※
證明聖經是神的話之最佳證據，就在聖經的封面和封底之間﹝意即聖經本身證明它自己﹞。─ 侯璩
※
新約舊約藏，舊約新約彰。─ 奧古士丁
※ 『聖經』英文作Bible，是從希臘文Biblos引申而來，它的意思是『獨一無二』。雖然現代有許多新事物出現，但是無論怎麼新，總不離開這本獨一無二的聖經的範疇。
【539 聖經各卷分類的方法如何？（申卅一24；約一17）】
答：聖經最早的發端，約自主前一五OO年前後，直至主後九十七年間，由舊約創世紀起，至新約啟示錄止，這全部六十六卷至此完成。茲按聖經各卷之內容性質，將其分類羅列于左：
一、舊約三十九卷之分類：
①摩西五經——即創世紀，出埃及記，利未記，民數記，申命記等五卷，為摩西所著，故稱為摩西五經，又稱為律法書。此五卷之排列次序，古今始終一致，沒有變動，列為第一類。
②歷史書十二卷——即約書亞記，士師記，路得記，撒母耳記上（下），列王記上（下），歷代志上（下），以斯拉，尼希米記，以斯帖記等十二卷，稱為舊約歷史書，為現今聖經之排列次序。
③詩歌書五卷——即約伯記，詩篇，箴言，傳道書，雅歌等五卷，又稱為智慧書，為現今聖經之排列次序。
④先知書十八卷——即以賽亞書，耶利米書，耶利米哀歌，以西結書，但以理書（以上五卷稱為大先知書），何西阿書，約珥書，阿摩司書，俄巴底亞書，約拿書，彌迦書，那鴻書，哈巴穀書，西番雅書，哈該書，撒迦利亞書，瑪拉基書（以上十二卷稱為小先知書）等。上列一共有十七卷，屬預言書，為現今聖經之排列次序。瑪拉基書為舊約最後之一卷。
二、新約二十七卷之分法：
①福音書四卷——馬太福音，馬可福音，路加福音，約翰福音等四卷。因馬太，馬可，路加所記首三卷內容大致相同，多論主耶穌道成肉身為人子，在世傳道事蹟，其旨趣相同，教訓一致，被稱為符類福音。而約翰福音一卷內容，特重主之神性，可稱為獨特福音Unique。
②歷史書一卷——即使徒行傳一卷，為論及初期教會發展與創立的史實，及使徒們旅行各地傳道經過情形的記錄，故稱為歷史書。
③保羅書信十四卷——即羅馬書，哥林多前（後）書，加拉太書，以弗所書，腓立比書，歌羅西書，帖撒羅尼迦前（後）書，提摩太前（後）書，提多書，腓利門書，希伯來書等十四卷，亦有將希伯來書列為普通書信者，因未明示為保羅所寫。
④普通書信七卷——即雅各書，彼得前（後）書，約翰壹、貳、三書，猶大書等七卷。
⑤預言書一卷——即啟示錄，為新約聖經之末卷，乃耶穌基督的啟示，為預言的重心和生經的總結。
三、其他介說：
①舊約聖經——古希伯來文舊約聖經，如撒母耳記上下，列王記上下，歷代志上下，原是不分上下卷的，皆為一卷。如列為先知書，只分為八卷，且依年代為序，分為前後二期，前期先知書為歷史：有約書亞記，士師記，撒母耳記，和列王記。後期先知書：有以賽亞書，耶利米書，以西結書，及十二小先知書（合為一卷，因常寫於一個軸卷中）等共為八卷。
至於分為文學書類：有詩篇，箴言，約伯記，雅歌，路得記，耶利米哀歌，傳道書，以斯帖記，但以理書，以斯拉與尼希米（合為一卷），歷代志等共為十一卷。
依照古希伯來舊約排列編訂先後次序，是摩西五經五卷，先知書八卷，文學書十一卷，共為二十四卷，猶太史家約瑟弗Josephus，認為舊約只有二十二卷，因為路得記有時單成一卷，有時與士師記同寫於一個卷軸中；又耶利米哀歌，有時與耶利米書合為一卷。故此，舊約二十四卷，有時合為二十二卷。
②散類書卷——在舊約聖經中，尚記與數卷書的名稱，如雅煞珥書（書十13；撒下一18），拿單書（代上廿九29），迦得書（代上廿九29；代下九29），亞希雅預言書（代下九29），易多默示書（代下九29），何賽書（代下卅三19）等這六卷書，未有列入，或許並非聖經而且已經遺失了。
③舊約次經——從瑪拉基書到馬太福音，在這中間約有四百五十年期間，為神默示靜止時期，但有不少經外作品出現，被稱為次經Apocrypha，或稱為劣經，偽經，外傳等名稱。次經多系後人託名虛構之作，猶太人並未將這些列為聖經正典，大多著於主前三百年之內。著者無從稽考，其名稱約有二十餘種，內容多屬荒誕不經之詞，毋須贅述。
④新約次經——這是出現於第二世紀一些荒誕偽造的福音，因此未被列為新約正典之內，約有五十卷福音書貢品，及其他許多行傳與書信的貢品。這些經外作品，多已失傳了。——李道生《新約問題總解》
【聖經的啟示前後一貫】我們都曉得，神在聖經中的啓示一直是相符、一致的。它如何起始，一路之上也如何，結束也如何。從聖經開頭直到聖經末了只有一條綫，一個流，只啓示一件主要的事。比方說，在聖經頭兩章裏有生命樹，到末了兩章又有生命樹。如果你仰望主的光照，幾乎你在聖經各卷中都能看見一件主要的事，就是生命。
【200 聖經內容分為幾個時代？概況如何？創二8，約一17】
答：聖經記載人類的歷史，以舊約為多，從始祖亞當起，到啟示錄二一章新天新地止，可分為七大時代，這是屬於神的永遠計畫。在這些時代的過程中，都是因著人的不信與犯罪，違背神的命令，以致他使各樣的苦難與災禍接踵而來。迨這七個時代過去，則有新天新地出現，世世永在無窮。爰將這七時代的概況分述如左，讀者可以一目了然。
    1.無罪時代－－又稱樂園時代（創一27，28，31，二8），神起初造人類始祖亞當時，是無罪的。那時人在樂園裡，與神有密切的交往，悠悠自在，快樂逍遙（創二8，9，16，18，賽五一3）；但因魔鬼的敗壞，使女人夏娃被誘惑而陷在罪裡（創三1－6），罪就因這一人入了世界，所以從亞當到摩西，死就作了王（羅五12，13，14）。這是人的背道，不聽神的話，遂被神趕出樂園，生活勞苦，受到刑罰（創二17，三6，13，17－23）。
    2.良心時代－－（創三22，23），自亞當至洪水時，共約一六五六年。由於始祖的敗壞，人類就有分別善惡的知識，而以良心作為判斷道德的標準。但人仍然作惡，深陷於罪中。神見人在地上罪惡極大，日趨沉痛，心術腐敗（創六5），於是神用洪水結束了這個時代（創七12－23）。
    3.人治時代－－（創八20－22），為挪亞後裔時代，自洪水至巴別塔，約共有四二七年。神從洪水的災難中，救出挪亞一家八口（創八18），並賜福給他們的後裔，可以管理已經潔淨了的大地，於是開始了新的生活（創九1，2，3，20）。但因他們心有驕傲，自高自大，目中無神，要建造巴別塔，塔頂通天，傳揚己名，而遠離了神　神就變亂了他們的口音，使眾人分散在全地，人類的生活、倫理與信仰，就日趨敗壞了（創九20－27 ，十一1－9）。
    4.應許時代－－（創十二1，2），為神的選民列祖的時代，自亞伯拉罕蒙召，至摩西領導以色列人出埃及，共有四百三十年。後因建造巴別塔而被分散的人類中，神呼召了亞伯蘭一人，與他立約，賜給他及其子孫在地上承受一切的福祉，且不附帶任何條件，乃完全出於恩典。可是人卻因犯罪敗壞，而在埃及失去了這個祝福，以至淪為奴隸，多受苦待，但仍未失去神所應許給他們的約（出一8－14，加三15－18）。
    5.律法時代－－（出十九8），自西乃山至加略山，共約一五二四年，神將他的子民從受欺壓者的手中救贖出來，恩典再一次臨到他們身上。他預備了一位領袖摩西作拯救者，但到了西乃山以後，他們將恩典變為律法。神藉摩西所傳的律法（出廿1－17，申五7－21），及諸般敬拜神的條例（利，申），要他們遵守。但由於子民的心剛硬，違背了律法上所記的規條，神就把他們交給了仇敵，被擄到外邦，分散天下各國，受盡各樣的痛苦（路廿一20－24）。
    6.恩典時代－－（約一17），自基督降生，至他的再來。主在世上傳道三年以後，為了順服父神的旨意，被釘在十字梁上，為世人受死贖罪，引進了完全的恩典時代，完成了救贖恩功（來七27，九12）。這是白白的賜給猶太人和外邦人，要叫人信而得救（弗二8，9）。但因世人又存不信的噁心，漠視十架寶血的救贖恩功，神要用末世的大災難來結束這個時代（太廿四14，21，帖後二7－12）。
    7.國度時代－－（弗一10），又稱禧年時代，自大罪人出現，至新天新地永遠世紀。此時代在教會被提後，是大災難和千禧年國度時代的開始（太廿四全，但九27，啟六—十八全）。此時有選民和無數的外邦人得救，基督要作王管理及復興以色列國一千年，以耶路撒冷為大君王至京城。等到一千年完了，撒但暫時又被釋放，以後神用火從天上降下燒滅他們，而結束這個時代（啟廿7－10）。最後新天新地出現（啟廿一1－5），主為信徒預備了這個地方（約十四1－6），信徒與主同在、同住，永享福樂。
    以上七個時代，乃依聖經所記主要的內容計畫，井然有序，十分奇妙。願我基督信徒皆能明白神的旨意，謹慎自守，儆醒禱告，等候基督二次榮耀的降臨，一同承受主的寶貝應許，進入永遠榮耀的國度。―― 李道生《舊約聖經問題總解》
【201 聖經聖約共有幾次？立約之關係如何？ 但十一28，30 ，路一72】
答：考舊新兩約聖經所記，神與人立約的關係，計有八個重要的聖約，藉以顯示神與人的關係，並定下得救之恩約。其中前四約是記在創世記之內，即伊甸園之約、亞當之約、挪亞之約、亞伯拉罕之約。此四約乃為基後四約之基礎。後四約就是摩西之約、巴勒斯坦之約、大衛之約、新約。全部聖經系包括在此八大聖約之內，是以聖經有稱為約書，或聖約之名（但十一28，30 ，路一72）。茲將各聖約之要點概述於後：
    1.伊甸園之約－－（創一28，29，二15－17），是八大聖約之首約，規定了生活及救恩的條件。這約形成全部聖經七種要素，使伊甸園中之男女負其責任：（1），將大地全新配置給人。（2），治服大地供人使用。（3），有權管理一切動物。（4），以菜蔬和果子作為食物。（5），修理看守伊甸園。（6），禁止食分別善惡樹上的果子。（7），定下死亡的刑罰。
    2.亞當之約－－（創三14－19），本約註定了墮落之人生活的條件，這些條件直存留到國度時代為止；其立約時間，於人類受造之後，約在主前四千年。此約之要點：（1），撒但的工具－－蛇受了咒詛（創三14）成為神對罪惡的一種界定。（2），神首次恩典之應許，為女人的後裔（三15），一位救贖者基督（太一1，20－23 ，約壹三8）。（3），改變了婦女的地位，增加了懷胎的苦楚（三16），以丈夫為首領，受他的管轄（提前二11－14，弗五22－25）。（4），因人的緣故，地受了咒詛，生活苦難臨到（創三17，18）。（5），繁重的苦工，身體的死亡（創三18，19，羅五12－21）。
    3.挪亞之約－－（創九9－13），本約是於挪亞一家出方舟之後，約主前二三二○年，是在阿拉臘山附近所立之約。此約之要點：（1），人在亞當的約下，地不再受咒詛（創八21）。（2），新世界自然界秩序之安排（八22）。（3），賜福人類昌盛繁茂，與百物不再受洪水滅絕的保證（九1－19）。（4），凡屬悖逆神旨的，必要受刑罰和咒詛（九4－6，20－25）。
    4.亞伯拉罕之約－－（創十五18，十七1－8），本約是於亞伯拉罕被召之後，約主前二一○○年，在幔利的橡樹之下所立的約（十三18）此約之要點：（1），我必叫你成為大國，立你作多國的父（十二2，十七2，4）。（2），我必賜福給你（十二2，十三15，十五5，18，廿四34，35）。（3），叫你的名為大（十二2，十七5）。（4），你也叫別人得福（十二2，加三14）。（5），為你祝福的，我必賜福與他；那咒詛你的，我必咒詛他（十二3）。（6），地上的萬族都要因你得福（十二3）。
    5.摩西之約－－（出十九5，6，申五1－3），本約是以色列人出埃及後、漂流曠野之時，約主前一五○○年前後，於何烈山所立的約。此約之要點：（1），是神賜給以色列人之聖律，與從違之賞罰（出十九3，25，廿5，6）。（2），分為顯神公義旨意的誡命（出廿1－26）；管理以色列社會生活的典章（出廿一1－廿四11），與律例（出廿四12－卅一18）。這三種要素彼此之間，互有極重要的關係，而組成了摩西律法之約。（3），誡命和律法組成了一種宗教系統，誡命是定罪和死的執事（林後三7－9），律例是給選民在神面前一位代表大祭司，藉著築物為民贖罪（利十五15，30 ，十六6，11）。
    6.巴勒斯坦之約－－（申廿八1－卅10），本約為進應許地之約，說出以色列人在該約之下，進入應許地之後所應有的準則，是他們進迦南之前，約主前一五○○年以後，在約但河東所立的約。此約之要點：（1），因不信被分散在萬民中（申廿八63－68，卅1）。（2），以色列人將來要在分散中悔改歸向神（申卅2，3）。（3），主要回來，復興以色列民歸回本地（申卅3－5，摩九9－14，賽十一11，12）。（4），全國百姓悔改，凡迫害以色列民的列國要受害判（申卅6，7，賽十四1，2）。（5），遵行誡命，選民蒙福，國度復興（申廿八1－13，卅9，10，摩九11－14）。
    7.大衛之約－－（撒下七16），本約為神示以色列王與國度有亡興替之應許。按肉體說，大衛的後裔基督（太一1，羅一3），那永遠榮耀的國度，即根據此約而建立，立約的時間，是以色列人建國之後，約在主前一○○○年，於耶路撒冷所立的。此約的保證為：（1），建立大衛的家室，就是他的後裔接續王位（撒下七11，12，16）。（2），堅定國度，直到永遠（撒下七2，3，6）。
    8.基督的新約－－（太廿六28，路廿二20 ，來八8），本約是以基督為立約之主，以十字架寶血供恩為信者得救之源，其立約時間，於主被釘十字架之前，在耶路撒冷城科各各他山上所立的。此約之概略：（1），比摩西之約更美，耶穌為更美之約的中保（來七19，22）。（2），立在更美的應許上，永遠不廢（來七24，25，28，八6）。（3），保證以色列人永遠存在，並要悔改得享大福（來八8－12，耶卅一31－40）。（4），本約為眾約之總結，永不改變，永遠完全（來七20－28 ，九12，十14，羅十4）。
    上列舊約所立的諸約，完主實現於基督所立的新約，因基督是聖經的中心，是聖經的主題，是八大聖約的歸趨，以基督寶血的功效，來達成最後永遠完美的恩約。無論是猶太人或外邦人，凡是相信基督而悔改的人，都能在這個無條件的新約恩典之下蒙恩得救，得著永遠的福氣。―― 李道生《舊約聖經問題總解》
【聖經裏面的亞蘭文】亞蘭文是以色列人被擄到巴比倫，長期住在那裏所學習的當地語文，也就是迦勒底文。直到主耶穌的時候，雖然羅馬帝國轄境以內，都通用希臘文，但猶太人之間彼此仍沿用亞蘭文。歷史家推斷，主耶穌在世和人接觸所用的語言，可能也是亞蘭文。聖經所用的文字，舊約大體都是用希伯來文寫的，但有四處是用亞蘭文寫的：耶十11；但二4~七28；拉四8~六18；七12~26。這四處記載的事，都和亞蘭人(就是巴比倫人)有絕對的關係，所以就用亞蘭文，不用希伯來文。至於新約，全部是用希臘文寫的，其中只有幾句話是亞蘭文，就是：『大利大古米』(可五41和『以羅伊，以羅伊，拉馬撒巴各大尼』(可十五34)。――《聖經的完成》
【有關次經】『次經』(apocrypha)字義『隱藏的』，是巴勒斯坦地瑪喀比時期前後(主前200年至主後100年)的產物。
【聖經上的數字】有人曾用六個月的工夫，每天花一小時來查考，統計聖經的數字。根據一九二六年美華聖經會出版之「上帝」版官話和合聖經本計算：舊約有九百二十九章，二萬三千一百七十九節，共七十萬零六千八百七十五個字。新約有二百六十章，八千零四十節，二十二萬四千八百二十三個字。所以新舊約共一千一百八十九章，三萬一千二百十九節，九十三萬一千六百九十八個字。平常的英文聖經計有三百五十六萬六千四百八十個字母，八十一萬零六百九十七個字(中文聖經比較多十二萬一千零一個字)，三萬一千一百七十五節(中文聖經比之多四十四節)。論節數：最多的是詩篇，共二千四百六十一節。最少是約翰二書，共十三節。有三卷書節數相同，皆是一百零五節；即彼得前書、約翰一書和彌迦書。猶大書和腓利門書亦相同，都是二十五節。論字數：最多的有三卷書：即詩篇(五萬六千三百八十二個字)，耶利米(五萬零九百一十四字)，創世記(四萬五千零八十一個字)；字數最少的是約翰二書，共二百九十九個字。中文聖經和英文聖經中間的一章，皆是詩篇一百一十七篇。但論到中間的節卻不同，中文的在詩篇一百零四篇三節，英文是在詩篇一百十八篇八節。中文聖經中心的兩個字是在詩篇八十五篇十節第十二、十三兩個。─ 張郁嵐‧林元度《造就故事》
【新約與舊約的關係】新約是連繫舊約的，更是特別關係舊約中的兩個約，即亞伯拉罕的約和大衛的約。前者是關係萬民救贖的約，是以亞伯拉罕的兒子以撒經過擺上、復活作預表的；後者是國度的王約，是以大衛的兒子所羅門王為預表的。我們的主，是耶穌，也是基督；是我們贖罪的救主，祂也是在我們身上執掌大權的王。新約是應驗了舊約，是成全了亞伯拉罕的約和大衛的約。─ 謝模善《新約全書釋義補編》
 
【要認識聖經，須先認識神不改變的特性】我們和聖經的銜接點是「神」。神將祂的話(聖經)賜下，讓祂的靈住在我們心中，要我們藉著祂的話、祂的靈來認識祂。而神跨越了時間與空間，祂是永不改變的。聖經時代的神，也就是我們這一時代的神。因此，若能認清神不改變的特性，我們就能藉祂的話躍入實際的屬靈活動中，而與聖經人物共同經歷與神同行的奇妙滋味。神永不改變的神性，可由下列幾個角度解明：

(一)神的「生命」不改變(詩一百零二26~27)：創造者和受造者之間最重要、最基本的差異，就是受造物有改變的可能，而創造者永不會改變。祂永遠存在，總不改變。祂的生命不會變老、變衰微；不會加添新力，或失去元氣；不會隨時間變得更強壯，或更軟弱，或更聰明。祂自始至終是位完全的主，祂自己擁有無窮生命的大能。

(二)神的「性格」不改變(出卅四5~7)：一個人一生中，口味、外貌、脾氣可能前後會十分不同。一位慈藹溫和的人可能變得辛辣狡詐；一位好心的人可能變得冷酷無情。但神的性格不會改變，從前如此，現在如此，將來亦如此。我們的神既與聖經中先賢的神性格完全一致，他們在神面前的態度實足以作為我們的借鏡。

(三)神的「真理」不改變(賽四十6~8)：我們都有不能持守自己的話的經驗。有時是因為我們的想法改變了，那些話已經不能代表我們；有時是因為事實上有困難，使自己的話無法實現。但是神的話卻不同。祂永遠堅立，永遠代表祂的心意，祂不會改變思想，以致要修改所說過的話；也沒有任何環境難倒祂，使祂的話不能達成。神向聖經時代神子民所發的，也是向我們發的命令。

(四)神的「方法」不改變：神工作的目標和原則恆常不變。因此從祂對待聖經中各人物的看法，我們能明白祂現在對待我們的原則，讓我們循著祂的法則活在祂面前，進行祂的工作。

(五)神的「目標」不改變(詩卅三11)：神絕不會推翻先前的判斷，改變行動的計劃；祂也不需如此，因為祂的計劃是根據對一切過去、現在和未來的事的知識與主權而定的。絕不可能有突發事件，或逆料之外的發展，使祂吃驚而改變目標。

(六)神的「兒子」不改變(來十三8)：祂當日如何對待祂的門徒，今日仍然如此對待祂的僕人。

因此，當我們翻開聖經，我們不是進入古代中東神祕的荒漠、宮廷、田野或京都，而是仿佛進入神的殿中，在那裏與先聖先賢一同事奉這位永不改變的神。─ J.I. Packer《Knowing God》
【要緊的是那些皮卷】「我在特羅亞留于加布的那件外衣，你來的時候可以帶來，那些書也要帶來，更要緊的是些皮卷」(提後四13)。保羅是在羅馬監獄寫這封書信給提摩太的，那時他正等候著判決的執行。他所要的三樣東西是：(一)他的外衣，(二)一些書，(三)尤其是那些皮卷。獄中的保羅在肉身上的需要──一件外衣，精神上的需要──一些書，更要緊的是心靈上的需要──那些皮卷。皮卷是寫靈性方面的文字用的，材料為羊皮。皮卷與一般的書不同。皮卷也許是一些已經完成的新約聖經的抄本，或者是保羅自己所寫的書信，反正皮卷上的內容是和聖經相關的，保羅纔至于說皮卷是「更要緊的」。他希望多一件外衣來禦寒，有一些書來滿足他精神的需要，但他尤其需要聖經！保羅把靈性上的需要排在精神與肉體需要之上。要知：生命糧儘管多吃，决不致鬧肚子。─《清晨露滴》
Did You Know The Bible

Did you know -

* That the longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9 (91 words)?

* That the shortest verse in the Bible is John 11:35 (2 words)?

* That the NIV has two "shortest" verses:  John 11:35 and 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (2 words each)?

* That there are 1189 chapters in the Bible?

* That there are 31,102 verses in the Bible?  7957 of these are in the New Testament, and 23,145 are in the Old Testament.

* That the RSV has one more verse than the KJV?  The extra verse is 3 John 1:15.

* That the longest word in the Bible is Jonathelemrechokim?  It occurs in the title of Psalm 56.

* That there are 790,704 words in the Bible, but only 12,775 different words?

* That there are 180,392 words in the New Testament and 610,312 words in the Old Testament?

* That in the RSV, Exodus 22:4 is printed between Exodus 22:1 and Exodus 22:2? 

 (Unless otherwise noted, all facts relate to the King James Version) 

── Michael P. Green《Illustrations for Biblical Preaching》
BIBLE

I was never out of my Bible.  

John Bunyan. 



I am a man of one Book.  

John Wesley. 



It seems that famed scientist Albert Einstein had more trouble finding his way home from work than he did finding the key to atomic power. One evening as Einstein sat deep in thought aboard the train that brought him home each night, the porter approached to collect his ticket. Einstein rummaged around in his coat, through his pockets, in his shirt, and everywhere else he could think of, growing alarmed at his inability to find the ticket. "That's okay, Dr. Einstein," said the porter. "I know you ride this train every day. I can collect tomorrow." "That's fine for you, young man," Einstein replied, "but how am I supposed to get off the train without my ticket?" 

Source Unknown. 



The Bible is a window in this prison-world, through which we may look into eternity.  

Timothy Dwight. 



The inspiration of the Bible depends on the ignorance of the gentleman who reads it.  

R.G. Ingersoll. 



Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of your liberties. Write its precepts in your hearts, and practise them in your lives.  

U.S. Grant. 



The Bible is like a telescope. If a man looks through his telescope he sees worlds beyond; but if he looks at his telescope, he does not see anything but that. The Bible is a thing to be looked through to see that which is beyond; but most people only look at it and so they see only the dead letter.  

Phillip Brooks. 



In 1915, A Russian Armenian was reading his Bible when he was beheaded. I saw the Bible--large, thick, and well used. Inside was a reddish stain that permeated most of the book. The stain was the blood of this man, one of more than a million casualties of a religious and ethnic holocaust. About 70 years later a large shipment of bibles entered Romania from the West, and Ceausescu's (dictator of Romania) lieutenants confiscated them, shredded them, and turned them into pulp. Then they had the pulp reconstituted into toilet paper and sold to the West.  

Robert A Seiple, president, World Vision, June-July, 1990. 



A Bible in the hand is worth two in the bookcase. 

Traditional. 



Men do not reject the Bible because it contradicts itself, but because it contradicts them. 

Traditional. 



A former park ranger at Yellowstone National Park tells the story of a ranger leading a group of hikers to a fire lookout. The ranger was so intent on telling the hikers about the flowers and animals that he considered the messages on his two-way radio distracting, so he switched it off. Nearing the tower, the ranger was met by a nearly breathless lookout, who asked why he hadn't responded to the messages on his radio. A grizzly bear had been seen stalking the group, and the authorities were trying to warn them of the danger. 

Any time we turn out the messages God has sent us, we put at peril not only ourselves, but also those around us. How important it is that we never turn off God's saving communication!  

Harold M. Wiest, Power for Living, p. 109. 



My doctor had recommended surgery and referred me to a specialist. Arriving early for my appointment, I found the door unlocked and the young surgeon, deeply engrossed in reading, behind the receptionist's desk. When he didn't hear me come in, I cleared my throat. Startled, he closed the book, which I recognized as a Bible. "Does reading the Bible help you before or after an operation?" I asked. My fears were dispelled by his soft, one-word answer: "During."  

Eleanor Schmidt, in Reader's Digest. 



STATISTICS AND STUFF

George Muller, who was known for his strong faith, confided. "The first 3 years after conversion, I neglected the Word of God. Since I began to search it diligently, the blessing has been wonderful. I have read the Bible through one hundred times and always with increasing delight!" John Bunyan, who wrote Pilgrim's Progress, testified, "Read the Bible, and read it again, and do not despair of help to understand something of the will and mind of God, though you think they are fast locked up from you. Neither trouble yourself, though you may not have commentaries and expositions; pray and read, and read and pray; for a little from God is better than a great deal from man."  

Daily Bread, August 12, 1992. 



I would recommend you either believe God up to the hilt, or else not to believe at all. Believe this book of God, every letter of it, or else reject it. There is no logical standing place between the two. Be satisfied with nothing less than a faith that swims in the deeps of divine revelation; a faith that paddles about the edge of the water is poor faith at best. It is little better than a dry-land faith, and is not good for much.  

C.H. Spurgeon. 



HUMOR

CAMELS BIBLE In 1832 an edition had Rebekah leaving her tent to meet Isaac with a group of - not damsels - but camels. 

WIFE-HATER BIBLE An 1810 version read, "If any man come to me, and hate not . . . his own wife (instead of :life"), he cannot be my disciple." 

"SIN ON" BIBLE. The first English-language Bible to be printed in Ireland, in 1716, encouraged its readers to "sin on more" rather than "sin no more." A similar error in 1653 had declared: "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall inherit the kingdom of God?" 

THE WICKED BIBLE of 1631 reported the Seventh Commandment as "Thou shalt commit adultery," a mistake that infuriated King Charles. He ordered all copies destroyed and fined all printers whose hands had touched the edition. 

MURDER'S BIBLE. This 19th-century faux pas had Mark 7:27 as "Let the children be killed" instead of "filled." 

PLACEMAKER BIBLE. a 16th Century printer had Jesus blessing the "place-makers" instead of "peacemakers." An American printer later substituted the "Parable of the Vinegar" for the "Vineyard." 

PRINTERS Bible. Perhaps King David was on target in a 1702 edition, which quoted him as saying "Printers (instead of "princes") have persecuted me without cause. 



When the preacher's car broke down on a country road, he walked to a nearby roadhouse to use the phone. After calling for a tow truck, he spotted his old friend, Frank, drunk and shabbily dressed at the bar. "What happened to you, Frank?" asked the good reverend. "You used to be rich." Frank told a sad tale of bad investments that had led to his downfall. "Go home," the preacher said. "Open your Bible at random, stick your finger on the page and there will be God's answer." 

Some time later, the preacher bumped into Frank, who was wearing a Gucci suit, sporting a Rolex watch and had just stepped our of a Mercedes. "Frank." said the preacher, "I am glad to see things really turned around for you." "Yes, preacher, and I owe it all to you," said Frank. "I opened my Bible, put my finger down on the page and there was the answer -- Chapter 11."  

Reader's Digest, March, 1993, p. 71. 

History of the Bible

If someone asked you where to find the Bible verse that begins, “For God so loved the world…you’d probably know he was asking about John 3:16. If you had a Bible, you could find it for him in no time. But there was a time when no one could find a single verse in the whole Bible. There was no John 3:16, Genesis l:l or any other verse because the Bible wasn’t divided into verses or even chapters. Worse yet, there were hundreds of years when there weren’t even any word divisions. Punctuation marks, capital letters and even vowels were omitted. In those days, if Genesis had been written in English, it would have started: NTHBGNNNGGDCRTDTHHVNSNDTHRTH.” You would have had to spend hours or days just to find your favorite verse. 

Words were divided by Jesus’ time, but vowels weren’t used in Hebrew Old Testaments until the sixth century A. D. Gradually, capitalization, punctuation and paragraphing worked their way into the Old and New Testaments. But Bible chapters such as we have today didn’t come into being until the 13th century. They were the work of Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

For the next 200 years, the Bible, now divided into chapters, continued to be copied by hand. Then in 1448, Rabbi Nathan startled the world by breaking the Old Testament into verses. The New Testament wasn’t divided into numbered verses until 1551 when a French printer, Robert Estienne did the job. He was planning a study Bible that would have side-by-side columns in three translations when he got the idea. He was so rushed for time he decided to do the dividing on a trip from Paris to Lyons. Some people have suggested he did the work on horseback and his sometimes awkward divisions resulted when his “jogging horse bumped his pen in the wrong places.” Yet, with a few exceptions, Estienne’s divisions provide us with the verses we have today. 

So just as number of people were used in writing of the Bible over a period of centuries, it was the contribution of countless scribes, hundreds of years, and three men in particular—a Catholic archbishop, a Jewish rabbi and a Protestant printer—who turned “NTHBGNNNGGDCRTDTHHVNSNDTHRTH” into Genesis l:l. 

Miller Clarke, Campus Life, March, 198l, p. 40.

BIBLE, ignorance of

The story has been told about several famous preachers, but it actually happened to Joseph Parker, minister of the City Temple in London. An old lady waited on Parker in his vestry after a service to thank him for the help she received from his sermons. "You do throw such wonderful light on the Bible, doctor," she said. "Do you know that until this morning, I had always thought that Sodom and Gomorrah were man and wife?"  

Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching & Preachers, Moody, 1984, p. 213. 



Commentary and Devotional

Suggestions: 1) The KJV is too difficult and mentally taxing for many people. While this is not an exhortation to drop the KJV from use, Christian leaders need to either use translations appropriate to the audience, or facilitate people's understanding of the KJV if they choose to use it. 2) Biblical illiteracy is at least as large a problem to the Christian community as functional illiteracy is to the nation as a whole. 3) Make the Scriptures more relevant and applicable to the average person. When we teach from the Bible, we need to concentrate on practical, applicable lessons for life. In other words, we must provide people with useful principles, rather than rigid laws. 4) Get people involved in small group Bible studies. 

Christianity Today, April 23, 1990.



Statistics and Research

Pollster George Gallup Jr. has long referred to America as a "nation of biblical illiterates." Only four in 10 Americans know that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. A majority of citizens cannot name the four Gospels of the New Testament. Only three in 10 teenagers know why Easter is celebrated. Two-thirds of Americans believe there are few, if any, absolute principles to direct human behavior. A new poll by the Barna Research Group suggests that religious illiteracy has increased. For example, three out of four Americans (and nearly half of "born-again" Christians) believe the Bible teaches that "God helps those who help themselves." George Barna argues that self-reliance is not only not scriptural, but that it contradicts revelation. Only God determines a person's destiny, the pollster notes. To believe otherwise "exposes our false theological cornerstone ?that we are the center of things, that it is up to us to determine our destiny, and that God is merely our assistant ..."

A similar number of born-again Christians deny the existence of the Holy Spirit and Satan. One in five denies Jesus' physical resurrection and believes he was a sinner.

Earlier surveys of mainline Protestants revealed that barely half of Lutherans, Methodists, and Presbyterians believe in the devil, but 56 percent of Lutherans and 49 percent of Methodists believe in UFOs. One-third of Methodists and Presbyterians have faith in astrology. While nearly three-fourths of all Americans believe in hell, hardly any believe it to be their likely destination in eternity.

The new Barna poll is intended to help Christian pastors and groups focus their ministries. The sheer number of "errant theological positions" among believers underscores "the magnitude of the challenge facing churches today," Barna notes.

University of Wisconsin historian Thomas Reeves indicts popular religious belief and service. "Christianity in modern America is, in large part, innocuous," he writes. "It tends to be easy, upbeat, convenient, and compatible. It does not require self-sacrifice, discipline, humility, an otherworldly outlook, a zeal for souls, a fear as well as love of God. There is little guilt and no punishment, and the payoff in heaven is virtually certain."

Former Secretary of Education William Bennett concludes that "We have become the kind of society that civilized countries used to send missionaries to."

These are harsh judgments. Perhaps we have been so busy pursuing the American Dream of the good life that we have neglected to nurture the faith on which the Dream is founded. If so, our only fault is inattention. If at the millennium our common faith has faltered, or has shriveled for lack of nourishment, or has been supplanted by sentimentality, at least we have not succumbed to cynicism. Faith has not been lost, only misplaced. As a people, we can retrieve it together.

David Yountd, Beggaring Belief, ?2000 Scripps Howard News Service. September 04, 2000.



Which of the following aren't in the Bible? 

Cleanliness is next to godliness 
God helps those who help themselves 
Confession is good for the soul 
We are as prone to sin as sparks fly upward 
Money is the root of all evil 
Honesty is the best policy 

None of the are! 

Source Unknown. 



"Why is it that the vast majority of Christian believers remain largely unexposed to Christian learning--to historical-critical studies of the Bible, the content and structure of the great doctines, to two thousand years of classic works on the Christian life, to basic disciplines of theology, biblical languages and ethics? Why do bankers, lawyers, farmers, physicians, homemakers, scientists, salespeople, managers of all sorts, people who carry out all kinds of complicated tasks in their work and home, remain in a literalist, elementary school level in their religious understanding? How is it that high school age church members move easily and quickly into the complex world of computers, foreign languages, DNA and calculus, and cannot even make a beginning in historical-critical interpretation of a single text of Scripture? How is it possible one can attend or even teach Sunday School for decades and at the end of that lack the interpretive skills of someone who has taken three or four weeks in an introductory course in the Bible at a university or seminary?"  

Edward Farley, "Can Church Education Be Theological Education", Theology Today, July 1985. 



A recent Barna Research Group survey conducted among a random probability sample of 641 adults demonstrated that many Americans have a woeful knowledge of the Bible. Among Christians in the survey, 22% thought there actually is a Book of Thomas in the Bible, and 13% said they did not know whether Thomas is a book of the Bible or not. 65% correctly stated that Thomas is not a book of the Bible. 61% knew that Jonah is a book of the Bible, while 27% said it is not, and 12% had no idea. Among non-Christians, only 29% knew that the Book of Jonah could be found in the Bible, while 27% said it could not, and 34% were not sure. Three quarters of the Christians surveyed knew that the Book of Isaiah is located in the O.T., while 11% thought it is in the N.T., and 13% did not know where Isaiah could be found. Half of the non-Christians knew that Isaiah is located in the O.T.  

61% of all Americans named Bethlehem as the city where Jesus Christ was born. Among non-Christians, 55% knew Christ was born in Bethlehem. Seven out of 10 Christians answered this question correctly, while 16% named Jerusalem as Jesus' birthplace, 8% said it was Nazareth, and 6% did not hazard a guess.  

The question that gave the most people trouble was "Is the expression 'God helps those who help themselves' in the Bible?" Only 38% of all Christians correctly stated that that phrase cannot be found anywhere in the Scriptures. Forty-two percent thought that this was a Biblical quotation, and 20% had no idea. Among non-Christians surveyed, 40% said that axiom was part of the Word, 26% knew it was not, and 34% were not sure.  

Why is there so much ignorance about the Bible? Most likely, it comes from a lack of Bible readership. Half of all Americans do not read the Bible. The majority of all born-again Christians read the Bible once or twice a week, or not at all. The survey found that only 18% of all Christians said they read the Word every day, while another 18% read the Bible between three and six days a week, 37% read it once or twice a week, and 23% said they do not read the Bible at all. Among non- Christians, 70% do not read the Bible. Is this because many people do not own a Bible? No. Our research has shown that 93% of all American own at least one Bible, and most own more than one. 



A majority of Americans--8 out of 10--say that they are Christians, but only half that number know who delivered the Sermon on the Mount. Most Americans think the Ten Commandments are valid rules for living, but many have a rough time recalling exactly what those rules are. Among teenagers, 3 in 10 do not know the significance of Easter for Christians; among teenagers who attend church regularly, 2 in 10 do not know it.  

George Gallup, "Religion in America", Leadership, Fall 1987. 



A new survey conducted by the Barna Research Group reveals widespread ignorance of common Christian terms. Researchers asked a sample group of 1,210 adults to define Great Commission, evangelical, John 3:16, and gospel. In each case, only a small minority gave accurate answers. Even "born-again Christians" had trouble answering. 

Only 9 percent of the respondents accurately defined Great Commission. About 75 percent of born-again Christians could not offer a definition. 

Eighteen percent of the respondents correctly defined evangelical, with 57 percent of born-again Christians unable to give a definition. 

Twenty-five percent of the respondents gave accurate or partially accurate descriptions of John 3:16, and half of the born-again Christians could not offer a definition. 

Thirty-seven percent of the respondents correctly defined gospel, and 16 percent of born-again Christians could not offer a definition. 

These terms "clearly do not convey the intended meaning to the masses," concluded George Barna, president of Barna Research Group. "The fact that so few of the insiders understand the meaning of these terms also suggests that the Christian church in this country would be wise to invest in training people about the basic principles and concepts of the Christian faith."    

Moody, April, 1994, p. 60. 



Only three out of five Christians could recall the names of the first four books of the New Testament, and only half of the Christians interviewed correctly identified Jesus as the person who delivered the Sermon on the Mount. A full 42 percent of the Christians interviewed said that without the government's laws, there would be no real guidelines for people to follow in daily life.  

From a recent Gallup poll. 



HUMOR

A candidate for church membership was asked, "What part of the Bible do you like best?" He said: "I like the New Testament best. Then he was asked, "What Book in the New Testament is your favorite?" He answered, the Book of the Parables, Sir." They then asked him to relate one of the parables to the membership committee. And a bit uncertain, he began... 

"Once upon a time a man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves; and the thorns grew up and choked the man. And he went on and met the Queen of Sheba, and she gave that man, Sir, a thousand talents of silver, and a hundred changes of raiment. And he got in his chariot and drove furiously, and as he was driving along under a big tree, his hair got caught in a limb and left him hanging here! And he hung there many days and many nights. The ravens brought him food to eat and water to drink. And one night while he was hanging there asleep, his wife Delilah came along and cut off his hair, and he fell on stoney ground. And it begin to rain, and rained forty days and forty nights. And he hid himself in a cave. Later he went on and met a man who said, "Come in and take supper with me." But he said, "I can't come in, for I have married a wife." And the man went out into the highways and hedges and compelled him to come in! He then came to Jerusalem, and saw Queen Jezebel sitting high and lifted up in a window of the wall. When she saw him she laughed, and he said, "Throw her down out of there," and they threw her down. And he said "Throw her down again," and they threw her down seventy-times-seven. And the fragments which they picked up filled twelve baskets full! NOW, whose wife will she be in the day of the Judgment?" The membership committee agreed that this was indeed a knowledgeable candidate! 

Source Unknown. 



The new minister was asked to teach a boys' class in the absence of the regular teacher. He decided to see what they knew, so he asked who knocked down the walls of Jericho. All the boys denied having done it, and the preacher was appalled by their ignorance. At the next deacons' meeting he told about the experience. "Not one of them knows who knocked down the walls of Jericho," he lamented. The group was silent until finally one seasoned veteran of disputes spoke up. "Preacher, this appears to be bothering you a lot. But I've known all those boys since they were born and they're good boys. If they said they didn't know, I believe them. Let's just take some money out of the repair and maintenance fund, fix the walls, and let it go at that." 

Source Unknown. 

BIBLE, knowledge of

Flaw 4: Being exposed to sound Bible teaching automatically solves problems. Bible instruction alone will not result in instant solutions to problems. No matter how reliable the teaching or how gifted the teacher, the declaration of truth does not provide the removal of difficulties. 

Think of the Scriptures as an absolutely accurate map. A map tells you how to get to a certain destination. But just looking at a map won't automatically transport you to Arizona or England or Peru. Getting to those places means you have to make the effort...pay the cost...take the time for travel...stay at it until you arrive. In a word, persevere. So it is in the Christian life. God's map is reliable and available. It is also clear and direct. But there is no hocus-pocus in its pages that automatically sends its reader by way of a magic carpet. 

Please don't misunderstand. I love God's Word! I am more convinced than ever in my life that its trustworthy truths are of inestimable value. But although the Bible may be a trustworthy book, it is certainly no magic potion that you rub on yourself three times a day to chase the devil away. Nor is it something you take internally with a pious promise to God, hoping that the next morning you will suddenly know and experience all its truths. 

There is no such "instant maturity" available on this earth. God does not offer a formula that produces fully mature Christians overnight. Christian growth comes through hard-core, gutsy perseverance (a forgotten word!) of applying what you hear and obeying it...and thereby learning how to handle those inevitable problems.  

Perseverance, Condensed from Three Steps Forward, Two Steps Back by Charles Swindoll, 1980. 

Week 7: Review the opportunities of evangelism in the present world. Introduce the mechanics of evangelism. Introduce practical evangelism at home, at school, and at work.  Do Assignment 7: Summarize lecture notes.
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	Short Description 

	David Martyn Lloyd-Jones (December 20, 1899 – March 1, 1981) was a Protestant Christian minister who was hugely influential in the reformed wing of the British evangelical movement in the 20th century. For almost 30 years, he was the minister of Westminster Chapel in London. Lloyd-Jones was strongly opposed to the liberal theology that had become a part of many Christian denominations in Wales and England, which he saw as unbiblical. He disagreed with the broad church approach and encouraged evangelical Christians (particularly Anglicans) to leave their existing denominations, as he felt that true Christian fellowship could only take place amongst those who shared the same views.
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  Martyn Lloyd-Jones Long Description 

	Source: Wikipedia
	
	David Martyn Lloyd-Jones (December 20, 1899 – March 1, 1981) was a Protestant Christian minister who was hugely influential in the reformed wing of the British evangelical movement in the 20th century. For almost 30 years, he was the minister of Westminster Chapel in London. Lloyd-Jones was strongly opposed to the liberal theology that had become a part of many Christian denominations in Wales and England, which he saw as unbiblical. He disagreed with the broad church approach and encouraged evangelical Christians (particularly Anglicans) to leave their existing denominations, as he felt that true Christian fellowship could only take place amongst those who shared the same views.

Early life and ministry
Lloyd-Jones was born in Cardiff and raised in Llangeitho, Ceredigion. Llangeitho is associated with the Welsh Methodist revival, as it was the location of Daniel Rowland's ministry. Attending a London grammar school between 1914 and 1917 and then St Bartholomew's Hospital as a medical student, in 1921 he started work as assistant to the Royal Physician, Sir Thomas Horder. After struggling for two years over what he sensed was a calling to preach, in 1927 Lloyd-Jones returned to Wales, having married Bethan Phillips (with whom he later had two children, Elizabeth and Ann), accepting an invitation to minister at a church in Aberavon (Port Talbot).

Westminster Chapel
After a decade ministering in Aberavon, in 1939 he went back to London, where he had been appointed as associate pastor of Westminster Chapel, London, working alongside G. Campbell Morgan. The day before he was officially to be accepted into his new position, World War II broke out in Europe. During the same year, he became the president of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Students (known today as the Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship (UK)). During the war he and his family moved to Haslemere, Surrey. In 1943 Morgan retired, leaving Jones as the sole Pastor of Westminster Chapel. 

Lloyd-Jones was well-known for his expository style of preaching, and the Sunday morning and evening meetings at which he officiated drew crowds of several hundred, as did the Friday evening Bible studies – which were, in effect, sermons in the same style. He would take many months – even years – to expound a chapter of the Bible verse by verse. His sermons would often be around fifty minutes to an hour in length, attracting many students from universities and colleges in London. His sermons were also transcribed and printed (virtually verbatim) in the weekly Westminster Record, which was read avidly by those who enjoyed his preaching.

The evangelical controversy
In 1966 he caused controversy in the Christian press when, at the National Assembly of Evangelicals organised by the Evangelical Alliance, he called on all clergy of evangelical conviction to leave denominations which contained both liberal and evangelical congregations, which was taken to be a reference primarily to the Church of England, although this had not been his intention. As a significant figure to many free churches, Lloyd-Jones had hoped to encourage those Christians who held orthodox evangelical views on subjects such as the atonement, regeneration and the inspiration of Scripture to withdraw from any churches which did not share these beliefs. 

However, he was publicly rebuked by leading evangelical Anglican John Stott, who was chairing the meeting, who refuted the stance of Lloyd-Jones by stating that his opinion was against history and the Bible. At the first National Evangelical Anglican Congress the following year, the Anglican evangelicals committed themselves to working within their denomination, distancing themselves from Lloyd-Jones' separatist approach.

Later life
Lloyd-Jones retired from his ministry at Westminster Chapel in 1968, following a major operation. He spoke of a belief that God had stopped him from continuing to preach through the New Testament book of the Letter to the Romans in his Friday evening Bible study exposition because he did not personally know enough about "joy in the Holy Spirit" which was to be his next sermon (based on Romans 14:17). For the rest of his life he concentrated on editing his sermons to be published, counselling other ministers, answering letters and attending conferences. Perhaps his most famous publication is a series of commentaries on the Epistle to the Romans, the first volume of which was published in 1970. 

Despite spending most of his life living and ministering in England, Lloyd-Jones was proud of his roots in Wales. He best expressed his concern for his home country through his support of the Evangelical Movement of Wales: he was a regular speaker at their conferences, preaching in both English and Welsh. Since his death, the movement has published various books, in English and Welsh, bringing together selections of his sermons and articles. 

Lloyd-Jones preached for the last time on June 8, 1980 at Barcombe Baptist Chapel. After a lifetime of work, he died peacefully in his sleep at Ealing on March 1, 1981, St David's Day. He was buried at Newcastle Emlyn, near Cardigan, west Wales. A well-attended thanksgiving service was held at Westminster Chapel on 6 April.

Since his death there have been various publications regarding Lloyd-Jones and his work, most popularly a biography in two volumes by Iain Murray.

Legacy
Charismatic Movement
Martyn Lloyd-Jones has admirers from many different denominations in the Christian Church today. One much-discussed aspect of his legacy is his relationship to the Charismatic Movement. Respected by leaders of many churches associated with this movement, although not directly associated with them, he did teach the Baptism with the Holy Spirit as a distinct experience from conversion or regeneration. Indeed, towards the end of his life he urged his listeners to actively seek an experience of the Holy Spirit. For instance, in his exposition of Ephesians 6:10-13, published in 1976, he says, "Do you know anything of this fire? If you do not, confess it to God and acknowledge it. Repent, and ask Him to send the Spirit and His love into you until you are melted and moved, until you are filled with his love divine, and know His love to you, and rejoice in it as his child, and look forward to the hope of the coming glory. 'Quench not the Spirit', but rather 'be filled with the Spirit' and 'rejoice in Christ Jesus'". 

Lloyd-Jones reported his own baptism with the Holy Spirit to have occurred in 1949 after the Hebrides Revival, in a meeting with David Watson, John Collins, David MacInnes, and Michael Harper that Saunders and Sansom call "the moment when the Charismatic Movement in Britan was born." This meeting occurred on April 9, 1963. Part of Lloyd-Jones' stress of the Christian's need of the baptism with the Holy Spirit was due to his belief that this provides an overwhelming assurance of God's love to the Christian, and thereby enables him to boldly witness for Christ to an unbelieving world. 

Aside from his insistence that the baptism with the Spirit is a work of Jesus Christ distinct from regeneration, Lloyd-Jones also opposed cessationism, claiming that the doctrine is not founded upon Scripture. In fact, he requested that Banner of Truth Trust, the publishing company which he co-founded, only publish his works on the subject after his death. He went as far as to claim that those who took a position such as B.B. Warfield's on cessationism were 'quenching the Spirit.' He continued to proclaim the necessity of the active working of God in the world and the need for him to miraculously demonstrate his power so that Christian preachers (and all those who witness for Christ) might gain a hearing in a contemporary world that is hostile to the true God and to Christianity in general.

Preaching
Lloyd-Jones seldom agreed to preach live on television, (the exact number of occasions is not known, but it was most likely only once or twice). His reasoning behind this decision was that this type of "controlled" preaching, that is, preaching that is constrained by time-limits, "militates against the freedom of the Spirit."[6] In other words, he believed that the preacher should be free to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit concerning the length of time in which he is allowed to preach. He recorded that he once asked a television executive who wanted him to preach on television, "What would happen to your programmes if the Holy Spirit suddenly descended upon the preacher and possessed him; what would happen to your programmes?" 

Perhaps the greatest aspect of Lloyd-Jones' legacy has to do with his preaching. Lloyd-Jones was one of the most influential preachers of the twentieth century.[7] Many volumes of his sermons have been published by Banner of Truth, as well as other publishing companies. In his book, Preaching and Preachers (Zondervan, 1971), Lloyd-Jones describes his views on preaching, or what might be called his doctrine of homiletics. In this book, he defines preaching as "Logic on fire." The meaning of this definition is demonstrated throughout the book, in which he describes his own preaching style which had developed over his many years of ministry. 

His preaching style may be summarized as 'logic on fire' for several reasons. First, he believed that the use of logic was vital for the preacher. But his view of logic was not the same as that of the Enlightenment. This is why he called it logic "on fire." The fire has to do with the activity and power of the Holy Spirit. He therefore believed that preaching was the logical demonstration of the truth of a given passage of Scripture with the aid, or unction, of the Holy Spirit.[8] This view manifested itself in the form of Lloyd-Jones' sermons. Lloyd-Jones believed that true preaching was always expository. This means he believed that the primary purpose of the sermon was to reveal and expand the primary teaching of the passage under consideration. Once the primary teaching was revealed, he would then logically expand this theme, demonstrating that it was a biblical doctrine by showing that it was taught in other passages in the Bible, and using logic in order to demonstrate its practical use and necessity for the hearer. With this being the case, he labored in his book Preaching and Preachers to caution young preachers against what he deemed as "commentary-style" preaching as well as "topical" preaching.

Lloyd-Jones' preaching style was therefore set apart by his sound exposition of biblical doctrine and his fire and passion in its delivery. He is thereby known as a preacher who continued on it the Puritan tradition of experimental preaching.[2] A famous quote on the effects of Lloyd-Jones preaching is given by theologian and preacher J.I. Packer, who wrote that, upon his first hearing of Lloyd-Jones' preaching, he had, "never heard such preaching." It came to him "with the force of electric shock, bringing to at least one of his listeners more of a sense of God than any other man".

Lloyd-Jones was also an avid supporter of the Evangelical Library in London.

Quotes
"So the first effect of Christianity is to make people stop and think. They are not simply overawed by some great occasion. They say, “No, I must face this. I must think.”..the greatest trouble is that men and women go through life without thinking. Or they think for a moment but find it painful, so they stop and turn to a bottle of whiskey or television or something else—anything to forget." Martyn Lloyd-Jones and Logos Bible Software 
"The glory of the gospel is that when the Church is absolutely different from the world, she invariably attracts it. It is then that the world is made to listen to her message, though it may hate it at first. That is how revival comes. That must also be true of us as individuals. It should not be our ambition to be as much like everybody else as we can, though we happen to be Christian, but rather to be as different from everybody who is not a Christian as we can possibly be. Our ambition should be to be like Christ, the more like Him the better, and the more like Him we become, the more we shall be unlike everybody who is not a Christian" Introduction to the Beatitudes 
"With these two words we come to the introduction to the Christian message, the peculiar, specific message which the Christian faith has to offer to us. These two words, in and of themselves, in a sense contain the whole of the gospel. The gospel tells of what God has done, God’s intervention; it is something that comes entirely from outside us and displays to us that wondrous and amazing and astonishing work of God which the apostle goes on to describe and to define in the following verses" Martyn Lloyd-Jones and Logos Bible Software
"If we give the impression that the main effect of Christianity is to make us miserable, then it is not surprising that ninety per cent of the people are outside the Christian church. 'Miserable Christians,' they say, 'look at them!' And they add that they have life, they have joy, they have fullness. Shame on us Christian people! But it is not merely a question of saying shame on us. What a terrible responsibility is ours if we are so misrepresenting this 'glorious gospel of the blessed God' (1 Timothy 1:11). We are meant to be witnesses to all people that we are filled to overflowing. We are meant to show the truth of the psalmist's words: 'My cup runneth over!' (Psalm 23:5)." A Superabundance of Blessing
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講道網站連結
回到 華人神學園地主頁
蔡少琪﹕《福音與二十一世紀的中國》
**蔡少琪一些講道和專題摘要
*講道網站2
蔡少琪的牧養家書和聖經默想
華人神學園地中一些講道文章
港九培靈研經大會　講道集; cf. http://www.hkbibleconference.org/. 
***1-Bible Commentaries 
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*** http://www.godoor.com/bible/bible-study.asp
***傳基督聖經網頁提供的講道講章連結
**請參閱九龍城浸信會2010年每週講道影片錄音和講詞
**請參閱九龍城浸信會2009年每週講道影片錄音和講詞
**請參閱九龍城浸信會2008年每週講道影片錄音和講詞
張慕皚在九龍城浸信會的講道講章
播道會恩福堂講道輯
John MacArthur’s Sermons by Scripture
Google中找到的崇拜講道
蔡少琪一些講道和專題摘要
John Piper’s Sermons
關於Tim Keller凱勒牧師的一些網站
唐崇榮牧師歸正查經講座; 希伯來書解經文字講章
中國大陸最近開始一些三自教會也有將講道放在網絡上﹕
北京市基督教海淀堂的講道
Victor Yap 葉福成 的講道工具連結
**講章連結﹕「傳基督聖經網頁」提供的連結
	舊約 (Old Testament)

	Gen 創
	Ex 出
	Lev 利
	Num 民
	Deut 申
	Josh 書

	Judg 士
	Ruth 得
	1 Sam 撒上
	2 Sam 撒下
	1 Kin 王上
	2 Kin 王下

	1 Chr 代上
	1 Chr 代下
	Ezra 拉
	Neh 尼
	Esth 斯
	Job 伯

	Ps 詩
	Prov 箴
	Eccl 傳
	Song 歌
	Is 賽
	Jer 耶

	Lam 哀
	Ezek 結
	Dan 但
	Hos 何
	Joel 珥
	Amos 摩

	Obad 俄
	Jon 拿
	Mic 彌
	Nah 鴻
	Hab 哈
	Zeph 番

	Hag 該
	Zech 亞
	Mal 瑪
	
	
	


	新約 (New Testament)

	Matt 太
	Mark 可
	Luke 路
	John 約
	Acts 徒
	Rom 羅

	1 Cor 林前
	2 Cor 林後
	Gal 加
	Eph 弗
	Phil 腓
	Col 西

	1 Thess 帖前
	2 Thess 帖後
	1 Tim 提前
	2 Tim 提後
	Titus 多
	Philem 門

	Heb 來
	James 雅
	1 Pet 彼前
	2 Pet 彼後
	1 John 約一
	2 John 約二

	3 John 約三
	Jude 猶
	Rev 啟
	
	
	


	其他 (Other)

	Testimonies 見證
	Illustrations 例證
	Series 釋經系列
	
	
	


**Sermons and Illustrations from http://www.preceptaustin.org/. 

	OLD TESTAMENT

	Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
	Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
Isaiah 

Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
	Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi 

 

	NEW TESTAMENT

	Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
	Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1Thessalonians
2Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
	Hebrews
James
1Peter
2Peter
1John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation


一些網絡有的釋經講道法資料
張西平 編著 實用釋經講道法
沈保羅牧師奉獻新書，述說60年講道、讀經心得和釋經講道之法
釋經講道學（第一講）
講道的理論與實際
司布真﹕SERMONS LIKELY TO WIN SOULS
清教徒的講道法
斯托得(John Scott)著: 築橋跨越文化的鴻溝
信仰之門的資料庫
中文講章
講道錄音及專題講座資料庫--信息類別 
時代廣場教會證道David Wilkerson 

崇拜講道--基督教銘恩堂 

歷屆培靈會講題目錄 

講台信息目錄 

GOOD TV 空中講台 

林信仁牧師 
講道錄音及專題講座資料庫--按講員 

講道庫 

香港基督教宣道會北角堂 - 講道重溫 

九龍靈糧堂講道錄音
TouchLife講道集錦 

影音資源中心崇拜講道信息 

香港天主教主日講道 

講道學 

香港聖經教會講道錄音--普通話 

播道會同福堂講道 

耶穌的講道風範 

香港浸信會講道庫 

Key Preachers

Piper's Notes 
Piper's Notes - from the Friends of John Bunyan 

John Bunyan - Sermons and Allegories 

Ray C. Stedman Sermon Library 

Sermons by Peter J. Flamming, First Baptist 

Sermons of George Whitefield 

Sermons of Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

Times Square Church Pulpit Series -David Wilkerson 

Wesley's Sermons 

Discovery Papers by Ray C. Stedman 

David Chadwell's Sermons 

Augustine sermons 

C.H. Spurgeon 

Key Figures 

Martin Luther's Sermons 

Preaches (Q-Z) 

Preaches(A-G) 

Preaches (H-P) 

John MacArthur's Collection of sermons and other writings 

Saddleback Sermons by Rick Warren 

Scottish Preachers' Hall of Fame 

St. John Crysostom's sermons 

St. Agustine' sermons 

Newman Reader - Parochial & Plain Sermons 1 

Prince of Preachers C. H. Spurgeon 

Audio Sermons by Speaker 

John Calvin Sermons-Audio 

John Murray . 

A.B. Simpson 

Reuben Archer Torrey, Evangelist 

Witnesses

人海孤鴻展飛 
中信 

談天說道 

號角月報 

Christianity Today Magazine 

Touchstone Journal 

Welcome to Catholic.net 

Yahoo! Hong Kong Search 

Yahoo! 新聞 

公教報資料庫 

台灣教會公報社公報經典 

生命季刊 

校園各期 

海外校園 

傳書 

Billy Graham Decision Magazine Past Issues 

RNS Online 

Church News Service 

Religion News Links 

Religion News Sources - particularly those dealing with religious cults, sects, and alternative religions 

福音見證集 

陽光故事 

見證實錄Jesus is love 

福音見證集2 

宣訊月報 

AGENZIA FIDES 

教協教育news hkteacher.net 

TouchLife神采飛揚 

英文講章
Focus On God Sermons 
Famous Preacher Sermons 

Christian Articles 

Contemporary Quotations 

The World's Great Sermons 

Doug Goins 

Ethics Sermons 

Familiar Quotations, 10th edition 

Famous Classical Christian Authors and sermons 

Revival Sermons 

Grace For Today 

Lincoln Sermons List of Texts 

Notable Sermons Library 

eSermons 

ON-LINE SERMONS 

The Ten Greatest Preachers Of The Twentieth Century 

Preaching Today Sermons transcripts store 

Mostly Covenanter Sermons 

Single Textual Sermons (Executable Outlines) 

Single Topical Sermons (Executable Outlines) 

Taiwan sermon1 

Textual Sermon Series (Executable Outlines) 

The Work of God Catholic Library 

Topical Sermon Series (Executable Outlines) 

Anglican Library - Author Index 

SermonCentral.com - Topic Search 

SermonCentral.com 

Google--Sermons 

Sermon Illustrations 

Preachers Page - Thousands of FREE SERMONS 

Sermons & preaching-Bib 

A Catalogue of 1,150 Christian Sermons Illustrations on the Web 

葉福成 (中華神學院 www.cbs.org.hk) 的網誌：www.preachchrist.com & www.eSermons.blogspot.com; http://preachchrist.vinemedia.org
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Sunday, November 18, 2007
Character 品德，Child 小孩，Christlikeness 基督化，Church 教會 

CHARACTER 品德
1891年，一個鐵路公司因著有人在穿越平交道被火車撞死而挨告。控方律師詢問當時值夜班的平交道看守人：『你是否當時在值班？』這名看守人的回答是很肯定的。『你是否有一個照明燈？』他的回答仍然是很肯定的。『你是否搖晃你的照明燈？』他的回答仍然一樣。因著這名看守人有利的證詞，控方輸掉了這個案子。鐵路公司的總經理向這名看守人道賀，並且告訴他，他的證詞為公司省了很多錢，公司將會獎勵他。之後，總經理問這名看守人：『你在作證的時候會緊張嗎？』看守人回答說：『先生，我有些害怕他們會問我是否有點燃我的照明燈。』

In 1891 a train company was being sued because a person had been killed at a train crossing. The plaintiff’s lawyer interrogated the night watchman at the crossing. When asked if he was on duty, he responded in the affirmative.
“Did you have a lantern?” Again the answer was yes.
“Did you wave the lantern?” Again the same answer. His testimony was so convincing that the plaintiff lost the case. Afterwards, the president of the company congratulated the watchman, telling him that his testimony had saved the company a great deal of money, and that he would be compensated accordingly. The president then asked the watchman, “Were you nervous on the stand?”
“Well, sir, I was a bit afraid they would ask if my lantern was lit.”
-----

一個父親告訴他的兒子：『待人要有禮貌，甚至是對待那些對你不好的人。記得，你對人友善，並不是因為他們是友善的人，而是你自己是友善的人。』

“My boy,” said a father to his son, “treat everybody with politeness, even those who are rude to you; remember, you show courtesy to others, not because they are gentlemen, but because you are one.”
-----

好多年以前，有一個周六的文學欣賞節目，播出了一個卡通。在那卡通裡面，喬治華盛頓拿著一把斧頭站著。在他的前面，是一顆著名的櫻桃樹躺在地上。喬治華盛頓很驕傲的承認了是他幹的，因為他不會說謊。但是，他的父親站在那裡很生氣的說：『很好，你承認是你幹的，你每次都承認是你幹的。問題是，你什么時候才會停止砍我的櫻桃樹！』

There was a cartoon in the Saturday Review of Literature several years ago in which little George Washington was standing with an ax in his hand. Before him, lying on the ground was the famous cherry tree. He had already made his smug admission that he had done it -- after all, he “...cannot tell a lie.” But, his father was standing there, exasperated, saying, “All right, so you admit it! You always admit it! The question is, when are you going to stop doing it.”
http://www.expositor.com/Exposit.htm
-----

熊寶寶下樓坐在桌前的小椅子上，發現他的小碗是空的。他吱吱叫：「誰吃了我的粥？!! 」。熊爸爸坐在他的大桌前的大椅子上，看到他的大碗也是空的：「誰吃了我的粥？!! 」他咆哮道。熊媽媽從廚房探出他的頭來叫道：「拜託你們！同樣的情況到底要重演幾次呢」？熊媽媽是最早起床的，叫大家起床的也是他，沖咖啡的也是熊媽媽，他從洗碟機裡把昨晚清洗的碗碟拿出來放好，在冷冷的凌晨出去拿報紙，他佈置餐桌，將貓放出去，清洗小箱子，為貓補充水和食物，如今你決定放下優雅的熊媽媽廚房，氣呼呼的下樓：你們給我聽好，我只說一遍：「我還沒有開始做粥!!!」

Baby Bear goes downstairs and sits in his small chair at the table, he looks into his small bowl. It is empty. “Who’s been eating my porridge?!!”, he squeaks.

Papa Bear arrives at the big table and sits in his big chair. He looks into his big bowl, and it is also empty. “Who’s been eating my Porridge?!!,” he roars.

Momma Bear puts her head through the serving hatch from the kitchen and yells, “For Pete’s sake, how many times do we have to go through this?

It was Momma Bear who got up first, it was Momma Bear who woke everyone in the house, it was Momma Bear who made the coffee, it was Momma Bear who unloaded the dishwasher from last night, and put everything away, it was Momma Bear who went out in the cold early morning air to fetch the newspaper, it was Momma Bear who set the table, it was Momma Bear who put the cat out, cleaned the litter box, and filled the cat’s water and food dish, and, now that you’ve decided to drag your sorry bear-butts downstairs, and grace Momma Bear’s kitchen with your grumpy presence, listen good, cause I’m only going to say this one more time . . .
“I HAVEN’T MADE THE PORRIDGE YET !!”
-----

Things We Can Learn From A Dog
Never pass the opportunity to go for a joyride
Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy
When loved ones come home, always run to greet them
When it’s in your best interest, practice obedience
Let others know when they have invaded your territory
Take naps and scratch before rising
Run, romp, and play daily
Eat with gusto and enthusiasm
Be loyal
Never pretend to be something you’re not
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by, and nuzzle her/him gently
Thrive on attention and let people touch you
On hot days, drink lots of water and lay under a shady tree
When you’re happy, dance around and wag your entire body
No matter how often you are scolded, don’t buy into the guilt and pout.....run right back and make friends
Delight in the simple joy of a long walk
-----

“For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people.
For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry.
For beautiful hair, let a child run his fingers through it once a day.
For poise, walk with the knowledge you’ll never walk alone” Sam Levenson
-----

在一個政治醜聞的案子中，案情已經進入白熱化。法庭上，檢察官正在挑戰一位證人。檢察官對證人說：「是真的嗎？你要說實話！你有沒有收了5000美元的賄賂，要使這個案子大事化小？」
證人看著窗外，好像沒有聽到問題一般！

檢察官又問了一遍：「你到底有沒有收5000美元的賄賂，要使這個案子大事化小？」證人還是沒有回答。

終於，法官受不了了，對證人說：「請證人回答這個問題！」
證人很迷惘的說：「喔！對不起，我以為他剛剛在問你！」
-----

童話裹有一個故事說:古時代在一大山上有一隻老虎，牠很喜歡喫人肉。天使告訴牠: 「你以後絕對不可喫人肉，若再喫，我馬上打死你。」虎答: 「好！ 」以後牠只咬死小動物來滿足肚子。過三年，天使再來時，老虎請求天使說「我三年之久沒喫過人肉，現在非常愛喫人肉，讓我喫吧！ 」天使說「好，但是基督徒你絕對不可喫。」虎回答說「好」後來虎很歡喜下了山，跑到一個禮拜堂前，看見一個人帶聖經，吟詩很快樂的樣子。老虎上前聞那個人，全身都沒有基督徒氣味，只有嘴有一點基督徒的氣味，所以留下嘴、全身的肉都喫掉了。天使又降臨來了，責備老虎怎樣喫那個人?老虎說「這個人只有嘴有基督徒的氣味，所以我留著嘴，其他的都份都喫掉了。」（楊信德，《新約聖經一般故事講道集》）
-----

Quotes引證 :
The measure of a man’s real character is what he would do if he knew he would never be found out. Thomas Babington Macaulay

The circumstances of life, the events of life, and the people around me in life, do not make me the way I am, but reveal the way I am. Dr. Sam Peeples

There is no right way to do a wrong thing.

Character is more important than reputation because reputation is just what people think you are; character is what you really are. John Wooden.

Conscience is the still small voice that people won’t listen to.

Expecting the world to treat you fairly because you are good is like expecting the bull not to charge because you are a vegetarian. Dennis Wholey

He that gives good advice, builds with one hand; he that gives good counsel and example, builds with both; but he that gives good admonition and bad example, builds with one hand and pulls down with the other. Francis Bacon

I would rather be cheated a hundred times than develop a heart of stone. Tim Stafford

Who you are speaks so loud I can’t hear what you are saying. Emerson

Righteousness without genuine love for God and others will soon degenerate into self-righteousness.

I have to be a good person. When I lost, I had to shake the other guy’s hand. Barry Sanders

A contract is fair when both parties gain equally. Thomas Aquinas

**********************************************************

CHILD 小孩
A mother attended a service in a large and crowded auditorium with her little daughter, Mary. In some manner the two became separated. The mother sent a note to the platform which was read aloud: “If there is a little girl named Mary Moore in the audience, who is lost, will she please raise her hand so her mother can find her.” No little girl raised her hand so the mother had the police searching the city for the child. Still not finding her, the mother came back and stood at the door of the auditorium as the people filed out. Among the last of them was Mary. Her mother snatched her up, crying, “Where were you, Mary?” “On the front row,” replied the little one. “Didn’t you hear the man read the notice, ‘If there is a little girl named Mary Moore in the audience, who is lost, will she please raise her hand so her mother can find her?’ “ “Yes,” said Mary, “I heard it.” “Then why didn’t you raise your hand?” “Why, Mother, it couldn’t have meant me,” said Mary, “for I wasn’t lost. I knew where I was.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 840)
-----

爸爸由於感染了西班牙流感被關在房子裡，母親正忙於給已經來自病房的盤子消毒。
妳為何做這些事？ 4 歲的唐納德不解的問媽媽。
親愛的，可憐的爸爸感染細菌，並且這些細菌已傳到盤子上，所以我必須用開水煮盤子，才可以殺死全部可怕的細菌。
唐納德在他的小腦袋裡沈思了幾分鐘。然後說： 媽，為什麼你不直接煮爸爸呢？

Daddy was confined to the house with Spanish influenza, and mother was busy sterilizing the dishes which had come from the sick-room.

“Why do you do that?” asked four-year-old Donald.

“Because, dear, poor daddy has germs, and the germs get on the dishes, so then I boil them, and that kills all the horrid germs.”

Donald turned this over in his little mind for several minutes. Then:

“Mother, why don’t you boil daddy?”
(More Toasts, Gertrude Stein)
-----

小朋友寫給上帝的信
摘錄自小朋友寫給上帝的備忘錄
親愛的上帝：是你安排讓長頸鹿看起來像那模樣？還是意外事件造成的？
親愛的上帝：讓新生命取代死去的人，為何你現在不要保有一個呢？珍
親愛的上帝：是誰在各個國家當中畫出界線的？楠
親愛的上帝：我去了婚禮和他們在會堂正確的接吻。可以嗎？
親愛的上帝：為我有一個嬰孩弟弟感謝祢，但是我是向祢禱告要一隻小狗。
親愛的上帝：整個假期都在下雨，我爸爸發瘋了！他說了一些事是一般人不會想說的話，希望你不要傷害到他。祢的朋友（我不會告訴祢我是誰）
親愛的上帝：請送我一匹小馬，是我以前未曾向祢求過的。你看看吧！
親愛的上帝：假如我們就像一些事情一樣返回，請不要讓我變成珍妮弗荷頓。因為我討厭她！
親愛的上帝：當我長大後，我想長的像我爸一樣，但是不要太多毛髮。
親愛的上帝：甚至當我不禱告時，我有時候會想到你。
親愛的上帝：我打賭對你要去愛世上的是很難的。我家中只有四個人，我都不曾去愛呢？
親愛的上帝：在為你工作的許多人物當中，挪亞和大衛是我的最愛。
親愛的上帝：哥哥們跟我提起我生出的事，聽來怪怪的。他們是不是只在嘲哄我吧！
親愛的上帝：如果星期日在教會你會看我的話，我將展示我的新鞋子哩！
親愛的上帝：我們讀到多馬愛迪生發明燈光，然而在希伯來學校裡，我們得知是祢做的。我打賭是愛迪生偷走祢的想法吧！
親愛的上帝：我不認為有人能成為一位好的上帝。我只是要你知道我只是如此說說而已！因為你已經是上帝了！
親愛的上帝：我不認為橙色和紫色會在一起，直到星期二我看見祢所造的日落。真是酷阿！
親愛的上帝：如果該隱和亞伯各自擁有自己的房間，也許他們就不會彼此相殺了！我和我哥哥正在廝殺當中哩！

Kid letters to God
from actual memos that youngsters wrote to G-d:
Dear God: Did you mean for the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident?
Dear God: Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones, why don’t you just keep the ones you have now? Jane
Dear God: Who draws the lines around the countries? Nan
Dear God: I went to this wedding and they kissed right in the synagogue. Is that okay?
Dear God: Thank you for my baby brother, but what I prayed for was a puppy.
Dear God: It rained for our whole vacation and is my father mad! He said some things about you that people are not supposed to say, but I hope you will not hurt him anyway. Your friend (but I am not going to tell you who I am)
Dear God: Please send me a pony. I never asked for anything before. You can look it up.
Dear God: If we come back as something, please don’t let me be Jennifer Horton, because I hate her.
Dear God: I want to be just like my daddy when I get big, but not with so much hair all over.
Dear God: I think about you sometimes, even when I’m not praying.
Dear God: I bet it is very hard for you to love all the people in the world. There are only four people in our family and I can never do it.
Dear God: Of all the people who worked for you, I like Noah and David the best.
Dear God: My brothers told me about being born, but it doesn’t sound right. They are just kidding, aren’t they?
Dear God: If you watch me in church Sunday, I’ll show you my new shoes.
Dear God: We read Thomas Edison made light. But in Hebrew school, we learned that you did it. So I bet he stole your idea.
Dear God: I don’t think anybody could be a better God. Well, I just want you to know that I am not just saying this because you are God already.
Dear God: I didn’t think orange went with purple until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday. That was cool.
Dear God: Maybe Cain and Abel would not kill each other so much if they had their own rooms. It works with my brother.
-----

當小湯姆的鄰居同伴在籬笆旁時，看他在花園挖個洞。有一個不害羞的小朋友對他做的事感到有趣，爬上去很客氣的問：「湯姆，你在作什麼？」湯姆回說：「我的金魚死了！」他淚流滿面沒有抬頭的說：「我剛剛埋好了！」鄰居很關心的說：「對金魚來說，那洞是不是太大了？」湯姆拍好最後的一推土後，回說：「那是因為金魚在你那隻不會說話的貓裡面呀！」

Little Tim was in the garden filling in a hole when his neighbor peered over the fence. Interested in what the cheeky-faced youngster was up to, he politely asked, “What’cha doing, Tim?” “My goldfish died,” replied the boy tearfully, without looking up. “I’ve just buried him.” The neighbor was concerned. “That’s an awfully big hole for a goldfish, isn’t it?” Tim patted down the last heap of earth, then replied, “That’s because he’s inside your dumb cat.”
-----

如果和一個喜好批評的一起生活的小孩，他學會定人的罪；
如果和一個充滿敵意的一起生活的小孩，他學會與人爭鬥；
如果和一個喜歡嘲笑的一起生活的孩子，他知道害羞；
如果和一個有羞恥心的一起生活的孩子，他知道罪惡感；
如果和一個有容忍度的一起生活的小孩，他學會有耐心；
如果和一個懂得激勵的一起生活的小孩，他學會信賴人；
如果和一個懂得讚美的一起生活的小孩，他學會珍惜；
如果和一個講求公平的一起生活的小孩，他知道正義；
如果和一個有安全感的一起生活的孩子，他學會有信心；
如果和一個懂得贊同的一起生活的小孩，他學會愛自己；
如果和一個有接納的心和看重友誼的一起生活的小孩，他學會在世上尋找愛。

If a child lives with criticism, He learns to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility, He learns to fight.
If a child lives with ridicule, He learns to be shy.
If a child lives with shame, He learns to be guilty.
If a child lives with tolerance, He learns to be patient.
If a child lives with encouragement, He learns confidence.
If a child lives with praise, He learns to appreciate.
If a child lives with fairness, He learns justice.
If a child lives with security, He learns to have faith.
If a child lives with approval, He learns to like himself.
If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, He learns to find love in the world.
-----

小華的父親發現小華花了太多時間在電玩上，為了要鼓勵小華多花一些時間在學校的課業上，他的父親說：『當林肯在你的年紀時，他是用家中壁爐的火光來唸書。』小華回答說：『當林肯在你的年紀時，他已經是美國的總統。』

Little Johnny’s father noticed that Johnny was spending way too much time playing computer games. In an effort to motivate Little Johnny into focusing more attention on his schoolwork, his father said, “When Abe Lincoln was your age, he was studying books by the light of the fireplace.”
Little Johnny replied, “When Abe Lincoln was your age, he was The President of the United States.”
-----

老闆遇到一位員工並對他說：「你到這裡已經一年了，起初你只是一位文書人員，一星期後，你開始負責銷售業務，一個月後，你被提升為區域營運經理，僅僅四個月，你已被擢升為副總裁，現在，我準備退休了，我希望你接任我為新的老闆，你認為如何？」

那位員工回答：「謝謝你…」

老闆說：「你還有甚麼要說的？」

員工說：「謝謝你….爸爸…」

The boss meets an employee and says: “You are here already 1 year. In the beginning, you were only a Mail Clerk. A week later, you started to handle Sales. A month later, you were promoted as Operation Regional Manager. In only 4 months, you were promoted to Vice-President. Now, I’m ready to retire, I want you to be the new boss. How do you feel?”

The Employee answers: “Thank you...”

The Boss: “Anything else you would like to say?”

The employee: “Thank you .... Dad...”
---

一個青少年在他家的車道上打籃球的時候，掉了他的隱形眼鏡。他找了一找，就去告訴他媽媽他的隱形眼鏡掉了而且找不到。他的媽媽不慌不忙地出去，沒幾分鐘就找到了兒子的隱形眼鏡。兒子對媽媽說：『我真的很努力的找過，為什么我找不到，你找得到？』媽媽說：『因為我們找不一樣的東西。你是尋找一個小塑膠片，我是尋找美金150元。』

A teenager lost one of his contact lens while playing basketball in his driveway.
After a brisk search, he told his mother the lens was nowhere to be found. Undaunted, she went outside and in a few minutes, returned with the lens in her hand.

“I really looked hard for that, mom,” said the youth. “How did you manage to find it?”

“We weren’t looking for the same thing,” she replied. “You were looking for a small piece of plastic. I was looking for $150.” (Reader’s Digest 10/92)
-----

我在飛往弗羅里達州的飛機上，正為一個親職教育講座準備我的筆記，我將講授教育心理學。一位年長的婦女坐在我旁邊，對我解釋說她剛剛花了兩週的時間探望了她在波士頓的六個兒女，十八個孫兒女，和十個曾孫兒女，正要回邁阿密。然後，她問我是做什麽的。
我告訴了她我的職業，原以爲她會向我求問一些免費的專業建議。
結果她往後一靠，拿起一本雜誌並說，「如果你有什麽事想要知道，儘管問我。」

On a flight to Florida, I was preparing my notes for one of the parent-education seminars I conduct as an educational psychologist। The elderly woman sitting next to me explained that she was returning to Miami after having spent two weeks visiting her six children, 18 grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren in Boston। Then she inquired what I did for a living।

I told her, fully expecting her to question me for free professional advice. Instead she sat back, picked up a magazine and said, “If there’s anything you want to know, just ask me.”
-----

一個問題兒童的母親接受一位精神病理醫生的勸導﹕「妳為妳的孩子太操心了。我建議妳定時服用鎮定劑。」

在她另一次看診時醫生問﹕「鎮定劑是有否安定了妳的心情？」
這位母親答道﹕「有。」

醫生問﹕「那麼妳的孩子現在怎樣了？」
她回應﹕「管他幹嘛？」

The mother of a problem child was advised by a psychiatrist, “You are far too upset and worried about your son. I suggest you take tranquillizers regularly.”
On her next visit the psychiatrist asked, “Have the tranquillizers calmed you down?”
“Yes” the mother answered.
“And how is your son now?” he asked.
“Who cares?” she replied.
-----

在熱鬧的聖誕節購物時，一位女士掉了她的手提袋。有一個誠實的小男孩揀到且還给她。當她看她的錢包時，她評論說，「嗯 .... 奇怪，當我失去了我的手提袋子時，我衹有一張20元的鈔票。現在有20張一元的鈔票。」

男孩很快就回答說， 「你沒看錯，女士。上次我曾揀到一位女士的錢包時，她因為沒有零錢可找，而無法賞我獎金。」

A lady lost her handbag in the bustle of Christmas shopping. It was found by an honest little boy and returned to her. Looking in her purse, she commented, “Hmmm.... That’s funny. When I lost my bag there was a $20 bill in it. Now there are twenty $1 bills.”
The boy quickly replied, “That’s right, lady. The last time I found a lady’s purse, she didn’t have any change for a reward.”
-----

小約翰第一天上課回家，媽媽問他上課情形，他說：『老師今天問我，我還有沒有弟弟或妹妹會進來這個學校。』媽媽問他：『你有沒有告訴你的老師，你是媽媽唯一的心肝寶貝？』約翰說：『有啊！』媽媽問『那老師怎麼說？』老師說：『感謝神！』
-----

一位爸爸下班回到家很晚了，很累並有點煩，發現他五歲的兒子靠在門旁等他。

『爸，我可以問你一個問題嗎？』

『當然可以，什麼問題？』父親回答。

『爸，你一小時可以賺多少錢？』

『這與你無關，你為什麼問這個問題？』父親生氣的說著；

『我只是想要知道，請告訴我，你一小時賺多少錢？』小孩哀求著。

『假如你一定要知道的話，我一小時賺20塊美金。』

『喔！』小孩低著頭這樣回答著，小孩說：『爹地，可以借我10塊美金嗎？』

父親發怒了，『如果你問這問題只是要借錢去買毫無意義的玩具或東西的話，給我回到你的房間並上床，好好想想為什麼你會那麼自私，我每天長時間辛苦工作著，沒時間和你玩小孩子的遊戲。』

小孩安靜地回自己房並關上門。
　　
這位父親坐下來還對小孩的問題生氣，他怎麼敢只為了錢而問這種問題？

約一小時後，他平靜下來了，開始想著他可能對孩子太兇了；或許他應該用那10塊錢美金買小孩真正想要的，讓他不用常常要錢，父親走小孩的房門並打開門。

『孩子，你睡了嗎？』他問著，

『爸，還沒，我還醒著。』小孩回答著，

『我想過了，我剛剛可能對你太兇了。』父親說著，『我將今天的悶氣都爆發出來了，這是你要的10塊錢美金。』

小孩笑著坐直了起來，『爹地，謝謝你』小孩叫著，接著小孩從枕頭下拿出一些被弄皺了的鈔票，這父親看到

小孩已經有錢了，快要再次發脾氣，這小孩慢慢地算著錢，接著看著他的爸爸，

『為什麼你已經有錢了還要要更多？』父親生氣的說著，

『因為我之前不夠，但我現在足夠了。』小孩回答，『爸，我現在有20塊錢了，我可以向你買一個小時的時間嗎？明天請早一點回家，我想和你一起吃晚餐。』
-----

一個稚幼小兒，犯了小小的過錯，夜間向父親傾訴，跪倒在父親膝前，淚眼汪汪禱告：「親愛慈悲的神，在你凡事都能，助我長大成人，又聰明、又強健，像我爸爸一樣。」，不久小兒睡了，父親起來跪在床前，向主承認禱告：「求主除去我的罪性，賜我赤子之心，叫我潔白無邪，全心信賴交託，像我兒子一樣！」
-----

Quotes引證 :
We spend the first 2 years of children’s life teaching them to walk and talk. Then we spend the next 16 years telling them to sit down and keep quiet.

Sometimes we’re so concerned about giving our children what we never had growing up, we neglect to give them what we did have growing up. James Dobson

What is popular is not always right, what is right is not always popular.

When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 21, I was astonished at how much the old man had learned in seven years. Mark Twain

Don’t worry that children never listen to you; worry that they are always watching you. Robert Fulghum

There are two things you give to your children. One is roots and the other is wings.

In matters of style, swim with the current. In matters of principle, stand like a rock. Thomas Jefferson

**********************************************************

CHRISTLIKENESS 效法基督
There was a small Christian sect of an exclusive nature which was holding a convention. Outside the auditorium there was displayed the motto, “Jesus Only.” A strong wind blew the first three letters away, so that the sign read, “Us Only.” Isn’t that too often the sign that our prayers, attitudes, and behavior present to the world? And then we expect God to bless us. (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 744)
-----

看見她的兩個兒子爭奪最後一塊比薩餅，母親說：「你們這兩個男孩，行為應該更像耶穌才對，如果他在這裡，他將會給他的兄弟這最後一塊」
哥哥看著弟弟說，「馬蒂，來！你作耶穌。」

Seeing her two sons fighting over the last piece of pizza the mother said, “You boys should be acting more like Jesus, if He were here He would give His brother the last piece”
The older brother looked at his younger sibling and said,
“Marty, you be Jesus”
-----

一個十歲的猶太人男孩數學很不好，他的父母試了很多方法，從為他請家庭教師到催眠，無所不用其極，但都無法使他的數學好起來。最後在一個朋友的堅持下，他們決定將他轉學到一個私立的天主教學校。

第一天上課回家，那男孩帶著非常嚴肅和專注的表情直奔他的房間，安靜地關上門，將近兩個小時，他在房間裡非常用功，書桌上和地上滿是數學書本，很久之後才出來。匆匆忙忙吃完飯，又馬上回到房間，關上門繼續用功直到睡覺時間。這樣的模式一直持續，直到第一學季的成績單出來，男孩把打開的成績單，放在餐桌上，又馬上衝進房間。他的母親小心翼翼地打開成績單，竟然看到男孩的數學成績得到一個大紅色的A。

他母親和他父親狂喜地進入男孩的房間，為他顯著的進步非常興奮。他父親問道：「是不是因為修女的關係？」男孩搖搖頭說不是。「那是不是因為一對一的家教」男孩說：「也不是。」那是課本的關係，還是老師的緣故？還是因為課程改變？男孩都說不是。最後，男孩說：「當我第一天走進前門，看到一個人被釘在加號上面，我就知道他們是玩真的了。」

A ten-year-old Jewish boy was failing math. His parents tried everything from tutors to hypnosis; but to no avail. Finally, at the insistence of a family friend, they decided to enroll their son in a private Catholic school.

After the first day, the boy’s parents were surprised when he walked in after school with a stern, focused and very determined expression on his face. He went straight past them, right to his room and quietly closed the door. For nearly two hours he toiled away in his room - with math books strewn about his desk and the surrounding floor. He emerged long enough to eat, and after quickly cleaning his plate, went straight back to his room, closed the door and worked feverishly at his studies until bedtime. This pattern of behavior continued until it was time for the first quarter’s report card.

The boy walked in with it unopened - laid it on the dinner table and went straight to his room. Cautiously, his mother opened it and, to her amazement, she saw a large red ‘A’ under the subject of Math.

Overjoyed, she and her husband rushed into their son’s room, thrilled at his remarkable progress. “Was it the nuns that did it?” the father asked. The boy shook his head and said “No.” “Was it the one-to-one tutoring? The peer-mentoring?” “No.” “The textbooks? The teachers? The curriculum?” “No”, said the son. “On that first day, when I walked in the front door and saw that guy nailed to the plus sign, I KNEW they meant business!”
-----

有一位西方傳教士到印度宣教。起先，印度人稱他為：「白人先生。」慢慢當地人跟他交往熟了，便稱他為：「可敬的白人。」最後印度人發現他心地善良，處處為印度人的利益設想，便改口稱他為：「白色的印度人」，也就是說他們完全與他認同、接納他當作自己的族人了。又有一回，一個印度人在車禍中腿部受傷，他就把那人接到家裡，為他洗腳、敷藥療傷。眾人看見他做出這樣仁慈的事，便改口稱他為：「上帝差來的人。」那位傳教士有著耶穌基督的心腸，因為耶穌來不是受眾人的服事，乃是來服事眾人。
-----

Quotes引證 :
A Christian man is most free lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian man is the most dutiful servant of all, and subject to everyone. Martin Luther

Those who make comfort the great subject of their preaching seem to mistake the end of their ministry. Holiness is the great end. Comfort is a cordial but no one drinks cordials from morning to night. John Henry Newman

In our modern world, our real danger comes not from irreligion, but from mild religion. D. Elton Trueblood.

The true call of a Christian is not to do extraordinary things, but to do ordinary things in an extraordinary way.

**********************************************************

CHURCH 教會
有一位既年輕又慵懶的農夫，農作物歉收。工作沒有成果，以致他的收成不佳。所以他決定作一個改變，可能他想成為傳道人。
有一天，他正苦思他的未來出路時，他抬頭望著迅速變化的天空，他看見P, C字型的雲。他就想著：「傳講基督！」。隨後他前往隔州讀聖經學院，讓人人確信他是有「呼召」的。
不需多言，他對功課表現的也很慵懶，從創世紀研究到講道學都沒有通過。
最後他被叫到校長辦公室。當他對著校長解釋他的「呼召」時，最後校長不再關切他的問題就回說：「看阿！年輕人！事奉上帝不是為懶散的人準備的。至於你所提的PC，是指「種玉蜀黍」。

A young but lazy farmer was having a bad year at the farm. His work had not paid off, so his harvest was going to be very poor. So he decided it was time for a change: perhaps he would become a preacher.

One day, as he was mulling on what to do with his future, he looked up to the sky and presto, he saw the clouds forming the words P. C. That’s it he thought: “PREACH CHRIST”! Off he went to the bible college in the next state, convincing everyone that he had a “calling.”

Needless to say, he was also lazy also in his studies, and failed every subject from Genesis to Preaching.

Finally he was called to the office. As he explained his “calling,” the president finally discerned his problem, and said. “Look young man, the ministry is not for slothful people. And as for “PC” that stands for “PLANT CORN!”
-----

某一週日上午在聖路易斯城，有一位陌生人叫住一位警員並請他推薦當地一間教會。警員指引他去有一小段距離的教會。
「我沿路看見不少教會，到底發生什麼事。」陌生人問著。「為何你不推薦我去這些教會呢？」
「老實說！」警員回著說：「我本身是不信教的，但是常常看見一群人從我推薦你去的教會走出來，他們很快樂。反而這些教會卻不是這樣。如果我決定去教會，我會去那一間。在那，他們會得到快樂。」

A stranger in St. Louis stopped a policeman one Sunday morning and asked him to recommend a church. He directed him to one at a little distance. “What’s the matter with these other churches that I see along the way?” asked the stranger. “Why don’t you recommend them?” “To tell the truth,” replied the policeman, “I am an unbeliever myself, but people coming out of that church are always happy. They are different. If I ever decided to go to church, that’s where I’d go. They’ve got something there that makes them happy.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 929)
-----

Many people today treat religion as a matter of convenience. They have to belong somewhere to be considered respectable. A clergyman once met an old schoolmate of whose activities he had long been ignorant, and finding him a judge of good standing congratulated him upon his success in life. As they were parting, the clergyman said to him, “And best of all, Judge, I find you are a member of our church.” “Well,” said the judge, “that’s more a matter of chance than anything else. You see, when I was getting established in my profession, my wife and I thought we ought to join a church—it was the respectable thing to do. So, after mature deliberation, we settled down with a certain denomination and got on very well for a time; but they kept harping on faith, till we pretty soon discovered that they required more faith than we had; so it became necessary to make a change. We turned the matter over considerably and at last, for various reasons, made up our minds to join another denomination. Here we found the demand was work, work incessantly; and it was presently apparent that they demanded more work than we were able to perform. It was with great reluctance that we concluded that we must change again, and we cast about with much caution, that this move might be final. At last we decided to connect ourselves with your church, sir, and have gotten along famously ever since without either faith or works.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 544)
-----

多年前在某間神學院有一個慣例，就是在課堂講道的學生隔天被叫到校長室安靜談論他的講道狀況。有一次偶發事件，這位既是牧師又是聖潔的老校長對一位年輕的學生說：「昨天你講的道很好，真理的解析有條理且有好的表現。但是你的道有一個遺憾，這是很嚴重的事。對像我這樣可憐的罪人卻沒有給我一句話。」

Years ago it was the custom in a certain theological college for the student who had preached a sermon in class to go into the principal’s office next morning for a quiet talk about his work. On one such occasion, the revered and saintly old principal said to the young man before him, “It was a good sermon you gave yesterday; the truth you dealt with was well-arranged and well presented. But your sermon had one omission, a grave one. There was no word in it for a poor sinner like me.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 546)
-----

有一位正投入新教會事奉的傳道人，在第一次講道時得到很高的讚賞。有一群人告訴他說這篇信息剛好是會眾所需要的。下一主日他講得很好，但是會眾感到極大的困惑因為他傳講同上主日的一篇信息。第三個主日他再次傳講同樣的道，在開會期間等著傳道人解釋。他說：「為何又是同一篇道？在第一主日你們告訴我你們多麼需要這篇道，我觀察整個星期看你們的生活有沒有改變，結果沒有改變。所以我再講一次。再次觀察一星期，我發現依舊沒變。你們不會希望我會在下主日又講一遍嗎？」

A minister, on taking a new church, was highly complimented on his first sermon. A number of people told him it was just what the congregation needed. The next Sunday he preached well again, but the congregation was greatly puzzled because he preached the same sermon as before. The third Sunday, when the same sermon was preached again, the session waited on the preacher for an explanation. He said, “Why, yes it is the same sermon. You told me the first Sunday how much you needed just that, and I watched all week for some change in your lives, but there was none, so I preached it again. I watched all next week; still no change; and I don’t see any yet. Don’t you think I’d better prepare to preach it again next Sunday?” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 547)
-----

「馬馬虎虎牧師，他不是一位有深度的的傳道人？」朋友問著。「好啦！」另一人笑著說：「我跟你說個故事。當我還是小孩時，我和其他的孩童正在游泳池歡樂著，有一些人去的位置離我有意要去還要遠，我感到害怕。剛好有一個人路過我叫著：「池子深嗎？」
「不，孩子！」他回說：「那只是骯髒的水吧！」

“Isn’t Rev. So-and-so a deep preacher?” asked a friend. “Well,” replied the other smiling. “I’ll tell you a story. When I was a boy I was amusing myself with some other boys in a pool. Some of them were going farther out than I was disposed to go, and I was frightened. To a man who was passing by I called out, ‘Is the pool deep?’ ‘No, son,’ he replied, ‘it’s only muddy.’” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 548)
-----

有一位平信徒在出差旅行期間來到俄亥俄州一間大教會拜訪。在崇拜結束後，他對著在服事和講道的傳道人賀喜。「但是」製造商說：「如果你是我的行銷人員，我不會雇用你。你吸引我的注意是藉著你的外表、聲音、儀態、禱告、閱讀和邏輯的對話引起我的興趣。你所傳講的信息溫暖我的心，然而你停下卻沒有問我要做什麼事。在商場，獲得人群的簽名同意是重要的事阿！。」

有一位信徒趁著出差俄亥俄州，來到一個城市的大教堂聚會。崇拜聚會結束後，他向牧師表達對聚會和信息的祝賀之意。
這位從事於製造業者說，「如果你是我的推銷員，我會解雇你；你的外表、聲音、態度都引起我相當的注意力；你的禱告、讀經、講道在在都喚起我的興趣；你的信息溫暖了我渴慕的心，然而你並未要求我任何事就結束了；在生意上最重要的是那臨門一腳，要求對方簽訂合約。」

A layman visited a great city church in Ohio during a business trip. After the service he congratulated the minister on his service and sermon. “But,” said the manufacturer, “if you were my salesman, I’d discharge you. You got my attention by your appearance, voice, and manner; your prayer, reading, and logical discourse aroused my interest; you warmed my heart with a desire for what you preached; then you stopped without asking me to do something about it. In business, the important thing is to get people to sign on the dotted line.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 549)
-----

It’s fruit that you want when you present the gospel. Someone who had heard a moving sermon was asked by a friend what he remembered of it. “Truly,” he said, “I remember nothing at all, but I am a different man as a result of it.” Contrast that with what another man answered when he was asked what he thought of a sermon that had produced a great sensation among the congregation. His reply may hold an important lesson for some of us. “Very fine, sir; but a man cannot live upon flowers.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 553)
-----

「講道結束了沒？」會眾中有一位問另一會友。
「還沒有，傳道人講的道是結束了，但是主日的信息必須在我們生活當中活出。」這位力求實踐的會友回答著。（摘自聖經真理圖解# 554)）

“Is the sermon done?” asked one member of the congregation of another. “No, the preacher is done, but the sermon has to be worked out in our lives,” replied the practical listener. (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 554)
-----

Bishop Latimer once preached a sermon before King Henry VIII that greatly offended his royal auditor by its plainness. The King ordered him to preach again the next Sunday and to make public apology for his offense. The Bishop ascended the pulpit and read his text, and thus began his sermon: “Hugh Latimer, dost thou know before whom thou art this day to speak? To the high and mighty Monarch, the King’s most excellent Majesty, who can take away thy life if thou offendest. Therefore take heed that thou speakest not a word that may displease. But then, consider well, Hugh! Dost thou not know from whom thou comest—upon whose message thou art sent? Even by the great and mighty God, who is all-present and beholdeth all thy ways, and who is able to cast thy soul into hell! Therefore take care that thou deliverest thy message faithfully.” And so beginning, he preached over again, but with increased energy, the selfsame sermon he had preached the week before. The fear of God delivered him from the fear of man. (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 523)
-----

One day a very learned preacher was met by an illiterate preacher who despised education. “Sir, you have been to college, I suppose?” “Yes, sir,” was the reply. “I am thankful,” replied the illiterate preacher, “that the Lord opened my mouth without any learning.” “A similar event,” answered the learned clergyman, “took place in Balaam’s time, when his ass spoke; but such things are of rare occurrence in the present day. Maybe you are one of the rarities.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 524)
-----

A church was in need of a pastor. A candidate came who preached on hell. The next Sunday another candidate came whose sermon was also on hell, and his fundamental teaching was the same as that of the first one. When the members of the church were called upon to vote, they voted for the second candidate. When they were asked why, the answer was, “The first one spoke as if he were glad that people were going to hell, while the second seemed sorry for it.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 526)
-----

We preachers desperately need the advice which an aged minister gave a young man who was just entering upon his life work as a shepherd of God’s flock. “My son,” he said, “feed the sheep; do not beat them. If a sheep is well fed, he can endure and will submit to some harsh treatment, but to starve and beat him at the same time is likely to prove fatal.”
(from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 529)
-----

Said an archbishop to the manager of the acting group, “Tell me, how is it that you actors hold the attention of your audience so vividly that you cause them to think of things imaginary as if they were real, while we of the church speak of things that are real but our congregations take them as imaginary?” The reason is plain,” answered the actor. “We actors speak of things imaginary as if they were real; while too many in the pulpit speak of things real as if they were imaginary.” It was said of one famous old preacher, “He showed us the fires of hell, and then he swept our souls up to the gates of heaven.” When you talk about Christ, you have to believe in the transforming power of the gospel if you expect to convince anyone of its power to save. (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 530)
-----

有一位年輕牧師在一個大學城牧會，由於恐怕會遭受到那些有教養、有學問會眾的批評而覺得很不安，去尋求他那聰明的老牧師爸爸的幫助。
他說， 「老爸、我覺得對於目前所服事的傳道事工有重大的缺陷；我如果引用地質學事證、有一位教科學的教授就坐在前面；我如果舉羅馬神話的實例、可能有另一位教授會針對一點小小的不精確跟我沒完沒了；我如果提到一些喜歡的英文文學相關的、我將會因面臨一位教授那個領域的專家學者而顫抖；我該如何是好？」
睿智的老年人說， 「不用氣餒，只要宣講福音；
他們大概對於這個懂得很少。」

A young minister in a college town was embarrassed by the thought of criticism from his cultured congregation. He sought counsel from his father, a wise old minister, saying, “Dad, I am handicapped in my ministry in the pulpit I am now serving. If I cite anything from geology, there is Prof. A, teacher of this science, right before me. If I use an illustration from Roman mythology, there is Prof. B ready to trip me up for any little inaccuracy. If I mention something in English literature that pleases me, I am cowered by the presence of the learned man that teaches that branch. What shall I do?” The sagacious old man replied, “Do not be discouraged; preach the gospel. They probably know very little of that.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 533)
-----

When the Rev. George Pentecost had finished a discourse in the city of Edinburgh, Horatius Bonar put his hand upon his shoulder and said, “You love to preach to men, don’t you?” and Dr. Pentecost answered, “Yes.” Then Mr. Bonar said, “Do you love the men you preach to?” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 511)
-----

One day as G. Campbell Morgan prayed, the Lord seemed to say to him, “Which do you want to be—a servant of mine or a great preacher?” Morgan replied, “May I not be both, Lord?” A spiritual struggle ensued as he thought, God may want me to be an unknown minister in an obscure place. Then Morgan submissively prayed, “O Lord, my greatest wish is to be a servant of Thine!” The Lord responded by making him one of the greatest preachers of his time. (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 512)
-----

A young preacher fresh from seminary went to the front as a chaplain. He announced to the soldiers that he would let them choose whether they wanted him to preach a sermon or tell them funny stories. A tall, blunt-speaking fellow arose and said, “If you have come three thousand miles to talk to a bunch of soldiers, some of whom are going into eternity within three days, and you don’t know whether to preach to them or tell them funny stories, I suspect you had just better go ahead and tell something funny.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 516)
-----

“How can I get crowds to attend my services?” asked a young preacher of John Wesley. Replied Wesley, “Get on fire and people will come out to see you burn.” It is pathetic that we have so many sleepy preachers and noiseless sermons. Henry Ward Beecher used to say, “If a man sleeps under my preaching, I do not send a boy to wake him up, but I feel that a boy had better come and wake me up.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 517)
-----

有一位年輕人剛剛成為一間大教堂的牧師，在一個會眾的歡迎會上、有一個愛說長道短的婦人用尖刻的語氣對他說， 「我真搞不懂你怎麼敢接受這麼一個要使七百位會眾都覺得滿意的工作。」 
神啟示他靈光一閃地回答，說， 「我來到這個城市不是要討七百人的喜歡，而是只討一位的喜悅；我如果能討得祂的喜悅就夠了。」

A young man had just become pastor of a large church. At a reception given him by his people, one of the gossips, a woman with a dangerous tongue, came up and said, “I do not understand how you dared attempt the task of pleasing seven hundred people.” Quick as a flash the Lord gave him the answer. He replied, “I did not come to this city to please seven hundred people. I have to please only One; and if I please Him, all will be well.”
(from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 519)
-----

An old deacon was once asked about the state of his church. He replied, “We are in sad straits; the church is slipping back, getting worse all the time; but, thank the Lord, none of the other churches in our neighborhood is doing any better.” (from Illustrations of Bible Truths # 115)
-----

“I once asked a minister how he had got through a certain service. He answered grimly:

“‘Well, bishop, the service was soothing, moving and satisfactory.’

“‘Yes,’ I said a little puzzled.

“‘Yes, exactly,’ said he. ‘It was soothing because over half the congregation went to sleep. It was moving because half of the other half left before I was through. And it must have been satisfactory, inasmuch as I wasn’t asked to come again.’”
(More Toasts, Gertrude Stein)
-----

The clergyman’s eloquence may have been at fault, still he felt annoyed to find that an old gentleman fell asleep during the sermon on two consecutive Sundays. So, after service on the second week, he told the boy who accompanied the sleeper that he wished to speak to him in the vestry.

“My boy,” said the minister, when they were closeted together, “who is that elderly gentleman you attend church with?”

“Grandpa,” was the reply.

“Well,” said the clergyman, “if you will only keep him awake during my sermon, I’ll give you a nickel each week.”

The boy fell in with the arrangement, and for the next two weeks the old gentleman listened attentively to the sermon. The third week, however, found him soundly asleep.

The vexed clergyman sent for the boy and said: “I am very angry with you. Your grandpa was asleep again today. Didn’t I promise you a nickel a week to keep him awake?”

“Yes,” replied the boy, “but grandpa now gives me a dime not to disturb him.”
(More Toasts, Gertrude Stein)
-----

An Episcopal rector and a Roman Catholic priest had neighboring churches and didn’t get along very well. After some time, however, they got together and decided to bury the hatchet.

“For, after all,” said he of the Episcopal faith, “we are both doing the Lord’s work.”

“That is true,” said the priest. “Let us therefore do his work to the best of our ability: you in your way,” concluded the priest, and then added with a twinkle, “and I in his!”
(More Toasts, Gertrude Stein)
-----

A clergyman was accustomed to use scientific terms which the people did not understand. A deputation waited on him with the request that in the future, whenever he used such terms, he would explain them.

On the following Sunday he used the word “hyperbole,” and added:

“As agreed on, I beg to explain this word. Were I to say that at this moment the whole of my congregation are sound asleep, it would be hyperbole; but if I say that one-half are asleep, that is not hyperbole, but the truth.” (More Toasts, Gertrude Stein)
-----

A woman approached the minister and thanked him for his sermon. “I found it so helpful,” she said. The minister replied: “I hope it will not prove as helpful as the last sermon you heard me preach.” “Why, what do you mean?” asked the astonished woman. “Well,” said the minister, “that sermon lasted you three months.”
-----

While the minister was speaking, a man fell asleep. The minister raised his voice and pounded the pulpit but the man would not wake up. Finally, the minister called to the deacon, “Go wake that man up.” The deacon replied, “Wake him up yourself. You put him to sleep!”
-----

一位牧師退休後搬到鄉下去享受人生，做他所喜歡的庭園工作，需要一台除草機，他前往鎮購買途中，看到一個賣二手除草機的廣告，他就停在屋子前面，一個年輕小夥子走出來接待他，牧師向他詢問除草機時，小夥子說它在房子的後面，然後帶牧師去看，機器在慢速時發出霹啪的聲音，牧師把速度加快且試除了幾行草，滿意且以美金25元成交。
當天，牧師正在拉著啟動的繩子時，小夥子騎著腳踏車過來偷看，看了幾分鐘後年輕人問道：「怎麼了？」
牧師說：「我無法啟動機器，你知道怎麼做嗎？」
孩子回答：「是啊!」
牧師叫道：「你告訴我你是怎麼啟動的？」
孩子回答：「你必須詛咒它」
牧師說：「你聽好，我是個牧師，即使我曾詛咒過，這麼多年我也已經忘了如何詛咒了」
年輕人慧詰的笑道：「牧師你繼續拉那條繩子，詛咒的能力會完全恢復的！」

A preacher retired and moved to the country to enjoy life and practice his hobby of yard work. Needing a lawn mower, he headed into town to buy one. On the way he saw a sign advertising a lawn mower for sale. He stopped at the house and a young lad came out to greet him. The preacher asked about the lawn mower and the kid said it was behind the house. The two went to look at the lawn mower. The engine was sputtering along at idle speed. The preacher increased the speed of the engine and mowed a few strips. Satisfied that the mower would do the job they settled on a price of $25.00.
Later in the day, the young lad was riding his bicycle when he spied the preacher pulling on the engine starter rope. The kid stopped and watched for a couple of minutes. He asked, “What’s wrong?” The reply came, “I can’t get this mower started. Do you know how?” The kid said, “Yep.” “Well, how do you do it? Tell me!”, the preacher yelled. The kid replied, “You have to cuss it.” The preacher rose up indignantly. “Now you listen here. I am a preacher and if I ever did cuss, not saying I have, I’ve forgotten how to do it after all these years.” With a wise look on his face well beyond his years, the kid said, “Preacher, you keep on pulling that rope and it’ll all come back to ya.”
-----

在幾乎所有宗教的宗派中，為了成為一個牧師或者一位傳道人，你的神學必須被測試。 你必須被檢驗確定，至少根據那個一點宗派的觀點，你在神學上是可靠的。 我知道有一個宗派會把候選人放在有經驗的傳道人和平信徒領袖面前，他們可以問任何神學上的問題，直到他們對候選人在神學上的可靠性滿意爲止．在這評審團當中有一位老傳道人，35年來他對每一位的候選人都問同樣的一個問題．他問候選人，「請看窗外好嗎？」候選人照做了．
「當你在窗外看到一個人時請告訴我．」
「我看到了一個人．」
「你認識這個人嗎？」
「先生，我不認識他．」
「很好，你能用神學的觀點描述那個人嗎？」
他問了這個問題35年，他發現答案不出兩大類型．第一類的人會說「那人是一個罪人，他需要上帝在耶穌基督裏拯救的能力．」第二類的人則說「不論這個人知不知道，他是神的孩子，被上帝的愛所擁抱，被上帝的恩典所環繞．」
老傳道人下了一個評論，「我認爲這兩种答案，從技術層面來説，都是正確的，但在我的經驗中，給第二种答案的傳道人有比較好的事奉，因爲他不僅看到人們的現在，且看到人們在上帝裏的未來．」恩慈是不只看人現在的狀態，而且在光照中看到上帝如何重建他們的生命．

In almost every religious tradition, in order to become a priest or a minister you have to be tested on your theology. You have to be examined to make sure, at least from that point of view of that tradition, that you’re theologically sound. I know one tradition that puts candidates for the ministry in front of veteran ministers and lay leaders, and they can ask as many theological questions as they want, until they’re satisfied that the candidate is theologically sound. There’s one old minister in this group who has asked the same question for 35 years to every single ministerial candidate. He says to the candidate, “Will you look out the window?”

The candidate does.

“Tell me when you see a person out the window.”

“I see one.”

“Do you know that person?”

“No, sir, I don’t.”

“Good. Would you describe that person theologically?” He’s been asking that question for 35 years and he says that he has found that the answers tend to fall in one of two categories. Either they say “That person is a sinner in need of the saving power of God in Jesus Christ,” or they say, “Whether that person knows it or not, that person is a child of God, embraced by the love of God, surrounded by the grace of God.”

The old minister commented, “I suppose both of those answers, technically speaking, are correct, but it has been my experience that the ministers who give the second answer make the better ministers because they see people not just as they are, but as they will be in the future of God.” Kindness is the refusal to see people only in the present tense, but to see them in light of what God is doing to recreate their lives. (Thomas Long) http://www.30goodminutes.org/csec/sermon/long_4018.htm
-----

三個牧師聚在一起用晚餐。
第一個牧師說「你們知道嗎，從這個暑假開始我郵件麻煩事就是教會有老鼠。我已經試了很多的方法、噪音、噴劑、貓，但似乎就是嚇不走牠們。」
第二個牧師接著說：「是的，我也是，我也有幾百隻在教會的地下室，我放了補鼠器甚至找專家來滅鼠，但還趕不走牠們！」
第三位牧師滿臉笑容的說：「我也有過這樣的問題，所以我為所有的老鼠施洗同時將牠們變為教會的會友…從那時開始就沒有一隻回來過！！！」

Three Pastors were having lunch together at a diner. The first Pastor said, “Ya know, since summer started I’ve been having trouble with mice in my church. I’ve tried everything--noise, spray, cats--nothing seems to scare them away. The second Pastor then said “Yea, me too. I’ve got hundreds living in the basement of the church. I’ve set traps and even called an expert to get rid of them, yet they still won’t go away.” With a on his face, the third Pastor said, “I had the same problem so I baptized all mine and made them members of the church... Haven’t seen one back since!!!”
-----

Things you never hear in church..............
1. Hey! It’s my turn to sit in the front pew.
2. I was so enthralled, I never noticed your sermon went 25 minutes over time.
3. Personally I find witnessing much more enjoyable than golf.
4. I’ve decided to give our church the $500 a month I used to send to TV evangelists.
5. I volunteer to be the permanent teacher for the Junior High Sunday School class.
6. Forget the denominational minimum salary, let’s pay our pastor so he/she can live like we do.
7. I love it when we sing hymns I’ve never heard before!
8. Since we’re all here, let’s start the service early.
9. Pastor, we’d like to send you to this Bible seminar in the Bahamas.
10. Nothing inspires me and strengthens my commitment like our annual stewardship campaign!
11. I couldn’t find space to park outside. Praise God!
-----

For the umpteenth time Mrs. Youngston came to her pastor to tell him, “I’m so scared! Joe says he’s going to kill me if I continue to come to your church.”
“Yes, yes, my child,” replied the pastor, more than a little tired of hearing this over and over. “I will continue to pray for you, Mrs. Youngston. Have faith - the Lord will watch over you.”
“Oh yes, he has kept me safe thus far, only.....”
“Only what, my child?”
“Well, now he says if I keep coming to your church, he’s going to kill YOU!”
“Well, now,” said the pastor, “Perhaps it’s time to check out that little church on the other side of town.”
-----

Charlie was a regular visitor at the racetrack. One afternoon he noticed an unusual sight. Right before the first race, a Catholic Priest visited one of the horses in the stable area and gave it a blessing. Charlie watched the horse race very carefully, and, sure enough, the blessed horse came in first.
Charlie followed the Priest before the next race. Again, the Priest went to the stables and blessed another horse. Charlie quickly put two dollars on that horse and won close to fifty bucks! The Priest kept blessing horses and Charlie kept betting on them and they won!
The last race of the day was the biggest and Charlie saw the Priest with that horse, also! He quickly went to his bank and withdrew his life’s savings of $20,000, went back to the racetrack and put it all on that horse!
He watched the race in certain anticipation of leaving a millionaire. The horse was last to cross the line and Charlie was dead broke! He couldn’t believe what happened so he went looking for the Priest.
He found the man and asked, “What happened to that last horse you blessed? Because your blessing didn’t work, I’ve lost all of my money!”
The Priest said “That’s the trouble with you Protestants, you can’t tell the difference between a blessing and the Last Rites!”
-----

一位年輕的傳道人申請牧師職位正接受該教堂董事會成員面談。在這董事中有一位勤奮的愛爾蘭人看著這位應徵的年輕傳道人並且問他說：年青人，上帝派你到我們這裡來嗎？ 他回答，嗯，我不知道是否上帝派我來這裡。 我試圖尋求上帝的心意並且查明你們是否要我成為你們的下一任牧師。
另一個董事會成員又問說：年青人，上帝派你到我們這裡嗎？年輕的傳道人有點無話可說，隔了些時候他說：我衹是經過l順便停留拜訪董事會而已。
董事會成員再次打斷並且說：年青人，上帝派你到我們這裡嗎？最後，年青的傳道人鼓足勇氣並且說，嗯我猜測上帝並沒有派我到這裡。我衹是順便來看看是否我們能一起同工。
一位董事會資深成員倒坐在他的位子並且說，那很好。前四位來應徵的都說上帝派他們來，我們祇找他們的麻煩其他並沒有什麼給他們。

A young minister was being interviewed by a church board for the position of pastor. One hard-working Irishman who was on the board looked at the young man sternly and asked, “Young man, did God send you here?” He replied, “Well, I don’t know if God sent me here. I am trying to find the will of God and find out if you would like me for your next pastor.”

The board member replied, “Young man, did God send you here?” The young minister was somewhat at a loss for words and came back again, “Well I just stopped by to talk with the board...”

The board member interrupted again and said, “Young man, did God send you here?” Finally, he screwed up his courage and said, “Well I guess God didn’t send me here. I just stopped by to see about whether we could get together.”

The old board member leaned back in his seat and said, “That’s good. The last four said that God had sent them, and we have nothing but trouble with all four of them.”
-----

A story is told about a man who was on a luxury liner and suddenly he falls overboard. He can’t swim and in desperation he begins calling for help. Now it just so happens that there several would be rescuers on deck who witnessed the incident. The first man was a MORALIST. When he saw the man fall overboard he immediately reached into his briefcase and pulled out a book on how to swim. He now tossed it to him and he yelled: “Now brother, you read that and just follow the instructions and you will be all right.”

The man next to him happened to be an IDEALIST. When he saw the man fall overboard he immediately jumped into the water and began swimming all around the drowning man saying: “Now just watch me swim. Do as I do and you will be all right.”

The person next to him happened to be a member of the INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH. He looked upon the drowning man’s plight with deep concern. He yelled out: “Now, just hold on friend. Help is on the way. We are going to establish a committee and dialogue your problem. And then, if we have come up with the proper financing, we will resolve your dilemma.”

The next man on the deck happened to be a representative of the school of POSITIVE THINKING. He yelled out to the drowning man: “Friend, this situation is not nearly as bad as you think. Think dry!”

The next man on board happened to be a REVIVALIST. By this time the drowning man was going down for the third time and desperately began waving his arm. Seeing that, the revivalist yelled out: “Yes brother, I see that hand, is there another? Is there another?”

And finally, the last man on deck was a REALIST. He immediately plunged into the water, at the risk of his own life, and pulled the victim to safety.
-----

The story is told of a preacher in Vermont who was running into some difficulty with his congregation over the strident nature of his sermons. He had lambasted the lack of racial diversity in the town, the high property taxes, the insensitivity of the merchants, and the lack of caring present in family relationships. This was too much, so an ad hoc committee was quickly assembled to meet with the young man to “set him straight.” The gathering took place in the church parlor right after worship.

The chair began, “Preacher, we are a little worried about the effect your preaching is having on the congregation. When you rail against materialism, the bankers and the merchants find that hard to take. And when you talk against the television preachers pursuing religion for profit, a lot of our folks send money to those people. And when you start talking about family values, why, a lot of our people are busy and commute to Boston and can’t just communicate with their children like you envision. And, heck, you make us feel bad about being white and wealthy. Can’t you find something else to preach about?”

Totally exasperated, the preacher asked: “Well, what do you people suggest I preach about?” From the back of the room came a clear voice: “Why don’t you preach about the communists?” “But we don’t have any communists in our town, in Vermont,” he answered. “Exactly. Preach about them!” Harold C. Warlick, Jr., LIGHT IN THE LAND OF SHADOWS, CSS Publishing Company, Lima, Ohio, 1996.
-----

Several years ago a reader of the British Weekly wrote a letter to the editor as follows:
“Dear Sir! I notice that ministers seem to set a great deal of importance on their sermons and spend a great deal of time in preparing them. I have been attending services quite regularly for the past thirty years and during that time, if I estimate correctly. I have listened to no less than three thousand sermons. But, to my consternation, I discover I cannot remember a single one of them. I wonder if a minister’s time might be more profitably spent on something else? Sincerely...”

The letter kicked up quite an editorial storm of angry responses for weeks. The pros and cons of sermons were tossed back and forth until, finally, one letter ended the debate. This letter said: “My dear Sir: I have been married for thirty years. During that time I have eaten 32,850 meals - mostly of my mom’s cooking. Suddenly I have discovered that I cannot remember the menu of a single meal. And yet, I received nourishment from every one of them. I have the distinct impression that without them, I would have starved to death along time ago.

Sincerely...”
-----

你上教堂嗎？ 當然我們去。
像我們的同儕的其他人一樣。
除了在那太熱，或者太冷，或者太潮濕的那幾天。
然後當然在夏季，
僅僅為了保持他們達到出席水平，
我們每個星期日帶那些孩子，
乘坐汽車去兜兜風。
有時在春天和秋季，我也會讓自己在禮拜天請個假。
漫步於鄉村俱樂部，
打打高爾夫球。
但是其他的星期日，
你將在我們的教堂座位中找到我們
因為我們總是去教堂
這是當我們沒有什麼事情可做的時候。

Attend a church? Of course we do.
Like others in our set.
Except on days that seem to be
Too hot, or cold, or wet.
And then of course in summer
Just to keep them up to par
We take the kids on Sundays
For a joy ride in the car.
Sometimes, too, in spring and fall
I take a Sunday off
And hike me to the country club
To have a game of golf.
But all other Sundays
You will find us in our pew
For we always go to church
When we’ve nothing else to do.
-----

新牧師和他的前任握手並且收到辦公室的鑰匙。新牧師的監督對他說：我在書桌裡為你留下3 個信封。只有在碰到嚴重問題時才能打開他們。

在6 個月之後因為教堂的預算無法編列，他碰到第一個問題。因此年輕的牧師打開第一個信封。裡面提到說：修改教會法規。他照著做了。

6 個月以後他在崇拜的服事革新方案上，又受到教堂董事會的攔阻反對。於是 他打開第2 個信封。信封中提到：更換你的人員，他也照樣做了。

The new pastor shook hands with his predecessor and received the keys to the office. The departing minister said, “I’m leaving you three envelopes in the desk. Open them only if you’re in serious trouble.”

After six months the church wasn’t making budget, so the young pastor opened the first envelope. It said, “Change the constitution.” So he did.

Six months later he faced a rebellion on the church board over his innovation in the worship services. He opened the second envelope. It said, “Change your staff.” So he did.

Six months later, attendance was down by half. In desperation he opened the last envelope, which said, “Prepare three letters for your successor.” (Robert Moeller, Leadership Summer 1992)
-----

First Member: I thought the sermon was divine. It reminded me of the peace of God. It passed all understanding.

Second Member: It reminded me of the mercies of God. I thought it would endure forever.
-----

A man is struck by a bus on a busy street in New York City. He lies dying on the sidewalk as a crowd of spectators gathers around. “A priest. Somebody, get me a priest!” the man gasps. A policeman checks the crowd – no priest, minister or man of God was present (or in sight). “A priest, please!” the dying man says again.

Then out of the crowd steps a little old Jewish man of at least eighty years of age. “Mr. Policeman,” says the man. “I’m not a priest. I’m not even a Catholic. But for fifty years now I’m living behind St. Elizabeth Catholic Church on First Avenue, and every night I listen to the Catholic litany. So maybe I can be of some comfort to this poor dying man.” The policeman agreed and brought the old man over to where the dying man lay. The old man kneels down, leans over to the injured and says in a solemn voice: “B-4. I-19. N-38. G-54. O-72. BINGO!’
-----

有一個故事說：有一個牧師某天在搭一個木棚架來支持正在爬的藤。
當他敲打時，他看到一個小男孩正在看他。這位男孩沒有說話，所以牧師繼續工作，思想小伙子馬上會走。但男孩沒有這樣做。最後，牧師問道：「小子，你是想學一些園藝技巧嗎？」 ，他回答說 「沒有 ，我只是想等著聽一個牧師當他用榔頭打到手指頭時會罵什麼。 」

There is a story about a pastor who was building a wooden trellis to support a climbing vine। As he pounded away, he saw that a little boy was watching him. The youngster didn’t say a word, so the pastor kept on working, thinking the lad would just leave. But he didn’t. Finally the pastor asked, “Well, son, are you trying to pick up some pointers on gardening?” “No,” he replied, “I’m just waiting to hear what a preacher says when he hits his thumb with a hammer.”
-----

Your Pastor and mine
If he is young, he lacks experience; if his hair is grey, he is too old; if he has five or six children, he has too many; if he has none,
he is setting a bad example. If his wife sings in the choir, she is being forward; if she does not, she is not interested in her husband’s work.
If he speaks from notes, he has canned sermons and is dry; if he is extemporaneous, he is not deep. If he spends too much time in his study, he neglects his people; if he is visible, he is a gadabout. If he is attentive to the poor, he is playing to the grandstand; if to the wealthy, he is trying
to be an aristocrat.
If he suggests improvements for the church, he is a dictator; if he makes no suggestion, he is a figurehead. If he uses too many illustrations, he neglects the bible; if not enough, he is not clear.
If he condemns wrong, he is cranky; if he does not, he is a compromiser. If he preaches the truth, he is offensive; if not , he is a hypocrite. If he preaches an hour; he is windy; if less, he is lazy.
If he fails to please everybody; he is hurting the church; if he does please everybody, he has no convictions. If he preaches tithing, he is a money grabber; if he does not, he is failing to develop his people.
If he receives a large salary, he is mercenary; if a small salary, it proves he is not worth much. If he preaches all the time, the people get tired of hearing one man; if he invites guests preachers, he is shirking responsibility.
SO WHAT! They say the preacher has an easy time.
-----

小女孩首次來到教堂。當她與她的父母離開時，牧師問她是否喜歡聚會。
「我喜歡這裡的音樂」 她回答說，「但是廣告太長了。」

The little girl went to church for the first time. As she was leaving with her parents, the minister asked how she had liked church.” I liked the music,” she replied, “but the commercial was too long.”
-----

WHERE ARE OUR PRIORITIES?
Funny how a $20 bill looks so big when we take it to church and so small when we take it to the store.
Funny how big an hour serving GOD looks and how small 60 minutes are when spent playing golf, fishing, etc.
Funny how laborious it is to read a chapter in the Bible and how easy it is to read 3,000 pages of a best selling novel.
Funny how we believe what newspapers say but question what the Bible says.
Funny how we can’t think of anything to say when we pray and don’t have any difficulty thinking of things to talk to about to a friend.
Funny how we need 2 or 3 weeks to fit a church event into our schedule, but can adjust it for a social event at the last minute.
Funny how folks want to sit on the front row at a ball game or concert, but scramble to get a back seat at church services.
Funny how difficult to memorize scripture to share the simple gospel Message but how easy to hear and repeat gossip.
-----

健康公告
手持這張紙靠近你的鼻子，深吸一口氣。
如果紙變綠，你需要看醫生。
如果它會變成藍色，請見您的牙醫。
如果變成紅色，請見您的銀行經理。
如果變成黑色的，你需要檢查你的遺囑，所以立即去見您的律師。

然而，如果它不改變顏色，那麼就沒有什麼問題，所以，你沒有理由下週不再來教堂。

Bulletin Health
Hold this paper close to your nose and breath deeply.

If the sheet turns green, you need to see a doctor.
If it turns blue, see your dentist.
If it turns red, see your bank manager.
If it turns black, you need to check your will so see your lawyer immediately.

If, however, it does not change color, then there is nothing wrong with you and so there is no reason why you should not be in church again next week.
-----

A group of women were talking together. One woman said, “Our congregation is sometimes down to 30 or 40 on a Sunday.”

Another said, “That’s nothing. Sometimes our congregation is down to six or seven.”

A maiden lady in her seventies added her bit, “Why, it’s so bad in our church on Sundays that when the minister says ‘dearly beloved,’ it makes me blush.”
-----

一個小鎮有4 個教會分別是長老會，衛理公會，天主教徒和浸信會。
全部4 間教堂都有一個嚴重的松鼠問題。每間教堂都開了會，決定用他們自己的方法去處理松鼠的問題。
那些長老會教友的決定是，因那些松鼠是上天注定派他們在教堂裡的，他們只好與他們同住。
那些衛理公會教徒決定他們應該在查理斯‧韋斯利的風格裡寬宏大量的處理松鼠。 他們仁慈、小心翼翼的捕捉這些松鼠‧並且在城的邊緣一個公園中釋放他們。在3天內，這些松鼠全部又回到教堂中。
那些天主教徒也仁慈的捕捉這些松鼠，並且試圖教他們哪個當然教不會的節奏方法。
那些浸信會教友有最好的解決辦法。他們開會投票通過，決定松鼠成為他們的會員。現在他們只在耶誕節和復活節出現。

A small town had four churches Presbyterian, Methodist, Catholic and Baptist.
All four had a serious problem with squirrels in the church. Each church in its own fashion had a meeting to deal with the problem.
The Presbyterians decided that it was predestined that squirrels be in the church and that they would just have to live with them.
The Methodists decided they should deal with the squirrels lovingly in the style of Charles Wesley. They humanely trapped them and released them in a park at the edge of town. Within 3 days, they were all back in the church.
The Catholics also humanely trapped them and attempted to teach them the “rhythm” method which of course did not work.
The Baptists had the best solution. They voted the squirrels in as members. Now they only see them at Christmas and Easter.
-----

為了您的安全起見
- 不要乘坐汽車： 20％的致命意外由汽車引起的。
- 不要留在家：17％的意外事故發生在家裡。
- 不要走在街上或人行道：14％的意外事故發生在行人身上。
- 不要搭乘飛機，火車，或船：16％的意外事故發生於此。
- 只有0.001％的死亡發生在教堂禮拜，而些這些都與先前已有的病痛有關。
所以，在任何時刻，最安全的地方就是教堂內。 [查經班更安全，它的百分比更少。]
去教堂！它可以挽救你的生命！

For Safety’s Sake
- Do NOT ride in automobiles: they cause 20% of all fatal accidents.
- Do NOT stay home: 17% of all accidents do occur in the home.
- Do NOT walk on the streets or sidewalks: 14% of all accidents happen to pedestrians.
- Do NOT travel by air, rail, or water: 16% of all accidents happen on these.
- Only .001% of all deaths occur in worship services in church, and these are related to previous physical disorders.
Hence, the safest place for you to be at any time is church. [Bible study is safe, too. The percentage there is even less.]
Go to church! IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!
-----

Just before the beginning of the Sunday service at Saint Bartholomew’s on Fifth Avenue, New York City, a man wearing a large hat was discovered sitting in the front row. An usher moved to his pew, leaned in, and discreetly asked him to remove his hat. The man replied that he would not. The head usher was then summoned, made the same request, and received the same answer. About that time the president of the women of the parish arrived and was asked to assist. She had the same dismal result. Finally, with only two minutes remaining before the opening hymn, the senior warden of the parish was summoned. He tiptoed up beside the man and tried to seize the hat, but the man nimbly dodged and there was no time for further attempts.
As the opening hymn began and the procession entered the church the man stood, removed his hat and did not put it on again.
At the conclusion of the service, the four frustrated people waited for the man at the rear of the church. The senior warden approached him and said, “Sir, about the hat: perhaps you don’t understand, but in our church men do not wear hats at worship.” The man replied, “Oh but I do understand. I’ve been part of this denomination all my life. As a matter of fact, I’ve been coming to this church regularly for two years and I’ve never met a soul. But this morning I’ve met an usher, the head usher, the president of the church women, and the senior warden.”
-----

一位年輕的牧師正在一個教會牧會，但是每個星期天在聚會後，都有一人
不斷的講負面的東西。不論牧師談什麼話題，這名男子一直批評他。
一個星期天這個人說，「這是我聽過最差勁的講道。」
第二個星期天，那人又來了，跟大家說：「你看看那個叫佈道嗎？」
第三個星期日，他又叫：「這是我聽過最無聊的講道。」
牧師生氣的去找了長老們抱怨：「各位，這個人每個禮拜對我的信息都有批評」 。
其中一位說：「哦不用理他。他有神經毛病，他只會重複他聽別人講過的話」

A young preacher was working with a congregation at which one man, every Sunday, would have something negative to say. It didn't matter what the preacher spoke on, this man always criticized it.
One Sunday he said, “That's about the sorriest sermon I ever heard.”

The next Sunday the man came by and said, “Do you call that a sermon?”

The third Sunday he said, “That is about the nearest nothing sermon I think I ever heard.”

The preacher got so upset that he went to the elders and said, “Gentlemen, every Sunday this man has some negative comment to make about my preaching.”

One of them said, “Oh, don't pay any attention to him.
He's just a half-wit. All he can say is what he repeats from other people...”
-----

Dear Pastor:

You often stress attendance at worship as being very important for a Christian, but I think a person has a right to miss now and then. I think every person ought to be excused for the following reasons and the number of times indicated:
Christmas (Sunday before or after)
New Year (Party lasted too long)
Easter (Get away for holidays)
July 4 (National holiday)
Labor Day (Need to get away)
Memorial Day (Visit hometown)
School Closing (Kids need break)
School Opens (One last fling)
Family Reunions (Mine & wife’s)
Sleep late (Saturday night activities)
Deaths in Family
Anniversary (Second honeymoon)
Sickness (One per family member)
Business Trips (A must)
Vacation (Three weeks)
Bad Weather (Ice, snow, rain, clouds)
Ball games
Unexpected Company (Can’t walk out)
Time changes (Spring ahead; fall back)
Special on TV (Super Bowl, etc.)
Pastor, that leaves only two Sundays per year. So, you can count on us to be in church on the fourth Sunday in February and the third Sunday in August unless providentially hindered.

Sincerely,
A Faithful Member
-----

在最近一個跨教派的會議中，一位秘書突然衝進高喊著：「大樓著火了！」 
隨後：
衛理公會的人聚在角落裡禱告。
浸信會的人叫道：「水在哪裡？」
貴格會的人悄悄地稱讚上帝藉著大火所帶來的祝福。
路德會的人張貼公告，宣布火的邪惡。
天主教徒收奉獻來彌補火災的損失。
猶太人在大門上張貼符號，希望大火不會進入。
原教旨主義者宣稱，「這是上帝的報復！」
聖公會的人形成了遊行，大步走了出來。
科學教的得出結論認為：沒有火災發生。
長老會的人任命一名主席來成立一個委員會調查此事，並提交書面報告。
最後秘書抓起滅火器將火撲滅。

FIRE!
During a recent ecumenical gathering, a secretary rushed in shouting, “The building is on fire!”
The Methodists gathered in the corner and prayed.
The Baptists cried, “Where is the water?”
The Quakers quietly praised God for the blessings that the fire brings.
The Lutherans posted a notice on the door declaring the fire evil.
The Roman Catholics passed the plate to cover the damage.
The Jews posted symbols on the doors hoping the fire would pass.
The fundamentalist proclaimed, “It’s the vengeance of God!”
The Episcopalians formed a procession and marched out.
The Christian Scientists concluded that there was no fire.
The Presbyterians appointed a chairperson who was to appoint a committee to look into the matter and submit a written report.
The secretary grabbed the fire extinguisher and put the fire out.
-----

Good News/Bad News for Ministers
Good News: You baptized seven people today in the river.
Bad News: You lost two of them in the swift current.
Good News: The Women’s Guild voted to send you a get-well card.
Bad News: The vote passed by 31-30.
Good News: The Elder Board accepted your job description the way you wrote it.
Bad News: They were so inspired by it, they also formed a search committee to find somebody capable of filling the position.
Good News: You finally found a choir director who approaches things exactly the same way you do.
Bad News: The choir mutinied.
Good News: Mrs. Jones is wild about your sermons.
Bad News: Mrs. Jones is also wild about the “Gong Show,” “Beavis and Butthead” and “Texas Chain Saw Massacre.”
Good News: Your women’s softball team finally won a game.
Bad News: They beat your men’s softball team.
Good News: The trustees finally voted to add more church parking.
Bad News: They are going to blacktop the front lawn of your parsonage.
Good News: Church attendance rose dramatically the last three weeks.
Bad News: You were on vacation.
Good News: Your deacons want to send you to the Holy Land.
Bad News: They are stalling until the next war.
Good News: Your biggest critic just left your church.
Bad News: He has been appointed the Head Bishop of your denomination.
Good News: The youth in your church come to your house for a surprise visit.
Bad News: It’s in the middle of the night and they are armed with toilet paper and shaving cream to “decorate” your house.
-----

The results of a computerized survey indicate the perfect minister preaches exactly fifteen minutes. He condemns sins but never upsets anyone. He works from 8:00 AM until midnight and is also a janitor. He makes $50 a week, wears good clothes, buys good books, drives a good car, and gives about $50 weekly to the poor. He is 28 years old and has preached 30 years. He has a burning desire to work with teenagers and spends all of his time with senior citizens. The perfect minister smiles all the time with a straight face because he has a sense of humor that keeps him seriously dedicated to his work. He makes 15 calls daily on congregation families, shut-ins and the hospitalized, and is always in his office when needed.
If your minister does not measure up, simply send this letter to six other churches that are tired of their minister, too. Then bundle up your minister and send him to the church on the top of the list. In one week, you will receive 1,643 ministers and one of them will be perfect. Have faith in this procedure.
-----

一個主日的早上，一位老牛仔來到一間教堂剛好趕上崇拜聚會。雖然他和衣著看起來都很乾淨，卻穿著牛仔褲、棉布襯衫和老舊長筒靴 、頭上戴著一頂舊帽子、手上拿著一本舊聖經。

這間教堂位於城市的高級社區、是這位老牛仔從未看過的那麼漂亮的教堂。會眾也看起來都像是上流人士、穿著昂貴衣著。老牛仔找了個位置一坐下來，其他人卻挪移開他、沒有人問候他、和他講話歡迎他，會眾們沒有隱藏他們對於老牛仔外表的驚訝。牧師在冗長的證道中強調教會需要多少款項來作神的工。

當老牛仔將要離開教堂時，牧師過去和他打招呼請他幫個忙、說，「下次你來教堂之前、請和神談一下問祂應該穿什麼衣著來參加崇拜。「老牛仔保証他會照辦。

下一個主日，老牛仔穿著相同的襤褸的牛仔衣著又回到這間教堂，同樣地會眾迴避著他、忽視他； 牧師過來跟他說， 「我想我曾經請你和神談一下、」
老牛仔回答，「我有和神談過了」
牧師問，「那麼神說應該穿什麼衣著來這裡參加崇拜呢？」
老牛仔回答，「牧師、祂說祂沒有任何的線索來提示我該穿什麼衣著，
因為祂從未來過這間教堂。」

One Sunday an old cowboy entered a church just before services were to begin.

Although the old man and his clothes were clean, he wore jeans, a denim shirt and boots that were very worn. He carried a worn out old hat and an equally worn out Bible.

The church was in a very upscale part of the city, the largest and most beautiful church the old cowboy had ever seen. The people of the congregation were likewise upscale, dressed with the most expensive of clothes.

As the cowboy took a seat, the others moved away from him. No one greeted, spoke to, or welcomed him. They were appalled at his appearance and didn’t attempt to hide it. The preacher gave a long sermon and a lecture on how much money the church needed to do God’s work.

As the old cowboy was leaving the church, the preacher approached him and asked the cowboy to do him a favor. “Before you come back, have a talk with God and ask him what He thinks would be appropriate attire for worship.” The old cowboy assured the preacher he would.

The next Sunday, he returned to the same church wearing the same ragged jeans. Again, the congregation shunned and ignored him. Again, the preacher approached him and said, “I thought I asked you to speak to God”.... “

“I did,” replied the old cowboy.

“What exactly did God say was the proper attire for worshiping here?” asked the preacher.

“Well, sir, God told me that He didn’t have a clue what I should wear. He says He’s never been in this church.”
----

奧馬利神父被邀請參加民主黨的聚會，來表明上帝是在他們當中。
到場時，他發現自己坐在一個不信者的旁邊。

「神父，我希望你能原諒我這樣講���」 這個人開口說，「我從來不去教會。」

「為什麼不呢？」 神父問。

「坦白地說 ，我之所以不去，是因為那裡有那麼多偽君子。」

「這不應該讓你避開」 神父和藹地微笑著。 「總有空間多加一個人。」

Father O’Malley, who had been invited to show that God was on the side of the Democratic Party, found himself sitting next to a disbeliever.

“I hope you’ll forgive me for saying so, Father,” said the miscreant, opening up a conversation, “but I never go to church.”

“Why not?” asked the priest.

“Frankly, sir, the reason I don’t go is because there are so many hypocrites there.”

“That shouldn’t keep you away,” retorted the good Father, smiling blandly. “There’s always room for one more.”
-----

The Ideal Pastor
The ideal pastor is difficult to find. But if your church is fortunate, you may be able to secure his services. Since he is the ideal pastor, it won’t cost very much - he lives by faith. Yet he can be counted upon to tithe heavily and still be able to afford a large house in which he will regularly entertain the entire congregation.

He loves the older folks of the church, visiting them regularly. Besides this, he spends all of his time with the young people. The glow on his face reveals his secret. He’s spent many hours on his knees before God. However, he’s always available to anyone who drops by for a friendly chat. What’s a half-hour out of his schedule since he only works on Sunday anyway.

The ideal pastor loves to disciple new converts and gives full-time attention to calling on the elderly, ill, and shut-in. He has a model family, is always in the church office when you call and is busy at the hospital, just looking for a soul to comfort. He would never miss a church function, and attends every function sponsored by the ministerial association. In addition, he meets all his neighbors and civic leaders within the community and wins their hearts too.

The ideal pastor has a worldwide ministry through television, radio, tapes, and books and he travels extensively preaching the Word. He still has time, however, to listen to everyone’s problems and wants to be updated on the progress of your bunions and backaches.

The ideal pastor is only 29 and has been preaching 30 years. He preaches sermons that win the hearts of the lost and inspire the minds of the mature. He produces miracles like Smith Wigglesworth, teaches faith like Kenneth Hagin, evangelizes like Billy Graham, has the eloquence of Spurgeon and the fervor of Moody. Yet he is so profoundly simple that even preschoolers are blessed. Teenagers take notes on his sermons.

The ideal pastor comprehends the complexity of church finances, has mastery of the church budget, and never talks about money. He is a strong believer in holiness and church discipline and never speaks a stern word to anyone.

The ideal pastor is easily spotted. Just look for the man dressed in the latest style suit and color coordinated outfit. He found it at the bottom of the missionary barrel, but knows how important it is to impress well-to-do newcomers with clothes that say “success” and “achievement.”

The ideal pastor is tall, short, lean, and husky, with brown hair and blond hair. He has a deep, resonant voice which, because it is quietly loud, pleases everyone and is audible to the hard of hearing. He can sing, lead music, and delegates authority to everyone. Besides this, he helps each layman and does all the things other people are too busy to do. In short, he keeps the entire church and each family running smoothly.

You are probably sure by now that you don’t have the ideal pastor. Take heart! You can easily re-shape your present pastor. He should listen to what you say, after all, he is God’s servant.

On the other hand, if you happen to have the ideal pastor, just wait a little while and you won’t. He’ll be confined to a room at the hospital.

There is an alternative: love the pastor you do have and pray for him. You prayed, God answered, and now you have him - at least until he finds the ideal church full of ideal church members.

(Modified slightly from The Evangelical Beacon, magazine of the Evangelical Free Church of America, copyright 1984)
-----

一位年輕的牧師剛剛向會眾宣布，因他已接受別處的呼招，需要在此辭職。聚會後他照慣例站在門旁道別會友們，一個老婦人走近他，她的眼睛充滿了淚水。老婦人抽泣著說：「哦，牧師，我很遺憾你已經決定離開。這裡將不會像過去一樣了」。��年輕人有些受寵若驚，但同樣的����把婦人的雙手握住，並用最善意回答說 「親愛的夫人，上帝保佑妳 ，我相信上帝會給這教會的新牧師，甚至比我更好」她強忍抽泣的回答 「他們都是這麼說的，但是一個還是比一個糟」。

The young preacher had just announced to his congregation that he was requesting the dissolution of the pastoral relationship in order to accept another call. He was standing at the door after the service and greeting people, as preachers are wont to do, when one of the elderly saints approached him, her eyes swimming with tears. She sobbed, “Oh, pastor, I’m so sorry you’ve decided to leave. Things will never be the same again.” The young man was flattered, but was equal to the situation and took her hands in his and most benevolently replied, “Bless you, dear lady, but I’m sure that God will send you a new pastor even better than I.” She choked back a sob and was heard to say, “That’s what they all say, but they keep getting worse and worse.”
-----

The church was bowed in grief this week to learn that one of our most valuable members, Someone Else, passed away. This death creates a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Someone Else has been with us for many years, he did far more that a normal person’s share of the work. Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s mind: “Let Someone Else Do It!” Someone Else was also among the largest givers of the chruch. Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed that Someone Else would make up the difference. This beloved church member was a wonderful person, sometims appearing super-human but a person can only do so much. Everybody expected to much from Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone. Who will pitch in to do the things that Someone Else did? If you are asked to take a job in the church, we hope you won’t reply, “Let Someone Else Do It!” Now we need you to pick up where Someone Else left off!
-----

Several centuries ago in a mountain village in Europe, a wealthy nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his townspeople। He made a good decision. He decided to build them a church. No one was permitted to see the plans or the inside of the church until it was finished. At its grand opening, the people gathered and marveled at the beauty of the new church.

Everything had been thought of and included. It was a masterpiece.

But then someone said, “Wait a minute! Where are the lamps? It is really quite dark in here। How will the church be lighted?” The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls, and then he gave each family a lamp, which they were to bring with them each time they came to worship. “Each time you are here’“ the nobleman said, “the place where you are seated will be lighted. Each time you are not here, that place will be dark. This is to remind you that whenever you fail to come to church, some part of God’s house will be dark”
-----

主日學老師在上教堂的途中問孩子們，「有人知道為什麼在教會聚會時需要安靜嗎？」 一個聰明的小女孩回答說：「因為大家都在睡覺。」

A Sunday school teacher asked her little children, as they were on the way to church service, “And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” One bright little girl replied, “Because people are sleeping.”
-----

三個牧師聚在一起用晚餐。
第一個牧師說「你們知道嗎，從這個暑假開始我郵件麻煩事就是教會有老鼠。我已經試了很多的方法、噪音、噴劑、貓，但似乎就是嚇不走牠們。」
第二個牧師接著說：「是的，我也是，我也有幾百隻在教會的地下室，我放了補鼠器甚至找專家來滅鼠，但還趕不走牠們！」
第三位牧師滿臉笑容的說：「我也有過這樣的問題，所以我為所有的老鼠施洗同時將牠們變為教會的會友…從那時開始就沒有一隻回來過！！！」

Three Pastors were having lunch together at a diner. The first Pastor said, “Ya know, since summer started I’ve been having trouble with mice in my church. I’ve tried everything--noise, spray, cats--nothing seems to scare them away. The second Pastor then said “Yea, me too. I’ve got hundreds living in the basement of the church. I’ve set traps and even called an expert to get rid of them, yet they still won’t go away.” With a on his face, the third Pastor said, “I had the same problem so I baptized all mine and made them members of the church... Haven’t seen one back since!!!”
-----

主日崇拜以後，小明忽然對母親宣布﹕『媽，我已經決定長大以後要當牧師。』

『當牧師很好呵，』媽媽說﹕『不過你為什麼決定要當牧師呢？』

小明回答說﹕『反正我星期日必須上教會。與其坐著聽訓，還不如站在上面訓別人比較過癮。』

After church on Sunday morning, Little Johnny suddenly announced to his mother, “Mom, I’ve decided I’m going to be a minister when I grow up.

“That’s okay with us,” the mother said, “But what made you decide to be a minister?”

“Well,” Little Johnny replied, “I’ll have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to stand up and yell than to sit still and get yelled at.”
-----

週日的講道冗長且沉悶，特別對於一個六歲的男孩而言，他好不容易才撐過去。

「牧師在週間做什麼呢？」在回家的路上，男孩問他的父親。

「噢，」父親回答，「他有很多事情要做。他整週都要與有困難的人協談，他要探訪有病通的人，主持葬禮和婚禮，寫教會的佈告。然後就是准備他的週日的證道，一項很困難的工作。」

「很困難的工作？證道？」

「是的，」父親回答，「他在證道上非常盡力。」

「嗯，聽他的證道也不是一件容易的事。」

The Sunday sermon was long and tedious, especially for the six year old boy, who squirmed through most of it.

“What does the pastor do the rest of the week,” the boy asked as he and his father headed home?”

“Oh,” his father responded, “he has plenty to do.” He counsels people with problems all week long, he visits the sick, conducts funerals and weddings writes the church bulletin. And then there’s a lot of hard work preparing his Sunday sermon.”

“Hard work? The Sermon?”

“Yeah,’ said the father, “he works hard on that sermon.”

“Well, listening to it ain’t easy either.”
-----

一個基督徒搬到一個純粹天主教的社區，為了做好的天主教徒，那些人都歡迎他搬進他們的社區，但是因為他們都是好的天主教徒，他們星期五晚上不吃紅肉，因此當這個基督徒鄰居在星期五晚上烤可口美味的牛排時，他們開始覺得不舒服。他們覺得很困擾，因此去找他談，談了許久之後，他們終於說服他變成一個天主教徒。

到下個星期的時候，他們去找神父，神父用聖水灑在他的身上說：「你生為基督徒，長為基督徒，但現在你是天主教徒。」

到下個星期五的時候，當這些天主教徒坐下來要吃魚的時候，他們又被隔壁傳來的牛肉香困擾，於是他們就想過去告訴那人天主教徒星期五是不能吃紅肉的，當他們看到他的時候，他正在把番茄醬灑在牛肉上說：「你生為牛，長為牛，但現在你是魚。」

A Protestant moved into a completely Catholic community. Being good Catholics they welcomed him into their community. But, also because they were good Catholics they did not eat red meat on Fridays. So when their neighbor began barbecuing some juicy steak on Friday night, they began to squirm. They were so annoyed that they went to talk to him about it. After much talk they convinced him to become Catholic.

The next Sunday he went to the priest and the priest sprinkled holy water on him and said, “You were born Protestant. You were raised Protestant. But now you are Catholic.” And so, the next Friday, as the neighbors sat down to eat their fish, they were disturbed by the smell of roast beef coming from the neighboring house.

They went over to talk to the new Catholic because he knew he was not supposed to eat beef on Fridays. When they saw him, he was sprinkling ketchup on the beef saying, “You were born a cow. You were raised a cow. But now you are fish.”
-----

我們正在找一位適合的牧師，以下的草稿紙是為了讓你們仔細閱讀而出的。這些候選人是由這個委員會調查研究而出，只有一個具備這些必要特質的人會被找到。這個名單包括這些候選人的名字，並且加以註釋。你應該會感興趣為了牧師候選人更進一步地調查研究他們。

約翰：他說他是一個施浸者，但不夠得體，而且穿著像嬉皮，他對教會愛餐感到不自在。
彼得：有壞脾氣，而且聽說他曾經否定基督。
保羅：我們發覺他不夠圓融，他太粗魯，他的外表粗俗，而且他的講道太長。
提摩太：他有潛力，但是他太過年輕，不適合這個職位。
耶穌：他的講道有時會冒犯會友，特別是聖經學者。他也太有爭議性。他所指出的問題甚至會冒犯聘牧委員會。
猶大：他似乎很實際，樂意合作，很會理財，關懷窮人，而且穿著得體。我們都同意他就是那一位我們正在尋找的主任牧師人選。

謝謝你們在聘牧事上給我們的所有協助。
聘牧委員會主席

In our search for a suitable pastor, the following scratch sheet was developed for your perusal. Of the candidates investigated by the committee, only one was found to have the necessary qualities. The list contains the names of the candidates and comments on each, should you be interested in investigating them further for future pastoral placements.

JOHN: He says he is a Baptist but lacks tact and dresses like a hippie. He would not feel comfortable at a church potluck supper.
PETER: Has a bad temper, and was heard to have even denied Christ publicly.
PAUL: We found him to lack tact. He is too harsh, his appearance is contemptible, and he preaches far too long.
TIMOTHY: He has potential, but is much too young for the position.
JESUS: He tends to offend church members with his preaching, especially Bible scholars. He is also too controversial. He even offended the search committee with his pointed questions.
JUDAS: He seemed to be very practical, co-operative, good with money, cares for the poor, and dresses well. We all agreed that he is just the man we are looking for to fill the vacancy as our Senior Pastor.

Thank you for all you have done in assisting us with our pastoral search.
Pastoral Search Committee Chairman
-----

三個男孩在學校校園裡自誇他們的父親，第一個男孩說：「我父親在一章紙上胡寫幾個字，他稱這是詩，他們就給他50塊美金。」

第二個男孩說：「那沒有什麼。我的父親在一章紙上亂寫，他稱這是歌。他們就給他100塊美金。」

第三個男孩說：「我打敗你們兩個。我的父親在一張紙上隨便寫，他稱這是講道。他要花八個人去收集所有的錢。」

Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging about their fathers. The first boy says, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him $50.”

The second boy says, “That’s nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him $100.”

The third boy says, “I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon. And it takes eight people to collect all the money!”
-----

一張一美元的鈔票遇見一張20美元的鈔票並且說，「喂，你一直在哪兒呢？ 我很久都沒有在周圍看見你了。」

這20 元美鈔回答說，「我常常在娛樂場，豪華客輪並且周游世界，並且剛剛回到美國，又參加了兩場棒球比賽，再到商業區轉了一圈兒，就這些吧。 你怎么樣？」

一美元的鈔票說，「你知道，都是老地方︰ 教堂，教堂，教堂。 」

A one dollar bill met a 20 dollar bill and said, “Hey, where’ve you been? I haven’t seen you around here much.”

The twenty answered, “I’ve been hanging out at the casinos, went on a cruise and did the rounds of the ship, back to the United States for awhile, went to a couple of baseball games, to the mall, that kind of stuff. How about you?”

The one dollar bill said, “You know, same old stuff: church, church, church.”
-----

有一個人，他素行不良，常作壞事，可是每到禮拜天，他也會到教堂虔誠的禮拜神。
有一天牧師提醒他，不但要真心的敬拜神且要謹慎自己的言行舉止，才是神所喜悅的基督徒。他立即說：「每個禮拜天，我都到禮拜堂參加禮拜，也都有捐獻，難道不算是個基督徒？」
牧師回答說：「你以為每個禮拜天到禮拜堂坐一坐，你就會『變成』天使嗎？」
-----

美國葛理翰牧師是本世紀最知名、向最多人佈道的佈道家；雖已近八十高齡，仍馬不停蹄四處傳揚福音，因此廣受普世教會與基督徒們的景仰。有一次，一個信徒問葛理翰：「葛牧師，我知道你去過無數間教會，我最近想換教會，你能不能為我介紹一間你心目中最完美的教會。」葛理翰回答：「弟兄，這世上沒有最完美的教會，就算有，也會因為你的加入而變得不完全。」
-----

教會的三種逼迫
1) 外在的逼迫：來自國家、地方政府，或其他宗教團體。
2) 內在的逼迫：基督徒彼此鬥爭、互相逼迫。
3) 毫無逼迫：因為教會根本不值得逼迫，教會的價值觀和生活型態早已和不敬虔的社會融成一片；鹽已失去鹹味，被踐踏在社會腳下，根本沒有人會注意到它。（《改變世界的家》，148）
-----

Quotes引證 :
I can recall the time -- eighteen years ago, in May of 1950 -- when I first came out to Palo Alto, right after graduation from Dallas Seminary, and spoke for the first time to the little group that was meeting in the Community Center. I remember the story I used to introduce that message. It was of a stranger who was visiting a certain town and who stopped one of the natives and asked him where the churches were located. This fellow happened to be something of a wag, and he said, “Well, the Episcopal church is down by the theater, the synagogue is next to the bank, the Presbyterian church is over by the cemetery, the Methodist church is next to the golf course, and the Baptists are down by the river.” Ray Stedman

Quit griping about your church; if it were perfect, you couldn’t belong.

Percentage of new church members who have come from another church: 80 (Leadership Summer 1992)

If I ever begin to feel like a minister, I’ll get out of the ministry. Joe Aldrich

A church built by the flesh and a church built by the Spirit can look the same. That’s scary. Joe Aldrich

You can tell how popular the church is by Sunday attendance, the pastor is by evening service and Jesus is by prayer meeting.

Tradition is the living faith of the dead and traditionalism is the dead faith of the living. Jarislav Pelican

A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth nothing. Martin Luther.
Of all bad men religious bad men are the worst. C.S. Lewis

Finding a church is not so much as finding the right one but avoiding the wrong ones. Art Lum

The church is not a club of saints; it is a hospital for sinners.

The Bank (of England) finds itself in a position rather like a church whose congregation attends weddings and burials but ignores the sermons. Mervyn King (Bank of England governor)

To love to preach is one thing, to love those to whom we preach is quite another. Richard Cecil

I trust I am not one who pounds because he can't expound. Vance Havener

Never think of giving up preaching! The angels around the throne envy you and your great work! Alexander Whyte

One proof of the inspiration of Scripture is that it has withstood so many years of poor preaching. A.T. Robertson

It is possible to be homiletically brilliant, verbally fluent, theologically profound, biblically orthodox and spirtually useless if we focus upon our gifts and abilities instead instead of the Giver of those gifts. G. Campbell Morgan








Week 8: Learn the techniques of dynamic preaching. Do Assignment 8: Summarize lecture notes. 
 




· Logos Bible Software 的網誌 (0)
· 提及 Logos Bible Software 的網誌文章 (0)
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Charles Spurgeon was an astonishing figure. He wrote commentaries, set up orphanages, founded a college, and preached and led Bible studies at his church every week. In fact, by the time Spurgeon turned twenty, he had already preached more than 500 sermons, and was well on his way to becoming one of the church’s most famous preachers and one of Christianity’s most prolific writers. He also found the time to read nearly a book every day, and read John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress over 100 times during his ministry. It’s no wonder John Piper said “the word ‘indefatigable’ was created for people like Charles Spurgeon.”
Spurgeon is well-known for his sermons, available in The Complete Spurgeon Sermon Collection, but Spurgeon also wrote dozens of books, edited a magazine, compiled sermons notes, wrote numerous letters, and penned a 4-volume autobiography—and that’s just the start. The 86-volume Charles Spurgeon Collection assembles all of his books, commentaries, letters, and other materials into one giant collection.

This week we’re putting the finishing touches on the 86-volume Charles Spurgeon Collection. This project has been a major undertaking around here for the past few months, so we’re excited that it’s going to be shipping soon. This means that you still have a few more days to get your Pre-Pub order in. As always, the price jumps up after we ship, so don’t miss out on this chance to add a massive amount of Spurgeon material to your library.

Here’s a summary of some of the notable books in this collection:

· The Treasury of David, a detailed commentary on the Psalms 

· Lectures to My Students, which includes Spurgeon’s best-selling Commenting and Commentaries 

· The Sword and the Trowel, a magazine edited by Spurgeon and published between 1865 and 1884 

· A 4-volume autobiography, the first and most detailed account of Spurgeon’s life and ministry 

· A collection of letters and correspondence 

· Dozens of volumes on preaching, prayer, evangelism, and more—head on over to the product page to see the complete list. 

To whet your appetite, here’s a screenshot of the first part of Spurgeon’s notes on Matthew 4:19 from My Sermon Notes.
[image: image68.jpg]& My Sermon Notes, Volumes 3 & 4: Matthew to Revelation =1[E3]
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Matthew 4:19—* And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.”

Conversion s most flly displayed when it leads converts to seck the conversion of
ofhers: we most truly follow Christ when we become fishers of men.

‘The great question is not so much what we are naturally, as what Jesus makes us by
his grace: whoever we may be of ourselves, we can, by following Jesus, be made usefil
i his kingdom.

Our desire should be to be men-catchers, and the way to aftain to that sacred art is
10 be ourselves thoroughly capiured by the great Head of the College of Fishermen.
When Tesus draws s we shall draw men.

I SOMETHING TO BE DONEBY US. “Follow me.”
1. We must be separated to him, that we may pursue his object.

W cannot follow him unless we leave others. Matthew 6:24
We must belong to him, that his desig may be our design.

We must abide with him, that we may catch his spirit
‘The closer our communion with Christ, the greater our power with souls

Near following means full fellowship.

We must obey him, that we may learn his method.
Teach what he taught. Matthew 28:20.
Teach as he taught. Matthew 11:29; 1 Thessalonians 2.7
Teach such as he taught, namely, the poor, the base, children, etc

We must believe him, that we may believe true docrine.
Christ's own teaching catches men; Ief vs repeat it
Faith in Jesus on our part s a great force to beget fith.

We must copy his lfs, that we may win his blessing from God, for God blesses
those who are like his Son.

I SOMETHING TO BEDONE BY HIM. “T will make you.”




Remember, you still have a few more days to get the Pre-Pub price on the entire Charles Spurgeon Collection. Make sure you place your pre-order today!

[image: image69.jpg]


You should follow us on Twitter here.
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eSermons.com News 




Leonard Sweet Joins eSermons.com!

eSermons.com announces Rev. Sweet as Chief Writer. Rev. Sweet, formally chief writer for Homiletics Magazine and Preaching Plus. Now with eSermons.com Dr. Sweet will be doing something he has never done before with any other sermon prep service. He will not be writing three months in advance. He will be writing in the now. This will provide sermon resources, insights, and commentary that are as current, relevant, and "ripped from the headlines" as possible. Leonard Sweet is one of the most prominent writers of our generation and his insights into Scripture and its relationship to current events adds credibility and spontaneity to the sermon writing process. 

A New Look for eSermons.com

Due to all of the exciting new content, eSermons.com is re-designed! The new design will better serve clergy as they prepare for worship each week. 

Hundreds of New Sermons for Year A

A new season of resources added from CSS Publishing further enhancing the content choices for our users. Authors of this new material include Thomas A. Pilgrim, John T. Ball, David Busic, Elizabeth Achtemeier, and Susan R. Andrews, and several other talented writers who bring a variety of perspectives to the Scriptures. 

New Advent Series for 2007 (October 2007)

We are pleased to announce six new Advent Sermon Series. Our constantly growing library of resources is enhanced by these additions. 

ChurchMail.com: An Email Solution for the Church Office (October 2007)

ChurchMail.com is a free email service for the church office. In the tradition of Hotmail and Yahoo mail, Churchmail.com creates truly memorable email addresses for church staff. Churches and their staff are invited to signup at www.ChurchMail.com. 

The Biblical Archaeology Society partners with eSermons.com (Sept 2007)

The complete archives of the Biblical Archaeology Society's premier publication, Biblical Archaeology Review, over 33 years of archaeological insights from the greatest scholars of our time, are available along side the sermon preparation tools. The goal in adding these resources is to help the pastor validate interpretation in the most credible way possible, through the historical findings unearthed in the Holy Land. 

Maxie Dunnam Joins eSermons.com (January 2007) 

Maxie Dunnam joins the eSermons.com team. In addition to the contribution of his sermons Dr. Dunnam begins increasing the resources and content to eSermons.com. In conjunction with arrival MaxieDunnam.com is launched. 

eSermons.com Partners with Richard Fairchild (March 2007) 

eeSermons.com acquires Sermons and Sermons Lectionary Resources. Rev. Fairchild due to retirement elected to sell his ground breaking site and indexing service, and chose eSermons.com to be the caretakers of his 12 year old project. 

eSermons.com Grows Forty Percent (2006)

The membership of eSermons.com grows an incredible 40% making it the fastest growing sermon prep tool in the world. 

eSermons.com Acquires Sermons.org (Fall 2005)

The acquisition of Sermons.org brings new clergy members to eSermons.com. 

eeSermons.com Acquires eSermons.com (April 2005) 

The 25 year library of Dynamic Preaching by King Duncan is acquired adding vast resources to our own library further expands the resources offered to clergy. 

eeSermons.com Celebrates Its 5th Anniversary (March 2005)

We would like to thank everyone who has supported us over the last five years as we have grown and developed. Our mission is to provide quality resources for clergy as they prepare each week. We appreciate your support! 

Launch of Christian-Dramas.com (Fall 2002)

The library of dramas and skits is launched as its own site due to the desires of many non clergy to have access to the dramatic resources. 

Launch of ChildrenseSermons.com (Summer 2000)

The children's content is launched as its own site due to the desires of many non clergy to have access to the children's sermons resources. 

Launch of Clergy.net. (Summer 2001)

Free Web based email for clergy Clergy.net is established. Clergy are invited to signup at www.clergy.net. 

eeSermons.com is Launched (Spring 2000)

Day one: Hundreds of people join eSermons making it the fastest growing sermon prep tool in either print or internet. 

Sermon Illustrations Newsletter (Spring 1998)

The emailed newsletter that started it all begins delivery. And since then the newsletter has been emailed out every week without fail for 10 years. With the advent of the Internet, the newsletter in the early 2000s, grows by over 800 clergy a week. 

SermonIllustrations.com is Launched (Winter 1998)

The website that started it all is established. With a generous gift from Bible.org we are able to launch SermonIllustrations.com as a full content website with an A to Z listing of stories and illustrations for clergy.
Preaching Unleashed - Adding Impact to Your Communication

	New illustration 

	


	


	




	We just added a cute new illustration about prayer. Remember that the right illustration can keep your audience's attention and drive points home in a way that lasts.

  

	Call Your People to Ministry 










[image: image88.jpg]


We have just added a new four-week sermon series on discipleship that will inspire your people to move from ministry consumers to providers, as they use the gifts God has given them to pursue the ministry he designed for them before they were born. These messages come from the pulpit of Max Wilkins, senior pastor of The Family Church in Gainesville, Florida. Max was a successful church planter in Florida before spending time on the staff of New Hope Church in Honolulu with Wayne Cordeiro, and then taking the reins at The Family Church.

  

Look Out for Wet Paint! 










Expanding already!
Just click here to sign up today!
 

98% of the people who have taken our 7-day free trial have gone on to join! What did they see that you're missing?
If your computer is equipped with the USB odorama interface you should be enjoying that New Site Smell--not from the grand opening, but from expansions already in progress! We're uploading more sermons right now from pastors like Jud Wilhite and Rick Rusaw. Wilhite is pastor of Central Christian Church in Las Vegas, Nevada—the 11th largest church in the United States. He is also known as the host of Catalyst West and the author of multiple books including Eyes Wide Open and Uncensored Grace. Rusaw is pastor of LifeBridge Christian Church in Longmont, Colorado, frequent conference speaker, and author of The Externally Focused Church and The Externally Focused Life.

Even more exciting is the fact that both of them have committed to providing several new sermons each month! As you can see, we also have children's messages, illustrations/quotes, images you can download and use in your communications, and an archive of articles from our free weekly Smart Ministry e-newsletter--including interviews with people like Jud Wilhite, Mark Batterson, Dallas Willard, Dan Kimball, and Chuck Swindoll!

  




SERMONS.COM
This Week's Sermons

A Crippling Spirit

Luke 13:10-17





I want to encourage you to do something. If you have never read Victor Hugo's memorable novel, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, pick up a copy and read it. Hugo uses an interesting literary technique in the story. The reader is allowed to see the basic decency and humanity of Quasimodo, the hunchback, while the crowd sees him only as a monstrous freak. The story, in its essence, is part tragedy, and part hope. 

Our text this morning, not surprisingly, comes from Luke's Gospel. This story also, is part tragedy and part hope. Luke is the only Gospel writer who records this event in the life of Christ. But Luke, being a physician, would have been drawn to a story like this. He does not go into a lot of detail. In only three verses he tells us that there was a woman who was a hunchback. We do not know her name; we do not know about her family background. We know that she has had this condition for eighteen years. The implication is that she had not been born with it. Perhaps it was a calcium deficiency, a spinal injury, or genetic, or some extreme case of osteoporosis. We don't know. We are simply told that a spirit has crippled her. Jesus called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." We are told that she suddenly stood erect, and began praising God. 

I am not quite sure what to make of this spirit. But, in some way it is responsible for this woman's tragic circumstances. As we take a closer look at this story there are other spirits at work. There is at work... 

1. The crippling spirit of the woman. 

2. The legalistic spirit of the synagogue ruler. 

3. The joyful spirit of the congregation. 

[image: image93.wmf]

RCL



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image94.wmf]

lectionarysearch



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image95.wmf]

lectionarysearch



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image96.wmf]

30



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image97.wmf]

C



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image98.wmf]

Proper 16



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image99.wmf]

0


Bottom of Form

The rest of this sermon, following the outline above, can be obtained by joining Sermons.com. When you sign up you will get immediate access. 

CLICK HERE to join Sermons.com today.

Or, sign up by calling toll free anytime (including weekends)               1-800-777-7731         1-800-777-7731. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SERMONS.COM
Leonard Sweet's Sermon

Mulliganeers, All

Luke 13:10-17





Way back in cold old February, fourth grader Patrick Timoney came face-to-face with what "zero degrees" really meant. Not "zero degrees" Fahrenheit, but "zero degrees" of tolerance. 

It seems Patrick had taken some of his favorite Lego toys to school to show off to his buddies. Any parent of young children can tell you those little, tiny Lego guys are natural born killers. 

They hide in the couch to poke you when you sit down. 
They stab you in the foot as you cross the floor.
They can single-handedly destroy expensive vacuum cleaners, dishwashers, and washing machines. 

Patrick's favorite Lego toy was an inch-and-a-half tall policeman figure. The Lego policeman came armed with his own teeny-tiny gun. That minuscule piece of plastic succeeded in getting Patrick kicked out of school. It seems the "zero tolerance" policy about bringing "weapons" on school grounds extended to include that Lego ornament, that toothpick-sized armament. 

Sorry, but sometimes "zero tolerance" makes "zero sense." At least zero common sense. 

A "zero tolerance" policy is what the synagogue leader was advocating in today's gospel lesson. Charged with keeping the reading and reflection of the Torah on the straight and narrow, this officious official couldn't see beyond the letter of the law, beyond the jot and tittle of his title. No "work" on the Sabbath meant strict adherence to every stated restriction. No "work" on the Sabbath mean avoiding every rabbinically-vetoed activity. 

In other words, the synagogue official had come to see the Sabbath as one great big "thou shalt not." Instead of being a celebration of the divine presence, Shabbat became a cell to quarantine human activities and confine the Spirit... 

The rest of Leonard Sweet's Sermon and all his sermon resources can be obtained by joining Sermons.com. When you sign up you will get immediate access. 

CLICK HERE to join Sermons.com today.

Or, sign up by calling toll free anytime (including weekends)               1-800-777-7731         1-800-777-7731. 
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Listen Now
Click here to hear Dr. Dunlap's sermon on Gensis 22, When Love Demands Proof, or browse more than 160 recordings of his beloved sermons at his new ministry website, Preaching the Word Around the World with Dr. Reg Dunlap.

Try this week's featured sermon, and subscribe to our podcast.

News
TIME TO PLAN YOUR PREACHING PROGRAM

With the coming of the Fall season, many ministers across the country are returning to their pulpits after a period of vacation to begin another calendar year of preaching. It is at this point that I believe our Expository Preaching Program could be extremely helpful to you in the preparation of dynamic and relevant expository sermons.

You may browse almost six hundred sermons with more being added each month. If you like expostional sermons with a theme, alliterated points, and packed full . . .

All the news
Featured Book
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Revelation and the End of the World

In this 258 page commentary on Revelation, Reg Dunlap explains in layman's language what the book is all about. After having studied Revelation seriously for a number of years, the author sets forth what he believes this book teaches will take place in the future. Through thorough research and comprehensive outlining, the book has been homiletically arranged, scholarly presented . . . More
Most Recently Added

· The Man Who Was Always Faithful 08/19/2010

· Failure Need Not Be Fatal 08/12/2010

· Facing The Brevity of Life 08/11/2010

· The Greatest Prayer Ever Given 08/04/2010
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SermonSeeker.Com is an online sermon resource sponsored by Dr. Reg Dunlap's RFD International Ministries for Pastors and Christian workers in the preparation of dynamic, expository messages. We currently have 560 sermons online, with more being added monthly. You can preview sermons for free, and the complete text is available for immediate download. Prices are $15.00 for 5 or $69.95 for 52 through the expository preaching program. Free samples are also available.

Free Sermons

· The Ruin of a Romance
· The Greatest Experience of the Christian
More
Dr. Dunlap is one of the most popular contributors of sermons on the Internet. For the many busy Pastors who desire excellent expositional, analytical, alliterated, word for word sermons, an Expository Preaching Program subscription is for you. These Biblically-based sermons will greatly enhance your preaching and teaching ministry. Please be sure to check out the free samples.

From the Mailbox
“Enjoyed reading your sermons. How may I be on your mailing list to receive your messages? Blessed New Year.”

Pastor Bill Sims 
First Baptist Church, Union City, Tennessee 

More
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诗篇 145: 8-9 
耶和华有恩惠，有怜悯，不轻易发怒，大有慈爱。耶和华善待万民，他的慈悲覆庇他一切所造的。     [image: image129.png]
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历史资料对耶稣的旁证 
传记作者 (福音书) 
约翰, 马太,
路加/影视, 马可
原始资料：:
目击证人
神迹的记载
其他历史资料:
犹太人的先知
历史学家：: 
约瑟夫, 塔西佗
[image: image142.png]



[image: image143.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.yesuzhongxin.org/images/jesuseffect/RomanCoins.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image144.jpg]



耶稣生平的时间轴 
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"耶稣101" 免费网上课程 
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2010-08-09 
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Rev. Herrie Jenkins, Jr. is one of the great preachers of Jacksonville, Mississippi. Hear ye him. 


	Most Popular

	1. Yet, I will rejoice in the Lord
2. Living in your empowerment zone
3. A bargain with the devil, a promise from God
4. All up in my business
5. As soon as I get home
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" 你们白白地得来，也要白白地舍去 " (马太福音 10:8)
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	你们可曾遇到过水和圣灵的福音? 
欢迎您来到新生传教会。 
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为了传播水（耶稣的洗礼）和圣灵的福音，使人们根据《圣经》中所显示神的话语得以解决罪孽的问题，新生传教会已用各种语言翻译和出版了许多免费基督教书籍。
虽然今天有许多基督徒，但我们发现他们中许多人只在周日上教堂，内心并未见得有任何标准和神的拯救话语。但耶稣说，“我可以肯定地对你说，只有重生于水和圣灵的人才能进入天国”（《约翰书》3：5）。
这里什么是重生呢？重生不仅仅如大多数人想象的一样，只是相信耶稣后脱离罪孽的生活，开始一种重生。虽然这样认为很好，但这本身并不是重生，也不会得救。当《圣经》告诉我们说我们必须从水和圣灵中重生时，它的意思是罪人必须悔改，相信耶稣的洗礼和十字架上的血，从而在内心获得罪的赦免，成为义人。换句话说，它指从水和圣灵中重生。这不是来自人类的自我变化，而是来自神的变化。
《圣经》在《约翰前书》5：6－7中说，“这借着水和血而来的，就是耶稣基督；不是单用水，乃是用水又用血，并且有圣灵作见证，因为圣灵就是真理。作见证的原来有三：就是圣灵、水与血，这三样也都归于一。”耶稣藉水和血降临世间。耶稣以人的肉体藉处女玛丽的身体而诞生，在30岁时他在约旦河接受施洗约翰的洗礼。随着耶稣的降临，并因他在约旦河接受人类的代表使徒约翰的洗礼洗清了世间的罪孽，这项拯救工作使我们重生于水和圣灵。 
我们很清楚耶稣在十字架上流血替我们接受了审判。为什么神本身是无罪的耶稣要在十字架上承担这种审判呢？这是有因果的。耶稣为了我们的罪孽死在十字架上和他的洗礼是密切相关的，他在约旦河接受施洗约翰的洗礼，所有这些都是按手的一种形式。使彼得罗在《彼得前书3：21》中说洗礼是拯救我们的一种象征。这意味着耶稣藉洗礼和十字架而降生。
在耶稣的洗礼中隐含着赦免罪孽的奥秘，隐含着从水和圣灵重生的奥秘。仅管这样，如果我们从前忽视了耶稣的洗礼，现在也并不相信它，那么我们自己就会背叛神的意志，并抛弃我们自己的拯救。新生传教会提供的免费基督教书籍，建立彻底、牢固的《圣经》基础就如何重生于水和圣灵，明确地阐明了拯救的基本概念。若要了解详情，我们鼓励来访者阅读我们提供的免费的印刷书籍或电子书籍。 

	 
	  选择你的语言
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试论增强历史课教学活力的途径          史根银: 



江苏省泰州市
【摘要】初中历史课，一般人认为难教、难学，甚至把它归为空洞的说教课，如何使空洞、抽象的说教课成为充满活力的课
【关键词】历史课;兴趣; 活力;途径【Abstract】Junior high school history lesson, it is generally considered difficult to teach, difficult, or even put it into an empty preaching class, how to make the empty, abstract classes to become a dynamic preaching of the class
Shi gen yin 
【Key words】history lesson; interest; vitality; way初中历史课，一般人认为难教、难学，甚至把它归为空洞的说教课，那么如何变“说教”为吸引，变难教、难学为易教、好学，使空洞、抽象的说教课成为充满活力的课呢？在教学实践中，我作了如下有益的尝试： 
1功在课前——材料本身具备活力九年义务教育三年制初级中学历史教材，是由北京师范大学出版社出版，朱汉国担任主编，马世力副主编，国家基础教育历史课程标准研制组编写的，从教材编写的指导思想看，教材注重以马克思列宁主义为指导思想，正确处理了知识性与思想性、科学性与趣味性、可教性与可读性、理论与实践、继承与创新、重点与一般的关系。 爱因斯坦说：“热爱是最好的老师。”要使学生学得有趣，听得入耳，爱学、爱读，热爱这门科学。作为教育教学工作者必须认真吃透教材的编写意图及基本特点。如果我们注意了对教材深层次的挖掘，不难发现教材本身就具备了活力。它表现为如下几个方面：（1）文字比较生动、有风趣、注意通过摆事实，讲道理，以理服人，不空泛地讲大道理；（2）所选材料具有知识性和趣味性，能帮助学生增长知识，拓宽视野；（3）版面设计形式多样，生动活泼，不落俗套。 
2立在课中——教师的主导作用充满活力学生厌学问题的原因是多方面的，诸如升学带来的沉重压力，使学生精神过于紧张；繁重的课业负担淹没了学生的学习兴趣；还有一个重要原因，就是一些教师素质不高，形象不吸引人，在学生面前缺乏威信，教学方法陈旧，老套套多，新创意少，学生听条条，记条条，从概念到概念，这样的教学要想吸引学生，激发兴趣，充满活力，难诶。夸美纽斯指出：“课堂应当是快乐的场所。”教学是一种使教师和学生都感到愉悦的艺术，任何教学都是以教师的主导作用发挥、学生的主体作用贯穿教学过程的始终。要使课堂教学有活力，首先必须使教师的主导作用有活力，而“内强素质、外树形象”又是教师的主导作用有活力的主要途径。 在所有行业中，教育最需要科学，因为教育工作的对象不是物质产品，而是人。“第二次加工”、“回炉处理”是教育工作的最大忌讳。学校教育由“应试教育”向“素质教育”的转轨给教学提出了更高的要求。作为一个称职的人民教师要想使课堂教学有声有色，有情有意，有智有能，变“苦学”为“乐学”，施行“快乐教育”，教师就必须不断提高自身素质，以达到“满腹经纶”，“出口成章”、“引经据典”、“左右逢源”的“文武全才”，教师具备这些素质后，再认真吃透大纲，深入钻研教材，精心设计、巧妙安排每一堂课的教学方法，再通过教师的情感感染，幽默的语言表达出来，学生的品德、知识、智能定能在轻松愉快、生动、活泼的气氛中得到发展。 
语言大师吕淑湘说过：“说千道万，教师的水平是关键。”我们作为新时代的教师，一定要注重加强自身思想和文化修养，提高驾驭课堂的能力，使课堂教学出现蓬勃生机。 
3化在课后——学生学习的主动性体现活力学生是认识的主人，不是认识的机器，在历史教学中，应当重视学生的智力、体力的发展以及道德和人生观、世界观的形成，应当在注重“教”、注重研究教的规律的同时，重视“学”、重视研究学的规律；应当在强调教师的主导作用的同时，重视发挥学习主体——学生的主动性、积极性和创造性。正如杜威所说：“任何时候都不要忘记教学对象是一个个活生生的人，思想、感情、意志、个性都处于变化之流的个体。” 
兴趣乃是最好的老师，是调动学生学习积极性的一种“能源”。在教学过程中，教师要研究、注意学生的学习欲望、情趣需要，在搞好课堂教学的基础上，把课堂空间向广袤的大自然、火热的社会生活推进，注意联系本地区和学生的实际，对教材中的具体事例，教师可以引导学生参与教学过程，鼓励他们动脑、动口，启发学生围绕教材，谈你所知道的本地历史人物，他的贡献，并以此激发学生的学习积极性和主动性，培养自我教育的能力。这样，锻炼了学生的胆量和口才，将知识真正变为财富。 
教师还应根据单元教学要求或依据“自我测评”的要求，出一些由浅入深、由易到难，由简单到综合、形式多样的简明练习题，帮助学生巩固所学知识，加深对所学内容的消化和吸收。叶圣陶先生告诉我们，教师授课的真谛不在于“全盘给予”，而在于“相机诱导”，不经过学生亲自探索和发现的过程，要想把科学真理变成学生的真知是不可能的，正如亚圣孟子所云：“时雨化之”，学以“自得”。 

收稿日期：2009-07-10
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字号：大 中 小 

内 容 大 纲
导论：建立一个讲道者的形像
      属灵生命、圣经与神学知识、社会知识、文字的装备、演讲技巧、思考能力、资料库(图书馆及个人资料库)

一.  讲道历史简介
二.  如何为教会编排讲道系列
 各类聚会、特别节期、基督教教导类别、执行方法
三.  资料库的建立
 圣经工具书、注释书、神学参考书
 电子书籍、网页
 社会工具书、数据报告书籍/剪报
 分类和寻找
四.  设定编写讲章过程 
 设定编写流程
 电脑文书处理及讲章的收集
 如何等候信息
 题目、编写技巧、引论、重点、结论
五.  演讲技巧、讲台与我
 对象的确定
 说服力、希腊人和希伯来人的修辞技巧
 文字的装备及文本-语言修辞学(text-linguistic)的发现
 演讲技巧、幽默、“我”的应用
六.  再谈例子(佐证)：搜集和转化
七.  讲章的评估：最后的核查、评估表和应用
八.  再谈释经式讲道法
 圣经诠释学
 当代处境(后现代)的诠释者及意义的呈现
九.  讲道的能力
神的道(信息和冲击)、祷告、热心、信心、真诚、圣灵的工作

作业：
一. 讲道评分(10%)。
你必须亲自去听两篇讲道，按着「讲道评分表」，并把评分记录交上来。
二.  编写一篇讲章(40%)
    按你在这课程的学习，编写一篇「释经式的讲章」，或「专题式的讲章」，或「教义式的讲章」。约 3000 至 5000 字。(不可重复在《讲道学》编写过的讲章。)
三. 考试(50%)


参考书(学生不必购买，讲义足够完成作业和考试)
1. 施达雄  《实用讲道法》。台北：主日学协会，1994。
2. 周联华  《新编讲道法》。台北：文艺，1987。 
3. 曾霖芳  《讲道学》。台北：校园，1990。
4. 斯托得  《当代讲道艺术》。台北：校园，1980。
(= John R. W. Stott  I believe in Preaching. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1982. )
5. 麦希真  《工人的讲道》。香港：证主，1994。
6. 曾立华  《讲道职事的重寻》。宣道，1993。
7. 陈润棠  《简易讲道法》。香港: 金灯台，2000。
8. 华特森  《讲道原理》。台北：橄榄，1995。
9. 罗宾森  《实用解经讲章》。台北：华神，1992。
10. 比尔．海毕尔斯等  《如何讲道》。台北：中国主日学，1993。
11. Broadus, John A.   On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons. New York: Harper & Row, 1979.
  (= 万应远。《实用讲道术》。徐松石，修订版。香港：浸信会，1960。)
12. Brown, H. C. ed.   Steps to the Sermon. Nashville: Broadman, 1996. 
13. Berkley, J. D.  Leadership Handbook of Preaching and Worship. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992.
14. Demaray, D. E.  Introduction to Homiletics. 2nd Ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990.
15. Buttrick, D.  Homiletics: Moves and Structures. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987.  
16. McClure, J. S. ed.  Best Advise for Preaching. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1998. 
17. MacArthur, J. Jr.  Rediscovering Expository Preaching. Dallas: Word, 1992.
18. Carl, W. J. III.  Preaching Christian Doctrine. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984. 
19. Pagliari, R.    Fourteen Steps to Dynamic Preaching. Ligouri: Ligouri, 1993. 
20. Baxter, B. B.   Speaking for the Master. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1954.
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导论：建立一个讲道者的形像
    这里特别针对当代 – 21世纪初也就是一个以科技、经济、生化科技、网络通讯为主的时代，在思想上它是后现代主义(或多元世代)的时代，也是知识爆炸的时代。传道人或今日的讲坛必须针对这样的世代来建立一个讲道者的形像。
    后现代主义宣称「现代」(那从「启蒙运动」成长，经历「工业革命」到现在科技经济为主的现代)已经崩溃。人类现今是活在一种无止尽的「当代」(now)文化中，周围的现象和意义不时在变动，等待「第三纪元」(Third Millennium)；一个能安定各人、满足各人的文化的到来。后现代有四个特性，也带出四种生活心态：
一. 社会是一个复杂的系统(habitat is a complex system)，带来没有/不能确定“真理”和未来(indeterminacy)，因此以为可以借着“解构”(deconstruction)来反对传统的价值。
二.个人面对复杂的资料是独立存在的(autonomy)，因此个人要独自存在和决定自己的去向、意见、人生观，带来一个大“个人主义”(subjectivity)和多元性(plurality)(因为太多可能性)的思想世界。三. 超越现代性(hyper-modernism)，因此所有东西可以串连或融在一起出现：经济、科技、社会动向、政治、潮流等等不停地活动，也不停地提供“决定”的数据，造成许多虚拟真实(virtual reality)。四. 艺术和宗教显出多元性，带来了混合性、即时性、个人主义、心理和神秘性，产生新纪元运动(New Age Movement)。 
后现代对基督教的冲击有：一. 教会和真理失去其“影响力”，例如：美国过去十年中那些19-39岁的信徒由37%降至25%，英国有70%的人对基督教“反感”。二. 教会和信徒越来越世俗化，使教会/信徒的道德水准和世界的道德水准越来越一样。 
许多神学家预言，基督教在后现代结束后(预测是21世纪中或之前)要成为「第三纪元」的宗教；除非教会(或讲坛)现在就要重新认定其地位，以真理针对时代的需要传讲。
我们相信这样的“后现代”不只带给讲道者许多挑战，也要求讲道者竖立一个新形像。许多基督教的学者曾多方面的提出一些讲道者的形像，现在让我们按着这后现代的特性提出一些讲道者的形像，然后也一一提出实行的方法。
1. 属灵生命
在「讲道学I」课程中，我们曾谈论一个讲道者的呼召、灵命、品格、信仰是必须具备的条件。相信还有许多属灵生命的特质是值得我们留意的。这里所指的属灵生命不只是一个重生的生命、时常被圣灵充满及满有圣灵的能力、性格/人格方面有属灵的形像，还要加上对世界的问题有属灵的看见、有异象的人生。就如斯托得所说，好的属灵生命带来信仰的自然流溢、真诚的感情、属灵的人格。  司布真说：「未蒙恩的传道人有如失明的人作眼科医生，将光与视觉哲理化…自己却全然在黑暗中！又如哑吧当音乐老师…。」  
 相信实行的方法有三个：一个重生且时常追求圣灵充满的生命、一个时常能藉祷告与主交通的属灵生活、一个对圣经和神学真理满有认识的传道人。第一个方法是神的工作，第二个方法在乎讲道者是否看重祷告生活，第三个方法在乎传道之人是否时常在圣经和神学知识方面下工夫。盼望传道人可一生追求和操练这属灵生命。邦兹(E. M. Bounds)这样说：「讲道的背后，是讲员本人，他的全人。讲道不是一小时的表演，而是一生的流露。一篇讲章需要准备廿年，因为廿年才能塑造一个人。」 

2. 圣经与神学知识
    讲道当然是讲「真理的道」，但是这「真理的道」却要针对这时代的人和需要来传讲，因此圣经和神学的知识是必须的。
    上一段我们已提出要在圣经和神学方面有认识必须时常在这方面下工夫作研究。加尔文说：「任何人若不先做个好学者，就无法做个好传道人。」司布真说：「不学者无以为师。在研究方面不再撒种的人，在讲台上就没有收成。」  斯托得向今日的讲道者发出「研究的呼召」，指明今日的讲道者不可停止圣经和神学的研究。他也说出这种研究可分成三方面：一. 圣经研究必须广泛(comprehensive)。二. 圣经研究必须思想开放(open-minded)。三. 圣经研究必须有所期望(expectant)。  最后，也在乎传道人是否在各种神学思潮的环境下持守「真理的道」，而不致迷失。
3. 社会知识
    无可否认，今日的传道人面对着一个知识爆炸的时代，每个人随时随刻可以借着不停止的传播媒体(电视、互联网络、街上的电子映幕)获得即时的知识。今日的儿童和青少年在成年之前比过去同辈的人吸收了多十倍的知识，虽然心理方面不能完全与这些知识平衡。教会信徒的知识水平越来越高，听众中也有许多知识份子。
相信实行的方法有两个：一. 有目的阅读习惯。就如巴特(Karl Barth)教导神学时向学生展示一个手拿着圣经，另一个手拿着报纸的讲话。传道人每天必须有阅报和阅读的习惯。而这些阅读是有特别目的的(为了认识这社会和收集讲章资料)(稍后再详细谈这目的)。麦希真在其《工人的讲道》一书中强调说：「知识包括属灵的知识和其他的知识…一个不学无术、孤陋寡闻的人，是不可能成为有权柄和有能力的讲道者」。  二. 掌握如何以圣经/属灵知识来解答世界的知识。这当然要求传道人在圣经方面有深入的认识。我们多番听到神学家指责今日教会的讲台不能以真理去解答世界的问题。
4. 文字的装备
    无可否认，一个在文学或文字上有深厚造诣的传道人在编写和传讲一篇信息时比那些在这方面较弱的同辈传道人更容易发挥讲章。历代以来，是那些在文学方面强的传道人留下更多讲章给后代的人。在讲台上，文学造诣高的讲员在演讲和口才方面更容易发挥和流畅。奥古斯丁特别提醒传道人，在讲道时有两个重要的装备：圣经的知识和修辞的技巧。他进一步说美丽的修辞能帮助我们更有效深入的赞美(讲解)上帝。 
    实行的方法只有一个：语文是要长久并且有耐力地学习而得来的。多看多读、研究语文的文法、时常使用(多讲多写)、时常背生字、观察别人如何使用一些文字等等都是讲道者。
5. 演讲技巧
    古希腊著名的演讲家和哲学家亚里斯多德说：「好的演讲技巧可以改变人的思想(意思是感动人使人改变其人生观)。」有句话说：「讲道是靠把口。」虽然这句话不可道尽讲道的意义，但是从另一个角度也说明了一些真的事实。观看历代许多伟大的政治家，虽然有了好的政治理念，但是加上其丰厚的演讲技巧，吸引了千万的跟随者。这时代的人受了许多媒体的影响，习惯了图像、生动、彩色式的传讯模式，致使讲坛也要在这方面更新。
    实行的方法只有一个：好的演讲技巧是可以学回来的。今日有许多书籍或训练是关于演讲学(public speaking)的，可以报读，另外，时常观察一些好的演讲也可以帮助传道人更新这方面的技巧。
6. 思考能力
   人是高级理性的动物，受过基本教育的人，都懂得作逻辑性的思考。头脑也是越用越发达的。每一篇讲章都是“新的”，传道人必须“思考”出来。“时代的信息”就是要懂得如何把属灵的知识和世界的问题连合起来解答，这要求许多的思考。
    实行的方法有二：一. 传道人时常要“边做边读”，提升自己的知识水平，帮助思考的能力。教会机构之间或附近的神学院时常开办许多深进的课程给传道人进修。二. 建立喜欢思考的习惯，对事情有求知求真理的心。为了知道，甚至不耻下问，或作研究，作调查的工作。
7. 资料库(图书馆及个人资料库)
    一篇好的讲章是由许多资料或是重点堆砌起来的，这样才可以使一个题目显得更丰富。许多讲员有这样一个心声，很难找到合适的资料来编写讲章。遇到这困难时，常有相逢恨晚的感觉，为何当初不好好收集一些资料呢？
    实行的方法只有一个，就是要有系统地收集各种资料。先由基本做起，积日累月，有朝一日就会有一个丰富的资料库：在圣经工具书、注释书、神学参考书、电子书籍、网页、社会工具书、数据报告书籍/剪报等方面存积起许多有用资料。当然，也要把资料分类、储存得好，才易于寻找。
结论：我们相信万事起头难，只怕有心人，现在开始必定不会迟。
讨论问题：那一个是现今讲道者最难获得或做成的形像/项目？

一.  讲道历史简介
    「讲道是基督教不可缺少的。没有讲道，就失去基督教真理的重要根基，因为基督教的真正中心，便是神的道…我们最高的责任是讲道…强调讲道是基督教的独特之处。」英国著名的福音派领袖和讲道者约翰斯托特这样说。  
让我们借着讲道的历史来反省讲道的重要性。
1. 耶稣是一位讲道者
   福音书作者所记述的耶稣，主要是一位巡回的传道人。马可福音1:14「耶稣来…宣讲。」另外马太福音9:35「耶稣走遍各城各乡，在会堂里教训人，宣讲天国的福音。」路加福音4:18反映耶稣到世上来的目的，说衪受「差遣」，是「为这个(讲道)目的」。约翰从另一个角度去叙述耶稣是一位特别的「拉比」，是有神的同在(先知的意思)(约3:1-2)，指明衪是「明明的对世人说话」，并且对彼拉多说衪来到世上是「特为给真理作见证」(约13:13;18:20、17)。在以马午斯的路上，耶稣给当时的旅人讲解经文所讲关与他的话(路24:25-27)。
   当然，耶稣一回到拿勒勒的会堂，在那里借着以赛亚书61:1-2讲道，指明是因为「主的灵在他身上」而要传讲那使人得自由的信息。 

2. 使徒承接讲道的使命
    五旬节之后，使徒们把传道列为最重要的事奉：「我们应当以祈祷传道为事。」(徒6:4)这是因为耶稣吩咐他们这样做(可3:14)，虽然耶稣在世时吩咐只限定「以色列家迷失的羊」(太10:5-7)，但是稍后再吩咐他们要到地极去把福音传给万民(太28:19)。使徒们果然这样领受吩咐去做：「门徒出去，到处宣传福音」(可16:20)。使徒行传4:31记录说他们「放胆讲论神的道」。而彼得多篇讲道也被记录下来(徒2, 4)，甚至后来加入的门徒(司提反)也放胆的讲道(徒7)。
路加在使徒行传也清楚叙述保罗这位特别拣选的使徒三次到地中海一带地区传道和传道中所遇到的各种人的反应，直至最后被关在一屋子里仍然「放胆传讲神国的道，将主耶稣基督的事教导人，并没有人禁止」(徒28:31)。保罗坚持自己不是为施洗，乃是为传讲十字架的道理而事奉神(林前1:17)。最后还吩咐提摩太说：「务要传道，无论得时不得时，总要专心，并用百般的忍耐，各样的教训、责备人、警戒人、劝勉人」(提后4:1-2)。
    相信许多新约书信原本是一篇讲章也不足为奇。希伯来书就是一个好例子。希伯来书作者一开始下笔就直接的说「上帝既在古时多次多方晓谕列祖…」，这明显像一篇讲章的开头。雅各书在开头时虽然像一封信，但是其内容却像足一篇讲章。
3. 初期教父是一群时代的讲道者
    初早期教会之间一份流行的文件，十二使徒遗训(The Didache)，相信写于第二世纪初期，指明教会如何分辨真假先知(当时游行的传道人)。评定如果一位外来的传道人违背使徒的信仰，又如果停留超过二天，或为了舒适而换住宿的地方，或要求金钱，或他所行的与所传的不一致，那他就是一个假先知(遗训11:2;12:1-5)。但是如果他是真的教师，信徒就得谦卑地聆听他的教导并尊敬他(遗训3:8;4:1)。
    在第二世纪中，殉道者游斯丁(Justin Martyr)时常四处去讲道，他也为了辩护基督教而写了一本护教的书给皇帝 – 护教初论(First Apology)。在书中他十分注重读经和讲道，也把讲道和圣礼连在一起。 
    在第二世纪尾，拉丁教父特土良(Tertullian)写了另一本护教论(Apology)。在这本书中除了为基督徒不公平的逼迫辩护外，他也形容基督徒聚会的情况。他告诉社会中的人，基督徒聚会是在一起读圣经，借着讲道以神的话滋润信仰，使信心更坚定，也接受神的话作为劝勉。  同期的希腊教父爱任纽(Irenaeus)也指出当时的教会长老向信徒讲道，解释圣经亳无错误。  
    初期教会历史学家和该撒利亚的主教优西比(Eusebius)总结初期会两百年传道人和教师的工作，说：「他们离家旅行，从事传道的工作，目的是要向从未听过这信心之道的人传道，把神圣的福音书给他们。」 
    第四世纪安提阿教会的牧师，后来成为君士坦丁堡的主教(公元398年)克理思顿(John Chrysostom)，俗名「金嘴」，在其书解释以弗所书6:13节(穿上神全副的军装)时说明讲道是极重要的。认为基督的身子(就是教会)就如人的身体一样，容易患病，但是最好的良药却圣经的教导。  这位「金嘴」也提出讲道的四个特点。第一，依据圣经。第二，解经必须简单易明。第三，道德应用(指基督徒的生活)十分切实。第四，忠实地责备人。 
    和克理斯顿同期的奥古斯丁(Augustine, AD 354-430)也是一位有恩赐的讲道者。他为我们留下了394篇讲章。最著名的有「约翰福音书的讲章」(Homilies on Saint John)。当然，他还有另外三本名著 – 忏悔录、神的城市、讲道学 - 也可说是讲章。 

4. 宗教改革家坚持传讲圣经的话语 
    中古世纪的讲道者可算是一群的修道士。这些修道士因为众多信徒的需要而时常讲道，甚至每天讲道。亚西西的芳济(Francis of Assisi, AD 1182-1226)一生献身于服事人，但是他看重讲道，说：「除非你在所到之处都讲道，否则你去那里讲道都没用。」  从历史中和芳济同时期的道明会修道士也一样看重讲道。
    宗教改革先锋威克里夫(John Wycliffe, AD 1329-1384)虽然坚守圣经是信仰和生活的最高权威，但是他同样看重讲道，说：「人生在世所能获得最崇高的服事殊荣，乃是传讲神的道。这样的服事特别落在传道人身上，所以神更直接要求他们尽责。」  另一位同期的宗教改革家伊拉斯母(Erasmus)说：「传道人最重要的功用是教导，借着教导给于人训诲、劝告、责备和安慰。」  伊拉斯母坚持神的讲比圣礼更重要，因为圣礼的功效还赖神的道的解释。马丁．路德(Martin Luther)对讲道的看重比其他人更甚。他认为基督徒和教会的健壮需要依靠神的道，传讲并教导神的道不但是「神圣服事中最重要的一分」 ，也是每一位主教、牧师和传道人「至高无上的本分和义务」。  路德也提出讲道者九种的特质：有系统地教导、有机智、口才流利、有好的声音、好记性、晓得何时结束、对所教导的有把握、有勇气把自己的性命、财富、荣誉与神的道相连、甘受众人的嘲笑和戏弄。   
    加尔文同样高举讲道。他在其著名的《基督教要义》(Institutes)中写道：「无论什么地方我们看见神的道为人纯正地传讲、领受，而圣餐也照基督所设立的实行，那里无疑就有神的教会存在。」 

5. 现代传道人针对时代的需要讲道
    十六和十七世纪的清教徒，虽然他们特别注重聚会和祷告，但是却在每个聚会中都有讲道，而且专注传讲圣经的道理。十七世纪出名的清教徒，巴斯特(Richard Baxter)，着有一本《更新的牧者》(The Reformed Pastor)，列出了一些无知、懒隋的讲道者的行为。盼望这些讲道者可以更新，再次领受那伟大的讲道工作。
    约翰卫斯理(John Wesley)当他在1738年得着了「心灵的激励」以后，就开始到各处去讲道。这带来了英国教会十八世纪的大复兴。在1757年7月28日的日记中他如此记述：「我确实以讲道为生。」和卫斯理同期推动复兴运动的怀特腓(George Whitefield)在英国和美国各地讲道，平均每周讲二十篇道，如此持续了三十四年。「他口若悬河，慹心慹情又熟悉教义，以生动的隐喻、平常的例证和戏剧性的手势，使讲道充满生气…他对信息的权威有信心，并决心使神的道应得到的尊敬。」 
    第一次世界大战爆发，粉碎了当时的乐观主义。巴特(Karl Barth)却继续在战后的癈虚中讲道。他说：「人人都公认，没有什么事比传讲和聆听神的话语更重要。」 
    列举现代一个在讲道方面被多人尊重的人物，伦敦的西敏寺教堂(Westminster Chapel)的骆忠斯(Martyn Lloyd-Jones)。他自一九三八至一九六八年从不曾在礼拜天离开自己的讲坛(假期除外)，但是他的讲章和信息却传至世界各地。在他所著的《讲道和讲道者》(Preaching and Preachers)最后一课说出「讲道」是「没有什么可与它相比。它是世上最伟大、最令人兴奋、最令人鼓舞、又最奇妙的工作。」 
    当代伟大的讲道者寥若晨星，实在可悲。伦敦万灵教会(All Souls Church)的斯托得不但是一位神学家，也是一位伟大的讲道者。在基督教没落的英国每一周仍可以借着讲道赢得许多听众，也使许多年青人得着复兴。他大胆的说：「来到一九六0、七0和八0年代，讲道的潮水已退落，如今仍在低潮中。至少在西方世界里，讲道的没落是教会衰落的征兆。」  美国普林斯顿神学院实用神学系教授帕拉物(Alan Blackwood)形容这个时代的讲坛是荒凉的，他引用经文说：「饥饿不是没有粮食，饥渴不是没有水，而是听不到神的话语。」(摩8:11) 
    天主教教会也非常关切现代的讲道水准。耶稣会的神学家拉纳(Karl Rahner)指出「讲道的问题」是在于基督教的信息无法与现实的世界相连。他说：「许多人离开教会，因为讲坛所说的话对他们没有意义；与他们的生活无关，对许多威胁生活、无法避免的问题却避而不谈。」 
    稍把视线移过中国教会，让我们看见复兴中国教会的因素是讲道。宋尚节博士走遍各地的教会，每天针对当时教会的腐败和信徒的软弱传讲神的道理，使教会得着复兴。杨绍唐牧师在山西传讲真理的道，使山西的教会在四十年代得着复兴。王明道先生在北京基督堂日以续月的讲解重生的道理，令许多听道的人得着生命的更新。解放后，许多华人传道人在海外各地的教会传讲圣经的道理，使华人教会得着龚固，也带领许多人归主。中国教会在逼迫时期虽然没有公开聚会，但是许多“无名的传道者”，在家庭教会中继续传讲真理的道，使信徒人数在那段“没有传道人”的三十年间增长了三十倍(估计解放前中国大陆的信徒有一百万人，1980年的估计是三千万人)。
结论：从以上的历史，我们可以肯定一个“耶稣 – 使徒 – 教父 – 宗教改革者 – 现代的传道人”的讲道者传统(The Preacher’s Tradition)。相信我们这些“后现代传道者”将继续排列在这传统之后。
讨论问题：从这个讲道历史，你看见有那些“因素”致使了这个历史的延续性？
二. 如何为教会编排讲道系列
教会的讲坛是传道人的事奉最重要的地方。作为一间教会的主任牧者必须为讲坛的信息作最好的编排，捉紧每一次的讲道机会，以真理的道按着信徒的需要喂养群羊。我们建议主任牧者掌握这机会，提早为下一年度每一周的讲道编排好，呈现给堂委会讨论和接纳通过。
为下一年度的讲道编排有几个考虑的因素。
教会节期和特别节日
作为一位讲道者，这些节期和特别节日的讲章因为每年的重复而好难找到新鲜的信息。当然，“新鲜的信息”取决于两个因素：对解释该节期经文的掌握(真正来说，讲述某一个节期的经文里还有许多信息和资料是过去还没有完全释放出来)，另外历代以来对该节期的记载还有许多新鲜的记述。以上两个因素都要求讲道者必须下更多的阅读和研究工作。 
主要的教会节期有受难节、复活节、圣诞节、五旬节、改教纪念日等等，而特别节日有新年(元旦或新春)、三八妇女节、母亲节、父亲节、儿童节、青年节等等。不是说所有的大小节期教会都会守节或按着节日的性质而编讲章。
各类聚会
    各类聚会指考虑到教会中各部门的活动，例如：教会的崇拜部、青年团契、少年军/团契、主日学、幼稚园、教育训练部、布道部、培灵部、堂委会、宣教部、受托(财务部)等等，所可能要在下一年内推动的活动和聚会。这些不同部门的活动和聚会尽可能分排在一年的行事历内，也尽可能分散排列活动，免得在同一个月内出现而显得拥挤。
    一般上，堂委会必须要求各部门的负责人在前一年(事工计划日之前)提出来。好让牧师和堂委会定下下一年度的行事历。
 
基督教教导类别
    为了信徒可以有全面性的认识，讲道的内容必须针对基督教各方面的教导而设计。有时一年并不能完全把所有内容都编排入去，甚至要以三年的时间作一个循环。
    借着杜威图书编号系统(Dewey Classification System)，让我们看见整个基督教教导的类别。  

 
圣经书卷、人物等等  
220.92   圣经人物
221　     旧约书卷
221.21    旧约神学主题
225　    新约书卷
225.21    新约神学主题
神学教义
231　    神论
232　    基督论
233    人论
234    救赎论
236　    末世论
239    护教学
273　     各种异端
基督教伦理、灵修、生活
241.1       良心
241.2       律法
241.3     罪恶
241.4     美德
241.5     行为原则
241.6     伦理问题
241.63    家庭问题
241.64    职业问题
241.66    性问题
241.67    基督徒道德
242　    灵修生活
248　    基督徒生活
248.82   基督徒儿童
248.83   基督徒青年
248.84   基督徒成年
248.84065  基督徒与婚姻
248.86   困苦之人
248.89   圣职人员
249     基督徒家庭
教会牧养和行政
253　    教牧学
254　    教会行政
社会神学
261.1     教会与社会
261.27    基督教与回教
261.29512   基督教与儒家
261.43    基督教与佛教
261.45    基督教与兴都教
261.5     基督教与世俗学术
261.34    基督教与法律
261.51    基督教与哲学
261.515   基督教与心理学
261.55　  基督教与科学
261.56　  基督教与科技
261.57　  基督教与文艺
261.58　  基督教与文学
261.59　  基督教与历史
261.7     基督教与政治/政府
261.8     基督教与社会问题
261.85   基督教与经济/财富/劳工　
261.873   基督教与战争
306       (基督教)与文化
306.1     (基督教)与次/潮流文化
306.8     (基督教)与社会家庭
323.4     (基督教)与人权
325     (基督教)与移民/新移民
教会功能 
262　    教会
264　    崇拜学
265　    圣礼
266　    宣教
268　    基督教教育
269　    教会奋兴
教会历史
270     教会历史
270.92    教会历史人物
275       中国教会及历史人物
280       教会宗派 

    以上最少让我们看见有七个范围可以从中选择讲道题目。每一个范围再可以制定出许多讲章题目。例如：「神论」这范围就可以设计出以下的讲章题目：神的启示(又可分为普遍启示、特别启示)、神的属性(又可分为不可授予(独特)属性与可授予属性。不可授予属性又有自存性、不变性、无限性，可授予属性(即人可以分享的属性)又可分为生命、自由(主权))、三位一体的神等等。这些题目可以选出适合的经文配上，作为教义式的讲章。
执行方法
 

一. 先设定一年的事工「行事历」
    把教会一年内的主要活动先列出来。以2001年作个例子。
7日-1月  少年军周年记念
14-1    年议会
25-1    农历新年感恩崇拜
4-2     受托主日
10-2    青年团圣经比赛
4-3     讲道训练(一)
11-3    全省青年圣经比赛
25-3    讲道训练(二)

8-4     教育楼献堂礼
13-4    受苦节聚会
15-4    复活节感恩崇拜
21-4    幼稚园运动会
22-4    读经法训练(一)
28-4    青年团布道会
29-4    读经法训练(二)

5-5     禁食祷告日
6-5     恳亲节聚餐
13-5    主日学讲故事比赛
19,20-5   培灵会
27-5    教育讲座
3-6     全省青年大会
9,10-6   差传大会
22,23,24-6 青年生活营
7-7     青年团恋爱讲座
8-7     青年主日
14-7    幼稚园郊玩
15-7    主日学圣经比赛
15至22-7　短宣队出征
22-7    主日学老师深进训练(一)
29-7    主日学老师深进训练(二)
29-7    布道会
5-8     主日学歌唱比赛
7至11-8   暑期圣经学校
19-8    少年军营火会
28至31-8  教会退修会
2-9     教牧主日
15-9    主日学郊游
29-9    青年团中秋晚会 

6-10    幼稚园天才晚会
14-10   神学主日 
28-10   主日学绘画比赛
4-11   宣教士述职主日
11-11   大扫除
24-11   青年团改选
25-11   教会一年事工检讨日
2-12    预算案日
9-12   少年军周年记念
16-12   事工计划日
23-12   报佳音
25-12   圣诞崇拜　　　 

    以上的编排方法是先把教会节期、特别聚会、教会活动、训练课程等等日期先列出来，然后才把讲章的范围或题目列入，让信徒一目然了。最好的作法是把这些日期制成一个“书签”，让信徒把书签夹在圣经中，随时可以参考，预早知道教会一年的活动。
二. 排序方法
    可使用顺序系列(series method)法，或交叉(matrix)法。
2.1. 顺序系列法：(举例)
一至三月是讲「希伯来书」系列，
四至六月是讲「认识神」(神论)系列，
七至九月是讲「教会问题」(哥林多前书)系列等等。
然后，每三年一个大系列。
2.2. 交叉排列法：(举例)
每月第一个主日是信徒生活性质的讲章，
第二个主日是教义式的讲章，
第三个主日是释经式的讲章，
第四个主日是专题式讲章，
每三个月的第五个主日是布道式的讲章。
然后是每三年为一个大交叉系列。
当然这些系列都要“让位”给许多的教会节期或特别聚会。
    释经式的讲章可以如下。例如2000年 1-3月讲道题目「竭力进到完全的地步」(选用希伯来书)，作为顺序系列法。
1月2 日   神儿子的晓谕   希伯来书 1:1-14
1月9 日   伟大救恩    希伯来书 2:1-18
1月16 日   蒙召与尽忠   希伯来书 3:1-6
1月23 日(圣餐)  在基督里的安息   希伯来书 3:7-4:13
1月30 日   服侍神的条件    希伯来书 4:14-5:14
2月6日(初二)   福音主日：新造的人
2月13 日   长大成人    希伯来书 6:1-20;10:26-29
2月20 日   更美的祭司   希伯来书 7:1-28
2月27 日(圣餐)  更美的约    希伯来书 8:1-13
3月5 日   更美的奉献   希伯来书 9:1-28
3月12 日   进到神的面前   希伯来书 10:1-25
3月19 日   信心的见证   希伯来书 11:1-40
3月26 日(圣餐)  被爱与管教   希伯来书 12:1-29

    或者选以弗所书为顺序系列。例如：2000年4-6月讲道题目「为主而活」
4月2日   得儿子的名分   以弗所书 1:1-14
4月9日   真知道衪    以弗所书 1:15-23
4月16日   得救的根据   以弗所书 2:1-22
4月23日(圣餐)  复活节：他已经复活了  路24:1-12   
4月30日   福音主日：福音的奥秘 以弗所书 3:1-21
5月7日   蒙召与长进   以弗所书 4:1-32
5月14日   作光明的子女   以弗所书 5:1-33
5月21日   作基督的精兵   以弗所书 6:1-24
5月28日(圣餐)  传神的道    腓立比书 1:3-30
6月4日   活像基督    腓立比书 2:1-30
6月11日   得基督为至宝   腓立比书 3:3-11
6月18日   作天上的国民   腓立比书 3:12-21
6月25日(圣餐)  当依靠主    腓立比书 4:1-23
    
或释经但又是基督徒生活/教会问题的讲章如下。哥林多前书讲章题目：
1. 彼此合一 (林前1:10-17)
(说明教会中分党结派的前因后果、如何彼此结合。)
2.  属灵的智慧 (林前2:1-16; [林前1:18-2:5])
(说明何谓属灵的智慧、知识与智慧的分别、十字架的道理与属灵智慧的关系。)
3.  事奉与权柄(林前3:5-4:21;9:1-18;林后10:1-18[太25:21;启2:10])
(说明何谓事奉、建立教会、传道人的权柄。)
4.  要圣洁(林前5:1-13;[林后6:14-7:1])
(说明淫乱与圣洁、信徒与淫乱人的关系。)
5.  要审判世界(林前6:1-11)
(说明基督徒与世俗(法律)讼诉、基督教与异文化的各种理论和今日教会的立场。)
6.  信徒的婚姻观(林前7:1-40)
(借着第七章先说明七种婚姻嫁娶事情(1-7 对已嫁娶的；8-9 对没有嫁娶的和寡妇；10-11 对已嫁娶的(双方信主)；12-16 对已嫁娶的(一方未信主)[17-24两个例子]；25-35 对单身及童身[独身]的；36-38 对父母为女儿婚姻作主；39-40 对寡妇)、引申出今天教会中常出现的婚姻情况(例如：许多婚前性行为、年长的姐妹找不到对像、丈夫大大逼迫是否可离婚、丈夫没签离婚书离弃后可否再嫁、各类再婚可否在教会举行婚礼)并一一给与解答。)
7.  基督徒的自由与祭物(林前8:1-13;10:1-33)
(说明基督徒的自由及吃祭过偶像食物的原则。)
8.  妇女的事奉与权柄(林前11:1-16;14:34-35)
(说明女人/妇女在教会中的地位、蒙头的问题、讲道及按立牧师的问题、在家中扮演的角色。)
9.  圣餐的意义(林前11:17-34;约6:)
(说明圣餐的意义、如何守圣餐、教会中的爱筵、如何看待各种的圣餐理论。)
10.  属灵恩赐(12:1-31;14:1-33)
(说明何谓属灵恩赐、如何正确的发掘和适当的运用、比较各种恩赐、解释今日教会中出现「先知」的问题。)
11.  神的爱与信徒的爱心(林前13:1-13)
(说明何谓神的爱、如何以爱心来行事及处理教会问题。)
12.  进入天堂(林前15:1-58)
(说明信徒在那一天如何进入天堂、身体的形状如何、基督怎样成为初熟的果子、今日的信徒应以何种态度等侍那一日。)
13.  如何乐捐(林前16:1-3;林后8:1-9:15)
(说明信徒乐捐的意义和原则、教会之间的互相支持、如何收取和处理捐款。)

    作为一间教会的传道人或主任牧师，可以提早在年底时把这些“下一年度”的行事历和讲章排序的格式提呈给堂委会，让大家讨论，或作修改，然后制成书签和海报，派给各信徒。

三. 资料库的建立
    建立资料库是当代讲道者不可忽略的工作。几乎在每一篇讲章的编写过程中，都想要，也必须取得许多资料。这些资料可以是圣经、神学、解经(注释)、基督教，方面的。我们相信，只要建立好，并熟悉这些资料的源头，就可以有效地取得。
1. 圣经工具书、神学参考书
基本圣经工具：(有光碟)
一. 《中文圣经启导本》香港：海天，1989。
二. 《新国际圣经研读本》美国：更新，1996。
三. 《圣经串珠注释本》香港：证主，1987。
四. 《圣经吕振中译本》香港：圣经公会，1986。
圣经字典：
    《证主圣经百科全书》。香港：证主，1995。(有光碟)
     吴罗瑜编译。《圣经新辞典》(上下)。香港：中神，1996。
     黄锡木。《主题汇析圣经》。香港：基道，1997。
新旧约原文字典：
     包尔(W. Bauer)。《新约希腊文中文辞典》。王正中译。台湾：浸宣，1986。(有光碟)
　　 Harris, L.《旧约神学辞典》。台北：华神，1995。 
     Louw, J. P. & Nida, E. A. eds. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament Based on Semantic Domains. 二册. United Bible Society，1988。
     Brown, F., Driver, S. & Briggs, A.，A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament. Peabody: Hendrickson，1979. (有光碟)
    （如果你不会原文，那必须先从王正中编。《圣经原文字汇中文汇编》。台北：浸宣，1982。这本书找出原文字典的号码，借着这号码再到原文字典或原文神学词典去认识该字的字义）。
神学词典：
     杨牧谷编译。《当代神学辞典》(上下)。台北：校园，1997。(有光碟)     
　 　Kittel ed. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 10册. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964-1976.
Ringgren, H. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. 13册(已出10册). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974-. 
     Brown, C. ed. New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. 三册。Grand Rapids: Eerdmans，1975-1978．(有光碟)
     Vangemeren, W. A. New International Dictionary of the Old Testament Theology and Exegesis. 5册. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997. (有光碟) 

一般新旧约和神学书籍：
艾基新。《旧约概论》。香港：种籽，1985。
狄拉德编。《21世纪旧约导论》。刘良淑译。台北：校园，1999。
布赖特。《以色列史》。香港：文艺，1972。
谢友王。《两约中间史略》。香港：种籽，1987。
贝理丹尼。《圣经地理》。香港：文艺，1986。
陈润棠。《新约背景》。台北：校园，1986。
谢友王。《两约中间史略》。香港：种籽，1978。
麦资基。《新约导论》。苏蕙卿译。 香港：基督教文艺，1976。
郝思韦恩。《新约背景与年代表》。蔡丽贞译。台北：中华福音神学院。
黄赐木。《福音书合参》。香港：基道，1995.  
华德凯瑟。《探讨旧约神学》。廖元威译。台北：华神，1987。
赖德。《新约神学》(上、下)。马可人译。台北：华神，1984。
艾基新。《圣经难题汇篇》。李笑英。香港：角声，1987。
布鲁斯。《圣经难解之言 - 耶稣篇》。台北：校园，1996。
柏饶齐。《圣经难解之言 - 保罗篇》。台北：校园，1996。
李道生。《圣经难题总解》。香港：浸会，1990。
教会历史：
沈介山。《今日教会的渊源》。台北：橄榄，1984。
培克尔。《基督教史略》。萧维元译。香港：浸信会，1981。
凯利。《早期基督教教义》。台北：华神，1984。 
赵天恩, 庄婉芳。《当代中国基督教发展史》。台北：中福，1997。
汤清。《中国基督教百年史》。香港：道声，1987。
李志刚。《香港教会掌故》。香港：三联，1992。
神学：
Erickson, M. J. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985.
沈介山。《信徒神学》。台北：华神，1993。
2. 注释书
单行本注释书：
一. 《现代中文圣经注释》。译自Howley英文版。香港:种籽，1983。
二. 《证主21世纪圣经新释》。香港：证主，1999。(有光碟)
    其他书卷，请参看，黎业文编，《中文注释书手册》。香港：中华神学院 ，1999。
3. 电子神学书籍
    西方基督教的出版社(以英文为主)已在过去十年间尽量把许多圣经和神学著作转化为读取光碟(CD-ROM)，中文基督教的出版社群起力追，正在把出版书籍电子化。以下主要介绍一些对神学生“有用的”中、英文光碟。
一. 圣经工具
1. 「圣经工具」：这是唯一的中文圣经工具，由香港启创出版。具有五本中文译本、九本英文译本、新旧约原文圣经、原文汇编和字典、串珠、圣经大纲、圣经图表、圣经地图、圣诗选集、圣经串珠注释本。可配合各类注释丛书，例如「摩根解经丛书」、陈终道牧师的「新约书信读经讲义」、「每日研经丛书」、「丁道尔圣经注释」、「天道圣经注释」、「中文圣经注释」、「天赐灵粮」、「每日与主同行」、「倪柝声著述全集」等等。已出版光碟版，使用中文视窗执行，容易操作。可以说是中文研经系统的第一。会陆续加上许多电子书产品。
2. Logos研经系统光碟：58本圣经。可配合大部分西方出版的电子书产品。例如：Word Biblical Commentary, Anchor Bible Dictionary, Early Church Fathers, Philo and Josephus, MacArthur’s Bible Study Library, Bible Exposition Commentary, Warren Wiersbe, Philip Schaff Christian Church, Bibliotheca Sacra, Francis Schaeffer, 所有Hebrew and Greek Bible Core Collections, Calvin, Spurgeon 等等。可以说是英文研经系统的第一，还会陆续加上许多电子书产品。 
3. Nelson研经系统光碟：69本圣经及许多参考书。例如：Word Biblical Commentary, MacArthur’s Bible Study Library等等。 
4.  Bible Work：西方一些神学生使用。有多本圣经，也可以配加上其他字典和注释书。
二. 圣经字典/百科全书
《当代神学辞典》(校园)。中文神学辞典。
《当代圣经神学词典》(证主)。中文神学辞典。
NIDNTT：著名英文(原稿是德文)新约神学辞典。
NIDOTD：著名英文(原稿是德文)旧约神学辞典。
Anchor Bible Dictionary：著名英文圣经字典。
(英文的电子神学字典有许多，不详列。)

三. 注释书
「21世纪圣经新译」(New Bible Commentary)。包含所有66卷的注释。每卷注释都超过10万字以上。持福音派立场。对历史、文学有详细的解释，但是缺少学术性的注释。对一般的解释或准备查经足够。
「圣经注释-串珠」。由证主和中国神学研究院出版。66卷注释。一般的注解，含有许多历史、文学，甚至是神学的注解意见。
「新约书信读经讲义」。陈终道著作。21卷注解。比较实用，适合讲章大纲。
「每日圣经丛书」(Daily Study Bible)。对一般信徒或查经班有帮助。
「丁道尔圣经注释」(Tyndale Bible Commentary)。66卷(未出齐)。对历史、文学有详细的注解。适合查经班组长。
「中文圣经注释」。文艺出版。66卷(未出齐)。比较大纲式的注释。注释也比较历史和神学性。
「摩根解经丛书」。古典注释书。
Word Biblical Commentary：已出版60多卷。注释按历史、文本、结构进行。比较详细。在西方获得福音派支持。
Anchor Bible Commentary：天主教著名注释书。正在制作中，已陆续出版。
(英文的电子注释书有许多，不详列。)

四. 基督教著作 
「天赐灵粮」。365日灵修资料。
「每日与主同行」。365日灵修资料。
「倪柝声著述全集」。33本着作。
(英文比类电子产品有许多，不详列。知道Nicene Fathers, Gnostic Library, Mishnah, Dead Sea Scrolls, Greek Literature 300BC-300AD等已出版)  

其他：「教会办公室」。一般教会行政管理工具、表格等等。
    也请大家多到基督教的书店，或留意一些杂志的广告，不时有这类的光碟出售。一般的价钱并不贵，制作成本本来就很低，另外卖得便宜也免得被随意复制或盗版。
    最后我要说，电子书世代已来临，这类光碟产品将会越来越多，也渐渐的改变我们的阅读习惯。
4. 网页
    至2000年底，国际电脑网络(WWW)上的网站已超过二千万个。当然，每天有无数个会出现，也有无数个消灭。而“网页中的神”(God on the Net)已稍稍的出现，如今关于基督教资料的网页(Web-page)不下2000个。许多网页中有许多好资料，作为一位传道人如果好好利用这些资料，实在可以帮助我们的事奉工作更有果效。
    以下只介绍一些中文的网站。
www.ceis.org  基督教电子传播中心
www.baptistmedia.org  浸信会传播中心
www.almega.com  启创(电脑圣经工具)
(神学院)
www.cgst.edu  中国神学研究院
www.ces.org.tw  台湾中华福音神学院
www.abs.edu   建道神学院
www.echinabible.com  中华神学院
www.hkcmi.edu  牧职神学院
www.bchk.edu.hk  香港神学院
www.cuhk.edu.hk/religion/  崇基学院神学组
www.cbtc.org.hk  中国浸信会神学院
www.lts.edu   信义宗神学院
www.hkbts.org.hk  香港浸信会神学院
www.ceis.org/evangels  播道神学院
www.ifstm.org         短宣训练中心
www.globalbible.org  世界华文圣经学院
www.nytec.org  纽约神学教育中心
(差会)
www.febcchinese.org  远东扩播有限公司
www.omf.org.hk  香港海外基督使团
www.hkamcma.org.hk  宣道差会
www.sim.org.hk  国际事工差会
www.wec-int.org  环球福音差会
www.cemhk.org.hk  中华福音使命团
www.wycliffe.org.hk  威克理夫圣经翻译
www.om.org   世界福音动员会
(教会机构)
www.hkcccu.org.hk  香港华人基督教联会
www.hospitalchap.org.hk  医院院牧事工联会
www.renewal-resource.com.hk 更新资源机构
www.sobem.org  恩雨之声
www.hkacm.org  香港基督徒音乐协会
www.gcc.org.hk  福音传播中心
www.truth-light.org.hk  明光社
www.music2000.com.hk  音乐2000
www.redbeanmusic.com  红豆音乐
www.media.org.hk  影音使团有限公司
www.fes.org.hk  基督徒学生福音团契
www.aohk.org.hk  香港亚洲归主协会
www.cef.org.hk  万国儿基布道团
www.fes.org.hk  小羊中文诗歌网页
www.ceis.org/bible  港九培灵研经大会
www.hksu.org.hk  香港读经会
www.ee3.org.hk  香港三福
www.ywca.org.hk  香港基督教女青年会
www.bbhk.org.hk  香港基督少年军
www.worldvision.org.hk  香港世界宣明会
www.hkcs.org  香港基督教服务处
www.hkcc.org.hk  香港基督教协进会
www.spark.net.hk/cmvip 视障人士福音中心
www.wuoi.org  基督教互爱中心
www.hkief.org.hk  工业福音团契
www.cdcc.org.hk  大卫城文化中心
www.efcc.org.hk  播道会总会
www.blessed.org 福音桥
www.hkacm.org.hk 香港差传事工联会
www.fortunecity.com 满地可华人宣道会
www.ccmhk.org.hk    香港中信/中信月刊、中国教会地址
www.cccowe.org    华福
www.hkcrm.org.hk    香港教会更新运动
www.hkccc.org    香港学园传道会
www.cornerstone.org.hk   房角石协会
www.yfc.org.hk    香港青年归主协会
www.ibs.org.hk    国际圣经协会
www.ccea.org.tw    中华基督教协进会(台)
www.ccim.org    纲络基督使团/海外校园/生命季刊/道路/迦南诗
www.ccfellow.org    国际网络有限公司
www.share.com.cn     中国内地教会
www.sharehymns.org.hk    共享诗歌协会
www.chinesechurch.org    加拿大华人教会资源
www.baptist.org.hk    九龙城浸信会
(出版社/书店)
www.ccpublications.org      华人基督教出版资料
www.ucps.org.hk    基督教出版联会
www.goldlamp.org.hk    金灯台出版社
www.tiendao.org.hk    天道出版社
www.ccps.org.hk    基督教出版联会
www.cap.org.hk    宣道书局
www.weml.org    基督教天人出版社
www.excelmission.com    香港卓越书局
www.breakthrough.org.hk     突破出版社
www.logoslink.org.hk    基道出版社
www.ibs.org.hk    国际圣经协会
www.hkccl.org.hk    福音证主协会
www.elchk.org.hk    道声出版社/信义会
www.hkcclcltd.org    基督教文艺出版社
www.bappress.org    浸信会出版社
www.christianweekly.net     基督教周报
www.christiantimes.org.hk   时代论坛
www.hkbs.org.hk    香港圣经公会
www.oc.org     海外校园
www.truth-monthly.com      真理报。
www.christiantsifune.com.tw     基督教论坛报(台)
www.iscs.org.hk    道风山期刊
www.cchc.org    号角月报
www.cclife.org    生命季刊
www.soul-mate.com.hk    从心会社
www.christianitytoday.com   今日基督教杂志(英)
www.ccbookship.com    思书店
www.immanuelgifts.com    灵溢(记念品)

还有许多网站陆续出现。我建议各人时常把一些自己认为有用的网页抄在随身的笔记簿。
社会工具书、数据报告书籍/剪报
    统计学家古德(C. V. Good)说：「统计是研究各种事物或其特性所发生的次数和类别，并以此加以归纳和推论的一种科学。」可见统计数字可以帮助我们对某些事物的归纳和推论，藉此对某事物获得丰富的信息和意义。周联华指出：「统计数字是死的，从这死的统计资料却能看出活的事实。」 

社会科学工具书和数据书的收集
一些有用的社会数据工具有： 
一. 关于一个国家(例如：中国、香港、联合国/全世界)的年报。
二. 关于一个国家(特别是自己所居住的国家)的人口和社会普查报告书。
三. 关于世界宣教／教会的数据报告书。
四. 关于一个国家的教会的调查报告。
五. 一些大型会议的报告专集。
六. 一些关于社会各群体的专集或数据报告书。
剪报工作
    剪报是指把一些对讲道有用的资料或数据剪下来并用文件夹收藏好。剪报工作可以这样进行： 
一. 养成每天阅读报纸的时候，留心一些社会机构或政府发表的数据。
    二. 把这些报告数据剪下。分类收藏起来备用。
不要忘记，你的同学或老师们都有许多“好资料”，可以互相抄在磁碟内传递。
分类和寻找
一. 请遵照《杜威图书编号》手册分类。
二. 使用电脑收集(请注明各)。
三. 使用文件盒(有标贴注明)收集各讲义。

四. 设定编写讲章过程 
    
设定编写流程
    成为一个讲道者(牧者、传道人，或信徒领袖)，必须看重讲道的事奉，是神特别恩典和拣选使你可以站立讲台，成为衪话语的出口。这里有三样东西是必须确定的：写讲章的时间，写讲章的地点，资料中心、写讲章的步骤(流程)。
时间：习惯和适合的时间。这是说每一周(指那些时常/每周)要上台讲道的人，必须有每周的工作时间表，或是养成习惯，在每一周中定下一个编写讲章的时间。这里建议是每周一、四、五的早上。每一段的时间约三至四个小时。一些教会通常给与每篇讲章平均六个小时的时间。例子，有一位牧者，他每一周都要讲道。一般他一两个月前已知道题目。他星期一早上灵修祷告后，就有一段两三个小时的编写讲章时间。在这一段时间中，他会详细阅读和查考该段经文，也阅读一些有关的资料，然后把一些得着(重点、例证等等)先记录下来。下一段时间是在星期四早上。当然星期一和星期四之间，他也时常为讲章思考。在星期四早上，他会进一步的编写。这时他把整个讲章的大纲：题目、经文、引论、本论(各重点和例证)、结论写下来(或写在电脑中)。这段时间可能要三或四个小时。接下来，在星期五或星期六早上，他再次有一段编写讲章的时间，主要是为讲章作修饰和加添的工作。
地点：讲道者必须有自己工作的地点。这个工作地点是他习惯的工作空间，有编写讲章的工具、基本的参考书、材料、数据、剪报等等。这里是他可以安静工作的空间。所有的工具和资料都有系统的收藏好，可随时备用。这里提醒我们，我们的书房或办公室是否有足够的设备：圣经和神学工具书(或电子圣经工具和参考书)、注释书、数据报告书、开启网页的连线、剪报，各类档案等等，是随手可得的。
资料中心：有时讲道者在编写过程中遇到困难，特别是资料不齐全，因此必须到某个神学院的图书馆或基督教的资料中心寻找更多资料。这个图书馆或资料中心是你常去的，也习惯它们的编号系统和所收藏的资料。我相信，一位“认真”的讲道者，是一位常去图书馆和喜欢逛书店的人。
编写流程
    相信编写有一定特定的过程，只要讲道者习惯和捉得好，必然使工作顺利，也收到果效。以下流程可供参考。 

电脑文书处理及讲章的收集
    对于讲道者，电脑这电子工具最大的好处是帮助我们更有效的去编写、收集、查阅讲章。
文书处理    
    使用电脑文书处理这技术几乎是今日讲道者不可忽略和避免的装备。它大大的帮助讲道者编写讲章的效益。我要求各位同学，如果你过去不曾使用电脑来编写和收集讲章，请现在就开始使用电脑。可以购买一台电脑(最好是手提/笔记簿型电脑。电脑的价格在今天已经变成了一个必需品的价格，讲道者更加要好好学习和利用这电子工具。)学习一个中文输入法，练习熟练，时常使用电脑编写讲章。这工作和工具将会使你事半功倍。
要知道中文操作系统主要分成两个：一个以繁体字为主的C-WINDOWS系统(使用大五码中文字型)，另一个以简体字为主的P-WINDOWS系统(使用国标码中文字型)。如果你是时常到不同的国家去讲道，又要把讲章交给不同国家的教会打印/印刷出来，最好是准备好两个系统的档案备用。两个系统的档案可以使用「转码器」这些软件互相转换。
校对工作
    虽然讲章是属于个人的，但是最好还是校对一两次：免得有时在台上直接读出一两句时也把错字读出来，另外，一些教会也会把上一周的讲章摘录在下一周的周刊里，免得有错误出现。
校对工作可以用「眼睛」或「中文校稿软件」进行。校对包括句子的文法、是否通顺、意思是否清晰，修辞是否适当，各种名词、成语等是否正确，有否错字、别字、粗语，标点符号是否正确。或者，也借着校对，检查内容是否充实，资料是否可靠，论据是否有理等等工作。
中文校稿工作一直以来皆要求亲手亲眼的功夫，辛苦又不能百分百正确。中文校稿软件的发明就是想突破这个困局。校稿软件在几十秒内可以把全篇讲章(约3000至5000字)校对，把那些“怀疑不正确”和“认为有问题或错误”的文字、名词、句子指出来。准确性达到百分之九十以上。
讲章的收集
    盼望你可以把编写好的讲章各在电脑中收集齐全，以备随时使用。
    一般上，我会在硬碟中分出数个部份(directories)，例如：sermon1999、sermon2000、sermon2001，把1999年的讲章收集在sermon1999这部分内，把2000年的讲章收集sermon2000部分内等等，以此类推。
    为了安全的起见，最好把一份收藏在电脑的硬碟内，也用磁碟另外拷贝一份，也打印一份藏在档案夹内。

如何等候信息
    每一位牧者或传道人都有自己与神亲密的时间和已习惯的方法。还没有详细讨论这些方法之前，让我们先来认识何为“认识神”这原则。基督教神学肯定认识神有两个层次：
一. 理性的认识
　　理性的认识也分成两个途径：普遍的启示和特别的启示。
普遍的启示：普遍启示也称为自然启示。圣经不太强调这种启示法，但也不忽略。「神的事情，人所能知道的，原显明在人心里，因为神已经给他们显明。自从造天地以来，神的永能和神性是明显可知的，虽然眼不能见，但借着所造之物，就可以晓得，叫人无可推诿。」(罗1:19-21)因此有时，人可以从大自然界中认识神，或是揣摩神的存在和属性，但是并不能完全的认识神，或是与神发生个人的关系。另外，人的良心/是非之心也可以领受普遍的启示：「没有律法的外邦人...他们虽然没有律法，自己就是自己的律法。这是显出律法的功用刻在他们心里，他们是非之心同作同证，并且他们的思念互相较量，或以为是或为非。」(罗2:14-15)因此，有时人的良心会告诉他神是怎样的，神对人的道德有什么基本要求。再说一句，普遍的启示并不能带领人真正认识神，但有其价值。应用在讲道学方面，意思说，讲道者也可以从大自然界或社会道德律中来获得信息，或述说神的伟大。
    特别的启示：神在旧约借着先知把许多神的信息和旨意向人启示，在新约也借着一班使徒写下新约圣经让人明白神的特别启示，最后借着道成肉身的耶稣基督来向人启示那最完全的知识。基督的道成肉身是神显现的最高峰，也是启示中最完全透澈的启示。
    耶稣基督「本有神的形像」(腓2:6)，充分显明神(约1:1,18)，并且「神一切的丰盛，都有形有体的居住在基督里」(西2:9)。耶稣亲自门徒说：「你们若认识我，也就认识我的父；人看见了我，就是看见了父」(约14:7,9)。应用在讲道学方面，意思说，讲道者必须以这个特别启示作为获得信息的基础，也借着圣经去认识神的特别启示更多。圣经才是所有讲道资料和信息的基础和源头。
二. 经验／个人特殊的认识
圣经也强调个人亲身的认识或靠个人的遭遇去经历神(从中体验神的存和神的各种属性)。这也是旧约所预言的「那些日子以后，我与以色列家所立的约乃是这样。我要将我的律法放在他们里面，写在他们心上，我要作他们的神，他们要作我的子民...因为他们小至大都必认识我。」(来8:10-12)神也将以另一种形式与信徒同在「我要求父，父就另外赐给你们一位保惠师...这是真理的圣灵...你们却认识他，因他常与你们同在，也要在你们里面。」(约14:16-17)这真理的圣灵「要引导你们明白一切的真理」(约16:13)。
这些可以说是信徒个人亲身的“遇见神”的经验，在生活里面怎样一次又一次的去“遇见神”或看到神在自己身上的作为。个人可以时常经历神，是借着：1. 时常存敬畏神的态度来生活(箴2:5)。2. 时常醒觉圣灵的指导(弗1:17)，让圣灵在生命中工作。3. 时常追求明白神的旨意，求神喜悦(西1:9-10;约14:21-24)。4. 竭力追求成长(何6:3;来12:14;太5:8)。5. 凭信心经历神(伯42:5;林后1:8-11;彼前1:6-9)，让神的大能在生命中印证和显现。应用在讲道学方面，意思说，一位讲道者的个人属灵经验，或是与神交通的特别得着，虽然是一些主观的认识，但是却是有理性的认识或客观的启示作为基础。
如何等候信息？
    以上的讨论让我们肯定了两个获得信息的方法：借着圣经的知识(那些客观的圣经知识)、个人的主观属灵经验(不管是个人属灵生命的遭遇或是与神交通的特别得着)。我提出四个“等候”的方法：
1. 研究圣经。可从两方面去着手。第一，是讲道者过去长期以来对圣经的认识和掌握。掌握圣经是指解释圣经的能力。相信每一位讲道者曾受过神学的教育，在圣经方面曾接受系统的圣经和神学的操练，对解释圣经都有一定的基础。这个知识或是认识基础不是一朝一夕建立起来，而是长期的研究得来。第二，就是编写讲章过程中注释经文的看见。我们曾在释经学一个课程中学习这些注释步骤。  等候信息并不是什么神秘的事情。等候的第一个步骤就是对圣经和神学的认识有多少。有了一个好的圣经和神学基础，配合一个讲章题目，借着思考，自然会把这些圣经和神学资料渗入讲章，使讲章的信息更丰富。这种“渗入”不是死板的，当讲道者确定了讲章题目以后，就立刻开始，也借着注释过程，越来越多的看见和“渗入”。
2. 阅读。阅读是指针对一篇讲章阅读相关的资料，不管是书籍或是报纸杂志。例如：接到一个邀请，向一群研究科学的知识份子听众讲一篇布道性的讲章：「谁掌管明天」。因此阅读的资料可能是一些关于基督教和科学的书籍。从中“等候”信息。    我还是要说，阅读不是临时临急的，而是平时收集了对讲道有用的资料，要用时取出查考和阅读。
3. 安静思考/默想工作。以上我们曾讨论过，讲道者有一个编写讲章的过程/流程，其中要求讲道者作了初步的编写工作以后，最好停下一两天作思考，然后才为讲章修饰打印出来。在这安静思考可以是随意的，可以是针对讲章题目和内容作思考，也可以是为了有更好的例证而作思考。当然，安静时候有许多时间是为这篇讲章祷告，求神祝福，赐聪明智慧，给与更多的力量去传讲。安静思考时间是重要的，因为许多特别的看见或是突破是在这里获得。每一位讲道者必须有自己与神亲密交通的方法和习惯，在这段安静时间，可以从神那里获得亮光和得着，而这些得着不是一些神秘的知识，而是与圣经的教导，正统的神学相容的知识，或是说可以以圣经和正统神学对证，判为正确的。 

    以上第1和第2点可以说是客观的工作，第3点是主观的，但是每一个步骤都一样重要。以上这三个步骤也是「等候信息」的基本方法，不同的讲道者有不同的“等候信息”方法，或者他/她喜欢到公园去漫步思考，或者喜欢到图书馆去找灵感，或者喜欢禁食祷告，一起说明每个人有不同的方法，都可以使用。
题目(Title)
我们在「讲道学」的课程曾例明说讲章题目必须：要简短有力、要含蓄或具神秘感、够积极、要适合对像和场地、要有感召性，及要具宗教性。
    现在让我进一步看题目的收集(如何设计)、适应性(对象的需要、教会的节期)、有系统(编排有系统)这三个技巧。
题目的收集
    亚斯普里神学院的讲道学教授德笛马里(D. E. Demaray)说：「寻找讲章题目的秘诀就是浸淫在圣经的经文里。」  相信这是最好的方法，因为我们讲道就是要讲圣经的道理。只有以下步骤：要熟悉圣经，从经文中挑出兴趣的题目。
熟悉圣经是讲道者必然要掌握的技术。更重要的，是熟悉要用来讲道的那些经文。只有那些时常浸淫在圣经的讲道者才会自然必容易地获得圣经的题目。实在的说，圣经中有许多美丽的题目。例如：借着希伯来书，题目可以是「更尊贵的名字」(1:4)、「不要随流失去」(2:1)、「尊贵荣耀的冠冕」(2:9)、「同蒙天召的人」(3:1)、「另有一个安息」(4:9)、「永远得救的根源」(5:9)、「能吃干粮的信徒」(5:12)、「不必再立根基」(6:1)、「两件不更改的事」(6:18)、「更美之约的中保」(7:22;8:6)、「写在心上」(8:10)、「得永远的产业」(9:15)、「坦然进入圣所」(10:19)、「我们因着信」(11:3)、「看见那不能看见的」(11:27)、「世上的客旅」(11:13)、「更美的家乡」(11:16)、「围绕的云彩」(12:1)、「不能震动的国度」(12:28)、「出到营外去」(13:13)等等。相信只要你愿意钻研希伯来书，必定可以从经文中找到许多好题目。
    即使是神学性的讲章、布道性的讲章等等，圣经中也有许多好题目可以配合上，或设计出一些相关的题目。
题目的适应性
这里提醒讲道者，认识你的群羊的需要是设计讲道题目的一个重要工作。
一. 按实际需要决定题目。在牧养工作中，牧者对信徒的需要必定有清楚的看见。牧者应当好好分析信徒各方面的需要，按着次序，分粮给他们。我们建议牧者每一年都预留一些主日的讲道特别按着信徒的需要而讲。也提议外来讲员，当被请去某间教会讲道时，最好还没有定题目之前，先寻间清楚信徒/听众的情况和需要。
二. 按节期来设计题目：讲道者必须按着教会的节期，例如复活节、圣诞节、棕枝节、五旬节、母亲节、儿童节、改教纪念日等等节日或是教会的特殊日子，例如：教会周年记念、福音主日等等来设计讲章题目。
    当然，题目兴趣与否，那要看他对圣经有多熟悉了。
题目有系统
    这里的目的是说每一间教会的讲道都应当有一套的完整的系统。例如：以三年为期，分成不同的阶段(例如：每阶段七个主日，三年约二十个阶段)，设计讲道题目。详细讨论见第二课「如何为教会编排讲道系列」。
编写技巧(讲章的花园)
    这里希望各位同学学习建立「讲章的花园」(homiletical garden)。
    「讲章的花园」是由美国普林斯顿神学院实践神学教授帕拉物(Alan Blackwood)所提出，目的是要求讲道者时常有一本“笔记簿”(或是一个电子笔记簿)随身，随时把灵感或讲道用的资料收集起来。
    要怎样建立这「讲章的花园」呢？美国国会会牧哈佛生(Richard C. Halverson)说，他从帕拉物的「讲章的花园」学习到每个星期可以写两篇新的讲章。他买来一本笔记簿，给每篇讲章七页纸，在第一页的页头先写那个星期的日期、讲章题目、地点等等，然后留下前面的三页纸作为收集灵感资料用。这些“灵感页”随时可以填上经文、变通的例子、诗歌、对经文思考的得着、重点，或任何有关资料。不是这个星期才思考这个星期的讲章，而是同时和随时思考几个星期的讲章。他说：「我惊奇这个花园一直良好地成长。很多时候，讲章自动的从这个花园内结出来。」  
    我相信今天有更多的工具帮助我们建立更好的「讲章的花园」：电子记事簿、自己习惯用的注释本/启导本圣经、还有许多电子书籍或注释书等等，随时可以从电脑传去/下载去电子笔记簿。
引论(Introduction) 
古希腊著名的哲学家和演说家希哲罗(Cicero)说：「引论的功能是要引起兴趣(arouse interest)、确定支持(secure favor)、准备引领听众(prepare to lead)。」
    笛马里(D. E. Demaray) 参照这三个要素有详细的说明： 
1. 制造兴趣(creating interest)：这个步骤就是要小心的设计第一个句子。他说，要留心观看这个句子，以最美丽的文字写了再写，修改再修改，直至它清晰并可以制造兴趣。他继续说，前一两分钟听众会作一个重要的决定 – 到底要不要听下去。他更严厉的警告说：「听众要就是来听你讲道，不然他们就干粹不来了。」
2. 赢得信任(establishing rapport)：信任(rapport)是指听众对你的形像的信任或互相之间有良好关系。这个步骤就是要赢得信任(就如在辅导过程中赢得对方的同理心)，因此准备好让双方的头脑(思想)可以互相沟通。引论就是要制造这种良好的沟通，不管是使用幽默、或是例证、或是道具等等，目的是要使讲员和听众都觉得舒服，特别是面对许多陌生的听众。这时讲员必须尽所能吸引听众进入他的思想。我们不知道有什么最好的方法去得着这能力，但是友谊和热情是基本的元素。除了这两样东西，当然你的属灵气质(spirituality)也是重要的。让听众感觉得到你的属灵气质，因为听众是要来听神的话或真理的道。廿一世纪的人是活在一种多元的社会(多现象多媒体的动态社会)，人与人之间产生复杂的关系，信任是沟通的重要元素。讲道已不再是讲员站着直说道理的时代，听众要求讲员可以给他一种舒适的感觉以玫投他信任的一票继续听他讲下去。
3. 准备好被引导(prepare to be guided)：就如一个去旅行的人，准备好被带领去航行。准备好听众放下平日琐碎的事务，被讲员引导去思考属灵的事情是引论的功能之一。笛马里(D. E. Demaray)说：「诗歌，祷告，读经，都是对着讲道而选择。而引论却是讲道的第一步。」
接着笛马里(D. E. Demaray)也提出一些设计引论的方法。我在此只是简略而述。  
1. 宣读经文。虽然这是一个古老的方法，但是它是可以给听众一开始就知道要讲道的经文，免得一面听一面猜是那一段经文。当然，不一定要把整段经文读出来，有时只是选出几节特别针对讲章重点的经文读出来，把听众的注意投去那几节经文。
2. 引用经文的相关资料。这方法是说讲道使用的经文中有许多宝贵资料，只要详细和深入查考和注释，必然有许多会引兴趣的资料。如果讲员可以使用这些相关又兴趣的资料作为引论，将大大的提起听众的兴趣。例如：主耶稣写给老底加教会的信(启3:14-22)，引论中引述「不冷不热的水是因为老底加为一个火山区的城市，缺乏水源，必须从火山处用石头作成的水道引进食水，这些食水引进来时不冷不热，即使煮沸了以后，喝进口中，带着火山灰，真想吐出来。但是没有其他选择。藉此与经文的相关资料，指出不冷不热的信徒好像老底加的食水，真想被吐出去。
3. 引用例证方法。意思是说引用一个与讲道题目或讲章目的相关的例子作为引论。这样一开始就提起听众的兴趣。
4. 引用生活例子。引用一个大家熟悉或有同感的生活例子，把大家的注意力吸引过来，让听众知道这篇讲章是与他们的生活有关。
5. 提出讲章目的。一些复杂或牵涉范围比较大的题目，如果能在引论中先指明，让听众知道，免得一开始被题目迷惑。
6. 一两句有力的名言或经句。一些名言或是经句，特别是一些挑拨性的句子，的确会引起听众的惊奇。
7. 特别的聚会引用其相关资料。教会有许多宗教节期或是特别节日都有讲道，可以借着该节日的一个特别资料作为引论。当然，资料必须新鲜，因为一般的信徒对某些节日都相当熟悉了。例如：有一次在一个坟场的安葬礼拜的讲道，讲员的引论说：「每一个人，总有一次，会在这里邀请他的朋友到来守他的安息记念礼拜。如果他的朋友知道他的灵魂今天是在主的怀胞里，他们心里都会得着安慰。」
最后，笛马里(D. E. Demaray)说：「不要重复你的引论。」提醒我们每一个引论都要新鲜和有创意(fresh and creative)。
重点(Subject and object)
    英国著名的讲道者沈士德(W. E. Sangster)说：「每一篇讲章不只是要有一个中心内容，也要有一个目的：一个清晰的目的，是可以用几句话描述完成的目的。」  讲章的重点就是它的「内容」(subject)和「目的」(object)，这形成讲章的主要信息。
    斯托得指出：「讲道与讲课不同的主要一点在于讲道只要传达一个主要的信息。在讲课的时候，我们期待学生详细地作笔记，然后加以修改……[因此]讲师觉得可以自由漫谈，包罗广泛，甚至离开本题……讲道却与此大不相同……因为讲章所有的细节都给联络了起来，帮助他们了解信息，并感受它的能力。」  他继续说：「每一篇讲章都应该像望远镜一样，在视野中只有一个目标。」  
最后他提出要如何整理出主要信息的方法：1. 从经文中收集了许多零星的思想，它们像杂乱的草一样散在纸张上。2. 接着就是把这些杂乱的思想整理成形，特别是最能表达主要思想的形式。3. 无情地摒弃不适合的部分。他说：「我们默想的期间，也许想起无数可贵而闪烁智慧光芒的意念，并且尽责地记录下来。我们会很想把它们都包括在内。要抗拒这样的诱惑！不适合的资料会减弱讲章的效果。」 
    要如何使讲章的内容和目的更清晰呢？就是讲章要有好架构(structure)。希腊著名的哲学家和演说家希哲罗(Cicero)说：「这些不同的部分要连结起来，像堆砌石头围墙，以不同切面的石头堆砌起来，不必用水泥。」以下是摘录自笛马里(D. E. Demaray)教导设计讲章架构的方法：  
1. 整理出目的：就是以一句话就可完全形容讲章的目的。
2. 写下目的：亲自用一个观念(或概念)形容整篇讲章的内容和目的。
3. 确定各重点：你必须亲自编写出各重点，而这些重点是足够说明你的内容和目的。
4. 修饰各重点：意思是说这些重点是以对称和美丽的词句写出来，令听众容易记忆。 
5. 选择各种支持资料：景像式的文字、辩论／论据(arguments)、例子／例证。
6. 把所有资料排列成一个清晰的次序／架构。笛马里(D. E. Demaray)提出六个排序方式：1. 各重点是连成一个次序，或具逻辑性。2. 它们是平行的观念。3. 它们逐渐形成高潮。4. 它们有心理上的次序(令人逐渐觉得越来越舒服)。5. 它们的排列是具说服力的。6. 它们是互相连结成一个架构的。  

   笛马里(D. E. Demaray)最后提出一个秘诀：就是讲章的内容和目的可以在人头脑中变成一幅图画(the picture principle)。
结论(Conclusion)
    这里进一步的讨论如何使结论达到其最高目的，就是要把重点(内容和目的)的力量释放出来。
    好的结论是： 
1. 总结你的重点。目的是让听众觉得“已听完了，现在可以舒适地离开了”。
2. 指明如何行动。让听众认识到这篇讲章要求他如何去行出来。
3. 提出挑战性的教导。让听众有那些更高的目标(属灵的目标)可以去达到。
4. 有时借着一个例子说明得更清楚，让听众借着这例子继续嘴嚼当中的信息。
5. 和听众一起认同。就是和听众一起有同理心，一起觉得这个信息是讲员和听众都应该被教导的。 

    也有一些讲话是结论必须避免的：
1. 使用刚才的内容来责备听众。如果想借着刚才所讲的责备听众，听众就会觉得好像被愚弄了。应该让信息或是神的话语亲自去感动听众。如果听众中有自觉被信息责备的，也不是由讲道者对着他来指责。
2. 没有结论的讲章。亚斯普里神学院的讲道学教授笛马里(D. E. Demaray)说：「讲道最大的错误就是没有结论。」  他继续说，为讲章作结论最好像一位钢琴演奏家，在演奏将完最后一刻，忽然紧凑地来一个高潮，然后静止！这就是讲章的结论。
3. 提出新的资料。新的资料反而会引起迷乱。讲道就好像讲道者和听众来一个活的对话：思想对思考、问题要求答案、图像希望有回应，在结论时加入新资料，使对话不知所。
4. 太平常的结论。讲章结论要求一个高潮，太平常或是太平淡的讲话令听众在最后失去兴趣，或无精打采的离开会场。太平常的结论有重述重点、讲一些已讲过的话、讲一些大家都熟悉的东西、讲一些客套话等等。
 

五. 演讲技巧、讲台与我
还没有谈演讲技巧之前，让我们来确定两个项目：对象(听众)的确定、说服力。
对象的确定
    俗语说：「知己知彼，百战百胜」。认识你的听众，就可以赢得他们。一般的工作是在接受邀请后作听众调查。
听众调查(audience research)
七个问题         意料之外的问题
1. 有多少人出席听讲？ 
 “我没料到会有这么多人。”
“什么只有几位少年人到来。我的题目却是「如何处教会中的人事冲突」。”
 
2. 听众的背景是什么？
(教育水平、年龄阶段、男女比例、职业、不同的民族、语言) “哦，我不知道他们都是大学教授。”
“什么！是个监狱里的布道会。”
3. 听讲的理由(目的和期望)是什么？ “原来是个讨论会。”
“原来是个新教堂的献堂礼。”
4. 听众对题目的态度是什么？ “原来他们的教会过去发生这个神学争论，现在要我来作最后评判。”
5. 他们对主题熟悉多少？ “哦，原来他们过去都没有听过这样的东西。”
“哦，他们都是神学院的老师。”
6. 听众喜欢什么方式的演讲？ “原来是在一个戏院台上和一群艺人一起表演和演讲。”
“原来是有电视台来拍摄的。”
7. 听众对我了解多少？(为什么要邀请我？) “原来是要听一个特别的神学讲座。”
“原来我是一位临急补上的讲员。之前那位「大」讲员病了。”

说服力(希腊人和希伯来人的修辞技巧)
    古代的学院有一套说服技巧训练他们的学生。这门学问在古希腊称为修辞学(rhetoric)，而修辞学的功用就是要训练演讲技巧(oratory)，而演讲的目的就是要说服听众(the art of persuasion，亚里斯多德如此说)。
    最早期的修辞学是在古希腊的西西里和雅典流行(由Corax, 公元前460年，Gorgias，公元前427年)。后来的希腊智者们(Sophists)大量在高等学府教导修辞学。最早期的修辞学讲究词句的对仗和押韵。后来却讲究词句的清晰、深刻印象、美丽修辞、文字的纯洁。
后来亚里斯多德把修辞学发展至最高峰。把修辞学应用在三个方面：政治(oratory for politics)、法庭(oratory for the courts)、演讲(oratory for a show speech)。对亚里斯多德来说，修辞学有以下步骤：1. 先要从各题目中收集所有可能有的论据(arguments)。2. 分析听众的需要和心理来决定那些论据要用。演讲者必须认识不同的听众(老、幼、年轻)，而选择论据是为了可以引起忿怒、欣赏、差耻等等情绪。这时三段论法(syllogism)必须加入使用。3. 使用什么方式来表达。亚里斯多德认为清晰是最重要的关键，虽然隐喻(metaphors)和风格(figures of speech)可以在演讲中出现。 
亚里斯多德的修辞学后来被大大使用，也在罗马帝国中流行，例如：希色罗(Cicero, 公元前86-82)和昆帝连(Quantilian, 公元95年)的时代。修辞学这时已成为高等学府的必修科，栽培了许多演说家。这时的演讲学有一套固定的系统，分三个层面：修辞技巧、讲话的内容、演说的目的。
修辞技巧有五个：收集资料(invention)、编排资料(disposition)、写成文字(style/elocutio)、背记(memorizing)、表达(delivering)。这五个技巧都讲究文字的使用，特别注重如何设计美丽的句子。
讲话的内容也有五部分：引论(introduction, 为了赢得听众的兴趣)、申言(statement / thesis)、证明的论据(arguments to prove it)、反对的论据(refutation of contrary arguments)、结论(总结或是挑起听众的情绪)。
演说的目的分成两种类：1. 是一般性的呢(general, “一个人是否一定要结婚？”)或是特定的呢(particular, “小明是否一定要结婚？” )。2. 是演讲表演(demonstrative)，或是政治演讲(deliberative)，或是法庭辩论(legal)。
    昆帝连(Quantilian)认为修辞的形式(style of rhetoric，也就是把文字变成句子的技巧)讲究以下的要素：正确(correctness)、清晰(clarity)、美丽(elegance)、合适(appropriateness)。目的就是要：指导(to instruct)、造成激动(to move)、引起兴奋(to delight)。
    美丽句子的要素有：对仗(antithesis)、平行(parallelism of phrases)、重复(repetition of words)、押韵(rhythms of speech)、排列(order of words)、句子的联结(cohesion of sentences)。
三段论法(syllogism)
古希腊哲学家亚里斯多德(Aristotle)发明了逻辑学。逻辑学就把思想用来分析。思想被分析至最后一个元素时，就叫作「概念」(Idea)。当人的头脑把许多概念作比较与归纳以后(正常人的头脑是有分析和归纳的能力)，因此会把多个「概念」联合起来或分开，这叫「判断」(judgment)。例如：我说「这张桌子不漂亮」是一个「判断」。我可以这样判断是因为我把我现在脑子里对这张桌子的概念，与其他所认识的桌子联合起来作比较与归纳。「概念」作「判断」时，人也会守一些原则，例如：
            同一律  A  ＝ A
            矛盾律　-A ≠ A 
            排中律  A  ≠ ＜ -A
　　有了这些原则(思想律)，就可使我们的「判断」落实成真、假之分。从这里他发明了著名的「三段论法」(Syllogism)﹕ 
            A = B
            B = C
           ----------
            A = C  (以此推理下去，可以是更复杂的多段论法)

    在演讲中必须使用逻辑推理，把思想(你要谈的资料)分析和归纳出确定的「概念」，然后「判断」带出结果(所谓的“真理”)。这样才可以说服听众。
    例如：「试探」和「试炼」有什么分别呢？在原文它们是同一个字，peirasmos。原来是一字两义的字。如果从神的角度(积极的角度)看，它是「试炼」，为了使人落在「试验」中来操炼人的信心。如果从撒旦的角度(消极的角度)看，它是「试探」，为了使人落在「试验」中，引诱人跌倒犯罪。所以弟兄姐妹，我们都是神的儿女，落在「试验」中都要明白神是要「试炼」你，使你信心更坚强。
    今天，在西方，古代的演讲学也大量的被发掘并用来训练政治家、交际家、市场经理，还有讲道者。
文字的装备及文本-语言修辞学(text-linguistic)的发现
文字的装备
    从以上修辞学的认识，我们发现一个演讲者(或讲道者)最基本的装备就是文字的装备。无可否认，文学造诣高的讲道者，在讲道方面是比文学造诣差的讲道者更容易发挥讲道的技巧。
    如何把文字装备得更好呢？秘诀只有一个：看、读、写。
    看，就是多看书，不限制是看那一类的书。当然文学书籍在文字方面更讲究。讲道者不要说我是学理科的，素来不注重文学。讲道者不该有此借口。看书，永远不迟，现在就开始。
    读，就是常把好的句子读出声音来(或是收集起来，时常背诵)。是否记得在小学的时候，老师在课室里读一句，小学生们就跟着读一句。许多文字和句子都是借着课室的读出来而学到的。时常操练，久而久之，对多句子和文字就学过来了。讲道者也可以把一些好的讲章读出来，这样印象更深刻。不是说要“抄”足别人的讲章，而是借着读出更多的讲章，让自己习惯怎样编写出好的文辞和句子。读，也可以帮助我们讲话更流利。记得许多学语言的人，他们的秘诀就是把整本字典拿在手上时常背记。
    写，就是把讲章写出来。有些讲道者不喜欢把讲章全篇的写出来。当然这对许多熟练和文学造诣高的讲道者并不会造成什么问题。但是，如果你是一位没有经验，而文学造诣又差的讲道者，最好在讲道的初期把讲章写出来。虽然不是每一字都写出来，但最少也写百分之八十或九十。写，是唯一的方法可以使你的文学更快的进步。 

文本-语言修辞学(text-linguistic)的发现
    符号结构主义(structuralism)是把意义的探究转移到“文本”(摆在人面前的文件)去。盼望经过分析文本中的文字(修辞)之间组成的关系，然后从这些关系中找出文本的意义。
　　符号结构主义的理论如下：语言学家索绪尔(F.Saussure)，也是结构主义之父，首先他把语言(也就是文本中的文字)分成“语言”(langua)(按文法及修辞系统所写成的文本)和“谈话”(parole)(就是由文字而出的信息)。
    　　　语言(文本)  <------->  谈话(信息)　　
    再按着语言中的“二元论”(binary theory)把“谈话”中的文字分成“符号”(signs/codes)。认为在“谈话”中，每个文字都包含两个/双重的“符号”；称为“意指”(signifier，外在的意义)和“所指”(signified，内在的含意)。例如：鲁迅所著<阿Q正传>中的“阿Q”，外在的意义(“阿Q”的意指)只是故事中的一位人物，内在的含意(“阿Q”这符号的所指)却超越出这人物而是指所有在社会受压迫的人。
                       意指(一般文字的含意)
     谈话(信息)   
                        所指(真正文本的含意)

    可见“意指”和“所指”的关系是“不定性”的(arbitrary)。每一个“符号”的意义皆
由文本中找到，也受文本中的是关系所组成的系统来决定。 
后来，保罗．利科尔(P. Ricoeur)提出认为“言谈”(discourse)和“叙述”(narrative)之间起着重要作用关系，并在此基础上探究“意识形态”在人类行为中的地位。他认为“文本”(text)是由文字固定下来的言谈。这“文本”不仅仅是人与人之间互相交往的一种特殊场所；它也是在交往中“间隔”(在距离中)的“范例”(换句话说，媒介)。正因为这样，“文本”所揭示的，乃是人类经验历史性的基本性质 --- 因此，文本是在间隔中，并通过间隔本身而完成的一种交往和沟通。从我们这个时代较近的“文本”到较远的“文本”，实际上是把现时的人类同以往的人类相联系，并从而实现两者的“对话”。利科尔也承认“意识形态”所起的作用。不过提出意识形态也具有间隔的功能，并且它也在特定时期之外成为一种长久的精神力量。例如：历史人物如希特拉，拿破仑，毛泽东等，虽然离开了人世，但他们所创造的“意识形态”可以在社会记忆中储存下来，并在历的“间隔”的时间中保存其自身的力量。一旦些意识形态得到新的“解释”，就会像火山爆发一样重新发挥其作用。
    另外，二十世纪尾在欧美流行起语言修辞学(Text-linguistic / discourse analysis)，卡特里(G. H. Guthrie)定义语言修辞学的目的是：「留意文字之间(语言)的相互关系，或者分析不同的文字是如何连结起来成为一个和谐的文本并达到传播的果效。」  这些文字之间的相互关系就是借着文字的声音、字意、文法、句子、段落来形成。卡特里进一步说：「语言修辞学的好处是按着语言的特性去分析一个文本，找出这文本如何成为一个传播的媒介。它注重分析文学的器具(literary devices)、风格(genres)、每一个部分的修辞(semantic cohesion of individual sections)、每一小部分的组成元素(the roles of subsections of materials)，和整个文本的言谈/信息(the overall development of the discourse)。」 
卡特里为一个文本列出了许多语言修辞学的元素：「段落」是基本的修辞结合。这些「大段落」常有「引论」和「结论」。「小段落」是一些加插于「大段落」之间的文本单元(unit of text)。  卡特里更为一个文本提出一些修辞的元素：申言(announcement of subject)、引论和结论(inclusions)、连接的字词(hook-words)、钥字(key words)、重段落(overlapping constituents)、平行引论(parallel introductions)、连接段落(intermediary transitions)、平衡修辞(symmetrical arrangements)。  
以上两个发现大大的改变了今天的修辞学(或演讲学)。也提醒了编写讲章和讲道必须掌握文本和语言修辞学的技巧。就是：
    1. 针对文本，并留意当中的“谈话”(文字的使用=信息)的“意指”和“所指”。这不只是要留意所选用来讲道的经文(文本)中一些文字的“意指”和“所指”，也利用这技巧设计一个文本(就是你的讲章)，并把所多“所指”意义释放出来。这些“所指”意义才是讲道者的信息，真正的冲击着听众的思想。即使听众离开了会场以后，这些“所指”仍然含着“间隔”的力量，随时(当听众思想时)释放出力量。
    2. 使用语言修辞学的技巧，为讲章(文本)加入许多修辞的元素，设计出讲章的结构。  使整个讲章结出“和谐”的结构，达到传播的真正果效。 

演讲技巧
    以下是综合两位著名的演讲学大师，卡耐基(Andrew Carnegie)和保罗．麦吉(Paul McGee)列出十二个现代的演讲技巧。 

1. 精神准备和热诚 
    演讲前的「惧怕」多数是由许多「假想」和「准备不足」引起的。这些「惧怕」是演讲的致命伤，必须克服或胜过。演讲大师提出以下方法去克服：1. 不得不由你讲的心理准备(必须确定这个演讲是必须由你而讲，是一个难得的演讲机会。对讲道者而论，你是神话语的出口，是真理的传播者)。2. 想象成功。3. 准备充足(包括在家里试讲)。4. 听众调查(认识听众更多)。 
另外，就是热诚的形像。有这样的说话：「温雅可化敌为友、谦逊可使别人愉悦、热诚可感染听众。」抱着一个热诚或是真诚的态度去感染听众。
   有一次，在哥伦比亚大学一次的演讲比赛中，有三位讲员。其中两位尽力只为了赢得奖章，他们选择的题目是可滔滔不绝讲述的那种。他们一连串的演讲只是表达艺术的练习而已。第三位讲员是一位非洲来的学生。他没有高超的演讲技术，语言也不是太通顺，但是他以一种深沉的声音讲述他的国家，听众借着他的讲话被对自己国家那种的热诚感染了。最后胜出的是这位大家不看好的非洲学生。
   在演讲中，借着你的声音、动作、笑容、仪表、眼光的接触、对听众的尊重，去表达你的热熟。另外，古代的演讲家在演讲前都会养足精神才上台演讲，这样脸上更能显出光彩。  

2. 听众调查。(见以上「对象的确定」)
3. 控制论据和数据
    每个演讲都讲究论据(arguments)。也是论据才可以说服人，让听众愿意听下去。论据讲究以下的要素：有次序的排列、逐步提出问题和解决(赞成和反对的理由)方法、容易记忆的论据标题、解释清楚。
另外，统计数字是论据的“最好帮手”。我们之前曾说过，统计数字(statistic)可以帮助我们对某些事物的归纳和推论，藉此说服听众。今天的推销员都有专门的训练，不外要求他们对自己要推销的产品有：统计数字或调查结果、专家的证言、名人的引言、媒体文件、日常生活例子。今天你可能会现在市场上有许多“不是太需要”的产品却卖得家闻户晓，原因只有一个：曾用许多数据说服了大众的消费者。
4. 充足的准备
    无可否认，成功的演讲或是讲章都是经过精心设计而成的。古希腊的学校用了许多时间来训练和装备一位演说家(为了参与政治、哲学演讲、法庭的使用)。犹太人的文士也是经过多年的学习才可以成为教师。这些都是长年累月的装备，只为了要塑造一位演讲家。
    
5. 提出建议
   这个技巧是使用迂回的路线达到同样的结果。就是说先把自己的意见放下来，避免和对方的意见冲突，提出更好的建议，迫使对方重新思考(或迷惑)，达到你原本要达到的结果。例如：卖家具的人看到顾客犹疑不决，不知该选购方桌子还是圆桌子好。如果这时推销员向顾客分析圆桌子和方桌子的优点，可能顾客会什么都不买了。碰到这种情况，应该对顾客说：「按照你的饭厅的设计，我认为还是买圆桌子比较适合。摆在那里，将会……。」
    这样的技巧特别适用于一些争论性的题目。今天的世界是一个知识爆炸的时代，也是一个多元化的时代，不同的人对许多课题都含有不同的意见。只要讲员先收集好各不同的“意见”，在演讲中不要立刻强迫听众接纳你预定的结论，反而先退一步，提出建议，然后说明，相信听众比较容易被说服。
6. 合适的仪表和穿着
    圣经教导说不可以「以貌取人。」(雅4:)。按上下文，我们发现这是雅各指责当时在教会中一些极端的例子：把教会某些坐位留给富有人，而穷人只能坐在不当眼处。我们这里所说是一位现代的讲道者的基本仪表和穿着。仪表在现今的社会是礼貌的一部份。
    心理学家作过调查，指出我们与首次相遇的人见面，给对方的印象有百分之九十是在一开始的四分钟里形成的。这些印象是在潜意识情况下形成不同的看法。站出来演讲的人，面对许多听众，特别是陌生的听众，仪表和形象是不可忽视的。
古希腊的演讲家都有一套服装，代表了知识、身份、专业。犹太人的拉比或文士也有特别的穿著。今天的推销员、保险业推销员、银行职员、律师、医生、法官、证卷业人仕、牧师、专业人仕等等常有自己的服装，说明他们的知识、身份、专业性质，吸引听众的注意力和在仪表上先说服人。可见制服或穿着本身是会“说话”的。
    传道人，牧师，或讲道者不要忘记有合适的仪表和穿着。当然，这个仪表和穿着是那个群体可以接受的。讲道者必须去学习和认识，特别是一些时常要到不同的国家和民族去讲道的讲员。
    以下是一些检查仪表的问题：1. 我穿上这身衣服到底是怎么样的？2. 我通过这衣服要突出什么形象呢？(穿戴这衣服感觉良好吗？)3. 我看上去穿戴整洁吗？头发需要修剪一下吗？4. 我的仪表和穿着是这些听众的社会接受的吗？  

7. 美好的身体语言
    美国一位教授在1968年进行人际间面对面的交流调查，只有7%的交流效果是通过使用语言取得的，使使用讲话的语气占交流效果的38%，而身体语言则占了交流效果的55%。身体语言是指我们的脖子以下部分的动作，包括面部的表情、眼晴的转动、头部的移动、手和臂的动作、肩和身体的走动、脚的移动。使用身体语言的秘诀是必须记得使用，但顺其自然。
8. 美好的声调
    听道就是要来听你讲道。没有美好的声音，即使有好的讲章也无用。
    演讲术找到以下是一些引起声调问题的情况：1. 没有及早准备是否需要一扩音系统。一般来说，对着五十以上的听众似乎需要有麦克风(除非聚会的地方很安静)。2. 演讲时喊着嗓子，或扯喉咙讲话。这时的声音是硬的。3. 平板单一的声调。4. 哝哝噫噫的声音。特别是演讲者对某件事情没有信心，不敢面对听众时。这时嘴吧不敢张开，试图以哝哝噫噫的声音避开。5. 发音错误(读错字)。6. 逐渐消失。特别在句子末尾渐渐失去音量。7. 做作的声调。演讲者突然使用了一种截然不同的讲话风格或声调。7. 不平常的停顿。特别是演讲前饮食过度。
    以下是演讲学提出来一些美好声调的技巧：1. 学会变化讲话的频率。控制可以放慢或加快语调。遇到重点或要强周某个句子，加快语调。遇到细微的描述或刚讲完重点，放慢语调。2. 掌握太小声音。遇到激烈的形容，放大声音。遇到伤心的形容，放小声音。3. 习惯使用沉默。沉默是指“戏剧性的停顿”，在一个重点讲完以后，然后稍为停顿再讲另一个重点。德国的希特勒就是一位会使用沉默煽动听众情绪的政治家。4. 与你的听众交谈。杰出的演讲者都有本领让你觉得他们在和你私下交谈，即使是向着一大群听众。使用谈话式的风格，使用一听就懂的日常语言。5. 尊重你的声音。好的声音是需要时常保养的。许多新闻报告员或是歌星都会好好保养自己的声音，讲道者也当尊重自己的声音。　 
我们建议你可以把自己的讲道用录音机或录象机录下来，留意有那些缺点并一一克服改进。
9. 美好的影响
    常有这么样的一个感叹，大多数人听完演讲的几天后，都会把内容忘掉了。因此，必须针对这样一个弱点来使你的演讲更能留给听更深刻的印象。以下是一些提议：1. 可能听众不会记住你说了些什么，但是他们会记住你留给他们的感受。留给别人最好的方法就是演讲时有一种满腔的热情。热情可以传染，而热情洋溢的演讲更会为内容增添光彩。2. 使用幽默。这会留给听众更深刻的印象。3. 使用首具。看见具体化的东西更容易留在记忆里。4. 使用重复。保罗说：「谁能使我们与基督的爱隔绝呢？难道是患难么、是困苦么、是逼迫么、是饿饥么、是赤身露体么、是危险么、是刀剑么…。」(罗8:35)5. 使用景像式的比喻。6. 将你的内容具体化。也就是使内容更突显出一个清楚的架构。7. 召唤听众行动起来。也就是说，如果在结论是可以提出挑战或具体行动的方法，特别是针对平日生活的。  

10. 留人回味的结尾
    若要留给听众深刻印象的演说，最重要的一环就是结尾。卡耐基说：「开始(引论)和结束(结论)对任何演说来说，是最不容易有成熟表现的部分。」  他继续说：「在演说中的哪些部分最有可能显示你是个缺乏经验的新手或是演说专家？那就是开头和结尾……结尾是一场演说中最具战略性的一点。当一个演说者退席后，他最后所说的几句话，犹在耳边回响，这些话将被保持最长久的记忆。“余音绕梁”即是如此。不过，一般初学演说的人，很少会注意到这里面的重要性。他们的结尾经常令人感到平淡无奇。」  
    以下是一些比较实用的方法如何设计演讲的结尾：(我在此详细列出)

一. 要总结你的观点
    不可小看即使短短十分钟的演说的内容，当中已述说了许多观念。一般的讲员以为听众的头脑对已讲的东西很清晰，其实并不是。对讲员来说，他自己可能对内容很清晰，但是大部分的听众并不一定对所讲过的内容很清晰。一个十分钟的演讲，以中文字来计算，已超过了一千六百字(一般的中文演讲是一分钟约讲一百六十至一百八十个字)。如果一篇三十分钟的讲道，那所讲的东西已达五千字或更多。其中的观念已堆积了许多，听众是一面听一面思考(吸收消化)，有许多听众对听过来的东西是没有时间组织成有次序或具体的概念。讲员就如向听众丢了一把弹珠，有的可能落在听众身上，但绝大部分则零散地落在地上。听众只能“记住一大堆事情，但没有一样能够记得很清楚”。
把演讲的内容在结尾时总结不愧是一个很好的演讲技巧，这不只可以让听众得到一个完整又具体的内容，也让他们“满足”(对听过的内容获得逻辑思维的满意不致混乱)地离开。
当然，结尾并不只是把内容的重点再说一次，最好是以另一种形式把同样的内容述说一次。例如：启3:14-22「当买火炼的金子」这讲章。结尾时可以说：「我们的结论是什么呢？主耶稣在22节提醒当时的老底加的信徒，说“有耳的就应当听！”我们应当听些什么呢？记得，第一，有三个现象，就是“不要作不冷不热的信徒、“不要在财富上富足而灵命却贫穷”、“不要在道德上败坏却看不见”。第二，要买三样东西，“要买火炼的金子就是要有坚强的信心”、要买白衣穿上过圣洁的生活“、“要买眼药水时时以圣经的教导分办世界”。第三，有三件要作的事，就是“要时常打开心门与神祷告交通”、“要对属灵的事情发热心时常事奉主”、“要在犯错时随时悔改”。
二. 要求听众采取行动
    通常听完一个三十分钟的演说，听众头脑中得着的只是一些观念或理论，不知如何付之行动。如果讲员可以提出一些具体或可以立刻实践的行动其收到的效果将是即时的。听众受到信息的熏陶，而讲员又可以即时的告诉他们一些具体的行动，将会有良好的反应。许多军队在出阵前，将领会给以一些激励和即时付诸行动的目标，其效果(士气)会持续下去。
讲道也可以使用这个方法。例如：一篇宣教式的讲章：「胸怀普世」(太9:35-38;28:16-20)，结尾可以是这样：「既然我们知道了这些福音的需要，我们必须先在自己的家乡地区，然后渐渐的向地极去传福音，这里有一个方法，也是我们该走的第一步，就是学习传福音的技巧。由下个星期日开始，连续三个星期日下午二时正都有“个人布道法训练班”。请大家报名参加学习。」另外一个例子，一篇布道式的讲章：「谁掌管明天」(徒17:16-32)可以这样结尾：「各位朋友，相信你们当中有一些人听完这些信息，心中有感动的。我要说，人生有时难得有安静的机会可以静下来听道理，特别是圣经的道理。过去已经有千万的人，包括各种的人，凡夫俗子、清贫高贵者、有学问或无学问的，都被圣经的道理感动而作出反应。我现在想在这里要求大家作一个反应。如果现在你心中有感动，不要压制这个感动，它不只是一篇信息感动你，而是圣经的道理才会真正感动心的心灵，是圣灵在人心中工作才会有这样的感动。你可以向神作出一个简单的，掌管宇宙的真神看得见你的心，你这个时刻可以举一举手向神作出回应，表示你愿从这个时刻开始，接受衪，以后重新寻求认识衪更多。有这样回应的人……。」这是要求听众采行动的结尾。立刻让听众知道要怎样作具体的行动。
三. 简洁而真诚的结语
    我们在演讲技巧中曾说过，一个讲员的热诚或是显出其真诚是可以吸引人的。当然，我们还是要好好控制使用“我”太多或太重个人情绪。许多政治演说家，在演说中一直显出其热诚，常激言急语，然后在结束时以自己的真诚作为结束，希望嬴得听众的信任，投其一票。
    保罗在总督非斯都面前的辩论也是以他的真诚感动听众：「亚基帕王啊，我故此没有违背那从天上来的异象。先在大马色……。」(徒26:19-27)

四. 幽默的结语
    适当的幽默可使听众带着愉快的心情离开，这可增加听众对演说的记忆。
    例如：一位讲员的讲章是「同心合一的教会」(弗4:1-16)。内容有三个：1. 合而为一的心(4:1-3)、2. 正统的信仰(4:4-6)、3. 是有长进的教会(4:8-15)。结束时讲员鼓励听众说：「教会有时难免会有问题，因为信徒还是有血有肉的人，是会有软弱。信徒之间也会发生摩擦，只要记得在基督里合为一的教导必然可以避免分裂。有一句话说，世界上那里有完美的教会。如果你找得到的话，也不要去，因为你去了以后她就会变成不完美了。我们都是不完美的人，只有在基督里时常更新的人才是基督徒。」
五. 以一首名人诗句作结束
    如果你能找到合适的短句或诗句作为结尾，那也将会收到良好的效果。诗句可以表达山你独特的风味，产生美好的感觉。例如：世界扶轮社社长哈里．劳德先生在结束他的演说：「各位回国以后，你们之中某些人会寄给我一张明信片。如果你不寄给我，我也会寄给你。你们一眼就看出那是我寄去的，因为那上面没有贴上邮票。但是我会在上面写着这个诗歌：『春去夏来，秋去冬来，万物欣荣都有它的道理。但有一件东西永远如朝露一般清新，那就是我对你们永远不变的爱意和感情。』我们的孩子正需要你们这样的祝福。」   
    对于讲道者来说，引用一些著名神学家或是圣诗句子作结束也会收到同样的效果。
六.  引用圣经经文
摘录圣经的经文作为结尾通常有很大的效果。有时连不是教会的演说也引用圣经经文，一样收到良好效果。例如：有一次美国的财经专家范德利普结束他的“盟国对美国的债务”演说：「如果我们坚持按照条文索还债款，我们可能将永远收不回这些债款。如果我们自私地坚持作这项要求，我们收回的将是仇恨，而不是现款……耶稣说“施比受的更为有福”。」 
有一次彼得站在犹太人大公会面前，大胆的讲道，最后引用经文说：「……他是『你们匠人所弃的石头，已成了房角的头块石头。』……我们可以靠着他得救。」(徒4:11-12)似乎这样的引用也说服了当时的犹太人。
圣经中有许多美丽感人的经句，如果用得合适，就如「一句话说得合宜，就如金苹果在银网子里」(箴25:11)，令听者离开现场后，乃回味无穷。盼望讲道者都熟悉这些美丽的经句。 

七.  使结尾达到高潮
激发高潮是很普遍的结束方法。这方法很难控制得好，但是如果处理得当，不愧是收效极大的方法。演说的内容逐步向上发展，在结尾时达到高峰，句子的力量也愈来愈强烈，然后突然停下来。林肯在一次有关尼加拉洼大瀑布的演说中，运用这种方法。他每一个比喻比前一个比喻更为强烈：「这使我们回忆起过去。当哥伦布首次发现这个大陆，当基督在十字架上受苦，当摩西领导以色列人过红海，当……今天它仍和一万年以前一样声势浩大。」
    查考圣经中一些讲章，我们可见到一些例子。彼得的讲道：「……故此，以色列全家当确实的知道，你们钉在十字架上的这位耶稣，神已经立他为主为基督了。」藉用一个「故此」，然后加上激烈的语气，讲到最后突然间停下来。这样的“冲击”(impact)效果极大。
八. 引用一个例子作为结束
    例子／比喻好像一幅图画，使人更容易记忆。令人想起例子就想起讲员的信息。
    耶稣在一个比较长的“登山宝训”演说中引用一个例子作结束：「所以，凡听见这话就去行的，好比一个聪明人，把房子盖在盘石上……。」这样一个合适的例子，不只挑战听众要作聪明人，也使听众在离开后借着思考这个比喻想起刚才所讲的话。
    卡耐基说：「结尾必须事先计划好，这样不只可以使你专心于把内容说出，也可以使你把演说的压力舒解了。“计划好”可以是把结尾全部写下来，甚至把结尾的一字一句背下来。」 

六. 再谈例子(佐证)：搜集和转化
    我们在「讲道法」这课程中说明例证的重要性(像一个“窗口”让光透进屋子/讲章，或让空气呼出讲章/屋子)，也指明例证的三大功能，就是它必须“引起兴趣”、“解明深奥真理”、“使内容更充实”。
    在「讲道法」课程中也提出如何寻找例证的方法，有：由圣经中取材料、由自然界中取材料、由历史故事中取材料、由科学知识中取材料、由文学中取材料、由个人信仰经验中取材料、由讲道者编写或想象中取材、由一般故事或格言专集中取材。
    虽然以上提出许多寻找的方法，但是，讲道者还是时常感叹例证难找。即使找到，许多也不适用。要解决这个困难，最好的方法是平时多搜集和转化。
搜集(collection)和转化(transforming)
这里就是要说明如何找到合适又兴趣的例证、如何把收集回来的旧例证变通转化成为合用的例证。曾霖芳牧师曾这样形容：「讲道有点像入厨做菜，如果懂得用各种材料，用心烹调，就会达到色香味俱全的境界。」  当然，一个大厨可以煮出更多出色的好菜，是因为藉用一般的材料，使出更多的变化(或转化)，做出更佳的菜。作为一位讲道者也是同样的道理，把收集回来的村料，稍作思考，然后变化出更好的信息。
一. 从圣经找材料和转化：从圣经找材料当然除了从整本圣经寻找，还是针对讲道使用的经文寻找。今天有许多参考和注释书，针对每一段经文深入的分析其中的历史背景、人物、风俗等等。讲道者必须熟悉这些资料，并把它转化当着例证使用。
从圣经中寻找材料分两个方面：经文本身的含意、经文的历史背景。
收集和转化经文本身的含意成为例证，例如：「圣灵所结的果子就是仁爱……忍耐…。」(加5:22-23)可以想象，在一颗树上，结着不同的果子，有仁爱、忍耐、节制、和平……九种那么多。「设筵满屋，大家相争；不如有块干饼，大家相安。」(箴17:1)可见在教会中或在家中各人和气相处不在乎丰富。
而且圣经中本身也有许多例子：「你们应当彼此相爱」(约一3:11)提出一个正面和一个反面的例子去说明这行为。一. 反面：「不可像该隐；他是属那恶者，杀了他的兄弟」(3:12)。信徒不可学像那憎恨杀人者该隐，该隐的行为是属于那恶者－撒旦魔鬼－的行为，因为魔鬼起初是杀人的(约8:44)。憎恨的确为人类带来了许多罪恶。今日社会中许多骂架、打斗、谋杀皆由恨而起。要彼此确实相爱就必须除去憎恨。二. 正面：彼此相爱必须有所行动。「小子们哪，我们相爱，不要只在言语和舌头上，总要在行为和诚实上。」(3:18)挂在口边空讲的相爱不只不能有任何作为，反而推毁了基督所指的爱。真正相爱是要以具体的行动来表达。如何以具体的行动来表达相爱呢？「凡有世上财物的，看见弟兄穷乏，却塞住怜恤的心，爱神的心怎能存在他里面呢？」(3:17)作者提出了一个简而易明的相爱例子。在当时物质缺乏的社会这行动是有需要的，有余的帮助缺乏的人。今天我们或者活在一个物质充俗的社会，但是在其他方面，例如伤残老弱者、病痛沮丧者、自然灾害引致的穷困者、被压迫失散者等等，皆需要我们以具体的相爱行动来表达。不管社会如何富裕，弟兄姐妹之间仍大有人在是缺乏的，极需我们以行动去帮助他们。这样的行动就是一个标志，让别人看出我们是基督徒。这具体行动的爱也反映了他是爱神的人。
收集和转化经文的历史背景材料成为例证，例如：老底加的水不冷不热是因为从城市后面火山区使用水道引进城的水不冷不热，并且含有一些火山灰，喝进口里，真想吐出来，就如主基督面对一些不冷不热的信徒一样(启3:14-22)。例如：为什么尼哥底母会在晚上到来找耶稣呢？相信其中一个原因是因为他怕别的犹太人看见他如此尊贵的身份却要去向别人请教，另外的原因是因为犹太拉比谈论一个题目，如果没有答案或结论，即使晚上还要继续深入讨论方休。
    我劝讲道者平时多留意经文，也看一些关于圣经历史背景和考古的书籍。然后，在挑选讲道的经文后，必须针对该段经文的许多历史背景、文化习俗、风情人物、作者的目的等等材料收集好，从中寻找有趣和适用的材料，给与转化成为适用的例证。
    我们相信，转化圣经的经文和历史背景的材料成为例证，这些例证是最好的，也直接的帮助听道的人。
二. 从自然界中找材料和转化成比喻：大自然界是由神所创造，它述说神的荣耀和伟大，给人许多启示。我们就活在这大自然界中，每一天与它系系相关。这提醒讲道者要养成一种习惯，时常细心留意去感觉大自然现像，把其中的材料变通转化成讲道的例子，作为真理的出口。查看圣经中许多先知，还有主耶稣基督也转化许多大自然界的现像作为讲道的例证。
    例如：耶稣借用大自然界中的风来讲述圣灵的工作(约3:3-8)。当尼哥底母问重生/水和灵生的事如何发生。耶稣借用另一个含有双重意义的字(称为「双关语」)来解释；「风随意吹……灵生的也是如此。」因为希伯来文RUAH(灵)这一个字含有两个意思：灵及风。耶稣目的是要借用风这现像说明灵生或重生的发生好像风一样，令人捉摸不定，也意料不到。
三. 从生活中找材料和转化：同样，一般生活中有许多事情和遭遇皆可以转化成为有用的讲道例证。当然，这些例证可能大主观或是个人化了。因此必须转化，成为大众可接受的例证。即使是自己的遭遇，只要稍为“避重就轻”，可以说「我认识一个人…」、「有一位先生…」、「好几年前，有一件这样的事情…」、「我知道这样一件事…」等等，开始讲述例证。
    例如：先知拿单向大卫的讲道(撒下12:1-13)。大卫作王，安逸败坏，骗取别人妻子，设计谋害其夫。当时许多人怀疑，但大卫是王帝，不敢指责。当时的先知拿单只好以一篇转化了的生活事件，指责大卫，使大卫悔改。先知的信息好简单：a. 有一个富户强夺穷人的羊羔。b. 要求大卫王按公义审判这事。c. 指出大卫王所作所为如同那强夺穷人羊羔者。接着，先知趁此指责大卫必会遭上帝的审罚。后来大卫悔改。
四. 从你所专长的知识找材料和转化成为你独有的例证：每个人都有自己的独特背景，不管你是电脑专家或是家庭主妇，只要你细心思考，当中必有许多有趣的例子，只要你肯转化。例如：有没有认识装在电脑母盘中的执行系统呢？当装上电脑主机以后，只要把其他的软件放入去，就自然会操作。神的爱也一样，只要一个信徒有神的爱，当遇到不同样的人，都会自然而然的去爱他。
七. 讲章的评估：最后的核查、评估表和应用
    讲章的评估分两个层次：讲道前自己对讲章的评估，讲道后的评估。两个层次都一样重要。
讲道前的评估
    讲道前的评估是属于自己的工作。目的是要在上台之前或出门去讲道之前作一个检查工作。一般有以下的项目。
讲章： 1. 讲章有否打印出来了／写得清楚？
  2. 是否记得当中的经文、引论、重点、结论、例证、数据？ 
  3. 有什么特别的演讲方式、手势必须留意的吗？
  4. 你觉得这篇讲章有那些缺点／弱点？(是否要作最后的修改)
演讲： 5. 要去的地点是否正确、清楚怎样去？
  6. 听众调查好了吗？(多少人、背景、期望、演讲方式等等)
  7. 那里的设备足够吗？(讲台、麦克风) 
     8. 要使用的经文是否用书签夹好？
  9. 要使用的道具是否准备带齐？ 
  10. 要穿的衣服是否准备齐全？
  11. 我的精神、声音、肚子是否有最佳的状态？
总检查：12. 是否看了「讲道评析表」？(最后，再拿起来核对一下)
  13. 是否邀请了一些评分员在下面作评估／有摄录工作呢？
   14. 我过去在讲道方面有那些弱点？
讲道时的评估
    我们曾经在「讲道学」课程中提出讲道评估可按以下方式进行：
一. 找数位相熟的朋友，接纳他们的客观评析，盼望在作检讨后能改进自己的讲道。
二. 请各评析员(不必记名)尽量在每一个项目内评分。选出其中一位评析员总结。
三. 提议每年最少有两次的评析。
    以下的评估表分配组合是：
    真理的根据(30%)、生命的经历(15%)、讲章结构(22%)、演讲技巧(23%)、听众主观的灵命感受(10%)。
    当然，这不是“绝对”的评分表。你可按不同的理论重新调整分配组合。

讲道评析表
一. 找数位相熟的朋友，接纳他们的客观评析，盼望在作检讨后能改进自己的讲道。
二. 请各评析员(不必记名)尽量在每一个项目内评分。选出其中一位评析员总结。
三. 提议每年最少有两次的评析。

   分 数真 理的根 据  引用经文适当吗？(5)
 经文使用量合适吗(太多或太少)？(5)
 解经是否完整、深入、顾及全面、独到？(20) 
 生 命 的经 历
 有亲身的经历作证吗？(4)
 有应用/效榜的价值吗？(4)
 有否提出具体的体验方法？(4)
 是否太个人或主观？(3) 
 题 目  清澈、有力、吸引、适时吗？(2)
 整个主题是否独特、具突破性？(3) 
 段 落 明显吗？(3)
 论点是含说服力/引起注意？(4)
 论点/要点是否适合/过多？(2)
 结论是否清楚、具挑战力？(3) 
 穿 插/
 例 证  引用例子或辅助材料太多/太少？(3)
 是否收效/适当？(2) 
 口 才  咬词清晰吗？(3)
 修辞(句子的设计)优美吗？(2)
 具有趣味感/幽默感？(2) 
 仪表  服装端庄吗？(2)
 须发及配件整肃吗？(2) 
 姿 态  稳重/夸张/轻浮？(2)
 有表情吗(眼晴、手势)？(2) 
 声调  音量适度/音色优美吗？(2)
 变化(抑扬顿挫)是否控制得好？(2) 
 时间  长短合宜吗？(2)
 各段落时间分配适当吗？(2) 
 10%
 令人灵性感动/振奋吗？(5)
 纯洁否(含血气、造作、情绪化)？(5)
 
                 总分：
其他意见/评语：_______________________________________________________________    
______________________________________________________________________________

讲道评分实习(见以下的分析)。

评分者：12位  讲员：XXX

  分 数真 理的根 据  引用经文适当吗？(5)
 经文使用量合适吗(太多或太少)？(5)
 解经是否完整、深入、顾及全面、独到？(20) 
 生 命 的经 历有亲身的经历作证吗？(4)
 有应用/效榜的价值吗？(4)
 有否提出具体的体验方法？(4)
 是否太个人或主观？(3) 

 题 目  清澈、有力、吸引、适时吗？(2)
 整个主题是否独特、具突破性？(3)  段
 落明显吗？(3)
 论点是含说服力/引起注意？(4)
 论点/要点是否适合/过多？(2)
 结论是否清楚、具挑战力？(3) 
 穿 插/例 证  引用例子或辅助材料太多/太少？(3)
 是否收效/适当？(2) 
 口 才  咬词清晰吗？(3)
 修辞(句子的设计)优美吗？(2)
 具有趣味感/幽默感？(2) 
 仪 表  服装端庄吗？(2)
 须发及配件整肃吗？(2) 
 姿态  稳重/夸张/轻浮？(2)
 有表情吗(眼晴、手势)？(2)   
 声调  音量适度/音色优美吗？(2)
 变化(抑扬顿挫)是否控制得好？(2) 
 时间  长短合宜吗？(2)
 各段落时间分配适当吗？(2) 
 令人灵性感动/振奋吗？(5)
 纯洁否(含血气、造作、情绪化)？(5) 
            总分：(60＋46＋43＋45＋79＋58＋75＋64＋70＋71.5＋63)÷11＝61.32

其他意见/评语：
1. 仪表、台型大方得体；
整篇道着重第二大点，段落不算平衡；
经文涉及较多，影响听众专注和记忆(但欣赏讲员圣经很熟)；
应用广泛，但感觉一般性，缺乏深刻分享；
结尾指出除去石仔和荆棘就可以成好土，但结什么果子(和主题有关)？如何结？似未有具体应用/指导方案；
时间控制欠佳，头重尾轻。
2. 生活应用不错，问题有具体的解决方法和出路，表达和台风不错。但无奈重点太多，例子太多，每个重点也有很多例子和解释，以至焦点过多令人迷失；主题及经文不一致，在大纲之下详解辅助的经文，令人混乱主题，小点和大点甚至每点都太相近，重复，令讲章沉闷，时间亦太长，解经上不太正确，偶有寓意和借题发挥。基于文化背景的分别，对象亦不清楚，故亦难以评价。
3. 整篇信息约60分钟，而讲员却并没有拿讲章在手里，从头到尾都只拿圣经讲道，而当中也有不少引用别处经文，可见讲员对这讲章和圣经都十分熟识，否则便不能做到这效果。这是令笔者十分佩服的。在解经方面，讲员自己也说明有些经文是以“灵意”解释的(如石头代表罪)。笔者个人觉得这是可以接受的，因整体来说，他都是以“正意分解圣经”。缺点方面，个人认为整篇信息太长(足1小时)，而时间上的分配也不平圴。全篇信息有四大点，但单就前两点就用了45分钟的时间，而后两点和结论只用了16分钟，并不平均，而结论方面也有令人草草收场的感觉。
4. 讲台没有讲章，记忆力很好，经文背诵及引用很熟；整篇讲章较为平铺直述，例子未能引用于具体生活化应用。全篇讲道用时60分钟，一般而言略为长，但要视乎那教会的时限看。内容只能带出不能达到主题的问题，未能具体如何做到的秘诀。但主题重点亦能带出，有一般普及的教导和提醒。台上表现亦算灵活，不呆板。
5. 讲章结构不清晰，很多小点，引用其他经文时好像讲另一篇信息，全篇信息很长但重点不断重复，不能完全对应现今时代信徒问题。解经有灵意如：石头＝罪。时间控制太差，通常半小时集中力，不能一个小时那么长。每一大点里很多小点另人混乱。
6. 讲者看来很有上讲台的经验，外表稳重，有重申重点与题目，整体表现平稳畅顺，有讲解及带领的信心表达。稍为不足的是贯通「道与心田关系」对「得生命果子的秘诀」这主题的承接或支持与关系的表达，可能在弟兄姊妹中的地位影响，咬词的问题有些还未能纠正，整体内容丰富，具提醒作用，若减少插入的经文，在末段多发挥就更能切合主题。
7. 由于讲员有乡音影响，部份咬字发音不准，以致有些论点听不懂。有时说话速度较快，听者也听得不太清楚。讲章篇幅太长，重点多，听众很难在整个小时内专心听整篇信息，宜分作两篇信息。讲员尝试以经解经，但所抽取的经文中，一部份却比较牵强。讲员更扬言自己在某一解释时是灵意解经，这样会引起会众反感，但讲员却没想到认真处理，使听众产生疑团。时间分配欠佳，致令讲章头重轻，未能充分发挥其题目，使得信息与题目未能达至吻合。“忧虑”部份谈得太多太仔细，反宜忽略了处理忧虑的秘诀及可行方法。
8. 经文分4个段落诠释，而每个段落加插合适例子及其他经文作辅助诠释，贴切、声调、手势及表情投入。唯独时间较长，整篇讯息中心(结生命果子秘诀)就是重视神的话。开挖心田，整理将神的话放进去。
9. 没有释经；辅助材料太多，未能集中焦点。头重脚轻。
10. 没有严谨及妥善诠释经文；见证及例子太多，因枝业太多，致未能将主题及重点核心突显出来。段落与分题含糊及不清晰，并有头重尾轻失平衡的情况，另外也缺乏引论；讲道时间太过冗长；服装整齐，仪表端庄。
11. 以不计较内容而论，程弟兄能不持讲稿，能以流畅地证道，这点十分难得。另外在饮水方面，程弟兄在多次饮水时，有两次在不当时候饮水，第一次就在讲道一开始就饮水，未免不太合时。第二次是读经中途饮水，使读经途中有打断感，这是证道者的大忌。
 
讲道评析表
评分者：6位  讲员：XXX

  分 数  真 理的根 据  引用经文适当吗？(5)
 经文使用量合适吗(太多或太少)？(5)
 解经是否完整、深入、顾及全面、独到？(20) 5     
 生 命 的经 历 有亲身的经历作证吗？(4)
 有应用/效榜的价值吗？(4)
 有否提出具体的体验方法？(4)
 是否太个人或主观？(3) 3
 题 目  清澈、有力、吸引、适时吗？(2)
 整个主题是否独特、具突破性？(3) 1
 段 落明显吗？(3)
 论点是含说服力/引起注意？(4)
 论点/要点是否适合/过多？(2)
 结论是否清楚、具挑战力？(3) 2
 穿 插/例 证  引用例子或辅助材料太多/太少？(3)
 是否收效/适当？(2) 1
 口 才  咬词清晰吗？(3)
 修辞(句子的设计)优美吗？(2)
 具有趣味感/幽默感？(2) 2
 仪表  服装端庄吗？(2)
 须发及配件整肃吗？(2) 2      
 姿态  稳重/夸张/轻浮？(2)
 有表情吗(眼晴、手势)？(2) 2
 声调  音量适度/音色优美吗？(2)
 变化(抑扬顿挫)是否控制得好？(2) 1
 时 间  长短合宜吗？(2)
 各段落时间分配适当吗？(2) 2
 令人灵性感动/振奋吗？(5)
 纯洁否(含血气、造作、情绪化)？(5) 3
         总分：75＋88＋87＋92＋76＋78 / 6＝82.67 

其他意见/评语：
1. 整篇讲章是很大的提醒，但例子还不够实际。讲员颇多时间留意讲章，故此眼神的接触还是欠缺，还有小动作，如把手插入裤袋。感觉此讲章大部份以福音为主，表现积极的鼓励，若能加入适当的律法性例子提醒，使受众者产生共鸣，相信果效更美。
2. 惯性拨弄头发及抽裤袋。讲章、主题较为老生常谈，对香港教会一般的专业听众来说，较欠冲击力。
3. 讲员笑容可嘉，动作合适，但在用词上未能完全口语化，例如：一些。也有不少口头蝉，如：呢、?、咁样等等。起初都常整头发，但在讲章中段及末段已没有了。而讲章论点大算清晰，但若能将每个段落都与主题连结及强调，这更能让听众找紧主题中心。
4. 亲切、很多笑容；三个原则需简单但很清色，让人容易记得。讲道时用手势或其他工具来表达，让会众留下深刻印象，很好。有表情，有手势这样是吸引会众注意听，并目光常与会众接触，让他们觉得有交流。老师在咬词方面比较弱一点，盼望努力改善，我相信你用国语讲是没有问题的。小了一些你个人与神与人相交的分享。
5. 讲者以5分钟的时间向会众道贺、说明讲道题目、目的及主旨，诵读选读经文，最为特别是采用传统经文内容的经外，资料作引言。另外，令人感到独特的是讲者不以选读约壹经文为讲道主论内容，还采用同书卷的经文作为内容第一及第二重点，这是令听众感到意外的，若选用三段经文可在引言时交代及诵读。最后，能够提出具体的体验方法受到限制，可能是外来讲员之原故，若能提供一些建议亦是好事。
6. 整篇讲章结构清晰，主流思想一致，每一主点有解经，例子及应用，合一渐进性及分量平均。整篇讲章的焦点能在每一部讲章中出现。 
七．  再谈释经式讲道法
圣经诠释学
    不管是借着文字或语言，当一个人要把信息传给另外一个人，必须经过以下传播步骤，圣经的作者也不例外：
        文本/作品(text)
        (文字、修辞、符号)
历史背景         作者              读者 思想背景
 语言修辞               社会文化
 地理风情             个人主观
　　　　　 　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　
可见要理解一个文本的意义，就自然会出现了三个明显的“中心”(诠释学称这为不同的「典范」(paradigm))。任何一个中心都会直接影响文本的意义。
作者中心理论（Author－Centered Theories）
传统释经学特别看重一个作品／文本的作者。认为作者的活动和思想是解释文本的钥匙。认为读者最重要的工作就是去发掘作者的意念（intention）。
问题是如何正确地寻回／重建（reconstruct）作者起初的意念？今日的文学理论学者指出这是一种“意念的错误”（intentional fallacy），认为读者不可能有效地（validity）找出原作者的意念。 
对作者（author）的注重，很自然地，研究的视线（horizon）就会去寻找和发掘关于作者的资料，包括许多的历史背景和写作时间。很多时候，因为作者是一位过去的人物，致使寻找必须作许多臆测。例如，作者是谁、他的性格如何、他的思想曾受什么影响、他为了什么目的而写该文本、他的语文有何特别之处、他在怎样的处境之下写该文本、他是在那一个时期写这文本、那个时代的历史有何特别之处等等的资料。可见这些寻找受着间距（distance）和时间（time/history）的限制。
数百年来基督教的释经学都以作者为中心。虽然以作者为中心的释经学比较主观，但是圣经作为一本已完成了的作品，这样让我们更容易借着这本圣经正典(文本)来衡量作者的意念。凯瑟尔（Walter Kaiser）再次呼吁基督教会不要碰弃以作者为中心的释经学，他说：「由作者意念所出的意义就是文本的意义」。  虽然凯瑟尔如此提议，但是似乎今日的读者或是今天的解经者无法避免作者的意念和历史的限制。因此，今天的讲道者在讲解圣经时，不得不小心地防备跌入猜测作者的意念和猜测历史背景的限制。
文本中心理论（Text-Centered Theories）
新文学理论拒绝作者成为解释过程中的主要因素。对作品／文本的关注，致使人们的视线从作者身上转移，对文本的文字、修辞、结构、故事发生兴趣。这样的诠释是客观的，因为它单以文本作为衡量意义的基础。
文本中心理论学者认为文本本身已足够决定一个作品的意义。因此对文本的结构形式，尤其是当中的叙述（narrative/story）结构形式特别喜好。多方的把这故事分析成具逻辑性的结构。在本世纪初，苏联文学界的“形式主义者”（formalist）曾刻意地把诗歌分析成复杂的结构，他们是以文字化成不同的符号（signs）作为坐标，来为一个结构定位。这种方法后来被法国学者继续发展，成为符号结构理论。
读者中心理论（Reader-Centered Theories）
近年来，诠释理论的中心视线开始转移至读者（Reader）。这种作法开始对文本的特权（优先性和权威性）地位提出挑战，并且怀疑文本的自主性（autonomy）。也就是说，作品／文本的意义在乎读者，读者可凭着自己／个人的主观意识型态来决定意义。换句话说，在某些情况下，使作者和文本完全「消失」。
无可否认，不同的读者会对某一个文本有不同的看见。这造成一个严重的问题，谁才是真正的读者？（谁的看见最正确）读者中心理论引发了许多不同的诠释法，多数认为意义是多元化的，因此按着该读者的处境得着的看见就是正确的意义。这是一种极主观的意义。
    这三个诠释典范深深的限制着每一位解经者，或者说，限制着每一位讲道者的权威。现代的听众每时每刻向讲道者的解经挑战—你的诠释中有许多疑点？你怎样证明你所说的是完全对的？或者说，你所找来的资料是否是正确的呢？这些资料又有多少是某些“专家”猜测或推论而来？
当代处境(后现代)的诠释者及意义的呈现
后现代的读者反应理论(reader-responce theories)给现今的世界带来了许多的冲激。解放神学诠释、女性神学诠释，民众神学诠释、苦难神学诠释、阶级神学诠释、故事神学诠释等等都深深的影响着教会的讲台。
这些后现代诠释理论为世人提供了一种解构的方法。换句话说，「解构」就是以新的典范看东西，因此许多传统的看法被“倒转过来思想/解释” 。这致使这世代的人不再以传统的方法来看事情，意义以新的面貌出现。 

后现代释经式讲道法
    让我们针对以上不同典范和后现代理论重新设定释经式的讲道法。
一. 释经不再限于「作者」这典范。过去的解经多是寻找关于历史、作者、字义的资料。在后现代，释经不只是要重新检讨/核对这些历史性的资料，包括所收集回来的历史背景资料是否正确、作者的意念怎样证明、字义是否正确，而且还要针对文本和读者这两个典范来解释经文。我要求今日的讲道者学习更多的诠释圣经技巧，更全面地处理经文。
1.1. 要求今日的讲道者阅读更多新近出版关于圣经历史背景、注释书和神学书籍。这些新近出版的书籍有许多新近考古和研究的资料，针对许多过去的猜测和推理提出更多新的证据。
1.2. 要求今日的讲道者认识和学习新文学理论的解经法，例如：叙述诠释、修辞诠释、结构符号诠释等等技巧。这些诠释技巧对文本的意义作更透澈的研究，更能深入探讨文本的意义。
1.3. 要求今日的讲道者认识和学习读者反应的诠释法，例如：解构诠释、妇女神学诠释，还有一些社会批判的诠释技巧。不是说讲道者是囫囵吞枣地把这些诠释技巧的好坏都吞下去，而是「更新而变化」，取其好处来喂养今日的信徒，建立教会。
二. 针对后现代听众的世界来讲道。后现代的听众，特别是年轻的一代，生活在一个复杂、变化不定、多元、个人、解构(重新评价传统)的世界。这里要求讲道者一方面时时要认识这变化不定的后现代更多，另一方面也要针对他们的需要把“古老的福音”(或圣经的真理)以新的方式传递。
2.1. 要求今日白讲道者多阅读关于后现代社会的书籍，更能明白听众的思想。
2.2. 要求今日的讲道者使用后现代熟悉的语言或方法(我是指些被正统基督接纳的语言和方法)去编写讲章。
2.3. 要求今日的讲道者“解构”后现代，借着讲章让听众明白许多后现代的缺点，重新确立圣经的教导。
释经式讲道的步骤
　　借着以上的分析，我们认为「释经式讲道」（Expository Preaching）是一个以圣经诠释学为基础的讲道。可以这样重新定义：
    「藉用经文(文本)，把一个圣经的真理／信息针对听众(读者)的需要传递开去。这信息的内容（content）是借着及经过一个诠释的工作，也就是分解经文的作者意念和历史背景（author and historical background interpretation）、文本的分析（text analysis, 包括文字、修辞、语言的符号），针对听众的处境和需要(reader responses)，以致圣灵先将这信息应用于讲道者的生命和经验上，然后才透过他传给听众。
　　引用一个“三棱镜”的比喻：
 

 
                                  讲道者 　　　       神在这时代的信息
神    神的话语/圣经           （神拣选具皿）                        听众(读者)
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  　　　             （相信接纳）
                               　　　　 　　
      　　　　　　　　　　 
释经式讲章的四大原则：
一．讲道者从圣经中取得讲章资料
    这是释经式讲章的起点。当然，从另一个角度来看，是神借着圣经使衪的话语传递给人。在这过程中，确不可忘记就是从圣经取得的讲章必然会受圣经诠释三个典范(paradigms)的限制：作者／历史背景、文本、读者反应等限制。这说明我们必须借着一个整体适当的解经步骤来获取这从圣经而出的信息。(见以上三个诠释典范的讨论)

二．讲章必须先渗透并应用于讲道者
　　讲道者如一个三棱镜。神的话语／讲章必须先要在证道者身上“消化”，然后才被释放出来。讲道者作为三棱镜器皿说明一件事情：它必须是一个打磨完整的镜子以便柝透的功能可以准确地操作。神的话语必须先在讲道者身上分析(被诠释)，然后才注射出去给与听道者。讲道者的权威性也就是从这器皿的能力中反映出来。
三．讲道者传达讲章信息
    传达的工作必须由讲道者来执行。「没有传道的，怎能听见呢？」(罗14)证道者的传达能力是决定性的因素：他的语言表达力、从解经步骤中领受的信息、理解力、对听众(当代读者)的认识、对处境需要的认识(例如：当代是后现代的社会)等等都是传达过程的重要因素。要使到神的话语顺利的去到听众的身上。
四．听众领受讲章并应用出来
  　「信道是从听道来的，听道是从基督的话来的」(罗10:17)。释经式讲道的目标是听众，目的是让听众能领受到神的话语。使神「口所出的的话，决不徒然返回」(赛55:11) 。听众的领受能力、心理状况、处境张力等等都是决定性的因素。

九. 讲道的能力
讲道有能力(power)才有果效(effect)，只是讲得好是不够的；这也是讲道与演讲的分别之处。曾霖芳说：「讲道是属灵的工作，与听众的灵命有关，需要有感动力，听众才能受影响。有能力才能使人离开自己的道路归向神，才能改变人的生命，才能使人灵命有长进。」 
即使有人有口才、论点又有说服力，能使听众激动，如醉如痴；例证能使听众笑，也能使听众哭，实在叫人佩服。这种能力在当时可能有显著的反应，也许很热烈，许多时候如果不是出自「神的话语」或「真理」的能力，就不会持久，过一时期甚至无影无踪，这是聚会后常见的情形。
「神的话语」或「真理的道」的能力影响所及，非常深入，效果经过多年，仍历历可见。何谓「神的话语」或「真理的道」呢？这是一个概要性的名词。一般是指出自圣经又符合圣经的话语、教导，或是属于神的救恩的信息。
讲道者有能力，要怎样才知道呢？这是一个主观的经验，或说是一个属灵的经验。听众会觉得有能力从他身上发出来，正如那有病的妇人摸了耶稣，觉得有力量到她身上一样。讲道者有能力发出，自己也能觉得的，有点像主耶稣觉得有力量从自己身上发出的情形(路8:43-48)。这种经验很奇妙，凡经历过的人都能证实。我们要确信属灵的能力是非常真实的，并非玄妙深不可测的。
神的道有力量(信息的冲击)
神的道本身有能力，若是你所讲的是神的道，他本身会发出能力。神自己说：「我的话岂不像火，又像能打碎盘石的大锤么。」(耶23:29)希伯来书也说：「神的道是活(泼)的，是有功效的(功效或译作能力)。比一切两刃的剑更快。」(来4:12)能刺透人心。
当神的道被传讲的时候，他本身就会发出力量，就会产生功效。讲道者若注重讲「道」，教会就兴旺，是因为「神的道兴旺起来」(徒6:7)，所以教会也兴旺起来了。如果讲道者不讲「道」，讲别的东西，教会必冷落。自古以来都是如此。(徒6:7；12:24；19:20)
如果翻开讲道的历史，就能证实这点。英国施布真牧师从青年时代开始，直到年迈，一生注重讲圣经，他的教会总是挤满听众，显出一片复兴气象，因为神的道有能力！美国的慕迪所讲的不是高言大智，只讲圣经，到各地布道讲道，使许多人信主，是因为神的道大有能力。加拿大多伦多民众教会的兴旺，也与史密斯牧师讲道有关，他讲圣经的时候，甚至你会发觉有力量从那里发出来。当代布道家葛培理一生人到那里都手拿着圣经，讲道也只是讲圣经，并且都是讲浅白的圣经，使许多不信主的人都听得懂，借着他的讲道，五十年来超过亿人听道，也超过一千万人信道。在中国教会近代史中，那些影响中国教会的人，都是讲「道」的人；有宋尚节博士、贾玉铭牧师、杨绍唐牧师、倪柝声先生等，他们都是讲「道」的人。借着他们，神的道大大得胜。
保罗劝提摩太说：「你当竭力，在神面前得蒙喜悦，作无愧的工人，按着正意分解真理的道。」(提后2:15)如果我们作传道的，不传讲真道，不「按正意分解真理的道」，我们便扪心有愧，我们虽身为主的工人，不得主的喜悦与赞赏。我们应该「竭力」、踏实地传「道」，才会对教会有贡献。
祷告的能力
怎样使讲道有能力？最简单的办法就是事前恳切祷告。
祷告使讲道更有能力是很真实的，凡经验过的人都能证明这是千真万确的。
不要只在准备讲章材料上用功，也要注意多用时间诚恳祷告，
半小时的讲道要用多少时间祷告呢？没有一定的公程式。我们建议，半小时的讲道最少要用上三至五倍的祷告时间。因为祷告使人有镇定的灵，态度安详，思想清醒，条理清楚，言词有力。这是很奇妙的，甚至连那些胆怯的，素来怕羞的，或拙于言词的，经过恳切祷告，在讲台上竟能判若两人。一个能影响听众的好的讲道者，是尽心准备，并加上恒切祷告的人。
主耶稣在世上传道，也遇到许多困难，这时祂只有安静祷告，就有天使来加添力量(路22:41-43)。当我们的力量不足以应付重压，紧张万分的时候，最好的办法是跪下来恳求主加力量，你一定会获得天上的能力，不是自己所有的；你一定能够讲得好而且有效果。只管相信「靠着那加给我力量的，凡事都能作」(腓4:13)。
讲一个例子，加拿大多伦多民众教会史密斯老牧师讲他的经验，他在讲道之前也会有一种特别的感觉；他总是在书房里走来走去，一面走一面祷告，不知不觉用了很多时间，他获得了莫大的能力。凡听过他讲道的人都会发觉，他是大有能力的传道者。
我国最有能力的传道者，当推宋尚节博士，主用他使许多人悔改重生，使很多信徒复兴。他影响全国教会及南洋一带的教会最深远。凡住在他隔壁房间的人，都不会忘记整夜听见那断断续续的祷告声，那就是能力的根源。
火热的心
冷淡的人都缺少能力。那些大有能力的工人，都有一颗火热的心。
怎样有火热的心呢？就是那些爱主爱人，为主时时摆上，完全委身，热诚事奉主的人。既使工作辛苦，压力过重，似乎在人眼中是要被打倒的，但是神恩典够用，事奉大有能力。
初早期教会的传道人，特别在使徒行传中有些记录，他们都是大有能力的人，那是因为他们有火热的心。因着他们，教会发展得很快，福音迅速广传，有意想不到的果效。其中最显著的如彼得和保罗。彼得可代表普通人(他是加利利的渔夫)，保罗是个大有学问的人，这两个人都是主所呼召的，虽是两种不同的人，但他们都被主重用。他们有一点极其相似：都有火热的心，为主工作几十年，都如烧着的火把，一生轰轰烈烈地为主、为福音、为教会竭尽心力，直到为主烧尽，直到后来他们都为主殉道。他们讲道都大有能力，大大影响那时代。
一个被主呼召，真正把生命献上的人，起初总是热烘烘的。这种热诚，在工作上十分重要。不过要保持起初的热颇不容易。常见有的传道者初期很有能力，后来能力渐渐失去，就是这种原因。必须时时更新心志，仰望依靠神，使热心继续，就如奉献的祭坛的火，常常烧着(利6:12-13)，日夜不间断。
火热的心与心灵的负担也有关系，我们看见灵魂沈溺在罪中，心里焦急；看见教会荒凉的光景，心情沉重。我们为这些情景热切祷告，为这些需要尽心尽力。这种负担使我们「心里火热，常常服事主。」(罗12:11)一旦失去负担，灵便冷却了，也很难为主有作为了。
信心的能力
信心大有能力乃是圣经中一重要真理。人的能力有限，很多事情力不能及，但我们所信的「神凡事都能」(可10:27)。我们的信心有不可思议的能力，有移山倒海之能(可11:22-24)。主耶稣说：「在信的人，凡事都能。」(可9:23)对于讲道，信心也是能力之一。
当你讲道的时候，要相信所讲的一定有结果。这种坚定的信念影响所讲的信息，且影响会中的气氛，而且有好结果。有一次，一位讲道者讲完道，很颓丧地说：「我早知道不会有果效的，果然没有人受感动。」旁边有位主的老仆人答道：「正因为你早以为不会有结果，所以没有结果。」如果你相信你所讲的一定没有结果，往往正如你所相信的，没有人受感动。
你所讲的道不是单单由参考书看来的；很多珍贵的材料固然有用，但更重要的，你所讲的正是你所深深相信的。讲来神态坚定，有声有色，听者极易受感。举一个例子：彼得站在数千人面前，传讲那复活的基督，讲得那样清楚，因为都是亲身体验，深信不疑的，不仅是讲讲道理而已。虽然他不是个演说家，用辞也不是好的，但是信心使他大有能力，有意想不到的效果(徒2:41；4:4)。
对所讲的道充满信心，讲话的语气也会不同，总是用绝对性的话，那些模棱两可的话是软弱无力的。不要说可能、也许、或者，这些不肯定的话怎能叫人相信，怎能感动人？你若对自己所讲的有信心，就会说「一定」、「必能」、「总是」；你自己深信，纔能叫人也相信。信心在讲道上有万钧之力。
真诚有力
有时候为了固定的工作，到了时间应当上讲台了，像尽本分一样，以预备好的一篇讲章，上去讲论一番。这并非不好，总觉得缺少真诚，并不是真的有件重要的事想让会众知道，真的关怀他们的需要而仔细地解说，诚心诚意地劝勉他们。所以那篇讲道不够感动。
在讲道时加插点笑话，逗会众发笑，或讲些取悦听众的话，使台下的人舒服；有时语意双关，或带点幽默，这些都不坏，不过我们可能在卖弄讲道技术，很少真诚的话，会众可能轻松一下，但造就不大，不算达到讲道的最高目标。
我们解释神话语的时候，只是忠于神的托付，传达神的信息，不是借机会炫耀自己的本事；乃是忠实地传讲神的道，一片真诚，溢于言表，才会产生影响人的力量。
另外，讲道不是写文章，不如说话真诚，更有力量。但诚由心生，不是只靠口头说说的。
有一位讲道者，讲道之时，总是苦口婆心地劝勉会众，听者感觉到他真心真意，动容受感。古语云：「诚之至，金石开。」实在是至理名言。
圣灵的能力
任何一种力量都不能与圣灵的能力比较，因为那不是地上的能力，是从天上来的力量，是神的能力。人的力量是有限的，神所赐圣灵的能力是没有限量的(约3:34)。讲道者不可忽视这种能力。
使徒行传记载初期教会的发展，是很突然的；一天之内悔改信主受洗的人约有三千，教会就建立起来了(徒2:37-47)。讲道者是彼得，他从前是加利利的渔夫，所讲不过是简单的福音，并不显出有甚么高深的学问，可是他大有能力，听众觉得「扎心」，归主的人数惊人。后来信主的人，男丁又约有五千(徒4:4)，共约八千人，这种记录，在教会史上真是罕见。我们研究其主要的原因，乃因为他被圣灵充满，满有圣灵的能力(徒1:8；2:4；4:31)。
曾霖芳把讲道者分成五种：一. 有人讲道事先没有准备，随便讲讲，当然也没有能力，这种讲道者最差。二. 有人虽然用很多时间准备，也讲不好，这种是因为不明白圣经，缺少恩赐，又缺少能力，这样做讲道工作简直是苦差。三. 有的讲道者讲得好，可是没有能力，十分可惜。四. 有一种讲道者，旁观的人说，奇怪，他讲得并不特别，但很有效果。五. 最好的一种是讲得一篇好信息，又满有属灵的能力，有属灵的果实。 
最后，我们要肯定，讲道的恩赐是可以追求的(林前14:1)，属灵的能力也可由祷告中获得的(徒4:31)。
最重要的，是被圣灵充满。主耶稣要使徒们先得着圣灵的能力，才出去传道(徒1:8)。所以我们当先求神赐给我们满有圣灵的能力，切切祷告，神的灵一定会充满那追求的、祷告的人。直接向神恳求，不要倚靠甚么方法。要做个有能力的传道人，必须被圣灵充满，才会影响所讲的道、影响听道的人；对你一生的工作且有极深远的影响。
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跑赢大盘的王者：“过关斩将”操盘法
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Week 9: Practice preaching an evangelistic sermon. Each student will present a short sermon on evangelism. Other students will grade on the sermon. The presenter will get an average grade from all other students. (20 points)
讲道评析表
一. 找数位相熟的朋友，接纳他们的客观评析，盼望在作检讨后能改进自己的讲道。
二. 请各评析员(不必记名)尽量在每一个项目内评分。选出其中一位评析员总结。
三. 提议每年最少有两次的评析。

   分 数真 理的根 据  引用经文适当吗？(5)
 经文使用量合适吗(太多或太少)？(5)
 解经是否完整、深入、顾及全面、独到？(20) 
 生 命 的经 历
 有亲身的经历作证吗？(4)
 有应用/效榜的价值吗？(4)
 有否提出具体的体验方法？(4)
 是否太个人或主观？(3) 
 题 目  清澈、有力、吸引、适时吗？(2)
 整个主题是否独特、具突破性？(3) 
 段 落 明显吗？(3)
 论点是含说服力/引起注意？(4)
 论点/要点是否适合/过多？(2)
 结论是否清楚、具挑战力？(3) 
 穿 插/
 例 证  引用例子或辅助材料太多/太少？(3)
 是否收效/适当？(2) 
 口 才  咬词清晰吗？(3)
 修辞(句子的设计)优美吗？(2)
 具有趣味感/幽默感？(2) 
 仪表  服装端庄吗？(2)
 须发及配件整肃吗？(2) 
 姿 态  稳重/夸张/轻浮？(2)
 有表情吗(眼晴、手势)？(2) 
 声调  音量适度/音色优美吗？(2)
 变化(抑扬顿挫)是否控制得好？(2) 
 时间  长短合宜吗？(2)
 各段落时间分配适当吗？(2) 
 令人灵性感动/振奋吗？(5)
 纯洁否(含血气、造作、情绪化)？(5)
 
                 总分：
其他意见/评语：_______________________________________________________________    
______________________________________________________________________________

讲道评分实习(见以下的分析)。

评分者：12位  讲员：XXX

Week 10: Practice preaching an evangelistic sermon.  (Continue with what has not been done in Week 9).
No final examination will be required. Turn in all assignments and the practice preaching will constitute the grade of this course. Each assignment will worth 10 points. All assignment reports must be typed either using either English or Chinese.  Each assignment must be at least one page in length. You are required to provide all details in your assignment. Assignments are due in the following week. Assignment 9 is worth 20 points. 
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