Wk5 - How Did Animals Spread All Over the World from Where the Ark Landed? by Paul F. Taylor

An issue often used in an attempt to beat biblical creationists over the head is the worldwide distribution of animals. Such a distribution, say critics, proves that there could never have been a global Flood or an Ark. If the Ark landed somewhere in the Middle East, then all the animals would have disembarked at that point, including animals that we do not find in the Middle East today, or in the fossil record in that area. How did kangaroos get to Australia, or kiwis to New Zealand? How did polar bears get to North America and penguins to Antarctica?

Not a Science Textbook

Skeptics often claim, “The Bible is not a science textbook.” This, of course, is true—because science textbooks change every year, whereas the Bible is the unchanging Word of God—the Godwho cannot lie. Nevertheless, the Bible can be relied upon when it touches on every scientific issue, including ecology. It is the Bible that gives us the big picture. Within this big picture, we can build scientific models that help us explain how past events may have come about. Such models should be held to lightly, but the Scripture to which they refer is inerrant. That is to say future research may cast doubt on an actual model, without casting doubt on Scripture.

With this in mind, the question needs to be asked, “Is there a Bible-based model that we can use to help explain how animals might have migrated from where the Ark landed to where they live today?” The answer is yes.

The Hard Facts

A biblical model of animal migration obviously must start with the Bible. From Genesis we can glean the following pertinent facts:

1. “And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive” (Genesis 6:19–20). The Bible is clear that representatives of all the kinds of air-breathing land animals and birds were present on the Ark. A technical term used by some creation scientists for these kinds is baramin—derived from the Hebrew words for created kind. Within these baramins is all the information necessary to produce all current species. For example, it is unlikely that the Ark contained two lions and two tigers. It is more likely that it contained two feline animals, from which lions, tigers, and other cat-like creatures have developed.

2. Another lesson from Genesis 6:20 is that the animals came to Noah. He did not have to go and catch them. Therefore, this preservation of the world’s fauna was divinely controlled. It was God’s intention that the fauna be preserved. The animals’ recolonization of the land masses was therefore determined by God, and not left to chance.

3. “Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat” (Genesis 8:4). The Bible is clear that the Ark landed in the region of Ararat, but much debate has ensued over whether this is the same region as the locality of the present-day mountain known as Ararat. This issue is of importance, as we shall see. The Bible uses the plural “mountains.” It is unlikely that the Ark rested on a point on the top of a mountain, in the manner often illustrated in children’s picture books. Rather, the landing would have been among the mountainous areas of eastern Turkey, where present-day Mount Ararat is located, and western Iran, where the range extends.

4. It was God’s will that the earth be recolonized. “Then God spoke to Noah, saying, ‘Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark” (Genesis 8:15–19). The abundance and multiplication of the animals was also God’s will.

The biblical principles that we can establish then are that, after the Flood, God desired the ecological reconstruction of the world, including its vulnerable animal kinds, and the animals must have spread out from a mountainous region known as Ararat.

The construction of any biblical model of recolonization must include these principles. The model suggested on the following pages is constructed in good faith, to explain the observed facts through the “eyeglasses” of the Bible. The Bible is inspired, but our scientific models are not. If we subsequently find the model to be untenable, this would not shake our commitment to the absolute authority of Scripture.

The model uses the multiplication of dogs as an example of how animals could have quickly repopulated the earth. Two dogs came off Noah’s Ark and began breeding more dogs. Within a relatively short time period, there would be an incredible number of dogs of all sorts of different shapes and sizes.

These dogs then began to spread out from the Ararat region to all parts of the globe.
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As these dogs spread around the world, variations within the dog kind led to many of the varieties we find today. But it is important to note that they are still dogs. This multiplication of variations within a kind is the same with the many other kinds of animals.

One final comment must be made in this section. As I have used the word recolonization several times, I must emphasize that I am not referring to the so-called Recolonization Theory. This theory will be discussed later.

Modern Recolonizations

One accusation thrown at biblical creationists is that kangaroos could not have hopped to Australia, because there are no fossils of kangaroos on the way. But the expectation of such fossils is a presuppositional error. Such an expectation is predicated on the assumption that fossils form gradually and inevitably from animal populations. In fact, fossilization is by no means inevitable. It usually requires sudden, rapid burial. Otherwise the bones would decompose before permineralization. One ought likewise to ask why it is that, despite the fact that millions of bison used to roam the prairies of North America, hardly any bison fossils are found there. Similarly, lion fossils are not found in Israel even though we know that lions once lived there.

Comparisons can be made with more modern recolonizations. For example, the Encyclopædia Britannica has the following to say about Surtsey Island and Krakatoa and the multiplication of species.

Six months after the eruption of a volcano on the island of Surtsey off the coast of Iceland in 1963, the island had been colonized by a few bacteria, molds, insects, and birds. Within about a year of the eruption of a volcano on the island of Krakatoa in the tropical Pacific in 1883, a few grass species, insects, and vertebrates had taken hold. On both Surtsey and Krakatoa, only a few decades had elapsed before hundreds of species reached the islands. Not all species are able to take hold and become permanently established, but eventually the island communities stabilize into a dynamic equilibrium.1
There is little secret, therefore, how nonflying animals may have travelled to the outer parts of the world after the Flood. Many of them could have floated on vast floating logs, left-overs from the massive pre-Flood forests that were ripped up during the Flood and likely remained afloat for many decades on the world’s oceans, transported by world currents. Others could later have been taken by people. Savolainen et al., have suggested, for example, that all Australian dingoes are descended from a single female domesticated dog from Southeast Asia.2 A third explanation of possible later migration is that animals could have crossed land bridges. This is, after all, how it is supposed by evolutionists that many animals and people migrated from Asia to the Americas—over a land bridge at the Bering Straits. For such land bridges to have existed, we may need to assume that sea levels were lower in the post-Flood period—an assumption based on a biblical model of the Ice Age.

Ice Age

As Michael Oard, a retired meteorologist and Ice Age researcher, has suggested in chapter 16, an Ice Age may have followed closely after the Flood. In his detailed analysis, Oard proposed a mechanism of how the rare conditions required to form an Ice Age may have been triggered by the Flood, and shows how this explains the field evidence for an Ice Age.3
Severe climatic changes could have been the catalyst that encouraged certain species to migrate in certain directions. These severe changes could also have accounted for some of the many extinctions that occurred. Additionally, Oard’s studies provide a model for how land bridges could have developed.

Oard has pointed out that certain observed features from the Ice Age cause problems for the evolutionist, not the creationist. Thus, a creationist explanation of the Ice Age better explains the facts. An example of such an issue is that of disharmonious associations of fossils—fossils of creatures normally associated with different conditions (such as creatures with a preference for hot and cold climates) being found in close proximity.

One of the more puzzling problems for uniformitarian theories of the ice age is disharmonious associations of fossils, in which species from different climatic regimes are juxtaposed. For example, a hippopotamus fossil found together with a reindeer fossil.4
Oard suggests that even with present topography, a number of significant land bridges would have existed to facilitate migrations if the sea level were only 180 ft (55 m) below current levels. However, there is even evidence that the land in some places where land bridges would be necessary could have been higher still. Thus, land bridges facilitated by the Ice Age constitute a serious model to explain how some migrations could have been possible.

Some still remain skeptical about the idea of land bridges all the way to Australia. Nevertheless, by a combination of methods that we see today, including land bridges, there are rational explanations as to how animals may have reached the far corners of the world. Of course, we were not there at the time to witness how this migration may have happened, but those adhering to a biblical worldview can be certain that animals obviously did get to far places, and that there are rational ways in which it could have happened.

We should therefore have no problem accepting the Bible as true. Creationist scientific models of animal migration are equally as valid as evolutionary models, if not more so. The reason such models are rejected is that they do not fit in with the orthodox, secular evolutionary worldview.

It is not a problem for us to rationalize why certain animals do not appear in certain parts of the world. Why, for example, does Australia have such an unusual fauna, including so many marsupials? Marsupials are, of course, known elsewhere in the world. For example, opossums are found in North and South America, and fossilized marsupials have been found elsewhere. But in many places, climatic changes and other factors could lead to their extinction.

The lack of great marsupials in other continents need be no more of a problem than the lack of dinosaurs. As with many species today, they just died out—a reminder of a sin-cursed world. One proposed theory is that marsupials—because they bore their young in pouches—were able to travel farther and faster than mammals that had to stop to care for their young. They were able to establish themselves in far-flung Australia before competitors reached the continent.

Similar statements could be made about the many unusual bird species in New Zealand, on islands from which mammals were absent until the arrival of European settlers.

Recolonization Theory

The most logical interpretation of the biblical record of the Flood and its aftermath would seem to suggest that the animals disembarked and then recolonized the planet. Comparisons with modern migrations and incidents such as Surtsey have suggested that this recolonization need not have taken long. A plain reading of Scripture suggests that the Ark landed in the mountains of Ararat, most likely in the region of modern Turkey and Central Asia. It is also our contention that the significant quantity of death represented by the fossil record is best understood by reference to the Genesis Flood (i.e., the majority of fossils formed as a result of the Flood).

More recently, a theory has developed among certain creationists in the UK and Europe which suggests that the fossil record is actually a record not of catastrophe but of processes occurring during recolonization. This theory is called the Recolonization Theory.5
Proponents of this theory suggest that the Flood completely obliterated the earth’s previous crust so that none of the present fossils were caused by it. To accommodate fossilization processes, Recolonization Theory suggests that the age of the earth be stretched by a few thousand years. Some advocates of this view suggest an age of about 8,000 years for the earth, while others suggest figures as high as 20,000 years.

A detailed criticism of Recolonization Theory has previously been published by McIntosh, Edmondson, and Taylor6, and another by Holt7.

The principal error of this view is that it starts from supposed scientific anomalies, such as the fossil record, rather than from Scripture. This has led to the proposals among some Recolonizers, but not all, that there must be gaps in the genealogies recorded in Genesis 5 and 11, even though there is no need for such gaps. Indeed the suggestion of gaps in these genealogies causes further doctrinal problems.8
Even the views of those Recolonizers who do not expand the genealogies contain possible seeds of compromise. Because the Recolonizers accept the geologic column, and because the Middle East has a great deal of what is called Cretaceous rock, it follows that the Middle East would need to be submerged after the Flood, at the very time of the Tower of Babel events in Genesis 11. This has led some of the Recolonizers to speculate that the Ark actually landed in Africa, and therefore, that continent was the host to the events of Genesis 11 and 12. This would seem to be a very weak position exegetically and historically. Such exegetical weaknesses led Professor Andy McIntosh and his colleagues to comment, “Their science is driving their interpretation of Scripture, and not the other way round.”9
Conclusions

We must not be downhearted by critics and their frequent accusations against the Bible. We must not be surprised that so many people will believe all sorts of strange things, whatever the logic.

Starting from our presupposition that the Bible’s account is true, we have seen that scientific models can be developed to explain the post-Flood migration of animals. These models correspond to observed data and are consistent with the Bible’s account. It is notable that opponents of biblical creationism use similar models in their evolutionary explanations of animal migrations. While a model may eventually be superseded, it is important to note that such biblically consistent models exist. In any event, we have confidence in the scriptural account, finding it to be accurate and authoritative.10 The fact of animal migration around the world is illustrative of the goodness and graciousness of God, who provided above and beyond our needs.

动物如何出挪亚方舟并分散到世界各地？by Paul F. Taylor

“世界性的动物分布”这一论题常被用来攻击圣经创造论者。批评创造论的人说：世界性的动物分布证明全球性的洪水或方舟根本不可能出现。如果方舟是在中东某处着陆，那么所有动物应该就在那里离开方舟，包括那些现在我们在中东找不到的动物，或那一带发现的化石里找不到的动物。袋鼠怎能去到澳洲，几维(一种新西兰产的无翼鸟)又怎能去到新西兰？北极熊怎么可能去到北美，而企鹅又怎能去到南极的呢？
不是自然教科书
无神论者常说：「圣经不是自然教科书。」他们说得当然没错，因为科学教科书每年都会改版，然而圣经却是那位绝无虚晃的神所给我们永恒不变的话语。虽然如此，当论及科学题目时，我们依然可以信赖圣经。圣经给我们看到人类整个图画，我们可以依照这个图画建立科学模型，这些科学模型可以帮助我们理解以往的事是怎样发生的。这些模型可以出错，但圣经却是无误的，这就是说将来的研究可能会质疑目前的模型，而不会质疑圣经。
有了这个概念后，我们就要问：有没有一个根据圣经所造的模型，是可以帮助我们解释动物是怎样从方舟着陆的地方迁移到它们现在所居住的地方的？答案是肯定的。
铁一般的事实
合符圣经所说的动物迁移模型是要从圣经开始。从创世记中，我们搜集到以下有关的事实：
1. 「凡有血肉的活物、每样两个、一公一母、你要带进方舟、好在你那里保全生命。飞鸟各从其类、牲畜各从其类、地上的昆虫各从其类、每样两个、要到你那里、好保全生命。」（创世记六章19-20）圣经清楚说明各种有气息的陆地动物及鸟类的代表都在方舟上。一些支持创造论的科学家用一个专用名词“baramin”去表示“种类”。“Baramin”是希伯来文，用来表示“被造的种类”，这些“baramin”可繁衍成现在的动物种类。例如方舟里不大可能有两只狮子及两只老虎，方舟里应只有两只猫科动物，狮子，老虎及其它猫科动物都是由这两只猫科动物繁衍出来的。
2. 创世记六章20节让我们知道那些动物是自己走到挪亚那里，挪亚不需要去捉它们。所以，是在神的掌控下存留这些动物群，他的目的是要动物群被保存下来。因此，动物迁移到哪里也是由神决定，而不是偶然发生的。
3. 「七月十七日、方舟停在亚拉腊山上。」（创世记８：４）圣经清楚指出方舟着陆在亚拉腊地区，但究竟是否是现今的亚拉腊山这一点上出现了争论。我们将会看到这个问题是很关键的。“山”这字在圣经里是复数，所以方舟应该不像在儿童画册里所画的那样停在山顶的一点上，它应是停在土耳其西部（即现在亚拉腊山座落的位置）与伊朗东部（山脉的延伸）一带的山脉上。
4. 这是神的旨意是要地球再次被充满。「神对挪亚说、你和你的妻子、儿子、儿妇、都可以出方舟。在你那里凡有血肉的活物、就是飞鸟、牲畜、和一切爬在地上的昆虫、都要带出来、叫他在地上多多滋生、大大兴旺。于是挪亚和他的妻子、儿子、儿妇、都出来了。一切走兽、昆虫、飞鸟、和地上所有的动物、各从其类、也都出了方舟。」（创世记８：１５－１９）神的旨意是让动物多多地滋生，大大地兴旺。
知道这些事实后，我们可以建立两个圣经原则：洪水之后，神设计地球的生态重组，包括那些脆弱的动物种类；动物必须从名为亚拉腊的山脉地带分散出去。
在建立任何符合圣经的模型时都要包含这两个原则。下面所建议的模型是建立在信心里的，带上圣经的眼镜去观察解释已知的事实。圣经是神所默示的，但我们的科学模型却不是。如果我们后来发现这些模型站不住脚，我们也不会对圣经的绝对权威性能动摇。
下面的模型是用了狗的繁殖作例子去解释动物怎能迅速地再次遍满地球。两只狗从挪亚方舟出来后开始繁殖更多狗，在相对较短的时间内将会有不同种类，不同形状以及大小不等的狗以惊人的数量出现。这些狗便开始由亚拉腊地区散布到世界的各个地方。
因为这些狗分布到世界各地不同地方，他们中间产生了变化，因而让我们今天可以看到不同品种的狗。但我们需要注意的是他们仍然是狗。这样同种类里产生变化的繁殖也会在其它不同种类的动物里发生。
本章必须对此作出总结。我用了 “再殖民”这个字，但我要强调这个字不是指那所谓的 “再殖民理论”。我会稍后解释这个“再殖民理论”。
现代的再殖民
圣经创造论者常遭指责说袋鼠不会自己跳到澳洲，因为在往澳洲的沿途没有找到袋鼠的化石。但是，预料会找到这样的化石是一个假设性的错误。预料会找到化石是因为大家假设动物群是必然会逐渐形成化石。事实上，动物死后是不一定变成化石的，除非他们突然被迅速埋葬。否则，他们的骨头会在矿化前就被分解。尽管事实告诉我们以前虽有数百万的北美野牛生活在北美大草原上，但在那里也找不到北美野牛的化石。同样地，虽然我们知道狮子曾生活在以色列，但我们在以色列也找不到狮子化石。
我们可以用更多的现在殖民例子作为对照。例如，Britannica百科全书提及Surtsey岛和喀拉喀托火山(印度尼西亚一火山岛)，及各物种的繁殖。
冰岛附近的Surtsey 火山在1963年的爆发六个月后，少数细菌、霉菌、昆虫及鸟类就殖民到那里。位于亚热带太平洋的喀拉喀托的火山在1883年爆发，爆发后的一年内，少数的草类品种、昆虫和脊椎动物就已经在岛上。不消几十年，数百种动物都分别到达这两个岛上了。虽然不是所有到岛上的动物都能长居那里及繁殖，但最终岛上的生物群都稳定于一个动态的平衡上。
不会飞的动物可以在洪水之后到地球的其它地方似乎有点神秘。其实，他们可以随着一些巨大的浮木上漂流。这些浮木是来自洪水前的大森林，它们于洪水来时都被摧毁，很可能于洪水后的几十年还随着水流不断在海洋上漂流。也可能有些动物是人类后来带他们去另一地方的。Savolainen 等人曾举例说：所有的澳洲野犬都是一只由东南亚被驯养的母狗的后代。洪水后动物迁移的第三个解释是动物可以横过地块桥。进化论者也认为很多在亚洲的动物及人类都是走过在白令海峡的地块桥到达美洲的。我们可能需要假设在洪水后的那段时间，海平面是很低的； 否则，那些地块桥就不可以存在。这个假设是建立在圣经的冰河时代。
冰河时代
一位已退休的气象学家和冰河时代的研究者Michael Oard提到，洪水之后可能出现过一个冰河时期。在仔细分析后，Oard提出一机制解释洪水怎样触发一些罕见现象，致使冰河时期的开始。这个机制也显示了怎样解释冰河时期的土地证据。
恶劣的气候变化是某些种类的动物向某一方向迁移的催化剂，有些动物也可能是因为这些恶劣的气候而绝种。另外，Oard的研究提供一个模型解释地块桥是怎样形成的。
Oard指出，有一些从观察冰河时代得到的特质给进化论者造成问题，反而不是创造论者。所以，用创造论的角度解释冰河时代更能说明事实。例如，进化论者不能解释“化石的不协调关系”－ 一些不同生活环境的动物化石竟然在很接近的地方被发现。（例如，热带生物和寒带生物）。
冰河时代的均变理论中令人莫明其妙的问题之一就是“化石的不协调关系”， 就是生活在不同气候的动物被并置在一起，例如河马化石与驯鹿化石在同一地点 被发现。
Oard依照现在的地形建议，要有一定数目的大型地块桥出现，使迁移成功进行的话，当时的海平面只要比现今的海平面低180英尺（55米）就足够了。我们甚至找到证据证明有些地块桥是有一定高度的。因此，因冰河时代而产生的地块桥构成了一个可信的模型去解释那时的迁移是怎样进行的。
有些人还在质疑地块桥一直伸延到澳洲的说法。然而，按照今天我们看见的不同方法的结合，包括地块桥，动物到世界更遥远的角落是有合理解释的。当然，我们不能以目击者身份去证实当时的迁移是怎样进行的，但那些持圣经世界观的人，可以肯定动物真的去到遥远的地方，而且他们用的方法也是合理的。
因此我们应该绝对的相信圣经的真实。动物迁移的创造论科学模型就算比进化论的合理，也有充分的理据，但这些解释不被接纳的原因是它们不符合公认的信仰：世俗进化论的世界观。
我们不难理解为什么有些动物不在地球的某些地方出现。比方说，为什么澳洲有这么多罕见的动物群，包括很多的有袋动物？当然，在世界的其它地方也能找到有袋动物，在北美及南美可以找到负鼠，而在其它地方也能找到有袋动物的化石。不过，在很多的地方，气候转变及其它因素都可导致他们绝种。
在其它地方找不到有袋动物与找不到恐龙来比较，只是一个小问题。只不过跟现在很多的动物一样，他们都死光了－这提醒我们世界是被罪咀咒了。有一理论建议有袋动物之所以能比哺乳动物走得更远更快，是因为他们把年幼的孩子放在袋中，而哺乳动物则要停下来照顾他们年幼的孩子。因此，有袋动物可以在其竞争者未到达之前便到达遥远的澳洲。
我们也可以这样说法解释罕见的新西兰鸟种，而这些岛屿上在欧洲移民到达之前根本还没有哺乳动物。
再殖民理论
要说明洪水和其后果，相信最合理的解释是动物都离开方舟然后在地球再殖民。与现代的迁移事件比较，像Surtsey所说明的，再殖民不需要很长时间。圣经清楚指出方舟在亚拉腊山脉着陆，这大概是现在的土耳其和亚洲中部一带。化石的记录告诉我们那里曾有大量的生物死亡，这最能证实创世记记录的洪水（也就是大部分的化石形成都是因为洪水的爆发），这个也是我们的论点。
最近，一些英国及欧洲的创造论者提出一个理论说明化石记录其实不是记录了一次大灾难的发生，而是记录再殖民时的过程，这就是“再殖民理论”。
结论
我们不应因别人的批评，及他们对圣经的指控而感到垂头丧气；我们也不要稀奇人们相信各种奇怪的事，不合逻辑的事。
从我们相信圣经的记载是真实的这一先决条件开始，我们看到了解释洪水后动物迁移的科学模型。这些模型与观察得来的数据是相应的，也与圣经的记载一致。值得注意的是圣经创造论的反对者也用相似的模型去说明他们对动物迁移的进化论解释。当这个模型最后被取代，我们仍要知道合符圣经的模型是继续存在的。无论任何时候，我们都对圣经有信心，它是准确而且权威的。动物迁移这一事实说明了神是良善的，他给予我们的是超越我们所求所想的。
What Really Happened to the Dinosaurs? by Ken Ham

Dinosaurs are used more than almost anything else to indoctrinate children and adults in the idea of millions of years of earth history. However, the Bible gives us a framework for explaining dinosaurs in terms of thousands of years of history, including the mystery of when they lived and what happened to them. Two key texts are Genesis 1:24–25 and Job 40:15–24.

Are Dinosaurs a Mystery?

Many think that the existence of dinosaurs and their demise is shrouded in such mystery that we may never know the truth about where they came from, when they lived, and what happened to them. However, dinosaurs are only a mysteryif you accept the evolutionary story of their history.

According to evolutionists: Dinosaurs first evolved around 235 million years ago, long before man evolved.1 No human being ever lived with dinosaurs. Their history is recorded in the fossil layers on earth, which were deposited over millions of years. They were so successful as a group of animals that they eventually ruled the earth. However, around 65 million years ago, something happened to change all of this—the dinosaurs disappeared. Most evolutionists believe some sort of cataclysmic event, such as an asteroid impact, killed them. But many evolutionists claim that some dinosaurs evolved into birds, and thus they are not extinct but are flying around us even today.2
There is no mystery surrounding dinosaurs if you accept the Bible’s totally different account of dinosaur history.
According to the Bible: Dinosaurs first existed around 6,000 years ago.3 God made the dinosaurs, along with the other land animals, on Day 6 of the Creation Week (Genesis 1:20–25,31). Adam and Eve were also made on Day 6—so dinosaurs lived at the same time as people, not separated by eons of time.
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Dinosaurs could not have died out before people appeared because dinosaurs had not previously existed; and death, bloodshed, disease, and suffering are a resultof Adam’s sin (Genesis 1:29–30;Romans 5:12, 14; 1 Corinthians 15:21–22).
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Representatives of all the kinds of air-breathing land animals, including the dinosaur kinds, went aboard Noah’s Ark. All those left outside the Ark died in the cataclysmic circumstances of theFlood, and many of their remains became fossils.
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After the Flood, around 4,300 years ago, the remnant of the land animals, including dinosaurs, came off the Ark and lived in the present world, along with people. Because of sin, the judgments of the Curse and the Flood have greatly changed earth. Post-Flood climatic change, lack of food, disease, and man’s activities caused many types of animals to become extinct. The dinosaurs, like many other creatures, died out. Why the big mystery about dinosaurs?

Why Such Different Views?

How can there be such totally different explanations for dinosaurs? Whether one is an evolutionist or accepts the Bible’s account of history, the evidence for dinosaurs is the same. All scientists have the same facts—they have the same world, the same fossils, the same living creatures, the same universe.

If the “facts” are the same, then how can the explanations be so different? The reason is that scientists have only the present—dinosaur fossils exist only in the present—but scientists are trying to connect the fossils in the present to the past. They ask, “What happened in history to bring dinosaurs into existence, wipe them out, and leave many of them fossilized?”4
The science that addresses such issues is known as historical or origins science, and it differs from the operational science that gives us computers, inexpensive food, space exploration, electricity, and the like. Origins science deals with the past, which is not accessible to direct experimentation, whereas operational science deals with how the world works in the here and now, which, of course, is open to repeatable experiments. Because of difficulties in reconstructing the past, those who study fossils (paleontologists) have diverse views on dinosaurs.5 As has been said, “Paleontology (the study of fossils) is much like politics: passions run high, and it’s easy to draw very different conclusions from the same set of facts.”6
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A paleontologist who believes the record in the Bible, which claims to be the Word of God,7 will come to different conclusions than an atheist who rejects the Bible. Willful denial of God’s Word (2 Peter 3:3–7) lies at the root of many disputes over historical science.

Many people think the Bible is just a book about religion or salvation. It is much more than this. The Bible is the History Book of the Universe and tells us the future destiny of the universe as well. It gives us an account of when time began, the main events of history, such as the entrance of sin and death into the world, the time when the whole surface of the globe was destroyed by water, the giving of different languages at the Tower of Babel, the account of theSon of God coming as a man, His death and Resurrection, and the new heavens and earth to come.
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Ultimately, there are only two ways of thinking: starting with the revelation from God (the Bible) as foundational to all thinking (including biology, history, and geology), resulting in a Christian worldview; or starting with man’s beliefs (for example, the evolutionary story) as foundational to all thinking, resulting in a secular worldview.

Most Christians have been indoctrinated through the media and education system to think in a secular way. They tend to take secular thinking to the Bible, instead of using the Bible to buildtheir thinking (Romans 12:1–2; Ephesians 4:20–24).

The Bible says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7) and “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10).

If one begins with an evolutionary view of history (for which there were no witnesses or written record), then this way of thinking will be used to explain the evidence that exists in the present. Thus, we have the evolutionary explanation for dinosaurs above.

But if one begins with the biblical view of history from the written record of an eyewitness (God) to all events of history, then a totally different way of thinking, based on this, will be used to explain the same evidence. Thus, we have the biblical explanation given above.

Dinosaur History

Fossil bones of dinosaurs are found around the world. Many of these finds consist of just fragments of bones, but some nearly complete skeletons have been found. Scientists have been able to describe many different types of dinosaurs based on distinctive characteristics, such as the structure of the skull and limbs.8
Where Did Dinosaurs Come From?

The Bible tells us that God created different kinds of land animals on Day 6 of Creation Week (Genesis 1:24–25). Because dinosaurs were land animals, this must have included the dinosaur kinds.9
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Evolutionists claim that dinosaurs evolved from some reptile that had originally evolved from amphibians. But they cannot point to any clear transitional (in-between) forms to substantiate their argument. Dinosaur family trees in evolutionary books show many distinct types of dinosaurs, but only hypothetical lines join them up to some common ancestor. The lines are dotted because there is no fossil evidence. Evolutionists simply cannot prove their belief in a nondinosaur ancestor for dinosaurs.

What Did Dinosaurs Look Like?

Scientists generally do not dig up a dinosaur with all its flesh intact. Even if they found all the bones, they still would have less than 40 percent of the animal to work out what it originally looked like. The bones do not tell the color of the animal, for example, although some fossils of skin impressions have been found, indicating the skin texture. As there is some diversity of color among reptiles living today, dinosaurs may have varied greatly in color, skin texture, and so on.

When reconstructing dinosaurs from bony remains, scientists make all kinds of guesses and often disagree. For example, debate has raged about whether dinosaurs were warm- or cold-blooded. It is even difficult to tell whether a dinosaur was male or female from its bones. There is much speculation about such things.

Sometimes scientists make mistakes in their reconstructions, which need correction when more bones are found. For instance, the famous Brontosaurus is not in newer dinosaur dictionaries. The original “discoverer” put the wrong head on a skeleton of a dinosaur that had already been named Apatosaurus.10
Who Discovered Dinosaurs?

Secular books would tell you that the first discovery of what later were called dinosaurs was in 1677 when Dr. Robert Plot found bones so big they were thought to belong to a giant elephant or a giant human.11
In 1822, Mary Anne Mantell went for a walk along a country road in Sussex, England. According to tradition, she found a stone that glittered in the sunlight and showed it to her fossil-collecting husband. Dr. Mantell, a physician, noticed that the stone contained a tooth similar to, but much larger than, that of modern reptiles. He concluded that it belonged to some extinct giant plant-eating reptile with teeth like an iguana. In 1825 he named the owner of the tooth Iguanodon(iguana tooth). It was Dr. Mantell who began to popularize the “age of reptiles.”12
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From a biblical perspective, however, the time of the above discoveries was actually the time when dinosaurs were rediscovered. Adam discovered dinosaurs when he first observed them.

When Did Dinosaurs Live?

Evolutionists claim dinosaurs lived millions of years ago. But it is important to realize that when they dig up a dinosaur bone it does not have a label attached showing its date. Evolutionists obtain their dates by indirect dating methods that other scientists question, and there is much evidence against the millions of years.13
Does God tell us when He made Tyrannosaurus rex? Many would say no. But the Bible states that God made all things in six normal days. He made the land animals, including dinosaurs, on Day 6 (Genesis 1:24–25), so they date from around 6,000 years ago—the approximate date of creation obtained by adding up the years in the Bible.14 So, since T. rex was a land animal and God made all the land animals on Day 6, then God made T. rex on Day 6.
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Furthermore, from the Bible we see that there was no death, bloodshed, disease, or suffering before sin.15 If one approaches Genesis to Revelation consistently, interpreting Scripture with Scripture, then death and bloodshed of man and animals came into the world only afterAdam sinned. The first death of an animal occurred when God shed an animal’s blood in the Garden of Eden and clothed Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21). This was also a picture of the Atonement—foreshadowing Christ’s blood that was to be shed for us. Thus, there could nothave been bones of dead animals before sin—this would undermine the gospel.

This means that the dinosaurs must have died after sin entered the world, not before. Dinosaur bones could not be millions of years old because Adam lived only thousands of years ago.

Does the Bible Mention Dinosaurs?

If people saw dinosaurs, you would think that ancient historical writings, such as the Bible, should mention them. The King James Version was first translated in 1611.16 Some people think that because the word “dinosaur” is not found in this or other translations, the Bible does not mention dinosaurs.
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It was not until 1841, however, that the word “dinosaur” was invented.17 Sir Richard Owen, a famous British anatomist and first superintendent of the British Museum (and a staunch anti-Darwinist), on viewing the bones of Iguanodon and Megalosaurus, realized these represented a unique group of reptiles that had not yet been classified. He coined the term “dinosaur” from Greek words meaning “terrible lizard.”18
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Thus, one would not expect to find the word “dinosaur” in the King James Bible—the word did not exist when the translation was done.

Is there another word for “dinosaur”? There aredragon legends from around the world. Many dragon descriptions fit the characteristics of specific dinosaurs. Could these actually be accounts of encounters with what we now call dinosaurs?

Just as Flood legends are based on a real global Flood (Flood of Noah)— dragon legends are possibly based on actual encounters with real animals that today we call dinosaurs. Many of these land-dragon descriptions do fit with what we know about dinosaurs.

In Genesis 1:21, the Bible says, “And God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed, after their kind.” The Hebrew word here for “sea monsters” (“whales” in KJV) is the word translated elsewhere as “dragon” (Hebrew:tannin). So, in the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, God may be describing the great sea dragons (sea-dwelling, dinosaur-type animals) that He created.

There are other Bible passages about dragons that lived in the sea: “the dragons in the waters” (Psalm 74:13), “and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea” (Isaiah 27:1). Though the word “dinosaur” strictly refers to animals that lived on the land, the sea reptiles and flying reptiles are often grouped with the dinosaurs. The sea dragons could have included dinosaur-type animals such as the Mosasaurus.19
Job 41 describes a great animal that lived in the sea, Leviathan, that even breathed fire. This “dragon” may have been something like the mighty 40 ft. (12 m) Sarcosuchus imperator (Super Croc),20 or the 82 ft. (25 m) Liopleurodon.

There is also mention of a flying serpent in the Bible: the “fiery flying serpent” (Isaiah 30:6). This could be a reference to one of the pterodactyls, which are popularly thought of as flying dinosaurs, such as the Pteranodon, Rhamphorhynchus, or Ornithocheirus.21
Not long after the Flood, God was showing a man called Job how great He was as Creator, by reminding Job of the largest land animal He had made:

Look now at the behemoth, which I made along with you; he eats grass like an ox. See now, his strength is in his hips, and his power is in his stomach muscles. He moves his tail like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are tightly knit. His bones are like beams of bronze, his ribs like bars of iron. He is the first of the ways of God; only He who made him can bring near His sword (Job 40:15–19).

The phrase “first of the ways of God” suggests this was the largest land animal God had made. So what kind of animal was “behemoth”?

Bible translators, not being sure what this beast was, often transliterated the Hebrew, and thus the word behemoth (e.g., KJV, NKJV, NASB, NIV). However, in many Bible commentaries and Bible footnotes, “behemoth” is said to be “possibly the hippopotamus or elephant.”22 Some Bible versions actually translate “behemoth” this way.23 Besides the fact that the elephant and hippo were not the largest land animals God made (some of the dinosaurs far eclipsed these), this description does not make sense, since the tail of behemoth is compared to the large cedar tree (Job 40:17).

Now an elephant’s tiny tail (or a hippo’s tail that looks like a flap of skin) is quite unlike a cedar tree. Clearly, the elephant and the hippo could not possibly be “behemoth.”

No living creature comes close to this description. However, behemoth is very much likeBrachiosaurus, one of the large dinosaurs.
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Are There Other Ancient Records of Dinosaurs?

In the film The Great Dinosaur Mystery,24 a number of dragon accounts are presented:

· A Sumerian story dating back to 2000 BC or earlier tells of a hero named Gilgamesh, who, when he went to fell cedars in a remote forest, encountered a huge vicious dragon that he slew, cutting off its head as a trophy.

· When Alexander the Great (c. 330 BC) and his soldiers marched into India, they found that the Indians worshipped huge hissing reptiles that they kept in caves.

· China is renowned for its dragon stories, and dragons are prominent on Chinese pottery, embroidery, and carvings.

· England and several other cultures retain the story of St. George, who slew a dragon that lived in a cave.

· There is the story of a tenth-century Irishman who wrote of his encounter with what appears to have been a Stegosaurus.

· In the 1500s, a European scientific book, Historia Animalium, listed several living animals that we would call dinosaurs. A well-known naturalist of the time, Ulysses Aldrovandus, recorded an encounter between a peasant named Baptista and a dragon whose description fits that of the small dinosaur Tanystropheus. The encounter was on May 13, 1572, near Bologna in Italy, and the peasant killed the dragon.

Petroglyphs (drawings carved on rock) of dinosaurlike creatures have also been found.25
In summary, people down through the ages have been very familiar with dragons. The descriptions of these animals fit with what we know about dinosaurs. The Bible mentions such creatures, even ones that lived in the sea and flew in the air. There is a tremendous amount of other historical evidence that such creatures have lived beside people.

What Do the Bones Say?

There is also physical evidence that dinosaur bones are not millions of years old. Scientists from Montana State University found T. rex bones that were not totally fossilized. Sections of the bones were like fresh bone and contained what seems to be blood cells and hemoglobin. If these bones really were tens of millions of years old, then the blood cells and hemoglobin would have totally disintegrated.26 Also, there should not be “fresh” bones if they were really millions of years old.27 A report by these scientists stated the following:

A thin slice of T. rex bone glowed amber beneath the lens of my microscope ... . The lab filled with murmurs of amazement, for I had focused on something inside the vessels that none of us had ever noticed before: tiny round objects, translucent red with a dark center ... . Red blood cells? The shape and location suggested them, but blood cells are mostly water and couldn’t possibly have stayed preserved in the 65-million-year-old tyrannosaur ... . The bone sample that had us so excited came from a beautiful, nearly complete specimen of Tyrannosaurus rex unearthed in 1990 ... . When the team brought the dinosaur into the lab, we noticed that some parts deep inside the long bone of the leg had not completely fossilized ... . So far, we think that all of this evidence supports the notion that our slices ofT. rex could contain preserved heme and hemoglobin fragments. But more work needs to be done before we are confident enough to come right out and say, “Yes, this T. rex has blood compounds left in its tissues.”28
Unfossilized duck-billed dinosaur bones have been found on the North Slope in Alaska.29 Also, creation scientists collected such (unfossilized) frozen dinosaur bones in Alaska.30 Evolutionists would not say that these bones had stayed frozen for the many millions of years since these dinosaurs supposedly died out (according to evolutionary theory). Yet the bones could not have survived for the millions of years unmineralized. This is a puzzle to those who believe in an “age of dinosaurs” millions of years ago, but not to someone who builds his thinking on the Bible.

What Did Dinosaurs Eat and How Did They Behave?

Movies like Jurassic Park and The Lost World portray most dinosaurs as aggressive meat-eaters. But the mere presence of sharp teeth does not tell you how an animal behaved or necessarily what food it ate—only what kind of teeth it had (for ripping food and the like). However, by studying fossil dinosaur dung (coprolite), scientists have been able to determine the diet of some dinosaurs.31
Originally, before sin, all animals, including the dinosaurs, were vegetarian. Genesis 1:30 states, “And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to every thing that creeps upon the earth, which has life, I have given every green herb for food: and it was so.”

This means that even T. rex, before sin entered the world, ate only plants. Some people object to this by pointing to the big teeth that a large T. rex had, insisting they must have been used for attacking animals. However, just because an animal has big, sharp teeth does not mean it eats meat. It just means it has big, sharp teeth!32
Many animals today have sharp teeth but are basically vegetarian. The giant panda has sharp teeth like a meat-eater’s, but it eats bamboo. Perhaps the panda’s teeth were beautifully designed to eat bamboo. To explain why a giant panda has teeth like a meat-eaters today, yet eats bamboo, evolutionists have to say that the giant panda evolved as a meat eater, and then switched to bamboo.33
Different species of bats variously eat fruit, nectar, insects, small animals, and blood, but their teeth do not clearly indicate what they eat.34 Bears have teeth with carnivore features, but some bears are vegetarian, and many, if not most, are mainly vegetarian.

Before sin, God described the world as “very good” (Genesis 1:31). Some cannot accept this concept of perfect harmony because of the food chain that they observe in today’s world. However, one cannot look at the sin-cursed world and the resultant death and struggle, and use this to reject the Genesis account of history. Everything has changed because of sin. That’s why Paul describes the present creation as “groaning” (Romans 8:22). One must look through the Bible’s “eyes” to understand the world.35
Some argue that people or animals would have been hurt even in an ideal world. They contend that even before sin, Adam or an animal could have stood on small creatures or scratched himself on a branch. Now these sorts of situations are true of today’s fallen world—the present world is not perfect; it is suffering from the effects of the Curse (Romans 8:22). One cannot look at the Bible through the world’s eyes and insist that the world before sin was just like the world we see today. We do not know what a perfect world, continually restored and totally upheld by God’s power (Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3), would have been like—we have never experienced perfection (only Adam and Eve did before sin).

We do get little glimpses from Scripture, however; in Deuteronomy 8:4, 29:5 and Nehemiah 9:21, we are told that when the Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years, their clothes and shoes did not wear out, nor did their feet swell. When God upholds things perfectly, wearing out or being hurt in any way is not even an option.

Think of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:26–27). They came out of the fire without even the smell of smoke on them. Again, when the Lord upholds perfectly, being hurt is not possible. In a perfect world, before sin and the Curse, God would have upheld everything, but in this cursed world, things run down. Many commentators believe the description in Isaiah 11:6–9of the wolf and lamb, and the lion that eats straw like an ox, is a picture of the new earth in the future restoration (Acts 3:21) when there will be no more curse or death (Revelation 21:1, 22:3). The animals described are living peacefully as vegetarians (this is also the description of the animal world before sin—Genesis 1:30). Today’s world has been changed dramatically because of sin and the Curse. The present food chain and animal behavior (which also changed after the Flood—Genesis 9:2–3) cannot be used as a basis for interpreting the Bible—the Bible explains why the world is the way it is.

In the beginning, God gave Adam and Eve dominion over the animals: “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth’” (Genesis 1:28). Looking at today’s world, we are reminded of Hebrews 2:8: “For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him.” Man’s relationship with all things changed because of sin—they are not “under him” as they were originally.

Most people, including most Christians, tend to observe the world as it is today, with all its death and suffering, and then take that observation to the Bible and interpret it in that light. But we are sinful, fallible human beings, observing a sin-cursed world (Romans 8:22); and thus, we need to start with divine revelation, the Bible, to begin to understand.

So how did fangs and claws come about? Dr. Henry Morris, a founding figure in the modern creation movement, states:

Whether such structures as fangs and claws were part of their original equipment, or were recessive features which only became dominant due to selection processes later, or were mutational features following the Curse, or exactly what, must await further research.36
After sin entered the world, everything changed. Maybe some animals started eating each other at this stage. By the time of Noah, God described what had happened this way: “So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth” (Genesis 6:12).

Also, after the Flood, God changed the behavior of animals. We read, “And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand” (Genesis 9:2). Thus, man would find it much more difficult to carry out the dominion mandate given in Genesis 1:28.

Why Do We Find Dinosaur Fossils?

Fossil formation requires a sudden burial. When an animal dies, it usually gets eaten or decays until there is nothing left. To form a fossil, unique conditions are required to preserve the animal and replace it with minerals, etc.

Evolutionists once claimed that the fossil record was formed slowly as animals died and were gradually covered by sediment. But they have acknowledged more recently that the fossil record must involve catastrophic processes.37 To form the billions of fossils worldwide, in layers sometimes kilometers thick, the organisms, by and large, must have been buried quickly. Many evolutionists now say the fossil record formed quickly, in spurts interspersed by millions of years.

According to the Bible, as time went on, earth became full of wickedness, so God determined that He would send a global Flood “to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life” (Genesis 6:17).

God commanded Noah to build a very large boat into which he would take his family and representatives of every kind of land-dwelling, air-breathing animal (that God Himself would choose and send to Noah, Genesis 6:20). This must have included two of each kind of dinosaur.

How Did Dinosaurs Fit on the Ark?

Many people think of dinosaurs as large creatures that would never have fit into the Ark.

But the average size of a dinosaur, based on the skeletons found over the earth, is about the size of a sheep.38 Indeed, many dinosaurs were relatively small. For instance, Struthiomimus was the size of an ostrich, and Compsognathus was no bigger than a rooster. Only a few dinosaurs grew to extremely large sizes (e.g., Brachiosaurus and Apatosaurus), but even they were not as large as the largest animal in the world today, the blue whale. (Reptiles have the potential to grow as long as they live. Thus, the large dinosaurs were probably very old ones.)

Dinosaurs laid eggs, and the biggest fossil dinosaur egg found is about the size of a football.39Even the largest dinosaurs were very small when first hatched. Remember that the animals that came off the boat were to repopulate the earth. Thus, it would have been necessary to choose young adults, which would soon be in the prime of their reproductive life, to go on the Ark. Recent research suggests that dinosaurs underwent rapid adolescent growth spurts.40 So it is realistic to assume that God would have sent young adults to the Ark, not fully grown creatures.

Some might argue that the 600 or more named species of dinosaurs could not have fit on the Ark. But Genesis 6:20 states that representative kinds of land animals boarded the Ark. The question then is, what is a “kind” (Hebrew: min)? Biblical creationists have pointed out that there can be many species descended from a kind. For example, there are many types of cats in the world, but all cat species probably came from only a few kinds of cats originally.41 The cat varieties today have developed by natural and artificial selection acting on the original variation in the information (genes) of the original cats. This has produced different combinations and subsets of information, and thus different types of cats.

Mutations (errors in copying of the genes during reproduction) can also contribute to the variation, but the changes caused by mutations are “downhill,” causing loss of the original information.

Even speciation could occur through these processes. This speciation is not “evolution,” since it is based on the created information already present and is thus a limited, downhill process, not involving an upward increase in complexity. Thus, only a few feline pairs would have been needed on Noah’s Ark.

Dinosaur names have tended to proliferate, with new names being given to just a few pieces of bone, even if the skeleton looks similar to one that is a different size or found in a different country. There were probably fewer than 50 distinct groups or kinds of dinosaurs that had to be on the Ark.42
Also, it must be remembered that Noah’s Ark was extremely large and quite capable of carrying the number of animals needed, including dinosaurs.

The land animals that were not on the Ark, including dinosaurs, drowned. Many were preserved in the layers formed by the Flood—thus the millions of fossils. Presumably, many of the dinosaur fossils were buried at this time, around 4,500 years ago. Also, after the Flood, there would have been considerable catastrophism, including such events as the Ice Age, resulting in some post-Flood formation of fossils, too.

The contorted shapes of these animals preserved in the rocks, the massive numbers of them in fossil graveyards, their wide distribution, and some whole skeletons, all provide convincing evidence that they were buried rapidly, testifying to massive flooding.43
Why Don’t We See Dinosaurs Today?

At the end of the Flood, Noah, his family, and the animals came out of the Ark (Genesis 8:15–17). The dinosaurs thus began a new life in a new world. Along with the other animals, the dinosaurs came out to breed and repopulate the earth. They would have left the landing place of the Ark and spread over the earth’s surface. The descendants of these dinosaurs gave rise to the dragon legends.

But the world they came out to repopulate differed from the one they knew before Noah’s Flood. The Flood had devastated it. It was now a much more difficult world in which to survive.

After the Flood, God told Noah that from then on, the animals would fear man, and that animal flesh could be food for man (Genesis 9:1–7). Even for man, the world had become a harsher place. To survive, the once easily obtained plant nutrition would now have to be supplemented by animal sources.

Both animals and man would find their ability to survive tested to the utmost. We can see from the fossil record, from the written history of man, and from experience over recent centuries, that many forms of life on this planet have not survived that test.

We need to remember that many plants and air-breathing, land-dwelling animals have become extinct since the Flood—either due to man’s action or competition with other species, or because of the harsher post-Flood environment. Many groups are still becoming extinct. Dinosaurs seem to be numbered among the extinct groups.

Why then are people so intrigued about dinosaurs and have little interest in the extinction of the fern Cladophebius, for example? It’s the dinosaurs’ appeal as monsters that excites and fascinates people.

Evolutionists have capitalized on this fascination, and the world is awash with evolutionary propaganda centered on dinosaurs. As a result, evolutionary philosophy has permeated modern thinking, even among Christians.

If you were to ask the zoo why they have endangered species programs, you would probably get an answer something like this: “We’ve lost lots of animals from this earth. Animals are becoming extinct all the time. Look at all the animals that are gone forever. We need to act to save the animals.” If you then asked, “Why are animals becoming extinct?” you might get an answer like this: “It’s obvious! People killing them, lack of food, man destroying the environment, diseases, genetic problems, catastrophes like floods—there are lots of reasons.”

If you then asked, “Well, what happened to the dinosaurs?” the answer would probably be, “We don’t know! Scientists have suggested dozens of possible reasons, but it’s a mystery.”

Maybe one of the reasons dinosaurs are extinct is that we did not start our endangered species programs early enough. The factors that cause extinction today, which came about because of man’s sin—the Curse, the aftermath of the Flood (a judgment), etc.—are the same factors that caused the dinosaurs to become extinct.

Are Dinosaurs Really Extinct?

One cannot prove an organism is extinct without having knowledge of every part of the earth’s surface simultaneously. Experts have been embarrassed when, after having declared animals extinct, they were discovered alive and well. For example, in the 1990s explorers found elephants in Nepal that have many features of mammoths.44
Scientists in Australia found some living trees that they thought had become extinct with the dinosaurs. One scientist said, “It was like finding a ‘live dinosaur.’”45 When scientists find animals or plants that they thought were extinct long ago, they call them “living fossils.” There are hundreds of living fossils, a big embarrassment for those who believe in millions of years of earth history.

Explorers and natives in Africa have reported sighting dinosaur-like creatures, even in the twentieth century.46 These have usually been confined to out-of-the-way places such as lakes deep in the Congo jungles. Descriptions certainly fit those of dinosaurs.47
Cave paintings by native Americans seem to depict a dinosaur.48 Scientists accept the mammoth drawings in the cave, so why not the dinosaur drawings? Evolutionary indoctrination that man did not live at the same time as dinosaurs stops most scientists from even considering that the drawings are of dinosaurs.

It certainly would be no embarrassment to a creationist if someone discovered a dinosaur living in a jungle. However, this should embarrass evolutionists.

And no, we cannot clone a dinosaur, as in the movie Jurassic Park, even if we had dinosaur DNA. We would also need a living female dinosaur. Scientists have found that to clone an animal they need an egg of a living female, since “machinery” in the cytoplasm of her egg is necessary for the new creature to develop.49
Birdosaurs?

Many evolutionists do not really think dinosaurs are extinct anyway. In 1997, at the entrance to the bird exhibit at the zoo in Cincinnati, Ohio, we read the following on a sign:

Dinosaurs went extinct millions of years ago—or did they? No, birds are essentially modern short-tailed feathered dinosaurs.

In the mid-1960s, Dr. John Ostrom from Yale University began to popularize the idea that dinosaurs evolved into birds.50 However, not all evolutionists agree with this. “It’s just a fantasy of theirs,” says Alan Feduccia, an ornithologist at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a leading critic of the dino-to-bird theory. “They so much want to see living dinosaurs that now they think they can study them vicariously at the backyard bird feeder.”51
There have been many attempts to indoctrinate the public to believe that modern birds are really dinosaurs. Time magazine, on April 26, 1993, had a front page cover of a “birdosaur,” now calledMononykus, with feathers (a supposed transitional form between dinosaurs and birds) based on a fossil find that had no feathers.52 In the same month, Science News had an article suggesting this animal was a digging creature more like a mole.53
In 1996, newspapers reported a find in China of a reptile fossil that supposedly had feathers.54Some of the media reports claimed that, if it were confirmed, it would be “irrefutable evidence that today’s birds evolved from dinosaurs.” One scientist stated, “You can’t come to any conclusion other than that they’re feathers.”55 However, in 1997 the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia sent four leading scientists to investigate this find. They concluded that they were not feathers. The media report stated, concerning one of the scientists, “He said he saw ‘hair-like’ structures—not hairs—that could have supported a frill, or crest, like those on iguanas.”56
No sooner had this report appeared than another media report claimed that 20 fragments of bones of a reptile found in South America showed that dinosaurs were related to birds.57
Birds are warm-blooded and reptiles are cold-blooded, but evolutionists who believe dinosaurs evolved into birds would like to see dinosaurs as warm-blooded to support their theory. But Dr. Larry Martin, of the University of Kansas, opposes this idea:

Recent research has shown the microscopic structure of dinosaur bones was “characteristic of cold-blooded animals,” Martin said. “So we’re back to cold-blooded dinosaurs.”58
Sadly, the secular media have become so blatant in their anti-Christian stand and pro-evolutionary propaganda that they are bold enough to make such ridiculous statements as, “Parrots and hummingbirds are also dinosaurs.”59
Several more recent reports have fueled the bird/dinosaur debate among evolutionists. One concerns research on the embryonic origins of the “fingers” of birds and dinosaurs, showing that birds could not have evolved from dinosaurs.60 A study of the so-called feathered dinosaur from China revealed that the dinosaur had a distinctively reptilian lung and diaphragm, which is distinctly different from the avian lung.61 Another report said that the frayed edges that some thought to be “feathers” on the Chinese fossil are similar to the collagen fibers found immediately beneath the skin of sea snakes.62
There is no credible evidence that dinosaurs evolved into birds.63 Dinosaurs have always been dinosaurs and birds have always been birds.

What if a dinosaur fossil was found with feathers on it? Would that prove that birds evolved from dinosaurs? No, a duck has a duck bill and webbed feet, as does a platypus, but nobody believes that this proves that platypuses evolved from ducks. The belief that reptiles or dinosarus evolved into birds requires reptilian scales on the way to becoming feathers, that is, transitional scales, not fully formed feathers. A dinosaur-like fossil with feathers would just be another curious mosaic, like the platypus, and part of the pattern of similarities placed in creatures to show the hand of the one true Creator God who made everything.64
Why Does It Matter?

Although dinosaurs are fascinating, some readers may say, “Why are dinosaurs such a big deal? Surely there are many more important issues to deal with in today’s world, such as abortion, family breakdown, racism, promiscuity, dishonesty, homosexual behavior, euthanasia, suicide, lawlessness, pornography, and so on. In fact, we should be telling people about the gospel of Jesus Christ, not worrying about side issues like dinosaurs.”

Actually, the evolutionary teachings on dinosaurs that pervade society do have a great bearing on why many will not listen to the gospel, and thus why social problems abound today. If they don’t believe the history in the Bible, why would anyone trust its moral aspects and message of salvation?

If we accept the evolutionary teachings on dinosaurs, then we must accept that the Bible’s account of history is false. If the Bible is wrong in this area, then it is not the Word of God and we can ignore everything else it says that we find inconvenient.

If everything made itself through natural processes—without God—then God does not own us and has no right to tell us how to live. In fact, God does not really exist in this way of thinking, so there is no absolute basis for morality. Without God, anything goes—concepts of right and wrong are just a matter of opinion. And without a basis for morality, there is no such thing as sin. And no sin means that there is no need to fear God’s judgment and there is no need for the Savior, Jesus Christ. The history in the Bible is vital for properly understanding why one needs to accept Jesus Christ.

Millions of Years and the Gospel

The teaching that dinosaurs lived and died millions of years before man directly attacks the foundations of the gospel in another way. The fossil record, of which dinosaurs form a part, documents death, disease, suffering, cruelty, and brutality. It is a very ugly record. Allowing for millions of years in the fossil layers means accepting death, bloodshed, disease, and sufferingbefore Adam’s sin.

But the Bible makes it clear that death, bloodshed, disease, and suffering are a consequence of sin. As part of the Curse, God told Adam in Genesis 3:19 that he would return to the dust from which he was made, showing that the sentence of death was not only spiritual, but physical as well.

After Adam disobeyed God, the Lord clothed Adam and Eve with “coats of skins” (Genesis 3:21). To do this He must have killed and shed the blood of at least one animal. The reason for this can be summed up by Hebrews 9:22:

And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

God required the shedding of blood for the forgiveness of sins. What happened in the Garden of Eden was a picture of what was to come in Jesus Christ, who shed His blood on the Cross as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

If the shedding of blood occurred before sin, as would have happened if the garden was sitting on a fossil record of dead things millions of years old, then the foundation of the Atonement would be destroyed.

This big picture also fits with Romans 8, which says that the whole creation “groans” because of the effects of the Fall of Adam—it was not “groaning” with death and suffering before Adam sinned. Jesus Christ suffered physical death and shed His blood because death was the penalty for sin. Paul discusses this in detail in Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15.

Rev 21–22 make it clear that there will be a “new heaven and a new earth” one day where there will be “no more death” and “no more curse”—just as it was before sin changed everything. Obviously, if there are going to be animals in the new earth, they will not die or eat each other or eat the redeemed people.

Thus, the teaching of millions of years of death, disease, and suffering before Adam sinned is a direct attack on the foundation of the message of the Cross.

Conclusion

If we accept God’s Word, beginning with Genesis, as being true and authoritative, then we can explain dinosaurs and make sense of the evidence we observe in the world around us. In doing this, we are helping people see that Genesis is absolutely trustworthy and logically defensible, and is what it claims to be—the true account of the history of the universe and mankind. And what one believes concerning the book of Genesis will ultimately determine what one believes about the rest of the Bible. This, in turn, will affect how a person views himself or herself, fellow human beings, and what life is all about, including their need for salvation.

恐龙真实地发生什么？by Ken Ham

恐龙被用来向孩童和成人们灌输地球有数百万历史的观念，几乎超过其它任何一种东西。然而，圣经给我们提供了一个框架，是根据几千年历史来解释恐龙生活，活动的 奥秘。创世记1：24-25和约伯记40：15-34是两处重要的参考经文。
恐龙是一个奥秘吗？
许多人认为，恐龙的存在和消亡是一个被隐藏的奥秘，以致我们根本不可能知道它们所从何来，生活的时期以及它们发生了什么事。可是，如果你接纳恐龙的历史是一个进化过程的话，那么它们永远就是一个揭不开的奥秘了。
进化论者主张：恐龙是在大约2.35亿年之前进化成的－远在人类进化之前。它们的历史被记录在数百万沉积而成的化石层中。这群叫恐龙的动物后来竟成功地“称霸”陆地上 。可是，一百万年前，发生了一件巨大事情，改变了这一切-----恐龙失踪了。许多进化论者认为它是某种天然灾害-----譬如一个小行星的影响------毁灭了它们。但是，许多进化论者宣称，有些恐龙进化成了鸟类，因此它们没有绝种，今天正飞翔在我们周围呢！
如果你接受圣经对恐龙历史完全不同的记载，那么围绕着恐龙的那层神秘的面纱就不复存在了。
圣经主张：恐龙首先存在于6000年以前。神在创造周的第六日造了恐龙，还有其它陆上的动物（创世记1：20-25，31）。亚当和夏娃也是第六日被造的-----所以恐龙和人生活在同一时期，而不是相隔无数的年代。恐龙是不可能是在人出现之前灭绝的，因为恐龙不是先存在的；死亡，流血，疾病和受苦都是亚当犯罪的结果（罗马书5：12，14：哥林多前书15：21-22）。所有有气息的陆生动物之代表，包括恐龙在内，都进了挪亚的方舟。所有那些留在方舟之外的陆生动物都死在洪水的大灾难中-----它们的许多遗体变成了化石。
大洪水以后（大约4500年前），幸存下来的陆生动物，包括恐龙在内，都从方舟里出来与人类一起生活在现今的世界上。因为罪，咒诅的审判和洪水大大地改变了地球。洪水之后，天气的改变，食物的缺乏，疾病和人的活动引起了许多种动物的灭绝。恐龙像其它许多别的受造物一样也灭绝了。为什么人会认为恐龙身上有很大的奥秘呢？
为什么会有如此不同的观点？
怎么会有对恐龙如此完全不同的解释呢？无论一个进化论者，还是一个接受圣经历史记录的人，所面对与恐龙有关的证据都是相同的。所有的科学家都面对相同的事实------他们有相同的世界，相同的化石，相同活生物，相同的宇宙。
如果“事实”是相同的，那么怎么会有如此不同的解释呢？原因是科学家们只是生活在现今的人------恐龙化石也只是在现今存在------科学却试图把现今的化石和过去的联系到一起。他们问道：“在历史上，恐龙是如何产生，灭绝和变成化石的？”
众所周知，处理上述问题的科学叫历史科学或起源科学（historical or origins science）。它与提供我们廉价的食物，空间探测，电力等类似事物的运用科学（operational science）是不同的。起源科学处理过去的事物-----它们是不易直接实验的；而运用科学处理此时此地的世界是如何工作的是易于重复实验的。因为重建过去存在困难，所以那些研究化石的古生物学者（paleontologists）就会对恐龙有相异的观点。有人说道:
古生物学者(化石的研究方面)非常像那些政客们:激情高涨时,就很容易从同一组事实上得出截然不同的结论。
相信圣经(是神的话语)古生物学者，将会得出一个与无神论者不同的结论。故意拒绝神的话语(彼得后书3:3-7) 是 “历史科学”争议的根源。
许多人认为,圣经只是一本关于宗教或救恩的书，它远不止于此。圣经也是宇宙的历史书, 也告诉我们将来宇宙的命运。它记录了时间是何时开始的,罪和死亡如何进入世界等历史上的事件,地球的整个表面是如何被水毁灭的,在巴别塔时是如何变乱言语的,神的儿子是如何成为人的,耶稣的受死和复活以及将要来的新天新地。
两种思维方式:以神的启示(圣经)为一切思想(生物学,历史学和地质学等)的基础,导致了一个基督徒世界观(Christian worldview)的产生;以人的信仰为基础（例如：进化论的故事），导致了一个世俗世界观（secular worldview）的产生。
大部分的基督徒都被媒体和教育体系灌输世俗思维方式。他们倾向用世俗的思想来对待圣经，而不是用圣经去建立他们的思想。（罗马书12：1-2；以弗所书4：20-24）。
圣经说：“敬畏神是知识的开端”（箴言1：7）；“敬畏神是智慧的开端”（箴言9：10）。
如果一个人用进化论来看历史（因为没有见证人或成文的记录），那么这种思想方式就会被用来解释现存的证据。于是，我们就会用进化来解释上面提到的恐龙了。
然而，如果一个人是从圣经的历史观去看目击者（神）所写成的记录和历史上发生的所有事件，那么在这个基础上，将会有一个全然不同的思想方式产生，会被用来解释同样的证据。于是，我们就会用圣经来解释上面的情况。
恐龙的历史
现在我们所称做恐龙的化石在世界各地随处可见。所发现的许多骨头只是碎片而已，但也有一些近乎完整的骨骼被发现。基于明显不同的特征，譬如头骨，四肢等结构，科学家可以描绘出许多不同类别的恐龙。
恐龙是从何而来？
圣经告诉我们，神在创造周的第六日创造了不同种类的陆生动物（创世记1：24-25）。因为恐龙是陆生动物，所以这次创造一定包括恐龙类。
进化论者声称，恐龙是从一些爬虫类动物进化而来的，而这些爬虫动物又是从两栖类动物进化来的。但是，他们却不能指出任何一种过渡（中间型）形式来证实他们的论据。在进化论书籍中出现的恐龙家谱里，存在着许多明显不同种类的恐龙，可是只有假设的谱系线能把他们连接到同一位祖先上。这条线被加上点是因为没有化石证据。进化论者只相信恐龙有一位非恐龙的祖先。
恐龙看起来像什么？
一般说来，科学家是不可能挖出一个皮肉仍然完好无损的恐龙化石的，即便他们能找到所有的骨头，只不过能得到恐龙原状不到40%的部分。例如，虽然已经找到了一些有恐龙皮肤印痕的化石—表明了恐龙皮肤的构造，然而它们却不能被用来断定恐龙的肤色。
正如今日的爬虫类动物中有着多种不同的颜色一样，恐龙也可能在肤色和皮肤构造等上面有着极大的差别。
在科学家们用遗骨去重构恐龙结构的时候，会做出种种的猜测，甚至常会有彼此不一致的地方。举例来说，关于恐龙是温血动物还是冷血动物的争论已经愈来愈激烈。我们甚至很难通过恐龙的遗骨去分辨恐龙到底是雄性还是雌性的。关乎这样的事情，存在着许多的猜测。
有时科学家会在组合恐龙骨骼框架上犯错误。当更多的恐龙遗骨被发现的时候，他们的错误就需要被纠正，例如，著名的雷龙就不在最新的恐龙词典中出现。最初的“发现者”把一个错误的头放在了恐龙的骨骼上（这个恐龙已经被命名为迷惑龙）。
谁发现了恐龙？
世俗的书籍会告诉你，后来被称做恐龙的动物，是在1677年被罗伯特·布拉特(Robert Plot)发明的。当时他发现了一颗很大的骨头,于是就认为那是一头巨象或一个巨人。
1822年,玛丽·安妮·曼特尔(Mary Anne Mantell) 在英国苏塞克斯郡的一个乡村公路上漫步。据说,她发现了一个在太阳光下有个闪闪发光的石头,于是就把它捡起来给收集化石的丈夫。作为外科医师的曼特尔博士(Dr Mantell)注意到,这块石头里含有一颗类似于现代爬行类动物的牙齿,但比现代爬行动物的牙齿大很多。于是他做出一个结论: 它属于某种已灭绝的巨型食草爬行类动物, 有一颗很像鬣蜥的牙齿。1825年, 他把这个动物命名为禽龙 (iguanodon) (鬣蜥的牙齿) 。 曼特尔博士 (Dr Mantell)使 “爬行时代”开始受关注起来。
从圣经的立场来看,上述所谓的发现恐龙实际上是恐龙的重新再发现 (rediscover)。亚当发现了恐龙---当时他是第一个看到它们的人。
恐龙生活在什么时候?

进化论者宣称，恐龙生活在数百万年以前，但是他们 挖出恐龙遗骨，上面却没有日期的标签，认识到这一点是尤其重要的！进化论者是用间接测定日期法是其他的科学家们所质疑的。有许多的证据是反对恐龙生活在几百万年以前的。
神告诉我们他创造暴龙（Tyrannosaurus）的时间了吗？许多人回答是否定的。但是，圣经说神在六个正常的日子里创造了万物？他在第六日创造了陆生动物，包括恐龙在内（创世记1：24-25。）。所以它们能被追溯到大约6000年以前------把圣经中的年数相加起来，可以得到大约的创造日期。 因此，若暴龙是一个陆生动物，而神在第六日创造了所有的陆生动物，那么神一定是在第六日创造了暴龙！
况且，从圣经的立场，我们看到在罪之前没有死亡、流血或苦难。如果一个人从创世记到启示录都依照一贯的以经解经法来解释圣经，就会得出结论说，只是在亚当犯罪以后才有人和动物的死亡以及流血进入世界。在伊甸园中，神流了一个动物的血，然后用它的皮子给亚当和夏娃做衣服穿（创世记3：21），这时才有第一次动物的死亡。这也是赎罪的图画---预示了基督的血是为我们流出。因而，在人类罪之前没有死动物的骨头---否则会损害福音的根基。
这意味着恐龙一定是在罪进入世界以后绝种的，而不是在此以前。恐龙遗骨一定没有几百万的年龄，因为亚当只是生活在几千年前。
圣经中是否有记载恐龙
如果有人看到过恐龙，你会认为远古的历史文献定有记载，诸如圣经，英王钦定版圣经（KJV）是在1611年首次翻译而成的。有些人认为，因为“恐龙”一词没有出现在这个圣经译本和其它圣经译本中，所以圣经就没有提到过恐龙。
直到1841年, “恐龙”一词才被发明。 里查德·欧文先生是一位著名的英国解剖学家, 也是不列颠博物馆的首任馆长(并且是一位坚定的反达尔文主义者)。当他看到禽龙(Iguanodon)和斑龙(Megalosaur)时,就意识到它们代表一组独特而且没有被归类的爬行动物。他借用希腊词创造了”恐龙”这个词,意思是”可怕的蜥蜴。
因此,人不会期望在英王钦定本圣经中找到 “恐龙”这个词的---当该版本的圣经被翻译完成之时,这个词还不存在呢!
还有其它表示 “恐龙”的词吗?全世界范围内都有龙(dragon)的传说。许多与 “龙”有关的描述都很符合恐龙的特征。 这只是一种巧合还是就是对恐龙的记载？
在KJV圣经,一般翻译为 “龙”的希伯来字共在旧约中出现了30次左右(希伯来文 :tan,tannin,tanim,tannoth)。在圣经中,有许多关于 “龙”生活在陆地上的经文: “他[尼布甲尼撒]象大鱼,把我吞下”(耶51:34); “旷野的野狗”(玛1:3)。许多圣经创造论者相信圣经中有许多情景都提到过恐龙。斯特朗圣经词典(Strong’s Concordance)把 “恐龙”列为 tannin/m的意义之一。
在创世记1:21,圣经说: “神就造出了大鱼(即海怪)和水中所滋生各样有生命的动物,各从其类”。这里的希伯来文 “大鱼”(KJV译为“鲸鱼”)，在圣经中其它的地方被译为 “龙”(希伯来文: tannin/m)。所以,在圣经中第一卷书的第一章中,神可能是描述一个他所创造的大海龙(居住在海中的恐龙型动物)。
其它与海生的龙相关的经文有: “水中的大鱼”(诗篇74:13); “他必杀海中的大鱼”(以赛亚书27:1)。虽然 “恐龙”一词严格来说是指生活在陆地中的动物,但是海生的和能飞行的爬行动物常是分成一组的。海中的龙可能包括恐龙型的动物,诸如沧龙(mosasaur)。
约伯记41章描述了一个生活在海中巨大的运物---海中怪兽(Leviathan),它甚至可以呼出火来。这种 “龙”可能是一个大约40尺(12米)长的Sarcosuchus imperator(超极鳄鱼),或者是大约82尺(25米)长的Liopleurodon(上龙)
圣经中也提到了一种能飞行的蛇: “火焰的飞龙之地”(以赛亚书30:6)。这里可能是指翼龙的一种(pterodactyl),通常被认为是能飞行的恐龙,例如无齿翼龙(Pteranodon),嘴口龙(Rhamphorhynchus)和鸟脚龙(Ornithocheirus)
大洪水之后不久,神向一个叫约伯的人提到他曾造了这种最大的陆地动物,以此显明他是一位何等伟大的造物主:
“你且观看河马。我造你也造它,它吃草与牛一样。他的气力在腰间,能力在肚腹的筋上。它摇动尾巴如香柏树,它大腿的筋互相联络。它在神所造的物中为首,创造它的给他刀剑”。(约伯记40:15-19)。
圣经的翻译者不确实如何翻译这个动物的希伯来文,于是就把它译为 “behemoth”(例如KJV-英王钦定版圣经,NKJV—新英王钦定本圣经,NASB—新美国标准版圣经和NIV—新国际版圣经)”。然而,在许多圣经注释书和脚注中, “behemoth”被认为 “可能是河马或大象。”有些圣经译本实际就是这样翻译为 “behemoth”。大象和河马并不是神所造的最大陆地动物（恐龙要比它们大得多）。而且大象和河马的尾巴和香柏树相比较也不合理。
今日,一头大象的小尾巴(或是河马那看起来像一副翼皮毛的尾巴!)是与香柏树极其不同的。很明显,大象和河马不可能是 “behemoth”。没有还存活的动物接近这里的描述。不过,河马非常像一种最大的恐龙------腕龙 (Brachiosaurus)。
存在其它的远古化石记录吗?

在电影<<伟大的恐龙奥秘>>(Great Dinorsaur Mystery)中,呈现了大量关乎龙的记录:
· 主前2000年以前, 在一个苏美尔人的故事中, 讲述了一个叫吉尔伽美什 (Gilgamesh) 的英雄。当他正在一个遥远的森林砍香柏木的时候,他遇到了一个巨大的恶龙。他杀了这龙, 并且吹下了它的头作为战利品。
· 当亚历山大大帝 (Alexander the Great—主前330年) 和他的军队向印度挺进途中, 他发现印度人敬拜的是巨型且能发出嘶声的穴居爬行动物。
· 中国因她的龙的故事而闻名; 龙主要突出在陶器,、刺绣和雕刻上。
· 英国有一个关于圣·乔治这个人的故事,讲述了他杀了一条住在洞穴中的龙。
· 10世纪时有一位爱尔兰人写了一个自己亲身遭遇剑龙(stegosaur)的故事。
· 1500年的欧洲, 在一本名叫<<动物的历史>>(Historia Animalium)科普图书里,列出一多种仍然在存活且被我们称之为恐龙的动物。当时一位著名的自然学家Ulysses Aldrovandus记述了一位叫Baptista农民和一只恐龙的故事。他对这个恐龙的描述很符合一个小型的梁龙(tanysropheus)。这个奇遇发生在1572年5月13日,地点靠近意大利的博洛尼亚。这位农民杀死了该恐龙。
恐龙外形的雕刻也被发现。
总之,历代的人们都很熟悉恐龙。对一些动物的描述很符合我们所众所周知的恐龙。圣经曾提到过这种创造物, 甚至能生活在海中且飞行在空中。有其它大量历史证据的记录证明:这种创造物曾经和人们生活在一起。
恐龙遗骨表明了什么?

也有物理学上的证据能证明这些恐龙遗骨还没有几百万年的年龄。蒙大纳大学的科学家发现暴龙(T.rex)还没有完全变成化石。这些遗骨中的一些碎片很像新鲜的骨头且包含一些看起来像血细胞和血色素的东西。若这些遗骨真有几百万年了,那么血细胞和血色素一定完全分解了。况且,如果他们真有几百万年了,就不会是 “新鲜的”的骨头。这些科学家在报告中陈述如下:
一小薄片暴龙(T.rex)骨在我的显微镜下发出琥珀色的亮光…..实验室充满了惊异的低语声,因为我在专注着容器里面我们以前所没有注意到的东西:一个小圆形的物体, 半透明的红色,中间成黑色……..红血细胞?形状和位置表明它们是红血细胞,然而血细胞中大部分都是水份,不可能在6500万岁的暴龙中存留了如此之久……让我们如此感到兴奋的恐龙遗骨来自一个美丽且近乎完整的暴龙(Tyrannosaurus rex)标本,在1990年出土……当科学家把恐龙带进实验室的时候,我们注意到那些深嵌长腿骨中的部分还没有完全成为化石. ……到目前为止, 我们认为,该证据完全支持如下的概念---这片暴龙包含存留的亚铁血红素和血红素。但是,在我们站出来有充分地把握说: “是的,这个暴龙有血的化合物留在组织里”之前，还需要各进一步的研究。
没有成为化石的\鸭嘴形的恐龙遗骨已经在阿拉斯加的北坡(North Slope)被发现。创造论科学家也在阿拉斯加收集到了一些这样的冻结恐龙化石(没有成为化石)。
既然进化论学者假设这些恐龙早已绝种了,那么他们就不应该说这些骨头已经冻结了数百万年了(按照进化论的观点)。可是, 这些遗骨存在数百万年而没有矿化是根本不可能的；这对于那些相信 “恐龙时代”的人来说这是个一个解不开的难题, 但对一个把思想建立在圣经上的人来说则不然。
恐龙的食物是什么？他们有怎么样的行为表现?

《侏罗纪公园(Jurassic Park)》和《迷失世界(the Lost World)》这一类的电影中,把大多数的恐龙描述为具有进攻性的食肉动物。但是，仅有一个尖利的牙齿不足够说明一个动物的猎食方式或以什么为食。----只能告诉你它有什么样的牙齿(撕开食物等等)。不过,透过对恐龙粪(粪化石)的研究,科学家们已经推断出某些恐龙通常所吃的食物。
起初,在人犯罪之前,所有的动物,包括恐龙在内,都是吃素食的。创世记1:30说道:
“至于地上的走兽和空中的飞鸟,并各样爬在地上有生命的物,我将青草给它们作食物。’事就这样成了”。
这意思是说在罪进入世界之前,甚至暴龙也只是素食动物。有些反对上述论点的人说，巨型暴龙有硕大的牙齿,坚持主张这些牙齿一定是用来攻击其它动物的。然而，只是因为一个动物有大而尖利的牙齿并不意味着它是食肉动物,只是意味着它有一个大而尖的牙齿而已!
今日,有许多动物都有尖利的牙齿,但基本上是素食动物的。大熊猫像食肉动物一样有一个尖利的牙齿但它只吃竹笋。可能熊猫的牙齿就是被完美地设计来吃竹笋的。要 “解释”今日的大熊猫像许多食肉动物一样有尖利的牙齿却只吃竹笋的原因,进化论者必须要说:这些大熊猫曾进化成肉食动物,然后又转变开始吃竹笋了。
不同种类的蝙蝠会吃不一样的水果, 花蜜,昆虫,小动物和血,但它们的牙齿却明显不能表明他们所吃的是什么。熊的牙齿有食肉动物的特征,可是有些熊却是素食动物。许多的熊---不是大部分的, 主要是吃素食的。
在罪进入世界以前,神生动的描写这个世界 “一切都甚好”(创世记1:31)。有些人不接纳这个完美和谐的概念。原因是，他们看到今日的世界里有食物链。可是, 一个人不能因为看到被罪所咒诅的世界，及世上的死亡和争竞, 就用这些拒绝创世记的历史事实。一切的改变都是因为罪。这就是保罗描述受造物现在都在 “叹息”的原因 (罗马书8:22)。人必须透过圣经 “眼睛”去看世界, 从而能正确地去理解它。
有些人主张,亚当(或是一个动物)在 “理想的”世界中甚至会被伤害。他们争辩道: 在罪进入世界以前, 亚当 (或是一个动物) 是站在渺小的被造物上面, 或者是靠在树干蹭痒。这种光景在今日这个堕落的世界中的却如此---现在的世界是不完美的; 它正在受咒诅的影响 (罗马书8:22)。人不能用世界的 “眼睛”去看圣经, 然后说罪以前的世界就像今日的世界一样的不完美。我们不知道那是一个如何完美的世界---由神的能力持续地恢复和全然地支撑(歌罗西书1:17;希伯来书1:3) ---我们从没有经历过那种完美(只有亚当和夏娃在犯罪之前经历过)。
然而,我从圣经中却可以得到一孔之见。申命记8:4，29:5和尼希米记9:21告诉我们:以色列人在旷野漂流了40年, 他们的衣服和鞋没有穿破，他们脚也没有肿。当神的能力在保持或支撑时，任何物质都不会减损或衰败。
思想一下沙得拉、米煞和亚伯尼歌(但以理书3:26-27)。他们从火中出来的时候身上连一点烟的气味都没有。有神完美地支撑保护, 任何的伤害都不复存在。在罪和咒诅之前的完美世界里, 神会支撑着万物。但在这个被咒诅的世界里,事情渐渐恶化了。以赛亚书11:6-9描述一幅美好的图画：狼, 羊羔同居，狮子像牛吃草，许多注释学者相信那是将来恢复新天新地的景象。(使徒行传3:21) 。那时不再会有咒诅和死亡(启示录21:1;22:3)。所有的动物和睦地相处。(这也是对罪进入以前动物世界的描述—创世记1:30)。今日的世界因为罪和咒诅已经被显著地改变了，现在的食物链和动物行为 (大洪水以后也被改变了—创世记9:2-3) 不能被用来作为解释圣经的基础---圣经解释了世界为什么会成为这个样子!
起初,神给亚当和夏娃管理动物的权柄: “要生养众多,遍满地面,治理这地;也要管理海里的鱼,空中的鸟,地上各样行动的活物”(创世记1:28)。当我们看今日的世界时,会被希伯来书2:8提醒: “叫万物都服在他以下。既叫万物都服在他以他,就没有剩下一样不服他的”。因为罪,人与万物的关系改变了---它们不再像起初一样 “服在他以下了”。
许多人,包括大多数的基督徒在内,他们倾向与认为这个世界充满着死亡和苦难---如今日一样,于是他们就把这种倾向带入圣经，并且按照它来解释圣经。但是，我们是一个有罪并且会犯错的人,所以会观察的到一个罪所咒诅的世界(罗马书8:22);因此,我们需要从神的启示—圣经开始去理解。
那么恐龙的利齿和尖爪是什么作用呢? 亨利·莫瑞士(Dr, Henry Morris)写道:
不管利齿和尖爪的结构是它们原有本质特征,还是隐性的特征—因后来的自然选择变成显性的,或者是随着咒诅而来的突变特征,准确地说，一定得等待进一步的研究。
罪进入世界之后,一切都改变了，于是有许多动物开始彼此残杀。到挪亚的时候,神这样地描述当时的世界: “神观看世界,见是败坏了;凡有血气的,在地上都败坏了行为。”(创6:12)。
神说: “凡地上的走兽和空中的飞鸟, 都必惊恐, 惧怕你们; 连地上一切的昆虫并海里的鱼, 都交付你们的手。”(创世记9:2) 大洪水以后,神也改变了动物的行为。人发现创世记1:28所给予的管理权柄越来越难执行了。
我们为什么要寻找恐龙化石?

化石的产生要求一个骤然的埋藏。当一个动物死后, 它通常会被吃掉或者腐烂，直到消失殆尽。要形成一个化石, 就需要一个独特的条件来保全动物尸体才有可能矿化。
进化论者认为,当动物死后，它们的尸体被沉积岩渐渐覆盖,化石也就慢慢地开始形成。但是, 近来他们已认识到, 化石产生一定是与巨大自然灾害有关。38
圣经说,随着时间的延续,地上充满了罪恶,所以神决定降下一个普世的大洪水 “看哪!我要使洪水泛滥在地上, 毁灭天下, 凡地上有血肉, 有气息的活物, 无一不死”(创世记6:17)
神吩咐挪亚造一个大船，把他的家人和地上各种有气息的动物都一对一对带进船里(神自己亲自选择那些动物让挪亚带进大船里---创世记6:20)。这一定包括每种恐龙各一对。
恐龙是如何放进方舟里的?

许多人认为恐龙是非常大的动物，是很难放进方舟里的。但是, 一只恐龙的平均尺寸 (基于所发现的骨骼化石) 只有一只羊那么大。 有许多恐龙较小。 例如，鸵鸟目truthioniformes) ry鸟目恐龙(Struthiomimus) 有一个鸵鸟那么大；细颚龙（Compsognathus）还不及一个公鸡的大小。只有为数不多的恐龙能长到极其大的尺寸（例如：雷龙和暴龙），但是它们甚至还不及今天世界上最大的陆生动物—绿鲸那么大（只要爬行动物活着，它们就有长大的潜力。因此，大的恐龙可能有很老的年龄。）
恐龙会生蛋，曾经发现的最大化石恐龙蛋大约有一个足球的大小。甚至最大的恐龙先被孵出来的时候，也是非常小的。请记住：从船里出来的动物会重新居住在地球上。因此，选择年轻成年动物（很快会步入繁殖的壮年）进入方舟是有必要的。近来的研究表明：恐龙要经历一个快速的成长期。所以，假设神将未成年的，尚未发育成熟的恐龙放进方舟里，这是很现实的。
有些人可能会争辩，600或600以上种类的恐龙是不可能被放进方舟里的。但是，创世记6：20说，是陆生动物的代表“类（kind）”登上了方舟。那问题是：“类”（希伯来文：min）是什么？圣经创造论者指出，可能许多的“种”（species）是从一个“类（kind）”遗传而来。举例来说，世界上有许多不同种类的猫，但它们所有的“种”可能来自开始为数不多的几个“类”。
猫的多样性是藉着自然和人工选择对原始猫信息（基因）中的原始变异施加作用而形成的。这就产生了不同的信息组合和子集，从而产生了不同种类的猫。
突变（在繁殖过程中复制基因的错误）也会促成变异的发生，但由突变而引起的变异是“下降的（downhill）”会导致原始信息的缺失,。
甚至“物种形成（speciation）”也能通过这些过程而发生。这种物种形成不是“进化”，因为它是基于一个已经存在（already present）的被创造的信息。因而是一个有限的“下降”过程，不是复杂性的向上增加。正因如此，只有少数几对猫科动物需要在方舟上。
恐龙的名称往往会快速地增加的原因：给只有少数几片骨头所起的新名；一块
骨骼与另一块看起来相似，然而尺寸大小却有不同或是存在于不同的国家。可能有少于50群或种已灭绝的恐龙在方舟上。
也必须记住：挪亚的方舟极大且有足够的空间容纳所有要进方舟的动物，包括恐龙在内。
不在方舟上的陆上动物（包括恐龙在内）被淹死了。许多遗体被保存在洪水所形成的地层里---从而产生了数百万的化石。可能在这个时候—大约4500年前，有许多的恐龙化石被埋葬了。另外，洪水后也产生了相当多的灾变, 包括冰河时代（ice age）此类的事件，也导致洪水后一些化石构造的形成。
这些被保存在岩石中动物的配对形状，众多数目的化石，广阔范围的分布和一些完整的骨骼，这一切提供了可信的证据，证明它们是被迅速掩埋的，从而证实了一场大规模洪水。
为什么今天我们不能够看到恐龙？
当洪水结束后，挪亚，他的家人，和动物们都从方舟里出来了（创世记8：15-17）。于是，恐龙在新世界开始了新的生活。恐龙和其它动物们一起从方舟里出来，重新繁殖生存。它们从方舟着陆的地方开始遍满地面。这些恐龙的后代就产生了龙的传说。
但它们出来所重新居住的世界与以前大不一样了。洪水毁灭了它。现在要生活在这个世界上有了很大的困难。
洪水之后，神告诉挪亚：动物会惧怕人类，动物的肉可做食物（创世记9：1-7）。对人来说，世界也变成一个更加艰难的地方。洪水以前，人可以很容易从植物获取足够的营养，现在不得不靠肉来补足了。
动物和人都需要一种能力在这个极度的困难中存活。从化石，人类的历史记载和近几个世纪以来的记录中，我们都可以看到曾有很多的物种无法在这场试炼中存活。
我们需要记住：许多植物和陆地动物，自从洪水以后就绝种了---或是由于人类的行为，或是由于物种之间的竞争。许多的动物仍然正在逐渐地灭绝。恐龙似乎也列在绝种群体之中。
那么，为什么人们对恐龙会激起如此大的兴趣，却对蕨类植物(cladophebius)一点也不感兴趣呢（举例来说）？是恐龙这种怪兽的吸引力让人们兴奋和神魂颠倒。
进化论者就是利用了这个强烈的迷惑力。这个世界正在被进化论以恐龙为中心的宣传所冲洗，甚至基督徒的思想也被进化论的哲学所渗透。结果，他们倾向把恐龙列为某种神秘的东西。
如果你在动物园问：为什么要有濒危物种保护计划，你可能会得到这个答案：“我们在这个地球上已经失去了大部分的动物。动物一直都在处于绝种当中。看到所有动物很快会永远地消失。我们需要采取行动拯救动物。”如果你继续问：“为什么动物会绝种？”他们可能如此回答：“很明显啊！人们杀了他们；缺少食物，人毁坏了环境，疾病，基因问题，像洪水那样的天灾---还有许多的原因。”
如果你再继续追问：“好，恐龙发生了什么？”答案可能是：“我们不知道！科学家说可能有许多的原因，但它是一个揭不开的奥秘。”恐龙灭绝的原因可能是我们没有足够尽早开始濒危物种保护计划呢！今天引起物种灭绝的的因素，譬如人的罪---咒诅和洪水的结果（审判）等等----也是引起恐龙灭绝的同样因素。
恐龙真的绝种了吗？一个人无法证实某种有机物的灭绝，如果他不查验整个地球。令专家们感到困窘的是：一些进化论者声称已绝种的动物，后来却发现完好地活着。例如，在1990年，探险者在尼泊尔发现了一些具有猛犸特征的大象。
科学家在澳大利亚发现了一些他们曾认为已经绝种但却在活着的树。有一位科学家说：“…….就像发现了一颗‘活着的恐龙’”。当科学家们发现他们认为很久以前就绝种的动物或植物时，他们会叫它们“活着的化石”。现在有数百种“活着的化石”存在，这令那些相信地球历史有几百万年的人大感困窘。
探险者和非洲的土著人报道说，他们看见了像恐龙一样的动物，甚至是在20世纪。这些动物通常是被限制在偏远的地方，诸如刚果丛林深处的湖泊中。他们的描述的确很符合那些恐龙的特征。
美洲的土著人所雕刻的洞穴绘画象是恐龙的特征。既然科学家们接受了洞穴中的猛犸（mammoth）图画，为什么他们不接受恐龙图画呢。进化论灌输说人与恐龙不是生活在同一时期的，这就使得大多数科学家不再去想这些图画是恐龙。
如果有人在丛林中发现了一只恐龙，这对创造论者来说肯定不会感到困窘。可是，这却会是进化论者大惑不解。
我们不能克隆出恐龙，就像在侏罗纪公园（Jurassic Park）一样，即便我们有恐龙的DNA（脱氧核糖核酸）。我们也需要有一只活的雌性恐龙。科学家说，要克隆出一个动物，需要有活的雌性动物的卵，因为新生物的形成必需有卵细胞质中的“机制”。
鸟恐龙？
许多进化论者无论怎么样也不会真的相信恐龙已绝种了！1997年，在俄亥俄州辛辛那提市动物园鸟类展览的入口处，我们读到在一个标示上读到了以下的文字：
恐龙在几百万以前已经绝种了—或是他们没有绝种？没有，鸟类本质上是现代短尾且有羽毛的恐龙。
1960年代中期，耶鲁大学的约翰·奥斯卓博士开始普及推广恐龙进化成鸟类的概念。可是，不是所有的进化论者都同意此说。“这只是他们的异想天开而已。” 鸟类学者Alanfeduccia（他也是恐龙变鸟类理论的主要批评者）在北卡莱罗纳大学的希尔礼拜堂(Chapel Hill)中说。“他们是如此想要看到活着的恐龙，以致他们现在认为他们能够在场院鸟类饲养员那里间接地研究它们。
为向公众灌输使他们相信现代鸟类确实是恐龙的理论，他们做了许多尝试。1993年4月26是，《时代杂志》的头版封面刊登了一个“鸟恐龙“，现在称为单爪龙（Mononykus），身上长有羽毛（恐龙和鸟类之间假设的过渡形式），但根据所发现的化石却找不到任何羽毛。在同月，《科学新闻》（Science News）上有文章说这是一种更像鼹鼠的动物。
1996年,报纸上报告说中国发现了一种好像长有羽毛的爬虫类的化石。有些媒体宣称,如果情况属实,那将是 “今日的鸟类是从恐龙进化而来之无法反驳的证据。”。有位科学家说道: “如果它们没有羽毛,你就不能得出任何结论。”然而,在1997年,美国费城自然科学研究院(Academy of Natural Sciences)派出了四位科学家调查这个发现。他们得出结论说,它们不是羽毛。媒体报道上关于其中一位科学家做了这样的陈述:
他说他见过 ‘像毛发’的构造---不是毛发---可能是支持身上的装饰或冠上装饰,像蜥蜴身上的毛发一样。”
该报道一出现,另一媒体就宣布,在南美发现了20片爬虫类动物的骨骼。这表明恐龙是与鸟类有关系的。
鸟类是温血动物,爬虫类是冷血动物,但相信恐龙进化成鸟类的进化论者却希望看到恐龙是温血动物,这样以便支持他们的学说。然而, 堪萨斯大学拉里·马丁博士(Dr Larry Martin)却反对此说:
近来的研究显示,显微镜下的恐龙骨骼构造有 “具有冷血动物的特征”。马丁说: “所以我们要回到对冷血恐龙的研究中去。”
不幸的是,世俗媒体变得如此明目张胆地反对基督教,以致他们竟然大胆地做出可笑的声明: “鹦鹉和蜂雀也是恐龙。”
近来出现的许多报道在进化论者中间激起了鸟/恐龙的争辩。人若注意鸟和恐龙 “手指”胚胎起源的研究,可以看出鸟类显然不可能是从恐龙进化而来的!
对中国发现的所谓有羽毛的恐龙所做的研究显示,恐龙有一个明显爬虫的肺和横隔膜,是和鸟肺明显不同的。另有报道说,有人认为中国发现的化石上被磨损的边是 “羽毛”,它类似于海蛇皮层底下所发现的胶原纤维。
没有可信的证据能证明恐龙进化成了鸟类。恐龙一直是恐龙,鸟类一直是鸟类!
如果 “恐龙”化石中发现有羽毛在上面,会发生什么?这会证明鸟类是从恐龙进化来的吗?不会---鸭子像鸭嘴兽一样,有一个鸭嘴和网状的脚,然而没有会相信这能证明鸭嘴兽是从鸭进化而来的。爬虫的鳞片在变成羽毛途中---即过渡期的,会成为相信爬虫类(或恐龙)进化成鸟类的重要证据,但这些鳞片却没有完全形成羽毛。一个像恐龙一样且有羽毛的化石只会是另一个奇特的镶嵌图案(mosaic)而已。,就像鸭嘴兽一样。
在创造物里面镶嵌了部分相似的图案,显明那位真正的创造主-神创造万物的手。
为什么它那么重要?

尽管恐龙是令人着迷的,但是有的读者可能会说: “恐龙为什么那么重要呢?”的确,今日的世界有许多更重要的问题亟待解决,例如:堕胎,家庭破裂,种族歧视,男女乱交,不诚实,同性恋行为, 安乐死,自杀,目无法律,色情等等。事实上,我们应该告诉人们耶稣基督的福音,而不必要担心恐龙这们的次要问题!”
实际上,进化论关于恐龙的教导遍及社会肯定会对人们不愿听福音有很大的影响,因此这就是上面所提及的社会问题泛滥的原因。
含意(Implications)

如果我们接受进化论者关于恐龙的教导,那么我们就必须接受圣经的历史记录是假的。如果圣经在这个方面是错误的,那么它就不是神的话,于是我们就会忽视圣经其它我们认为难以理解的事情。
如果万物是藉着自然过程产生的---没有神----那么神就不会控制我们,也没有权利告诉我们如何生活。事实上,神在这种思想方式内不是真正的存在,所以就没有一个绝对的道德基础。没有神,任何事情都可以行---对错的概念只是观点的问题。没有道德的基础,就没有罪这样的东西。没有罪意味着不必惧怕神对罪的审判,也就不需要救主—耶稣基督了。
数百万年和福音
在人面前直接教导说恐龙是在几百万年前存活和死亡的,就是在用另一种方式攻击福音的根基。恐龙所形成的化石记录记述了死亡,疾病, 残忍和残酷。 这是一段非常难看的记录。相信化石层有几百万年,就意味着接受死亡,流血,疾病和苦难是在亚当犯罪之前。
但是,圣经很清楚地说,死亡,流血,疾病和苦难是罪的结果(consequence of sin)。在创世记2:17中,神警告亚当说,如果他吃了 “分别善恶上的树”,他就 “必定死”。希伯来文 翻译 “你就必定死”实际的意思是 “快死了,你就会死(dying, you will die)。
换句话说,间接的,属灵的(与神分离)是随着身体腐败(最后以身体的死亡为结束)过程的。
亚当悖逆神以后,主就用了 “皮子”给亚当和夏娃做衣服(创世记3:21)。要做到这一点,他必须至少杀害一个动物并且把血流出。这样做的原因可能是希伯来书9:22中所总结的:
按着律法,凡物差不多都是用血洁净的,若不流血,罪就不得赦免了。
神要求流血来换取罪的赦免。在伊甸园中发生的事将来在耶稣基督身上发生之事的图画。他在十字架上流出了宝血,成为 “神的羔羊,除去世人罪孽的(约翰福音!:29)”。
如果流血发生在犯罪之前,如同伊甸园坐在几百万年前已死亡的生物化石记录上,那么赎罪的根基就被摧毁了。
这个大的图画也符合罗马书8章的记述。它说,因为亚当堕落的影响,整个受造界都在 “叹息”之中---亚当犯罪之前 “叹息”与死亡和苦难是不在一起的。耶稣基督受了身体的苦并且流出自己的血,因为死亡是罪的刑罚。保罗在罗马书5章和哥林多前书15章详细地讨论过这点。
启示录21和22章清楚地说,将会有 “新天新地”。那一天, “不再有死亡”,也 “不再有咒诅”---正如万物改变以前的世界一样。很明显,在新地中会有动物,它们不会死亡,或者相互吃食,它们也不会吃救赎之民!
因此,教导说几百万年以前就有死亡,疾病和受苦,这是对十字架信息的攻击。
结论
如果接受神的话语,以创世记开始作为真理和权柄,那么我们就能对恐龙和我们周围世界展现的证据做出合理的解释。当我们这样做的时候,就是帮助人们看到创世记是绝对可信的且逻辑上是无可挑剔的;创世记宣称的是宇宙和人类历史的真实叙述。我们是否相信创世记1章将最终决定我们是否相信圣经中其它的部分,这也会影响一个人如何看他或她自己和他人以及一切与生命有关的事实,包括他们对救恩的需要。
Why Don’t We Find Human & Dinosaur Fossils Together? by Bodie Hodge

Biblical creationists believe that man and dinosaurs lived at the same time because God, a perfect eyewitness to history, said that He created man and land animals on Day 6 (Genesis 1:24–31). Dinosaurs are land animals, so logically they were created on Day 6.

In contrast, those who do not believe the plain reading of Genesis, such as many non-Christians and compromised Christians, believe the rock and fossil layers on earth represent millions of years of earth history and that man and dinosaurs did not live at the same time.

Old-earth proponents often argue that if man and dinosaurs lived at the same time, their fossils should be found in the same layers. Since no one has found definitive evidence of human remains in the same layers as dinosaurs (Cretaceous, Jurassic, and Triassic), they say that humans and dinosaurs are separated by millions of years of time and, therefore, didn’t live together. So, old-earth proponents ask a very good question: Why don’t we find human fossils with dinosaur fossils, if they lived at the same time?

We find human fossils in layers that most creationists consider post-Flood. Most of these were probably buried after the Flood and after the scattering of humans from Babel. So it is true that human and dinosaur fossils have yet to be found in the same layers, but does that mean that long-age believers are correct?

What Do We Find in the Fossil Record?

The first issue to consider is what we actually find in the fossil record.

· ~95% of all fossils are shallow marine organisms, such as corals and shellfish.

· ~95% of the remaining 5% are algae and plants.

· ~95% of the remaining 0.25% are invertebrates, including insects.

· The remaining 0.0125% are vertebrates, mostly fish. (95% of land vertebrates consist of less than one bone, and 95% of mammal fossils are from the Ice Age after the Flood.)1
The number of dinosaur fossils is actually relatively small, compared to other types of creatures. Since the Flood was a marine catastrophe, we would expect marine fossils to be dominant in the fossil record. And that is the case.

Vertebrates are not as common as other types of life-forms. This makes sense of these percentages and helps us understand why vertebrates, including dinosaurs, are so rare and even overwhelmed by marine organisms in the record.

Yet that still does not explain why there are no fossilized humans in Flood sediments.

Were Pre-Flood Humans Completely Obliterated?

In Genesis 6:7 and Genesis 7:23 God says He will “blot out” man from the face of the earth using the Flood. Some have suggested that this phrase means to completely obliterate all evidence of man. However, this is not completely accurate. After a lengthy study, Fouts and Wise make it clear that the Hebrew word hxm (mahâ), translated as “blot out” or “destroy,” can still leave evidence behind. They say,

Although mahâ is properly translated “blot out,” “wipe,” or even “destroy,” it is not to be understood to refer to the complete obliteration of something without evidence remaining. In every Biblical use of mahâ where it is possible to determine the fate of the blotted, wiped, or destroyed, the continued existence of something is terminated, but evidence may indeed remain of the previous existence and/or the blotting event itself. Even the theological consideration of the “blotting out” of sin suggests that evidence usually remains (e.g., consequences, scars, sin nature, etc.).2
In light of this, it is possible that human fossils from the Flood could still exist but just haven’t been found yet.

So, should we find human fossils in layers that contain dinosaur fossils? To answer this further, we need to understand what we actually find in the fossil record, what the likelihood is that humans would have been fossilized, what is unusual about their distribution, and how much Flood sediment there was.

Do Humans Fossilize like Other Creatures?

Fossilization is a rare event, especially of humans who are very mobile. Since the rains of Noah’s Flood took weeks to cover the earth, many people could have made it to boats, grabbed on to floating debris, and so on. Some may have made it to higher ground. Although they wouldn’t have lasted that long and would have eventually perished, they might not fossilize.

In most cases, dead things decompose or get eaten. They just disappear and nothing is left. The 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia was a shocking reminder of the speed with which water and other forces can eliminate all trace of bodies, even when we know where to look. According to the United Nation’s Office of the Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, nearly 43,000 tsunami victims were never found.3
Even if rare, it would still be possible to fossilize a human body. In fact, we do find fossils of humans, such as Neanderthals, in the post-Flood sediments. So why don’t we find humans in pre-Flood sediments?

One suggestion has been that the human population was relatively small. Let’s see how that possibility bears out.

Were Pre-Flood Humans Few in Number?

Estimates for the pre-Flood population are based on very little information, since Genesis 1 doesn’t give extensive family size or population growth information. We know that Noah was in the tenth generation of his line, and he lived about 1,650 years after creation. Genesis also indicates that in Noah’s lineage children were being born to fathers between the ages of 65 and more than 500 (when Noah bore his three sons).

How many generations were there in other lineages? We don’t know. We know that those in the line from Adam to Noah were living upwards of 900 years each, but we can’t be certain everyone lived that long. How many total children were born? Again, we don’t know. What were the death rates? We simply don’t know.

Despite this lack of information, estimates have ranged from a few hundred thousand to 17 billion people.4 These estimates are based on various population growth rates and numbers of generations. Recall that Noah was in the tenth generation from Adam, however, so these estimates may be too high.

It seems doubtful that there were many hundreds of millions of people before the Flood. If the world was indeed bad enough for God to judge with a Flood, then people were probably blatantly disobedient to God’s command to be fruitful and fill the earth. Moreover, the Bible says that violence filled the earth, so death rates may have been extraordinarily high.

In light of this, the population of humans in the pre-Flood world could have been as low as hundreds of thousands. Even if we make a generous assumption of 200 million people at the time of the Flood, there would be just over one human fossil per cubic mile of sediment laid down by the Flood!

Were Humans Concentrated in High Density Pockets that Have Not Been Discovered?

Today, humans tend to clump together in groups in towns, villages, and cities. In the same way, people were probably not evenly distributed before the Flood. The first city is recorded in Genesis 4:17, long before the Flood. We know that most of the population today lives within 100 miles (160 km) of the coastline. One report states, “Already nearly two-thirds of humanity—some 3.6 billion people—crowd along a coastline, or live within 150 kilometers of one.”5
This is strong evidence that the pre-Flood civilizations probably were not evenly distributed on the landmass. If man wasn’t evenly distributed, then the pockets of human habitation possibly were buried in places that have not yet been discovered.

Not only is fossilization a rare event, but fossils are also difficult to find. Just consider how much sediment was laid down by the Flood, compared to the area that has actually been exposed for us to explore.

John Woodmorappe’s studies indicate that there are about 168 million cubic miles (700 km3) of Flood sediment.6 John Morris estimates that there is about 350 million cubic miles of Flood sediment.7 The latter may be high because the total volume of water on the earth is estimated at about 332.5 million cubic miles, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.8 But even so, there is a lot of sediment left to sift through. Having such a massive amount of sediment to study is a major reason why we have not found human fossils yet.

So, a small human population and massive amounts of sediment are two prominent factors why we haven’t found human fossils in pre-Flood sediments. It also may simply be that we haven’t found the sediment where humans were living and were buried.

Think about It—Would You Want to Live with Dinosaurs?

Often, people believe that if human bones aren’t found with dinosaur bones, then they didn’t live at the same time. Actually, all we know for sure is that they weren’t buried together. It is very easy for creatures to live at the same time on earth, but never even cross paths. Have you ever seen a tiger or a panda in the wild? Just because animals are not found together does not mean they do not live in the same world at the same time.

A great example is the coelacanth. Coelacanth fossils are found in marine deposits below dinosaurs and in other marine layers that date about the same age as dinosaurs.9 It was once thought the coelacanth became extinct about 70 million years ago because their fossils are not found in any deposits higher than this. However, in 1938 living populations were found in the Indian Ocean.10 It appears that coelacanths were buried with other sea creatures during the Flood—as we would expect. The example of the coelacanth shows that animals are not necessarily buried in the same place as other animals from different environments. We don’t find human bones buried with coelacanths, either, but we live together today, and people are enjoying them for dinner in some parts of the world.

Coelacanths aren’t the only example. We find many examples like this, even with creatures that did not live in the sea. One popular example is the Wollemi Pine, which was fossilized in Jurassic deposits, supposedly 150 million years ago.11 However, we find these trees living today. Another great living fossil is the Ginkgo tree, which supposedly thrived 240 million years ago, prior to the dinosaurs.12 Yet, they are not found in layers with dinosaurs or post-Flood humans, even though they exist today. The list of “living fossils” goes on. Because animals and plants aren’t buried together, it is no indication that things didn’t live together.

In fact, based on human nature, we can assume that humans probably chose not to live in the same place with dinosaurs. So, the real issue is what happened to the local environment where humans lived.

What Can We Conclude?

If human and dinosaur bones are ever found in the same layers, it would be a fascinating find to both creationists and evolutionists. Those who hold a biblical view of history wouldn’t be surprised but would consider several logical possibilities, such as human parties invading dinosaur lands for sport or for food, or merely humans and dinosaurs being washed up and buried together.

Evolutionists, on the other hand, who believe the geologic layers represent millions of years of time, would have a real challenge. In the old-earth view, man isn’t supposed to be the same age as dinosaurs. Yet we can be sure that this finding would not overturn their starting assumptions—they would simply try to develop a hypothesis consistent with their preconceived view of history. For example, they might search for the possibility that the fossils were moved and redeposited.

So, ultimately, the debate is not about the evidence itself—where we find human fossils and dinosaur fossils. Nobody was there to actually observe humans and dinosaurs living together. We are forced to reconstruct that history based on our existing assumptions about time and history, as well as our limited fossil evidence from the rocks.

As biblical creationists, we don’t require that human and dinosaur fossils be found in the same layers. Whether they are found or not, does not affect the biblical view of history.
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The fundamental debate is really about the most trustworthy source of information about history. Do we start with the Bible, which God says is true in every detail, including its history, or do we start with the changing theories of imperfect man? God tells Christians to walk by faith and that “without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Hebrews 11:6). But this is not a blind faith. God has filled the world with clear evidences that confirm the truth of His Word and the certainty of the Christian faith. The fossil record itself is an incredible testimony to the truth of God’s Word and His promise to “blot out” all land dwelling, air-breathing animals and humans in a worldwide catastrophe.

为何我们不能在同一地点找到人类化石及恐龙化石？by Bodie Hodge

圣经创造论的支持者相信人类和恐龙是在同一时期生存，因为那美好的历史见证人—神说祂在第六天造人和地上的动物（创1:24-31）。恐龙也是地上的动物，照逻辑推断它们也是在第六天被造的。
相反，那些不相信创世记是真实记载的人，如很多的非基督徒及已妥协的基督徒，相信石头及在地球的化石层代表着地球有数百万年的历史，所以人类与恐龙不会在同一时间生存。提倡地球是古老的人常争辩说：如果人和恐龙是在同一时期生存，那么他们的化石应会在同一化石层内被找到。因为没有人找到明确的证据显示人类化石是与恐龙化石在同一层内（白垩纪、侏罗纪，和三迭纪），所以他们就说人和恐龙是相隔几百万年时间，也就是说他们不曾在同一时期存在。因此，提倡地球古老论的人问了一个问题：如果人和恐龙是在同一时期生存，那么为什么我们不能在同一时间找到人类化石与恐龙化石？
我们找到人类化石的化石层都被大多数的创造论者视为在洪水之后形成的，大部分的化石都可能在洪水之后，在巴别塔事件人类分散之后被埋的。所以，人类化石及恐龙化石不在同一化石层里被找到是真实的，但这是否代表着相信地球为古老的人是正确的呢？
我们在化石记录里找到什么？
首先，我们要考虑的是在化石记录里我们找到些什么。
· 浅海洋生物，如珊瑚及有壳动物占所有化石的９５％。
· 余下的５％中有５％是藻类及植物。
· 余下的５％中有０.２５％是无脊椎动物，包括昆虫。
· 余下的０.０１２５％是脊椎动物，大部分是鱼（９５％的脊椎动物大多都少于一根骨头；９５％的哺乳动物化石是在洪水后之冰河时代形成的）。1

恐龙化石其实比其它生物的化石相对的少，因为洪水是海洋性的灾害，我们会预期海洋化石在化石记录中是占大多数的，而这也是事实。
脊椎动物不像其它种类的生物是常见的，这样我们就明白为何数字显示脊椎动物只有这么少，这也帮助我们理解为何脊椎动物，包括恐龙，在化石记载中这么罕见，数量甚至被海洋生物所压倒。
在洪水之前生存的人都被洪水彻底毁灭吗?

在创世记６：７和７：２３，神说他会用洪水彻底毁灭人类。有些人认为这句话是指所有人类的痕迹都会被彻底毁灭，这不完全正确。经过冗长的研究，Fouts和Wise弄清楚希伯来文מצה（māhâha）这字，翻译成为英文的“blot out”（彻底消除）或“destroy”（破坏），是有保留的痕迹在里面。他们说：
虽然māhâ严格地是解作“彻底消除”，“除去”或“破坏”，但这不是指完全清除一些东西至不留痕迹。māhâ 使用与圣经方面时，是指彻底消除，消除，或毁坏的结局，一些东西就不再继续存在了，但被毁之前的证据是存在的。即使在神学上，罪的“彻底消除”也意味着罪的痕迹都会留下（例如，罪的后果，疤痕，罪性等）。2
根据以上的解释，洪水造成的人类化石是可能仍然存在，只不过我们暂时还未找到。
因此，我们是否应该在恐龙化石化石层找到人类化石呢？要更进一步地解答这个问题，我们需要知道我们在化石记录里究竟找到什么、人类化石的可能性、人类的分布状况，及洪水造成的沉淀物有多少。
人类会跟其它生物一样变或化石吗？
生物变成化石是罕见的，尤其是流动性很高的人类。在挪亚洪水发生时，雨下了数星期才覆盖整个地球的，当时他们有可能造了船，在船上躲避一时，或抓住漂在水上的东西等等，有些人也可能走到高地。虽然他们都不会生存太久，最终要面对死亡，这些人是不能变成化石的。
死了的生物在大多数的情况下都会分解或被其它东西吃掉，它们就会完全消失，什么都不会留下来。二零零四年的南亚海啸是一令人震惊的提醒，这提醒我们水和其它自然力的速度足以消除所有遗体的痕迹，即使我们知道要到哪里去找。根据联合国办公室海啸重建组织的的特别外交资料，在这次海啸中，接近４３０００位遇难者失踪。3
即使是人类化石很罕见，要使人类尸体变成化石也不是没有可能的。其实，我们真的在洪水后的沉淀物发现过人类化石，例如在洪水后的沉淀物里发现尼安德特人。但为什么我们在洪水前的沉淀物找不到人类化石？
其中一个原因是人类人口相当少。我们一起看看这种可能性。
洪水前的人口数量相当的少吗？
我们只可根据很少的资料去估计洪水前的人口数字，因为创世记前六章没有提大的家庭或人口增长的数据。我们知道挪亚是他家族的第十代，他活在创世后的１６５０年。创世记也指出在挪亚的直系后代里，孩子都是在他们父亲６５岁到５００多岁之间（当挪亚生他的三子时）出生的。
其它族系里在那时候已有多少代？这个我们不知道。我们知道出生从亚当到挪亚之间的人可活到９００岁，但我们不肯定的是：那时代每一个族系的人都活了那么久，究竟总共有多少个小孩出生？我们也不知道，死亡率是多少？人口数字就是在这样缺乏数据的情况下估计出来，有一种估计竟将人口数字推算到１７０亿之多。4这些是根据不同人口增长率和有多少年代来估计。不过，要记得挪亚是亚当之后的第十代，所以这些估计数字可能是太大了。
要说在洪水前有几百万人口是不太可能的。如果那时的世界真的是如此败坏以至于神要用洪水审判他们，那么，人类就一定违背神，也违背神要他们生养众多及遍布全地的命令了。而且，圣经说当时全地满了暴行，所以死亡率应该是相当高的。
按照这个说法，在洪水前的人口可能只有几十万这么少。我们做一个较慷慨的估计，假设在洪水前有２亿人口，在一立方英里的沉淀物里只会有一个人类化石是洪水造成的！
以前的人类密集居住的地区发现了吗？
现在，人类都倾向群居在城镇、村庄和城市内。同样地，洪水前的人类都应该也不是平均分布的。创世记４：１７记载的第一个城市是在洪水很久以前建立的。我们知道现在大多数的人口都是居住在海岸线１００英里以内的。有一报告说明，「现时已有近２/３的人类，就是３６亿人，沿着海岸线或在海岸线的１５０公里内聚居。」5
这是一个很强的证据证明洪水前人类不太可能是平均分布在大陆上。如果人类不是平均分布，那么人类曾居住的地区很可能被埋在一些还未被发现的地方。
不只生物变成化石是罕见的，而且化石也是很难找到的。想想究竟有多少沉淀物是由洪水造成，而有多少是已显露出来可给我们勘探的。
John Woodorappe 的研究指出大概有一亿六百八十万立方英里（７００平方公里）的洪水沉淀物；John Morris估计大概有三亿五百万立方英里的洪水沉淀物。后者的估计数量可能过多，因为根据美国地质勘测部，地球上估计有三亿三千二百五十万立方英里的水，但即使如此，还有很多沉淀物可供我们详细勘察。我们还未发现到人类化石的最大的原因是我们有太大量的沉积物在等待着我们仔细研究。
因此，少数的人口和大量的沉淀物就是两大原因，为什么我们在洪水前已形成的沉淀物里找不到人类化石。另一个原因也可能只是我们还未找到以前人类生活时被埋下来的沉淀物。
想想看－你要跟恐龙住在一起吗？
人们常常认为如果人类骨头与恐龙骨头不是在同一地方被发现的话，它们就不是在同一时间生存。其实，我们都肯定它们不是被埋在一起的。生物在同一时间生存在地球上不是一件难事， 但它们也许从未越过它们之间的界限。你有在野外遇见过老虎或熊猫吗？就因为没有同时发现一些动物在一起，就说明它们不生活在同一个时间，同一个世界上吗？
腔棘鱼是一个很好的例子。腔棘鱼化石是在恐龙层和其它被定为与恐龙同期的海洋生物层里下面被找到的。腔棘鱼曾经被认为在七千万年前已绝种，因为它们的化石没有在更高的段层被找到。不过，活的腔棘鱼群于１９３８年在印度洋被发现。跟我们预计的一样，腔棘鱼在洪水来临时跟其它海洋生物一起被埋起来。腔棘鱼这个例子让我们知道不同环境的动物不大可能被埋葬在同一地点的。我们也找不到人类骨头跟腔棘鱼被埋在一起，不过，我们今天却跟腔棘鱼在同一时间生存，而且有些地方的人还享用它们作晚餐。
腔棘鱼不是唯一的例子，我们找到很多类似的，有的更是非海洋生物的例子。一个很著名的例子就是在侏罗纪段层里Wollemi 松树化石，被认为是生存在一亿五百万年前。不过，今日我们还找到这些树；另一活化石就是银杏树，它大概是在二亿四百万年前生长得最茂盛的。虽然它们今天还存在，但它们没有在恐龙层或洪水后的人类层里被发现。活化石的名单不只有这些，动物与植物不是一起被埋藏并不代表它们不曾生存在同一时期。
事实上，基于人的特性，我们可以假设人类大概不会选择与恐龙同住一处。所以，真正要讨论的应该是人类本来所居住的环境发生了甚么事。
我们得出什么结论？
如果人类的骨头与恐龙的骨头曾经真的在同一化石段层被发现，这无论对创造论者或进化论者都是一个令人着迷的发现。相信圣经历史记载的人不会惊讶，但会开始考虑几个合理的可能性，例如人类为了因着某种活动或寻找食物而入侵了恐龙地带，或者人类真的与恐龙一起被冲走及埋葬。
另一方面，相信地质层代表几百万年时间的进化论者遇上一个大挑战。在古老地球论里，他们假设人类不是与恐龙在同一时代的。不过，我们可以肯定这个发现一定不会推翻他们最初的假设。他们会尝试制造一个与他们事先已有的历史观相符的假设，例如，他们会尝试找出化石曾被移动和再沉积的可能性。
所以，讨论根本不在乎证据本身－我们在哪里找到人类化石及恐龙化石。除了少量被记载的洪水前的启示，没有人真的在当场看到人类与恐龙住在一起。我们被迫根据对时间和历史的假设，以及从石头得来的少量化石证据去构想历史。
作为圣经创造论支持者，我们不要求人类化石与恐龙化石在同一段层被发现，无论找到或找不到，结果也不影响圣经记载的历史。
最基本的讨论其实就是哪一个才是最可靠的历史资料来源。圣经中的每一细节当然也包括历史都是真实的，那么我们是否从圣经开始，还是从有缺点的人所创造的可变理论开始？神叫基督徒靠着信心行事，而「人非有信、就不能得神的喜悦。」（希伯来书１１：６）但这不是盲目的信心。神话语的真实性和建立基督徒信心的证据充满了这个世界。化石记录对神的真理，和他要把所有住在地上有气息的动物和人都毁灭的诺言不是一个很可靠的见证。
